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PREFACE 

K T O T H B 

READER. 



3/fO' fime may pardon me for 
breaking Silence in the Seventy 
fevenlh Tear ef my Age, in ds' 
fence of a recti Truth, againji 
Fables and FiSiiont not invented 
till 300, or more Tears after 
the Deceafe of him to whom they 
are afcribed: Tet it is pofjible that the very fame Per- 
fins that excufed me then, may condemn me now, for 
. ^pojing an Opinion that has faffed currant for Truth 
tfe 100 Tears together j and all this in Favour of an 
mhefis that is hutnew,and vihen firfi propofed,made 
A 1 none. 




i¥ The PREFACE. 




JbiySfw «j 2^ / ontf It jk fm acmrapi 

frmm Omtsaumatg Toets lamsBv s Irmiif *i ».-^ 
ftr k t9 he taromrsm ^ *Bm^ r A^taa^r s d:*- 

rittiie Bmi^ m-Muce, ta jgm m> jc: jm Msmrjse ia 
its JO^aaoti fm- jfcr a^mij Ofmmt^ IUBko^ has 

FayktU ^am Pnt^S:rtmm^mBi m is. b 

U it pr% hnaAii-hf « iV% af ftrnmi 

mti 'ZMf Lgsrmmg^ isti ^b% hMi ^omttsn mrn^xi the 

fbawh tfOlMtM^ fw inapag im U^ 'xAsf bsd 

Um m thHoKfs fwr WKOj J^l OmtmciierVoJEir^ 

MrHlSTomiAKS cmU he wmiafmi m ^atxstitj 

fJMl» ^ Mmej-MMUrs '^ hwHimntidUBf lanitJB^ 

Ui i» tba$ hmimms J^^ im wbkh Ijmmmgfenti 

U ht ctn^MU U the Schooi^Msx i liff Enfinos^ 

Bikfanw^ imdfmt0tbcr bright JFitSy wA§ htrnmr tbt He- 

^m of Uter^awn^ M€ii^ui /• nfirw Mgm Igm- 

rame^ OMikadthimjOs wM # Ckw^ Anf tit Mtzts 

agd Ltibjrintbij where they were eatsa^ei 

m§}HedjtUl the lafi nanted Perfem^tmd jovcvr^ 

id Budxus fsmedfer bit great SlaU hmb 

taw and LoHguages \ fa that few etr mem imrfk at^ 

ttmfi tb qiu^Unk^ whether it was fratb or aoty what- 

ever bt bad fabUJbed ceacermt^ tbeGiodk er Romao 

Moneys^ 
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I. 



Mukyii nmthim enidngering their Credit and Reputa^ 



JifiT without ^ueftim BudasusV Leaning was cek* 

itated hotb at Home and Abroad^ api^it is evident be 

gndeofvoured to out-vy not only the h^tins b$it the 

Greeks alfo *, who being banijbed Con&sixitmoplc by 

the Ttarks, many of them^ for fome Tears fettled im 

Italy y and tbd* BudxusV Parts were very great^ yet 

pffiily his Paffions were no lefs j for. Erafmus in a Let^ 

ter tp Agricoia, dated the ^h of the Calends of Sep* 

temb. A^ if^i- p.^Sp. encourages Qtott^ h^cx:AA 

to go on with his Book of Weights and Meafures $ 

but withal informs him^ ^ ^at he need not to fear 

^ Mff Sharfnefs from Fortius, ^ Alciatc, {who bad 

^ writ on the fame SubjeSt) becaufe they were Mem 

^ of gfreat Candour ^ Budacus ut eft ftomachi li^ 

beriorisy iu vir melior eft quam ut indignetur tan^^^ 

turn argumentis agenti. I am not certain how long 

Budanis Uvedf but the Epiftks of Erafmus were' not 

printed till the Tear i f 4f , and before that Thug 

Budseus muft needs be in his Grave -, becaufe I find 

him not amongfi the Elogia, which Thuanus has gi^ 

ven of all the Learned Men of Note that died after 

the Tjw If4$ s either do I think he lived to fig 

the firfi Edition of Agricola, which I fuppofe wtv, 

not pkliflied till the Tear if 33^ or ly^z at fbonefir . 

^ ■ * 

/ have made this Recital out of ErafmusV Epijflesy 
to Mvidence that there was fdme Reafon why many 

Per- 



Perfins racier ehoje to fuhfcribt to BudaeusV Ofimtiti 
than to contend with bim% ktt this is no Excufe why 
Gronovius fljould tread in bis Steps, and fmalUyw all 
Be faid as true, above io<3 Teart after that dead 
ijm aould not bttt. 

But I pafs e» jhm the Defence of tiry Hypothecs 
ta ii^ther Matter, 'which foilo-ais after it, and which 
I coHid hme wijhed I had never had occafidn^for j 
and that is,iny entfing into the Lift a^tnft a known 
Friend and old Jfcquaintance, as Dr. Arbuthnot wai : 
But Necejfity, as I home fhevJn in the Scanning of 
vty Rtmarks uprt his Soot, dte^ me into it; and ai 
the Pro-Verb fays, Ncceflity has no Law, net can 
^e go'oemed hy RUks of CiviUty and good Breeding j 
'Jwrf yet I have endeavoured to keep within thefi 
Bounds, as far as defending Right, and oppojtng 
ff^rong, would permit and allo^ me. 

7%e E^fite to my Rtadef might have Been longer, 
had Ttme and Health permitted -y but being in the jSth - 
Tear of my Age^ I was taken with an Agiu j and tho* 
ali along I followed the PrefcriptionS of my PbyficiaHy 
jS« from April till September, I could not after three 
to- four Rehpfes get quit of if, and that by taking the 
Bark of Peru, am much darkened in my Parts, and' 
my Memory almoft^^uite deftreyed. AM yet I mitji 
not give over, without aUedging fame Reafons why I 
did not leave off fooneri but have enlar^d thefe AGfr 
tellanieSf 
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THe 'f*BF!AGE. ^ 



Mamtj vntbfime frM/cr^s trnt 9f Gronovius, Do 
' MiHiaraifibiis & FoUibus, with fame AdditUiu ta 
bimj M". Omvcs, sml Bijbaf Hooper ^ /or Itbm^it, 
if a Piece tf^Jufiice^ & ingemii podcms publice pnH, 
fiteri per qaos prafecerka. I have alfi made feme £« 
mend$Hms to that excellent Beok of the late Bijbop ef 
Ely, *^ib/ Ghronicon Predofum, &r. fFbicb was. 
Ueehjmeupen aPrincifk I JbaU wilUtigly awa^ e^. 
fteetmng it a Benefit^ betb to the Jtutber^ and JReaden 
of awf Treatijij to have the Over-Jigbts correOed mti 
amended.^ And if any one will be fo civil as to inform 
mefoffime of tbofe many Errors wbicb bave efcaped ' 
me^ mr tjb^ C^rre^p IJball take it as a great Kindnefsy 
and willingly acknowledge the Obligation^ and mention 
tbem if tbey come to Hand before the Edition be quite 
fold off. But for fucb fcurrihus Letters as I bave re^ 
erive(^ from the Pens of feme ^ I difregard them \ and one 
from the Prefs^ dated February the ift^ lyzSrp, yW, 
faribed Jo. Brook^ Cbapter^lerk of Chrift-Chufch, 
onddireBedto me^ is of a Nature that can befit none 
but Jitcbam one as be who is faid to bave writ itj who 
endeavours io hy bis own Fault at my Door ; tbo^ I 
f^bUfied nothing in my ANNALS, p. 334, jjy, 
Sec. but what came from his intimate Friend^ whom 
I took to be a wife and difcreet Man^ and would not 
write any fOng but what he was able to maintain 
and defend*, and if he can do this^ I Jball b^ glad to 
be it^ormed ofit% but Mr. Brooks pretends that it is 
nk.i»aU Qircumfiances true : But fince Mr. Brooks 






he PREF'ACE. 

ivill he lariting and defending that which he was not 
charged with, I would defire him for once to make afi 
Apology for what is charged Home upon him^ in thi 
fame Book, pag. 557, and upon one of the Fellows of'th. 
College joined with him i which J think is a FaL 
fo flagrant and notorious^ that it can admit of no 
Excufe : And certainly then, that mufi needs be a had 
Caufe, which both wanted and forced Men to ufe fuch 
fraudulent and bafe Proceedings to fu^ort and main- 
^Mit. ■•■'.! 

William Smith, [ 
Ss^ar of MeUbnby. ■' 
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AoDiTibNS Uf and EuzUdat I ov!s oK f&m 
Paflages $» the folhmwg VOLUME. 

T HE. chief Obfe^Ion which I thiAk can be made to my 
Hypotheiis that the B,9ma» Dendrti were at Hrft coined 
It a^eatcr VTeight thiih feven oi^^igh.t in an Ounces and has 
not being anfwered; in the fctllpwmg > £ t t £ «. s^ fccms to me 
tt> be this } tb^t tl:|ere jseyef. were coined any Money in fo large 
a Froportionj as J hiveglv,en;ih at; Tag. i8 pf this Volume, 
r f o wUch iajifwer^ Triat whit is (a^d the.rei was only as 
>tPropo(aIi to hear what dbjedib^^' might be m.adeagainit itj 
' .aadfiotas 'my fettled Opinion^ by which I was refolved to a- 
iidc; hut WQuU alter and leflenasl fhouldfee Ox^cadoU for itw 
. BvT ipoffe diredly I £i^> there have been fometimes fai^ 
greater Coiits than double/ ^iblej or quadruple of what are 
■ ^eatioaed^ ^or faid to. b^ now extant ampn^ (he. I^m^n Mo- 
ley I for in'tb,ajt "^ excellent .X) i s s £ iltat ion coricei^aing the 
ilClLUmiiQntJ publilhed ..by,.the learned. Dr. B'entl'ji I 
ifind p0U^M <iv(QU9g AriftotU out of a rtifcfourfe concerning the 
yH^tian^ Cqih (but now not extant) where hg fpeaksof allf^- 
||l»w WAir^sifif Ptherwifc Alaii^fiTMfr.cfoinecfby 2>f»/irff^, Wife 
WGtl0i»0. ip Memory, of !a Viftory jgaiiied over the Carthage- 
'9tfji/i with JMoney t)iat at his Wire^s IntercefliQn had beeti 
.fttrQilhe4'bef.Hu$band^ by the toadies or W omen j that were 

f worth fifty iirr#. or founds of Braf?/ <?f whi<!h 50 Pound, a 
M$Jtf(kif^, qr..tcn 9f tbofe %oUArtfiotU fays were worth 1% 
JBfptisn Oboli ', now 12 fuch Oboli moke two JEgtntan Drach'- 
IMr but if aa JEfineiin prackma had the Proportion as ten 
.^10 fix of the Atmk JPrachff^i, then ii a Drachma of Athens 
' Was worth % A^ and better of our Moneys a Drachma of Mgi-^ 
\ M muft be worth 13 t of our Money s and a XXivnuL^vtiKi*^ 
tfp texi tim^s AS much, T^hich amounts at leaft to xi Si and 
feme-wbat over. But if we ihould difpute whethef or no 
this was ttot an over-value) I will mention another given by 
Skdorus Sicalus, who values the W^vnKOvriKiTfifv here fpoken 
ofi at ten Attick Dracbiiis^ which makes as 1 have accounted 
; ihem bel,otir their true Value« 65. %d, 

I I pafs. by what ArifiotU fays^ that li Mginean Oboli were 
\ teoi^e than Vffo Attick Drachtns^ for in Truth j At ticit Drachms 
will not equal a JEginean. 

I.expedl that tbofe of the oppjofite Party following Grono*- 
v'ms^ will faj this wcls an extraordinary Medal, and no true 
CoiU] 1 win by ConceHiion gr^ht that it might be fo ^ bur 
iuxwever^ it flbews diat the Rot»a7ts being fonear Nei^jhbouv'^ 

f- — ^-^ ^ ^ - - -^- - - - -> - ■ .^ - — ^■. 

* P^. 458, 469^ Bently of t\\e Sicilian Money. 
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to the ^icil/iiffimuft have Knonn what was .ufually theFra< 
pOTtioii'^etWetfA'SilvieVdti^ brafs, Imd 1 may hence gather, 
tlidc fince tlw SJmuni borrowed their Coin from the Steiliam, 
and that their Dtcalitrta yvis worth is. id. ob. the Rtmm 
coiii'J their leaft Diiuirii at ihdt'Value, which is wholly 
coiicileable wiijiBiidiuii aii Grahatiiui'i Opinion. 

But i proceed to aho'ihef Argument, not borrowed froman 
extraordinary but a cbmmon'Colii' or Silver Sta/tr or Titri- 
drachm, curttalning fouv tirnchtn^^' which tho" they were of 
grejiier Weight and Value ihan'g ii. .Eiiglifti, y« in Compli- 
ance! with Tome otiiefs I have Reckoned but at td. four of 
wliffh inhke 2(. td. ofourMoney; o? which. Sort Mr, Grti. 
vts ttlts us he Jiad fctn and wei^cd Very .many, and fitite 
'je^ina ii\A"Corifilh had a different Drachtna called the htjvy 
Ifrachina ; no doiiht but' they 'hid ,S/ii/«^r'i)f thfc'tike Kind 
alfo, whichS/a/fi-wouldat leaft ha've'the fame Prfipbrtion that 
the Urazhma had, chat lohasto ji, therefore altogether wodl 
imcmni wirbin.jV. di i Roman Ounce, and ctj^rpfore e^fhof 
thim be about'*!., <,'il. .And becaufe Sjradlft wis a'ColooJ 
o{ Carinth, iiUukt the sfaj.'jn SltiVtri Were about the lik " 
luej and by Conleciu'ence the firft'!RtfMi»D«lMwWer6 c 
at, or ncirtiie very rame"'S'ci£Vi^V which is a fjiJEcifcrn Ai^ 
ment to^verthi ow their' Opinion, againft whojn 'thave been 
hitherto' arguing, who Value the firft Dtiutfii po higKer thai 
yd. eh. or 7 if, ^ at lAoft. '.Neitfier do I ihihk' ir an Obje^'- 
on of any ^)? eight, that tliefe 'are Few or none remaining' ot 
the fiill W^ei^Iit I haye been fjieaklng of; f6r *here'Moiief 
isle[rened, the licavier wlllbe all, ormoft, new coined j Am 
fjT more, follow the ^xaidple of D'un^fiun'nK elder.'whorti 
•lufed lijs' Monev to half the Weight it was before j but fcepc 
it at the fame Value : Then AUi. Stvtrus who encreafed noi 
the Value of his Aurti or heavy MAiieyj biit took lelTcC 
Money into his Treafury or Taxes, in lieu of the greater. '' 

I nnd Al. Lampridim in the Life of HeiiBtabalns, Ch. xxa. 
(So Years before Conj!itffii»( was EmperOr) difperling his Do- 
natives to the People to be fcrambled for, which entituled 
'ihofe that found them, fome to aii hundred Au'rei,' ptbers to 
.1 ihouiand Aritntti (or MilTiarinfn) a'third Son to a hu* 
drcd FalUs ; wnich Hicws that Gmiuvmi, as well as Others, iJ 
fometimft miftafcen, efpecially in 'many Things he has; CM 
tdnctrning Ceajlamiat. 

A s for Correftions or Emendations they cannot be ■ all 
taken Notice of at prefent, 'till the Errata be colleded ; on- 
1v I (hall mention Tome few. The firft ofwhithfhall betUiJ, 
iliat I have in two or three Places (Quoted DintyjSui Halicat- 
xajs, as agreeing with Piiny in ftating the higheit Cirj/uiRt- 
","",'", manm, 
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manus, whereas he rather agrees with Livy, who gives it in 

It the loweft. Pag. 19> 57' 

xdly, 1 have in Pag. 201 made the CotyU and H$minA as if 
one had been double to the other, which was wholly owing 
to my miftaking in Hafte the Number of the Hemina in an 
Amphora, for the Number that was in a Medlmnus. 

Pag. 168. 1. 6. & 9. In both Places fot Pound x. Ounce, 

Paz* 169. 1. 6. add CodiX Theod. lib. be. tit. 6. /. 2. Ne prk* 
ter crimen majefiatis fervus Dominum necpaironum libertus aceufip. 

P^g- .1^4- & i<^^. moft. of thcfe two Pages ^re thc-.^JTords 
of Mr. Grtaves and flbquld have been Comq;ia*d> or diftinguiilv 
ed in another Charader. 

Pag. 1^0. 1. 2. add ddjhed out or. 

. Grebk and Lati^t Errata. 
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]». 19. 1. ip r^ ^iire, p. 20. 1. 4. r. Aiciate; J. y . r. Sextantarn. p. 23. .. 
33. r. Fabius. p. 24. 1.'^t4. r. Sofipater. p. 26. ]. 18. r. Frifetanh. 2, 
19. r. fyfliman, p*. 29. in the Poftfcript. 1. 14. r. Dionyfius P. si. ]. 7. 
de 14. r. teruncius, p. jro. 1. 8. r. librales. p. 3:2- ].^ 10. t. Ktlhupandus. 
1. 18. r. Itbralis. I. 26. r. Gf//o. p. t^. 1. x i . r* aMritf. p. 64. J . iz. r^ 
ptcuma. ]. x^. r. mUtiaque, ]. 16. Com mtf poi! Sa'lutariter^ non pod ^m- 
«M. p. 67. 1. 20. r. de ufu t^. p. 68. 1. 7.r. Grorififiiis. p. 70; !. 2p, 
r. Sextantarii. p. 73. &c. r. Sefitrtu^ Sefieniorum* Stfitrtns^ pittpie ihi 
paniml p. 84. L 2. r. Siculus. p. 88. ]. 22. r. Sclfolarum ^MufeisMti 



Mff.^ 1. 28. r. excedebat^ J. 32. r. identidem. p. 1 19. 1, penulr. r. Mfl(ia\ 
rtnjis, p. X2I. 1.22. r. ttruneius. Qatq; ira pafHm.^ P* i?^* 1* 23. r; 
^er. 1. 24. x.copficere. p. I2if. 1. 10. r. nottuu, ], 17. r. quindecupia, 
J. 23 T..fr^j>oni, p. T2f . Ik gi. r. mf/t^iMin. p. 126. Kj* r. tx€qtMt[ 
p. 128, 1 12. r. externis. p. 137. J. 23,1. mirari. p. ijK I. 14. r; Hf/*- 
pMttCo. I. 20. r. Semwtciie, 1.29. r,uncUs. I. 31. r. hedi^rwdm. h 33. r'.* 
}xifiimet. p. 140. I. 24. r. duodecimo. p.t43. 1. 33. r.'Hipothefes. pi. 
148. J, 8. r.TljomasThontafms. I.26. r. «»/ef. p. 1^2. 1. 22. r. winti." 



jeptuarto, 1. 9. r. /^arro. i. 54. r. wi^jriwe. p. loi. 1. 1. r. propius. 1. 1 r. 

I, mfexdecim, p; i52. 1. ly. r. exempiaribus. 1. 19. r. A'tfr^ MilUnk* 

num. p. 164. poft lin. 16. atWHS, D,S,Jufiinian Gr4w.^9. ib. I. 

17. r. ^>oc45 p. i56. 1. 2 r. Gajpndus. p. 170. 1. n. r. Fitntyius. p* 
177. 1, 2. r. fepararii. p. 178. f.3y. r. coptam. p. 179. 1, i. r,faceret. 
"^—pnpefcitn 1.8r, Drachma, p. 181, 1. 31. r.funt, Aivl ). 52. r. «^r«* 
hantur. p. 182^ J. 2, r. .Qu4</Wjirefflox. p. 202. \. x, r. Ciftoplmus. p. 
307. 1. X. r. Hemtnas nonagintajix. 1. 3. r. /VotA 1. 7. Qi^ alibi'J r; 
Mat'tavus. ]. 18. 22,24. r« Medimnus. )• x8. r. mo</i. r. d.q. Modus. 
h 2^.r. CbtjfAe, ]• 27. r. H^na, J. 33. r. Stxtariu p. 209. 1, ulr. r. 
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mflis. f . 213. 1. 07. r. Q j fMio qm konuu p. tf 7, 1. 3* r, iTMAAt 
p. 238. 1. 31. r. uneiarium Gr Semwnciarium. p. 249 1. 20. r. enkerfim^* 
f,^^i,\.i^»r, MilliMrenfis, p. 2^4. J. penalr. r. WMfrf/-. p. 2jr|;L 
2y, r. Baiantion, I. 20. r. argemtis, ]. 20. r. umtmfuodmte. U nlc r.JMVr 
III05. p. 2f 6. 1. 1 . MltUrenfis p. 2^7. f. 23. r. SiHqu^ 1. 2S. r^fimm^'A 
'•^9 '• An^mft^itif* P* 260. 1. 15. r. premelktmm.hi.u f-fitad^sJlKpU] 

English Errata. 




16. r. off. QXn r^ B0«i'3 P<^e. 2. /. go. r. bear. *. 3. /. ^^ r. itoder. 
f . 4. /. 9. r. inform. L 30. f . chaiu f>. f . /. 2f . r. a!coacorH« ^. 6i. il 19. 
r. were. /. 23 f. which (ft'ilh p, 10. /. x6. r. one Ponndi /. i^.r.(^* 
tbaginian. p. x !• /. 20. r. were. /r. i9. /. s i. r. .beair. p. 22. / 3. r. 
Inference. A |8. r. diminiibed. p, 24./. 30. r. Vobime. /. 31. f. 
have. p.i6.i.iA»T. Pound, p. 30. /. i. r. CapitoL ^. gf . Lio, r. 
welL f . 41. /. 9. r. throng^. ^. 42. /. i^. n MonoRrainme. p>4^k 
4* **• of. /. 20. r . ikillM. ^. 47. /. 29. r. Oucar\ ^ 48. /. 22, adi chinTi 
AeftfTfiVven. ^.49,/.^deleni4£;f. ^5'5.A7.r.give. ^. f6./lxK 
t.than* f,^g,l.$,Meth4t. |^^I./•47•''•y^• ^.62.Auir.r»wb0i 
*. 69. A t. r. are f. 74^/. 20. r. Quocientf /i. .75. L 2. r. Pounds. /. 7, 
r. ftirniib. f. 91. L 29. r. confultea. ^. 92. /. 28. r • feem. ^. 97.^ x& 
r.actueiittft. f. lox, Z 2S.r. Livy. |y. log./. 2.f. Gronoviusu £23. 
r. wUJ. /.23r r. cofutxnpcible. /». 104. /. if. r. Obfcrvation. ^.xof* 
/. XQ. r. rid^puloucp |r. x 10. (. 2. r. Nicecios /• 12. r. ppflibiy. A xaoi 
/• 28. r.Calcti latioD^ /l X27. /. x x. r- Arichmeticlc. p» igf . /. 28I r. p^ 

223. j>, X37, /.i,r. rid.iculous. p, 139. /.2).r, Falnc-hearcednefs *. 1401 
. 4»r. have acknowledged, p. 142. Ax4.r,diicttrned. /. X7. r. Hypo*' 
cheiU. il20.r. Hardwin. /.gi^r.who. /i. i47./.9.r.Uiage. p.i^f. 



i 




diminiOied. jp. I7i./*2.r.wcre. ^.X72.Ax2.r. may. p'iy^.i.% 



r. happily difcover^d and anneuded by, f. i7($. Aao.r. cbah. Ik 
'^3'f*if«r. extant, p. i!BQ./.i2.r.Piiiienfions. p, x90./.99.n}o£ 
^. 192. Z 4. r. conliftst /. ^. r. Dequple. f. 204, /• xg. r* fi^y fmn. 
p. 2«6, il 26. r. divided, p. 207. il 3. r. Types. /. 13. r,fiUed, f, aii, 
2.9. r. are. L 2o..r. Caufe. tr, 2i;« A x8. r. depends, ^. ^22. LS.n 
xnonfirous. p. 232. /. 7. r. Qnnra ( ion. p, 249. 4frcr /kc x x^ yii^ pji^ 
272«2]r3)2f 4t /. 270. /. 2 1 • r« Vakinriuian. f . 272. /. 10 r. from TinM 
to Time. j>. 256. /. gx, r. Salmaiiu9. j^. 2^7./. Ti ^tr.one Poimd 
A 13. r. of the Gloflary < . p. 2^8. /. i< r. f'oUow. ^. 25o. iek Am» ti^ 
12) 13, 14, and fendj where one Pound of Silver wa« to paTs Ar 
iive Solids ; which brings^as I conceive^one of Silver to 125 of BnfL 
|L 267. /. 9. r . Ob loqny. p. 27X , /. i. r. gives. /• 3, jr. ddd^ at. /, ia ft 
poikive. /. IX. r,garher ir. /, x$. dek tU4t, p. 272. /. i^44^d4^ and 
may alter and corre^ rh?m more asreeably to the Latiii Toi^gtie. 

Errata in the Figures. 
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LETTER 

Writ to D"- John Batei-nan, 

Fellow of the College of Phyficians 
z« London. Dated Sept, ii, 1714. 

Dear D'. 

E I N G informed by my Si- 
fter, (your old Patient, who 
is now in Lo/u/ow,) of your 
good Heaith,and.your Niece's 
being now married to a Ba- 
ronet, and all living together 
at Whitehall^ I could not but 
congratulate with you up- 
on that welcome News j and 
fervc my felf ib far therein, as to take the Liberty, 
now I know where youare, to beg your AJHllancc, 
and Advice, in a Matter I have. now for fomc 
V^irs buficd my Head about. I came engaged in 
it upon this Occafion: Mr. Obadtab fVaiker.^. had 
- '. B in 
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in his later Time new modeled our Treafury, ^c, 
[as is already lately Publifhed in my Pre face 
to the ANNJLS of Univerjity College^ and there' 
fore needs not to be here again repeated.] And left 
I fliQuld make my Porch bigger tnan my Manfia^ 
I fhall briefly tell you, that having gone thf-oiig^ 
all our Coll e ge Writings, I procured Liber 
^to berufe the Archives of the Universit 
in Turre Scholarumj Oxon-, and out of both 
coUefted fuch Paflages, as might lead me to und 
ftand the true Value of Fifty Shillings per Jnnu% 
the primitive Stipend of our Fellowfhips, and what 
Proportion of Money anfwers to that Sum in this 
Preient Agp. I was augmenting thefe Coljediom 
at Oxford > but before I was removed and fettled 
at Melfonby^ the ingenious Book ftiled, Chronkm 
Pretiofum^ was PubUflied by that learned Author j 
which prevented my furtner Thoughts on that 
Subject for fome Time : but being informed about 
a Year after, that there had been Propofals made 
afreih in Parliament, for leflening^the Coin of the 
Nation, which would have proved a very pernici- 
ous Overture, had it been entertained } I began to 
think again on that Subje£t; and becaufe I would 
not^Jl£lum agere^ refolved to enlarge my View,- and 
take in the Hebrew^ Greeks and Roman Prices erf 
Things, as far as there are any Men^iorials left df 
them, either in the Bible, or Greek, or Latin Claf-' 
lick- Authors 5 The grcateft Part of which, I have 
perufed, fome very tew excepted. I We likewifc 
read the beft Authors that have writ about Ancient 
Money, if Mr. fFdlker's Judgment may be relied- 
on, yiz. Budaus^ jlgricola^ Hotomanus^ and Mr, 
Greaves i to which, befides fome others, I have ad- 
ded the Elder Gronovious de pecunia vetere^ of all 
which Budaus and Greases bears away the Bell in 

my 
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ny Opinioti, the one having firft learnedly begun, 
md the other with great Exaftnefs finilhed their 
evcral Works 5 in wnich laft I can find no other 
Dverfight, but this^ that in his Difcourfe of the 
Eloman DeAarius (which is no^almoft fold for it's 
Weight in Silver, but is worth it's Weight in 
Bold) he fiippofes a Troy Ounce of Silver to have 
>een coined here in England at five Shillings, 
p^hcreas it Was rather coined at f J. 2 d. which I 
ihinfc was his Miftake. For formerly, when an 
rid EngUfh Penny weighed three Pence of our pre- 
cnt Coin, and twenty went to the Ounce, the Al- 
owance for Coinage Was nine pence per Pound, or* 
rf our prefent Money, Two and three Pence > all 
mr Coin being in Pence, or Half-pence 5 afterwards 
srhen bigger Money was coineo,. the Allowance 
sr^s only two Shillings 5 but now by A6b of Par- 
iament^ as I take it, 'tis coined Gratis : And upon 
he former Suppofition Mr. Greaves' allows eight 
5rains to a Modem Englifh Penriyj which is a 
Jrain too much in every four Pence of our prefent 
Join ; which being allow'd, and he granting ( as 
c does ) that the old Roman and Englifli Avoir-* 
upois Ounces, are of equal Weight with the Ro- 
laq, every Roman Ounce will contain, or equalj 
fiy fix modem Englifh Pence, with a Fi^ion % 
nd a Roman Poimd of twelve Ounces^ fifty fix 
ihillings, fix Pence thite Farthings^ or thereaboutSj 
^hich Fraction omitted, brings a Roman Denarius^ 
«• Penny, to our eight Pence, a Seftercc to two 
We, and ail Attick Talent to two hundred 
^ounds modem Englifh Money, all round Sums % 
V'hereas other Affignments labour under Fraftions, 
rhich renders Computations uneafy, and therefore . 
fmcoUfs Care in this Matter is rejefted, or rather 
diculed by Gromviusi who in his lafl:* ( or Q^iarto 
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Edition I make ufe of) appears to me a far better 
Critick, and Mathematitian, than a Political Statef- 
man, or good Chriftian. You mull likewife Notc^ , 
that moft Foreigners, as well as Englifh Men in ' 
this, following Sudifus^ as Gronovius alfo has donc^ 
have computed by the Troy Ounce inftead of the 
Roman, and diviaed that Ounce into eight Denarii ^ 
which the learned Phyficians, CeJfus^ and Scribmm 
LargHS^ and alfo Pliny himfelf informs us, was di- 
vided into feven Denarii only j and not into eighty' 
as is vulgarly computed. 

H Av I N G thus told you how I compute, (Mr. 
Greases being my Guide 5 ) I mull tell you where I 
Faulter; and beg your, or any of your learned 
Friend's Affiftance, who are Mathematitians, to hc^ 
me forward. 

My greateft Difficulty is to underftand a Place 
in Livf^ Hillory, and others in Plinfs alfo : Fof 
firft, I/Z^yy, Lib, i. Cap. 42. tells us, ^^ That thej 
" Cenfus or Valuation of tne firft or higheft 
*^ of Citizens in Rtmcy was an Hundred T 
" Roman ./^j, or plainer 1 00000 Pound of B 
^^ Money 5 which being reckoned as Buda 
^' Gronovius^ and others compute by the Ro 
" Denarii^ which at firft contained each of 
" ten A£es y the Wealth of a Roman Senator 
^ rated no higher than ten thoufand Denarii : 
^^ again, thefe Denarii by the fame Authors, 
" ing reckoned eight to the Ounce, the wb 
" Sum falls rather fhort then over 333/. 65. 8 
^ prefent Englifh Money." Biit I can never 

!)cniiaded that the Roman Brafe Money fhould 
often leffened in Weight, and raifed in V 
and that their Silver Money, or Deniers that Anf^ 
it, was always the lame, and never weighed b 
vier than the eighth Part of an Ounce Saver. ' 
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therefore, without regarding their Silver Money, 
ifider what Quantity of Brals was computed at 
t by the Romans^ as equal to the eighth Part of 
Ounce Silver j and then we lhjd.1 fmd, as thcfe 
ithors would periiiade us, that the eighth Part of 
Ounce Silver,, at it's firft Coining, was worth 
I Pound, or an hundred and twenty Ounces of 
als or Copper Money : And that yet the fame 
TutriL before the End of the iecond Ptmck War, 
)uld be only worth eight Ounces of Copper, and 
more: The Confequence. of which, if thefeAu- 
)rs be not miftaken, is, that the Neceflity of 
? Roman Common- Wealth forced them to raife 
' Value of their Coppei^ their Silver Money 
ther rifms nor falling during their two Punick 
ars ; both which lafted not much longer, from 
^ Beginning to the Ending, than fixty Years j 
i there was no change, that we read of, in ei- 
^r Copper or Silver Coin afterwards. 
Uvy^ in the forecited 45 Chapter fays, '^ The 
Horfemen were allowed ten thoufand ^ffes for 
the Price of an Horfe, and two thoiifand for 
his Keeping" : Which, according to the Ac- 
int of Budaus^ comes to about } 3 /. izs. Sd. 
^lijb for aHorfe, andS/. i^s. 4^. yearly for his 
leping. According to which Computation, a 
oator Cenfus^ or value of .his Eftate^ would, a- 
)unt to the Price of ten Horfcs only 5 but I con- 
ve this is a Miftake in Livy^ and rather agrees to 
? Time he wrote in, fhan to the Time in which 
J Cef]fus was firft made by Serums TulliuSy who 
jan to reign about ji^no Urbis ij6. But Cali" 
f, in his Diftionary, reckons Livy an eloquenit 
ftorian, but not very exaft, or rather negligent 
Matters of Fa£t related by him. Now if wc 
tbsx confult the Value of Oxen by the Jteriam 

B 3 Law^, 
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Law, made Jnno Urbis i%% as explained hy Pomf. 
Feflus^ the Price of ten Oxen was a hundred\4^j5 
which according to the former Account was about 
6 5. 8 d. of our Money for an Ox, and a Senator's E-; 
ftate according to the Valuation of Budaus and o- 
thereat 553/. 6s. Sd. will when divided by 6 j. Sl\ 
(the Price of an Ox ) fhew that a Senator, it tho 
making the Aterian Law, muft have been worth 
a thoufand Oxen, at leaft 5 which I compute ooj 
this Manner, ^53/. 6s. Sd. divided by 6s. ill 
give s)9s> /. and when the odd 6 s. S d. is added^j 
make a compleat Thoufand. 

But if on the contrary to this wc ieckon whatj 
a Senator's Eftate would amount to at the End 
the zd Punkk War, when if we multiply 1 00000] 
Pounds Copper by 12, Ounces, the Product will be] 
1 100000 Ounces s which divided by eight, whic' 
was the Value oi vl Denarius before the £^nd of the 
2d Punkk War, (when 16 half Oimces was equal 
their fuppofed Denarius^ equal to eight Pence 
our prelent Engliih Money, the total Sum will arife 
j:o f 000 /. which is a great deal nearer the Ca^ 
(which 'till Augufius Cajar augmented it,) was nevct 
higher then 800000 Sefierces^ which at two Pence 
a Piece, amount to 6666 /. prcfent Englifli Money. 

Amongst the Places in Plitr]/ which I cannot 
fathom, the firft is to be * mQt with in his 144 
Book, Chap, the 4th, De vino Opiam j wherq he 
thus {pealcs : Anno fuit omnium generum bonitas L. 

Opimio Conjule r cum ea Vo^li temper ies fuljit^ qum 

coUurcm vogantur foils opere^ natallurbif DCXXXIIL 

Dih 
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* The Anthor having followed an Opinion he met with m 

Monfieur Hardwin'j Notes upon Pliny, upon reading his Litter 

now going to the Prefs, he has been forced to alter the Exfrtf- 

^m infom^ Places^ from the Form it was ftnt in to Dr. Batemao. 
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Durantque adhuc vina ducentis fere atmis^Jam infpe- 
ciem redaSla melUs afperi: Etenim hac natura^vinis in 
vetuftate efi\ nee potari per fe queunt^ Ji mn pervincat 
aqua^ ufque in amaritudinem carie indomita : Sed cate" 
ris vinis commendandis nimia aUqua miftura medica^- 
menta funt 5 quo fit ut ejus temporis aftimationem in 
fingulas Amphoras centeni nummi ftatuantur. Ex his 
tamen ufura multiplicata femijjibus^ qua civilis ac mo" 
dica eft^ in C. Cafaris Germanici filii principatu annis 
CLX. fir^uUs uncias vini conftitijfe mbili exemplo do^ 
€uimus referentes vitam Pomponii Jecundi vatisj ca- 
namq*^ quam principi illi dedit. Tantum pecuniarum 
dfitinent vim Apotheca. 

The Note that Monfieur Hardwin makes upon 
this difficult; PafTage is this. 

Si in Opimii confulatu licit atum vinum putemus in 
fingulas amphoras nummis five Sefiertiis centenis (Gal. 
monetie libris decern) tamen ex his Ampboris fingulas 
u»cias Caio principe confiitijfe vidimus tot nummis five 
£r. 4^ . quot ufiira centenum nummum illorum continet 
per annos CLX. multiplicata femijjihus^ qu£ ufiira d-^ 
Vilis (^ modica eft, Vfura femijfis eft cum de centenis 
mmmis femis in menfe redit — Galli dicunt fix pour 
Cent. — Itaq'y fi Amphora five vini oBoginta libra O- 

5mio confide centum nummis veniit faciunt autem 
!^XXX libra uncias DCCCCLX, nummos p6o in^ 
ferunt^ atq-y ita fingula vini uncia p6o nummis^ five 
H, S. conftitere qua moneta Gallica libra ftint nona^ 
pnta fex. Thus Monfieur Hardwin. 

According to which Words, as I under-* 
ftand them J he feems to me to fay, that an Ounce 
of Wine coft 96 Pounds French Money, or eight 
Pounds Enghfh, as I writ in the firft Draught of 
this Letter to Dr. J5^/^;»^/^, and I thought it might 
have been true, that there was fome Defeft in Pti^y^ 
in not plainly exprcfllng what an Ounce of Wine 

B 4 /came 
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came to •, but upon further Confideration, I tkink 
the Monlieur miftalcen, and Pliny to be fer other* 
Avifc intei'pretcd. 

N o \v the plain Meaning of Pliny^ I take to be 
this. He firlt informs us, that in Opmius^s Con- 
fulfhip, the Heat of the Summer hii that Year 
caufixl the W ine to be Excellent, and that an jfm- 
fhom^ orVcflclof Wine, containing eighty PounA- 
at the Time of it's Growth, might be bought for 
an hundred Sefterces, which in our modem Eng- 
lilh Money, come to about 16 s. Sd. and that in 
one hundi-cd and fixty Years, after the moderate 
Ulc of Six pr/- Cent, t the Interefl: of thcrfe C. Se- 
fterces would amount to 5x50 Sefierces^ now there' 
being jull p6o Ounces in 80 Roman Pounds, eve- 
ry Ounce would amount to one Sefierce^ which 
in our Money is barely two Pence, or an unexprcf- 
fible Fraftion more: And that with this Wine^ 
after 1 60 Years, the Poet Pomponius fecundus^ whofe 
Life Pliny had written, entertained Caius C^farCor 
ligula about the Year of Ro7m 784- 

What a valt Difference therefore is there, be- 
tween my Reckoning and the Monfieiir's, he rates 
the whole jlmpkora atf-ytfSo/. Engliih, which I 
f hinlc ihould be 8 /. only 5 he an Ounce at 8 /. I 

at 






f The Reader muft ohferve, that what in the Latin is called ufuri 
fcmhor femifiis, and thought to be moderate Intereft, will not he 
iAfy. to hi/?!, zi:}thout he be acquainted, that the Fajhion of Rome 
zvas to let out Mo?;%y hy the Katendar Months, at one in the Hundred 
a Month J .or 1 2 per Cent, but Pliny computes at half this Price, and 
therefore in 1 2 Months, that half life would in the Xear^ if they wen 
H, S, [Seftcrcesl J (H. S, being the Note or Mark for a Sefterce) 
tntiKe but 6 pey Cent, which 6 H, S. multiplied by one Hundred and 
Jixty Tears, would come to 960 H. S, equal to the Number of th§ Ouu» 
ces contained in 80 Roman Pounds -, for every Roman Pound contain^ 
ir^g l^ Ounces, the Number of Years it was kept, multiplied bytH^S^ 
f^ih Year J in )6o Xtars exactly equals $^q Ounces^ 
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at no more than barely two Pence ^ I leave it ta 
the Reader to determine who comes nearcft the 
Truth, after he has confuked Budaus ds Affe up- 
upon the Point ^ Who, tho' he has made the Cafe 
more intricate than he needed, yet Page 666 he 
concludes, uncias vini fingulas tat nummis confiitife : 
So that tho' I followed Hcwd^win in writing to Dr. 
Bateman^ yet I find in my reading Budaus I had 
long fince thus noted in the Margent, SinguUe uncia 
SinffitUs H. «S. conftitemnt. 

zdly, PUny in his xxxiii Book, Chap, the 3d, 
gives us this Account of the Roman Money j Ser-- 
vius Rex primus Jignavit as. jtntea rudi ufos Rama 
Remius tradit. Sigmtum eft not A fecudum 5 unde (^ 
pecunia appellata. Maximus Cenfus CX millia Affi^ 
urn fuit itlo rege j, £5? idee hac prima claffis. Argen- 
turn fi^tum eft anno urbis 48f . ^ Fabio Confule 
quinque annis ante primum helium Punicum. Et pla^ 
cuit Denarius pro decern libris aris^ ^inarius pro quin^ 
que^ feftertium pro Dupendio 6? femiffie. Libra autem 
pondus aris imminutum bello Punico prime j cum impen- 
fis refpublica mn fufficeret^ conftitutumq-^ ut ajfes fex- 
tantario pondere ferirentur: Ita quinque partes faSta 
lucrij dijhlutumq'^ as alienum. Nota aris fuit ex al^ 
tera parte Janus GeminuSj ex altera roftrum navis y in 
Triente vera 13 ^uadrante Ratis. ^uadrans antea tri-- 
uncis atribus unciis. Poftea Jlnmbak urgente^ ^. Fa- 
bio maximo DiStatore aJfes unciales faSH 5 placuitque 
Denarium XVI affibus permutari ^inarum oEtonis^ 
Seftertium quatemisy ita rejpublicaaimidium lucrata 
eft. In militari tamen Stipendio Jemper denarius pro 
decern affibus datus. Nota argentifuer^ higa atque qua- 
^ig^y &? i^^ quadrigatiq-, disk^ mox lege Papyria 
femiunciales affies faHi. Livius Drufus in Tribunatu 
plebis oSlavam partem aris argento mijfcuit. ^i nunc' 
vi^or^atus appellatur^ lege Clodia percujjus eft 5 antea 

enim 
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bic mamns ex Ilfyrico advechis merds be$ hAe^ 
tatur. Efi autem figmtus FICfORLt^ inde fumun. 
The Senfe of which in ihcn is thi% ^ That 
^ 'till the Time of Servms TuUuu the fixth Kii^ 
^ of the RnumSj thej uSed plain or rude Copper 
^ Money, and he fim coin'a it with Figures up- 
^ on it : And havii^ alio diftributcd the Citizens 
^ intofixRanks, orOrdeiSy the higheft Rank^ ora 
^ Patridam SauaoTj was at leafl: to be worth iioooo 
^ Pounds of Copper or Biais^ and the firft Silver 
^ the Rsmam ever coined, was in the Year ifjSf 
^ fix>in the Building of Rme : And at that Time 
^ a Denarius or Demer [which is xhi^Frencb Name 
^ Teity or a jD^mdwi,] of Silver was to go, or be 
^ exchanged, for ten Ends Affes^ each weighing 
^ ten Pounds. Not loi^after this, in the firft C/xr- 
^ tbageman or Pumck War, which lafled fix>m the 
" Year of the City 488, to the Year f 02, the 
^ Denarius that amwercd ten Pound .4^^, was 
^ now to anfwer or pafs only for ten two Ounce 
*^ jijffes : But afterwards in the fecond Punick War, 
^ when Hannibal made War in //^/y, the Romans 
*' coined their ./(^j into Ounce jijfesy and appoint- 
^ cd that fixteen liich Affes fhould pals, or be ex- 
" changed for one Denarius or Roman Penny, and 
** the ^mnarius for eight A£es^ and the Seftertius 
*' for four -^^5 and to the Republick gained half, 
I have palled by what Pkny tells us of their Tri- 
ents and ^uadrans^ as not material to my Inquiry ^ 
but Ihall take Notice of feveral Difficulties I ob- 
fcrvc in the forgoing Narrative : As firft, that 
Pliny fays, the higheft Rank or Cenfus of a Citi- 
zen, was to be one himdred and ten thouiand 
Pounds of Brals or Copper 5 whereas Livy^ as I 
have afore obferved, ftates the higheft Cet^us but 
at looooo Jfesi And idly, thztPttny makes but 

one 
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one Chaxige in the ir Years of the firft Pumck 
•War from ten Pouna JJfes^ or i^o 'Ounces, an- 
fwering a Denarius in that War to two Ounce jifes^ 
which feems to be a monftrous fall to be all made 
at once ; whereas in the fecond Punick War which 
lafted but two Years longer than the firft, there 
are three Changes y firft from two Ounces to onej 
fecondly in the Number of the JJfes^ from ten 
^Jfes in a Denarius to fixteen jlffes j and thirdly, 
from Ounce JJfes to half Ounce jlffes. Further, 
there leems to be a great mif-reckoning in Plit^^ 
when he tell us, that the Comipon We^th ^ined 
half when the AJfes were changed from two Ounce 
jdjfes to one Ounce 5 which would have been tru^ 
if there had not been alfo another Change in the 
Number oi AJfes that were to anfwer the Denarii •y 
for when the Ounces were two Oitoce JJfes^ then 
twenty Ounces anfwered to a Denier -, but when 
the fame Z)^/Vr was to contain fixteen of the Ounce 
AjffeSj there was only four gained in twenty, which 
was a fifth Part, and not half, as Pliny here falfly 
computes in his reckoning. 

I do not remember that I have met, in all my 
Reading, with this obvious Remark, or any who 
feem to anfwer it, fave the afore-mentioned Mon- 
fieur Hardwin'y and he in his Notes upon P/?/ry, 
gives fuch an Explication of it, as if the Hiftoriaa 
made no Miftake at all j but the Defence he makes, 
is beyond my Underftanding, and I think is fur- 
ther obferved in fome of the following Letters. 
•^ I need not take Notice of what Pliny further 
informs us, ^^ That the Silver Coin that was at 
'^ firft called ^ ^nariuSj becaufe it contained five 
'^ j4fesj when t£ie Denarius contained ten, and 
^' afterwards eight AJes^ when the Denarius con- 
^ taiASji fixteen^ was in after Ages galled a Fi&o-^ 
"" riafusy 
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^ riatuSj from a Coin that came out of lllyricum^ 
" rather as a Sort of Merchandize than as cur- 
^ rant Coin at Rome % but at length, by the 
^ Clodian Law, it was made a Sort of free i)^ 
*^ w/fe», being coined at the We^ht of a .^jtf- 
^ nariusj and with the Image of VICTORT upon 
^ it, frcHn whence the Name of ^inarius was 
" changed into the Name of FIClK)RI/tTUSr 
M Y further third Quere is, what is the mean- 
ing of thefe Words in the Place afore-cited. In 
mUtari tamen JHpendio femper Denarius pro decern of' 
films datMS 5 that is, ^ In Soldiers pay a Denier was 
^ alway given for ten AJfes^''. For the meaning may 
be, that the Soldiers in their Pay received a Dt- 
mer^ or fixteen Ajfes inftead of ten \ or ten Affts 
inflead of a Demer: If the Firft, it was for the 
Soldiers Benefit, as Interpreters take it > if the Se- 
cond, for their Lofs. In which of thefe Senfes it 
is to be underftood I cannot well determine j but 
by a Mutiny of the Pannonian Soldiers in 7tberius*s 
Time, complaining that they had but ten Affes a 
Day, and defired a Denier a Day 5 the Pratorim 
Cohort, being allowed two Deniers > this Paflage 
feems to be taken in the worfer Senfe, and that it 
was to the Soldica Lois. I find it not clearly ex- 
plained by others, but Mr. Hardwin feems to ex- 
plain this Place, but I muft confefe I do not well 
imderfland his meaning : And as for Bud^etis^ he is fo 
far from pretending to explain what Pliny defigned 
by it, {libra quinto de AJfe^ p. 696.) that he dif- 
inifles the Enquiry in thefe Words : Hoc igitur 
LeSlores viderintj ac Statuerint pro fuo qui/que captu 
aut arbitratUj quando id fummam rei a nobis compert(e 
6? explicate labefaEtare non potefi^ ut alibi diximus. 

S I R, I will trouble you with ao mdre of thefe 

Que-^ 
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Queries at once, but if you will promife, as Tra- 
iers do, that you willufc me kind^anodira-Time, 
lOM ihil be (ure of more of my Ct^l»m : In the 
[nterim, beggiig your Pardon, and returning my 
Thanks for m former Favours, I remain 



iielfiniy, near 
Darlingnn, In 
the County of 
Sitrham. 



Dear Sir, 
''*■ your moft obliged 

and Afiefbonate Serrant 



William Smith. 

The Anpmer wkkb tie DoBer gave to nff Sijier, 
was, that the ^uefiions were lea bard for ^m, and 
feveral of bis jlcquaintance be had Dtfcoarfed with nf' 
en it s but at lafi be bad met witb Dr. AibortfajOot^ 
liiho bad promifed to fend me an jtnjwer to than : itw 
•wbetber or no be madejkcb an Jnjwer^ I iMKir wf » 
hut if he writ any, it never came n^ iiandi to Sbis 
Hour. 

\_I hear that "Dr. Bateman dki tie fame Mtntb that 
this went to the Prefix and I ielieve could tut h 
iefs than 86 Tears of A^. ] 
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LETTER 

To Mr. Ralph Thorcsby, the Authot of 
tht Ducatus Leodienlis. 



Msrch leth. Anno 1712.' 

Worthy S I R^ 

SHope this Letter will find you in good 
T Health, which in this fickly Seafon 
1 1 ftiall be ^ad- to fee confirm'd iin- 
I der your own Hand. The caufe of 
I my Writing to you at this Time, is 
to beg a Favour of you j which be-' 
fore I mention, 'twill not be improper to acquaint 
you with the Reafons of my askinjg it. 

I have always thought, (everfincelhadtheleafl: 
infight into thefe Matters) that it was not only an 
incredible, but an abfurd Opinion (tho' entertained 
by moft of thoie that have writ De Re Nummarid) 
that Silver when it was firft coin'd, by theRepub- 
lick oiRomey bote the Proportion of Silver to Cop- 
per or Brafe, that i does to 840 ; And that ^un 
within the Coinpais of LX Years, it ihould be 
gradually reduced by 4 or f Alterations, as low, 
or it may be lower than as one to llxty > or in o- 
ther Words, That the Denariusy that was once 
valued at ten AJfes libraks, or no Ounces, con- 
tinuing, 
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tinuing at the fame Weight, moft Authors give it^ 
of 7 or 8 Denarii to the Ounce, fhould fell to the 
low Value of 8 Ounces only, I fay liich a difero- 
portipnate Value at firft^ and filch an equal Value 
at laft^ feems to'me to be highly irreconcilable, if 
not altogether impoffible. 

For if this had happened in the Nonage of the 
World, when Mines were newly difcover'd, ai^l 
the Worth of Metals unknown, the Wonder would 
not be furprizing : But to fuppofe that fiich unac- 
countable Changes fhould be made Iw a Wife and 
Politick Common-wealth, after the City had flood 
48f Years, and after 700 Years had lapfed^ after 
Solomon had made Silver as Stones in Jerufakm^ 
and all the Wealth and Treafiires of the Eaft had 
by Alexander the Great, and his SuccefTors, been 
transferred into Europe \ and Colonies of thc^ 
Greeks a long Time fettled in their Neighbour* 
hood, both in Italy and Sicily j for any to fiippole 
the Romans at that Time to be fo ignorant in Coin, 
or fo indigent in Silver, as not to know how to 
cftimate either Copper or Silver ; is what I admire 
that it ever came into the Mind of a C(Hifiderate 
Man to believe, or of learned and judicious Men 
afterwards to propagate and defend 5 as that great 
Scholar, and eminent Critick, Jo. Fred, Growmm 
has endeavoured with much Pains to do, in his 
four Books, de Pecunid Fetere^ firil printed in the 
Year I (Sf 6, and afterwards re-publifhai by his lear- 
ned Son Jacobus Gronovius^ imder the Title of his 
Father's Opus Triumpbale^ as he fliles it, in his £pl« 
file to the Reader, in 4to, at Leyden^ A^^- 1691^ 
and which I was obUged to the Rt. Rev. Bifhop of 
Imdon for the procuring it me, when he was then 
ooe of Q^ jtNNE's rlenipotentiarics at Utrecht % 
But my reading it has not in the leaft made, me 

his 
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his Convert, tho' he undertakes to aniwer all thcrfc 
that have fixrmerly countenanced the Opinion I am 
now of. 

p^ And thofe, as far as I can find, have becd 

only thrfe four, to "Wit, Paneerollus^ and JVJ- 
coJaus Ahramus^ in:fome Difcourfes of theirs, (» 
Gromvius by the by quotes them) and Gaffendus 
and Savotm^ whofe Difcourfes on that Subjefl: are 
tranfmitted, into fome of thofe Volumes of the 
Roman Antiquities, collected and pubHflied by the 
\e2XQedGrevfus s Gaffendus does but intimate his O 
pinion, as it were en fajfant^ but Savotus has dila- 
ted upon it fully, and at large. 

I N concurrence with thele Authors I fhall en- 
deavour to defend this New Ojpimon as well as I 
can 5 and take for my Groimd-work that very Paf- 
lagc of PHfiy^ fsx>m whence others have drawn the 
contrary Conclufion) that the Roman Demrm 
was but of the Weight of a Drachma^ or little more 
from firfl: to kit. 

The Paflage we all refer to, and which is the 
fulleft, if not the only Place can give any Materi- 
al Evidence in this Matter, is found in Pliny's 33d 
Book, and 3d Chap, of his Natural Hijiory^ in thdc 
Words following : . 

« 

Argentitm fignatum eft Anno Urbis DLXXXV 
(thro' miftake for 485*5 ^ Fabio Canfule^ quinfue' 
unnis ante primum beUum Punicum. Et placuit JDemh 
rius pfo decern Ubris aris^ ^inarius pro quinque 5 St* 
fierthnn pro dupondio 6f femiffe. Libra autempondut 
oris tmmnutum hello Punico primoj cum impenfis Refi 
fubUca non fufficeret y conftitutumque ut ajfhs fextanta' 
no pond/ere ferirentur. Ita quirtque partes faSta lucri^ 
SiJfoUaumqi as alienum. And a Uttlc after he goes 

on 
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1 and fays, — I^qft^a Annibale urgente^ ^ Fabio maxi- 
DiStatore^ affes unciaks faSij placuitq-y Denarium 
! VI affibus permutari^ ^inarium oSlonis^ fejiertium 

laternis. Ita Refpublica dimidium lucrata eft. 

Tax lege Papyria femunciales affes fa£iL Aureus 

^mmu^spoft anmmLXII percujfus eft quam argenteus: 
a ut fcrupulum valeret feftertiis vicenis ; quod efficit 
' libras^ ratione feftertiorum qui tunc eranf feftertios 

►CCCG: Pcft hac placuH XL. M. figmri ex 

urilibris^ paulatimq'y principes hnminuere pondus-j mi^ 
utijjimus vere ad XLV, M. 

[Here M: is fiippofed to be miftal^en, either for 
K Denarius^ or N Nummus. ] 

^ In tranfcribing thefe Paflages, I now firfl: ob- 
erv'd, what I never took Notice of before, That 
?Uny ufes ( if the Print be right ) Seftertium as a 
N'euter in the fingular Number, and Seftertii as a 
MafciiHne in the Plural > contrary to the Rules 
jiven by Budaus and others, who make it a Maf- 
ruline in the Angular Number, and Neuter in the 
, Plural J when they write ^/>^, trinai^ quaterna^ 

'^' Seftertia^ and fo on to I^ongenta^ lignified looo^ 
|6o6j 'till they came to the lalt pooooo ^ and then 
Lt loooooo tney returned to the Mafculine agai% 
tiling the fame decies^ or if loooooo m/Vj, and fb 
brth to millies^ bis millies > but this by the by : 
To proceed therefore in my former Difcourfe. , 

A?v E find here Pliny givmg an Account of four 
[Changes * in. the Weight of Brafs Money, as op- 
)ofed to the Silver Denarii j in which he gives us 

C not 
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not the leaft hint of what Weight the Denarm 
felf was 5 but leaving us to compute, by the gi 
tor or lefler Weight of Copper it was exchaoj 
for, what Alterations were made in it's own Wcij 
alfo > which beii^ at laft brought to fevcn in 
Ounce, it's firft Coinage muft oe at about fift 
Times that Weight or Value. 

A N D to render this fbmewhat more intelligil 
and follow my Author's Foot-fteps> I fhallf 
confider what Proportion eight Ounces of Cop| 
( to which the Denarius was reduced af laft ) be 
to ten Pound j^Sj or which is the lame Thi 
I zo Ounces ; for which, as Pliny tells us, *^ 1 
^^ Denariij at their firft Coining were commu 
'* or exchanged. 

When the ten Pound jfffes or i zo 1 /. s. 
Ounces of Copper anfwer'd to a De- i 
»^r/»j^, they muft each weigh two Oun- r ^^ 
ces of our Englilh Money, viz. about J 

zdly, . When half Pound jffes^ for 1 
which we have only your * Stips un- 1 
cialis Authority, the Denarius would be f ^^ ^^ 
about an Ounce, or of our Money — J 

jdly. When the jfjes were redu- "] 

cefl to two Ounces each, the Denarius I 

would be the 3d Part of an Ounce f ^^ ^^ 

Silver, or ■ j 

4tl 



* 5^^ the Ducaf Lcodicnfis Pa^i 280. Number the ^th. 
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hly^ When there was a Change 
5 not only in the Weight, but 
iber of the -^j, the Number be- 
aifed from ten to fixteen, and the 
5ht Men from two Oimces to >^^ ^^ ^4 
the Denarius would be but one 
ir Pence, above the fourth Part 
. Ounce, and be valued at — 

ily, When the Papyrian Law fet- "^ 
fie jijfes at half an Ounce weight, 
iippofing feven of them in an 
e of Silver, they would ftill re- 
he Value of eight Pence in our 
^y, with fome Iraall Fraction o- Soo oo 08 
But for many Reafbns I endea- 
to avoid Fraraoiis, they amoun- 
to no more, than' to about the 
I Part in a Pound Roman, and to 
ce Proportion in the Denarius alio. J 
im hot fo foolilh as to imagine, that thefe 
the precife Proportions that die Romans kept 
I the Changes of their Money j for it might 
in, that they might find occafion to raife at 
Time their Brafs naif, when they railed their 
• but a third Part, or vica verja the Silver 
t be raifed more, and the Brals lels 5 for of 
wt can make no certain iEftimate, except 
of the older Denarii were now extant 5 but 
ibtedly there was like Change in the one as 
Ls the other > as I hope will fufEciently appeal' 
I I difmifs this Point. . 

From what Pliny tells, we may obfervc, 
that Copper or Brafs was raifed to that height, 
: it done at once or twice) that the Common- 
h gained five Parts in fix, (which is the very 

C z feme 
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fame with gaining firft one half^ and afterwards two 1 1 
^ds of the other naif ) in this therefore he hasccMn* I*; 
putcd right : However^ this Fall from fix to one 1^; 
fccm'd fo prodigious to AUiate^ and others, that by p 
the Words Ajjes fextarii^ or of two Ounces, tBcf 1^ 
would have interpreted it, that z Ounces waclto 
defaulk^ from the Poimd AJfes^ and ten Ounces |tir 
left ftill remaining 5 but this Fancy of latter Yean 
has been rejefted by all learned Men of all Opini- 
ons 'y But in Pliny^s fecond Rjsmark either he, or the 
Author he tranfcribed from, is highly miftakcn j fbt p^j 
if you compute aright, there was only the Gain of a. 
f th Part, and not of the half, as I have above ohfo^ 
ved,for all the .^5 put together will amount to i6 
Ounces, when under the former, there were no 
more left than zo Ounces. I never yet met wilh 
any Author that has obferved this Miftake, whidi 
yet is fo obvious, that I cannot but admire how ^jj 
they overlooked it. Thus much concerning PSin 
himfelf, who writing out of other Authors, (whofc 
Names he gives us in a very large Catalogue in the 
Front of his Book) is as often miftaken as they 
thcmfclvcs were j and this laft might be rather ano- 
ther Man's Fault than his own j for he was un- 
doubtedly a faithfol Tranfcriber, and tho' hereto- 
fore took for a great Lyer j yet the many late Dif- 
coverics in the Eafij has now vindicated him from 
that Imputation. 

I proceed therefore in the next Place to mention 
or take Notice of an Expreflion he ufed in his 
Account of Gold Coin, but it relates to Silver 

alfo, whofe Words are thefe. Aureus 

nmnmus poft annum LXII percujjus eft quam argenteusi 
it a ut fcrupulum valeret Seftertiis vicenis > quod efficit 
in Ijhras^ ratione Seftertiorum qui tunc erant Sefterm 
DCCCC, If this be the true Reading (which moft 

have 
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f&ivc thought faUc and unreftorable; but Savotus 
;affinns ri^t and genuine) the Sefterces muft be 
[nfliy bigger than they are now thought, and there- 
ihwrc muff be coineci when there was half Pound 
Affes at leaft, otherwife poo would never amount 
to the loweft Reckoning of Gold, when but ten 
times the vrorth of Silver 5 but be this as it will, 
and the Number miftaken 5 yet it follows unavoid- 
ably, that there was a Mutation or Change in the 
\Stperces 5 and becaufe there were always four Sejler- 
!"«; neither more nor le6 in the Denarius -^ that 
[Change muft be either for the greater or the lefs j 
d becaufe no Man pretends they were ever Icls, 
may be (uppofed they were fometimcs greater y 
unavoidably overthrows their Opinion ^ who 
[think the Denarii always at a ftand, and ( as Bti- 
imis and Gronovius would have it) neither more or 
le& than eight in the Ounce only. 
* And now from this PafTage of P//>)^, Ifhall 

^ ^' ^' beg the Freedom to make lome farther Obfer- 
ions upon thofc truly valuable Monuments of An- 
|tiquity, which your great Treafury of Coins furnifli 
as with, and fome of thofe RemarKs you have made 
[t^n them 5 for tho' you are pleaied to fay you 
lave only writ Hints for young Beginners -y yet tliey 
loe fiich as contain in them the Quintenencc of 
hrfut other Authors have delivered on this Subject j 
[iody there is a Pafliige or two, in which I ciuinot 
Mtogether come to a Concord with you. And the firft 
"ites to N. f. Page 280. where I cannot but ap- 
)ve your Colleflrion from the Stips uncialis^ which 
the Point, or Period under it, Ihould be the 
'lith Part of a fingle Jfs at that Time it was coin'd, 
|«therwife had it had the Figure i . I fhould have 
Itook it for one of the Papyrian JJfes-y but from tlic 
amcr Suppofition it evidently follows, that tlicie 

C 3 muil 
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muft have been a fell between the jifes Ubraksy 
and the Jfes Sextantarii. But I cannot aflent to 
your other Inflfarence, that then It was coined be- 
fore the firft Punick War, but rather under it, • 
when the firft Mutation was made, let it be fi-om 
the half Pound j(fes^ or the whole Pound > and 
therefore it could not be fo early as that War wa% 
nor older than the Year of the City 45)0. I have 
not, that I remember, read the Name you give it 
of Sfips Uncialis^ thcj' I do not doubt but you haw 
good Authority for your doing to. Under thp 
next N. 6, you have fallen into the like^ though 
.not the Cime Miftakc with Pliny 5 for fuppoii^ 
the Denarius^ as you and others do, to have been 
the fame it was before, here was no Room for that 
rife of the Denier 5 but rather a plain Account of 
it's fell J for tho' the Number 01 AJfes was raiiedp 
yet the Weight of them was deminShed, and the 
foimer Denarius changeable for twenty OunceSi 
was now brought to equal fixteen Ounces only. 

Hence I go on to your 7 and 8 Numbers, 
which arc both of them very remarkable, and for 
whofe Sake I chiefly write this Letter to you: 
The ^inariusj by it's Weight, fufiiciently proves 
it felf to be coined after the pafling of the Pafyrp- 
an Law 5 it's Figure V, and Infcription ROMJ^ 
Ihews it to be a Roman Coin. And here to tdl 
you my own Miftake, ( for Miftakes I am very li- 
able to ) I did not at firft Prize it, as I did after- 
wards 5 for you defcribing it's Weight by the Penny 
Weight, and the feven Grains over : I computed 
them only at 17 Gniins together 5 miftaking the 
Number of the Penny Weights in an Ounce, for 
the Number of Grains in a Penny Weight j which 
after I had adverted to, I found it muft weigh 1 
jconipleajly 31 Grains 5 which is within the 4th of ' 

a 
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|i Grain all that an Ounce Roman can pofCbly ai< 
Vs 4j8 Grains, of which that Ounce confifts^ 
*i^ divided by 7, gives to each Denarius 61 h 
This ^inarius mlljr proves that the Roman 
' Ounce was not dividai into 8 but 7 Parts j for 
'llieOunce had been divided into eight Parts, the 
[PownW w^ould have contained no more than r4 and 
I of a Grain y and the ^inarius by that Means 
I liave fallen to 27 Grami, and little more than 
4th Part of Grain over. I remark another 
Qg alfo in this ^inariusj in anfwer to an Eva- 
of GromviuSj wEen he is prefled with any De- 
.weighing more than tne 8th Part of an 
I he then denies it to have been an ordinaiy 
but a Medfil formed or made on an extraor- 
Occafion ; which cannot be applyed to this 
xus J for few, upon any eminent Occafion, 
defign to continue the Memory of it in fo 
a Piece, both for Size and Value : Or idly, 
any fhould have ftruck Medals of fo fmall a 
yet they would have took Care to have had 
regularly ftamp'd, which this is not on the 
rfej and had their Name, or fome other 
:, to denote the Perfon by, or for whom it 
IS coined and made. 

To the next N. 8. you give the Title of a dou-- 

Denarius: This Name does not occur in any 

luthor that I have ever read, but there may have 

fiich for ought I know > but in confonnity 

my Opinion, that believe that the Denarii chang- 

as the jdffes did, I fhould rather ftile it a Dem- 

anfwerable to the Change made when ^ Fa^ 

Maximus was Di£tator, and the ^J/is were 1 6 

and not i6 half Ounces, under the laft 

ion : This would make it a choice Coin, if 

be aiiwcrable in it's Weighty wliich Ihouki, 

C 4 were 
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were it perfeft, be i if Grains. But you have ex* 
prefled it's Weight lo dubioufly, that I cannot 
exaftly ftate it's Weighty the 4 Penny Weight 
brings it to ptS Grains,' and whether the Overplus 
will fupply the Reft, I know not > but if they fell 
much Ihort of that Number, it cannot be or that 
Sort formed under Servius Tullius^ for thole would 
amount to about iz6 Grains, or father better; 
118 as I have caft it up, but not exa&lyj fo that 
the Weights being fo near, if it anlwer the oiu^ 
it may anfwer the other alfoj and th6- it fall Ihort 
of either, it may be dwing to the Ruft, or to the 
Detriment in cleanfing it. But I cann6t here pafi 
by a fmall Overfight of yours out of Socipater Gkh 
riftus from Farro^ for leaving it with an (^c. ^M- 
tuor fcrupuUs major em^ &c. In your Text, thcQub- 
tation lignifies, or proves no more, than that there 
were Silver Coins of 4 Scruples Weight: And 
therefore I Was forced to fcek the Quotation clfc- 
wherCj to prove it 7 Scruples j when yet after- 
ward I found your Margent made out what was 
wanting in the Text, which exprefly (ays thuS, 
§uatuor fcrupuUs major fuit. quam nunc efi. ' I hope 
you will as readily forgive me thefe Striftures, as 
^ I can pardon you the Efcapes that . occafion'd 
* ' ^* them : Neither ftiould I have mentioned them 
now, but OS a Means to prevent the like hereafto^ 
and that your Book now in Hand, may come out 
as correct as poflible, '^vhich I defire to know how 
far you have proceeded in, and in what Volumn 
you intend to print it, uhd when we may have 
hope to fee it publiflied. 

Being come thus far, you may poflibly ask 
what made Bud<eus^ and the many Authors that 
has followed him therein, firft ftrive to confinn ' 
their own OpinioQ of (8 Denarii ' to the Ounce 5 

' and 
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mi then to reje£t the Arguments oflfered to prove 
the Denarii were fometimes far bigger, and fell in 
Proportion as the jifes did. I have here mixed 
two Qacftions togedier, which had been better 
feparated, had I had Time and Room in this Pa- 
per to have treated of them finglv. 

And firft, I conceive that tne main Defign in 
leflening the Dsnarii in Weight, was to increale 
and enlarge their Number 5 that as there were one 
VLnnd^pdiDrachnue in the Mina^ fo there might be 
to hundred, or near it of Deniers in the Roman 
Pound 5 and to complete their Defign, when they 
could llretch the Denarii no further than p(J, they 
'were forced to fuperadd 4 Denarii^ or half an Ounce 
more, to compleat the full Number of one hundred j 
but this Atteinpt of theirs did really prove unfuc- 
celsfiil, and inftead of making the Denarii^ or DrO' 
chnke^ to anfwer each other (as the Greek Hiflori- 
ans efteemed them, and therefore tranflate fo many 
Dtmrii by fo many Draehnue) they became more 
diverfe, and at a greater Diftancej for the jittick 
Drachma were a Coin that earned the Weight of 
66 Grains, as Mr. Greaves and Bifhop Cumberland 
have ftated them, (See Comb. tFeights and Meafuresy 
Page 111.) thefe multiplied by 100, which were 
in- the Mina^ make 6600 > whereas the Roman 
Pound of f Zf6 Grains fell fhort of it, even when 
the half Ounce was added, to make it in all 
r47f, by no left than 1 1 Zf Grains, which divided 
oy 8 Grains to the Penny, gives us a Difference of 
izs. (odd Pence) Englifh 3 whereas all this might 
have been, and was better provided for, by equal- 
ling I GO of the Confular Pence of 7 to the Ounce, 
to the 100 Drachma^ the Difference would not be 
fo great, and that fell on the Roman Side, who 
gained about an i8th Part in the Exchange 5 the 

Jttick 
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jtttkk Coin, as all f>ther Coins do, lofii^ (bme* 
thing of their Rate in ^Foiei^ Country^ wheit« 
as the Roman Coins, after their great Q>nquefisa« 
broad, were no where Foreigners, thro* the extent 
of their whole Empire. 

That which countdi^ced this Conceit of eight 
Denarii to the Ounce, was thofe ingenious Veiies 
(for I take or efteem them as (iich, oeing writ oa 
lb difficult a SubjoEl:,) which go imder tne Name 
of Rhemnius Fannius^ and was miftaken for Famm 
PaUtmon^ who lived long before him s this latter 
Poet living after the Emperors became Chriftiansj 
in Conftatitine the Great's Time^ before whom, or 
under him, the Roman JD^^i^i were changed, and a 
different Way of Account by Solidij MiUiarenfis^ and 
Folks introduced^ and what is faid againfl Rbemm- 
us Fannius^s Authority, -holds more forcibly againft 
Pa 8 P^efciaaf^^ who Uved under the Emperor Ju^ 
' ftitiaHj wheii the Name of Denarii and Seftef'^ 
ces were almofl lofl to the World j fo that Grono- 
vius^ves up this Author, as being either a fpuri- 
ous Piece, or Prifcian hinilelf much miflaken in his 
Valuations : But on the other Side Celfus^ and Scri'^ 
honius Largus^ both eminent Phyficians, and PU$^ 
after them fays, there were omy (even Denarii in 
the Ounce, and 84 only in the rounds. 

The Objeftions they make, and the Reafbns 
alledged by Gronovius for abiding in the old Opi- 
nion, Are in fhort fuch as thefe that follow, ift, 
That the Denarius would be of a monffa^ous Bulk. 
2dly, That there remains no mention of greater De- 
narii than thofe equalled to a Drachma. 3dly, That 

no filch Coins can now be met with j with 

fome others which I fhall not mention, becaufc al- 
ready refuted by what has been faid above. 

And 




Ve Re NHmmaria^ 37 

A KTD in Anfwer totbde little better than fiivo« 
lous Allegations we may fay, that die Ponderofitjr 
of the Senarii ought not to be called monftix>u% 
vrhsxx the jtjfes axe acknowledged to have been fix 
times their Weight, when fuppofed the larg^ ot 
odierwife that two Ounces or Silver were equal to 
ten Pounds, or i xo Ounces of Brafs. 2dly, That 
there was no mention, of any different from eight 
in an Ounce, is lefiital by the forementioned Quo* 
tations from f^arro and Pliny^ (^c. and jdly, Inat 
there are none iiich remaining mijght be occafion* 
ed by the Rinnans new Minting their Money upon 
every fuch leflening of it : And yet if we mav 
ive Credit to Savotus^ who fiirely durft not &1^ 
le when he quotes the Noblemen in France who 
have them, and where he weighed them, and fays 
^ there are fevcral J^narii marked with the Letter 
'^ F. and with ROMjI infcribcd upon th^n, that 
^^ are fo heavy, that five only would make an 
" Ounce, and 60 the Pound : '* Not to mention 
again wlut is afore obfcrved, concerning your own 
admirable Pieces, the ^uinarius^ and double Dena? 
rius^ as you flile it. 

I have a long time intermitted my Study of thefc 
Matters, and nad iK>t now for fome Hours return* 
ed to it > but that I expefiked about a Fortnight ago 
to have feen my elder Nephew from Rawden > but 
fome Accidents intervened that hindred his intend- 
ed Journey into thefe Parts for fome Days; and 
having upon [this Occafion viewed fome Abfbra£ts 
out of Savotus^ I found I had writ them fo badly 
and haftilvj that I could fcarce read them my fell^ 
and much lefs could promife or hope, that any 
would perfed: my Colle6tion§, or methodize them 
hereafter 5 and therefore I purpolc to employ one 
of my Nephews to do it, whilft GOD fparcs my 

Life 
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Life to fupervifc the Undertaking, and to perfisft 
thatDefign. 

, And I beg the Favour of you, when you can 
fpareTime, to fend me the precife Weight of your 
'_ 8 th Number, and likewife as many or the 
' ^* '■ Greek Staters and Drachmte^ and the Family, 
or Confular Denarii^ and alfo the Aureus and Demr 
rius of Tiberius N. p8, pp. if they hold out their fiiH 
Weight. As to the later Gold Coins after Conftantim 
the Great J I am not fo curious to enquire after them, 
•Mr. Greaves having coUefted a great many of them 
to my Hand, and given us the pieft he could meet 
with in Italy^ and tneir feveral Weights in Grains; 
And as to their SoUdi Aurei^ as they were ulually 
ftiled, and fix'd by Conftantine to yz in the Pound, 
of ail that he could meet with from his Reign, 
down to the Emperor Heraclius*s Time inclufively, 
(that is for 300 Years and upwards) there is not 
any (fave one) that either exceeds 70 Grains, or 
falls lower than 68 > this Exaftnefs proceeding, as 
I fuppofe, from thefe Solidi being the Standard by 
which all Payments, both in Silver and Brafs were 
to be regulated and valued. 

- I intended, when I begun this Letter, to have 
added fome Thing more concerning the Silver 
Milliarenfes and Brafs Folles^ that came in the 
Room of the former Denarii and Affes Romania 
for which I am wholly obliged to the accurate 
Defcription and Difcoveries of the learned Gronovi- 
usj who has correfted all his Prcdeceflbrs Miftakes 
about them j as alfo their Computations in many 
other Matters : So that, except where his beloved 
Helena^ of eight Denarii in the Ounce, does not 
millead him, he is a moft exaft and diligent Com- 
putant. But I conceive I have fufficicntly cloyed 
your Stomack already, and in both Senfes the Pro- 
verb 
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ireA may be extended, to think it Time to cry 
Dut, Mams a tabuld : And therefore Ihall conclucfe 
lU, Vith my beft Wilhes for your Health slnd 
Profpcrity, and alfo a perfefl: Afliirance that I fhall 
ever remain, 

Dear Sir> 

^ith^l'7^1"^ your moft affeaionate- Friend 
p. would he itrefime to me {now ^nd humble Servant 

turn'd of 70 ) with a wearied 
Hand, and worn out Pen, to 

' '^JT[Z*f '^L '"^^'" if**"? WillUm Smiths 

and therefore hope you will excufe 
the many Blunders in it, 

POSTSCRIPT. 

PURPOSING to confine my Letter to a 
Sheet ( tho' vou fee I have exceeded it ) and 
end it with the old Ecclefiaftical Year :' I find up- 
on a Review, that I have omitted feveral Things 
that might have illuftrated fome of my Arguments, 
and fortified others : Of the firft Sort is one, that 
rektes to what I have faid. Page the Firft, where 
I might have obferved fome Paflages that are in- 
confiftent with the fuppofed Ignorance or Poverty 
of the Roman State, when their Silver Money 
was coined j for long before their Opulency ap- 
pears, by the rating the Cenfus of the higheft Sena- 
tors, in Servius Tullius his Time, at 1 00000 /• jiffes 
as Livy^ or 11 0000 as Dionijius Halicarnafs^ and 
Pliny ftates their Number, which we never 
find was alter'd in after Times, *till the Em- 
peror Juguftus advanced it a third Part higher. And 
that Anno Urbis 56f, when their City was burnt, 

they 
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they that remained in the Capital were able to 
raife a thoufand Pounds of Gold to remove tk 
Siege o£ the Gauls from it, arid this without touch- 
ing a Dram of their Gold ccmiecrated to thdr 
Gods, as Ldvy Notes in his fth Book, 48 and fttj 
lowing Chapters. Tho' Gold' was a Mettal dwy' 
did not defire to Multiply lb much as their Silverj 
and therefore would not fufler it in their Leagua; 
to be reckoned to them above ten for one 5 ^^bcs j 
at was computed as twelve and thirteen to (me in 
other Places. As alfo I might have took Nodcq- 
that feventy nine Years before that Coinage^ they 
were not only got acquainted with the Cartbapm^ 
0ns^ thofe great Mercnants and Money Cha^cr^ 
but iii League with them alfb ; from whom t^ 
Romans might have leam'd the Worth of Bnrf% 
had they liever fo much abounded with it, by thdr 
Exchange and Traffick with them, Uvyj Lib. 7. 
Chap. zj. Befides their Neighbours nearer Home 
would have drain'd away all their Brais for Silver, 
had Silver and Brafs bore that great Difproporricm 
which fome Mens extravagant Fancy has attribu- 
ted to them. 

B u T I have made fome more material Omiffions 
in Page the 8th j where partly for hafte, and partly 
for lack of Room, I have waved a common, but 
moft cogent Argument againft the light and trivial 
Weight affigned to the old Denarii : For admit- 
ting them to be but of about a Dram Weight, 
this unanfwcrable Abfiirdity would follow, that 
their Icfler Silver Coins would be too finall to pafs 
from Hand to Hand, without an unimaginable 
Care and Trouble, which will appear by this fhort 
Scheme following: The Denarius^ according to 
thcii: own Valuation, fell fliort of eight Pence of 
our Money 5 . the 4th Part of it, a Sefi^rccj could 

there- 
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l33ace£oYt fcarce reach v$ro Pence j the jUieJkj or 

coth Part of a Denarius^ would but be three Far- 

jiii^ and 4^th of a Farthing, was thodbre under 

yur Fenny i the Singula^ or zoth Part of a i>mi« 

rr«j, under a Half-penny ^ the TeruntiuSj the 40th 

Part of a DemriuSj ihort of our Farthing, 

Or to put the Argument in Grains, it will run 

lus 5 Suppofing the Denarius to have weighed 6^ 

rrains, which is as much as a Jroy Ounce of 48^ 

. Jrains, by which moft Authors have gone to make 

itheir eight Denarii^ out of an Ounce, as large as 

lihey could : Then ftating the Denarius at 60 Grains^^ 

fiicSefiercius at if Grains, xhtUbella 6 Grains, the 

Singula 9 Grains, the Teruntius 1 1, which brings this 

Coin almoft to beaten Silver : And therefore tho* f^ar* 

TO fpeaks of thefe fmall Pieces, and calk them Silver 

Coins 5 yet they were gone out of ufe in his Tim^ 

when (by the many fuppofed Changes) the Denarn 

were brought as low as to have the Ounce coinedinto 

feven of them. Poffibly upon reading this Paflage^ 

which will bring a Se fierce to the Weight of i r 

Grains only, you will Wonder how I can, as I thinit 

I have done formerly, ati leaft I do fo now, aiHgn 

eight Pence for the Value of a Roman Denarius^ 

and two Pence in our Coin to the Sefierce : My 

Reafon is this, that I have been told, and 

* "* always believed, that a Tr^j^ Pound of Silver 

was coined into tfi Shillings, and confequently an 

Ounce into 6z Pence > and then you muft either 

Augment the Number of Grains in that Ounce to 

496 Grains, or it will not allow 8 Grains to each 

Englilh Penny y or if you will keep to 480 Grains 

only, that Number divided by (S2, will not give 8 

Grains to each, but 7 r, or i only : But I go not 

by the Iroy Ounce, but the Roman of 438 Grains, 

which divided by 7, gives compleatly 6z f, which 

gives 
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give§ to each Penny 7 Grains 4 t, whicK is air m- 
confiderable Difference, and to a void Fra6ti«is 
not worth taking Notice of: Befides that, whdr 
I framed the Notion, long ago, of a Denarius be- 
ing, worth eight Pence ot our Money, and feme* 
what better, I built upon fome comparative lEfti- 
mates I made between the Troy Ounce and the 
Roman 5 and then taking a Troy Ounce to give 6i 
Penc^ the Roman would give f 5 Pence and t 
Half, and fomewhat better j and then if you divi^ 
f6 Pence by feven,' you will have a C^otient of 
eight Pence exaftly . I never obferved the Mif-cat 
culatioii of 8 Grains to the Englifh Penny, 'till I 
came to the loth Page of this Letter, and have 
not now Time to confider whether it be worth I 
while to reftifie my Miftake or no. 1 

There is ftill one Thing more left, and thaf 
Inakes the main Objefbion with Gromviusj viz. 
*' That if the Opimon I contend for IhouJd take 
*' Place, not only all the Greek Tranflators of Ro- 
*^ man Affairs, but many of the Latin Authors 
*^ themfelves, and the greatefl Part of. the Refto- 
*^ rers of Learning in Europe^ have been grofly 
*^ Mifbken'*. InAnfwer to which, I fhall reply, 
as the famous Chillingworth ( my Wife's great. Unr 
cle by the Mother's Side ) docs to one oT his own 
Arguments for turning Romanifl:, at his being re- 
conciled back again to the Englijh Church : His 
Argument for Popery was, '^ That the Protefbnts 
^ mifreprefented the Papifls." His only Anfwer 
to this, was a Verfe borrowed from the Poet H(h 
racij {jJb. Ep. i. Ep. 2. n). i5.) lUacos intrs 
muros peccatur (5? extra. With which I once more 
take my leave this Eajier Munday- 

March i6th^ 1711. 
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■ have left this Letter open for my Nephew to read, 
ordered him, if he can with Convenieitce., deliver it 
'elf; otberwife to Seal it up, under a Cover, and 
it to you by a fure Conveyance. Having no per~ 
Copy of this my felf, {have dejired him to traa-. 
•e it fair owr, and mark the Pam as he goes a- 
in his Tranfcript, that if you make any Obferva- 
f upon it, I may better know to -what Pajfages they 
fe : And whes he has dotie fi, to give you the 
ice of the blurred Original, ^or fairer Copy, which 
like befi ; and brt^ me the other ,back "when he. 
fs hither, which I hope will be veryjhortly. 
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LETTER 

From Mr. Ralph Thoresby, Author ^ 
the Book filled Ducatus Leodienfisj 

Dated the fth of April, 1711. 
Reverend Sir, 

O U have obliged me exceediaj 
ly by your Learned and voyli 
itructive Letter, which ccmfil 
of eleven clofe writ Pages, ai 
fouadrmcina Hurry, yet I hi 
read it over and over ag^ 
order to have' given you mi 
Satij&&ion than I fe^ I fhall 
able, ^ as' to your Queries about the RmiM Coin 
And fim I cc^ulted P/tvy for various lA 
ons, havuig an ancient Edition, Amo if 11, m 
has the fame Miftake with yours, ^ingenttji 
eSogeJimo ^intii for 48f j. the next Page has: 
Aibiration Han. for Jtmibak and the Numbers 
Words at length Sefiercios Normvtm for your DCC\ 
I cannot but admire your Judgment and Des 
rity in Computation, and the good Ufe you h 
made of fomc rare Treatiics, De Re Namm& 
that I have not had the Opportunity lb much 
to fc-c i particularly that which the Bifhop of L 
don bought for you in I&Uandi and eamellly 
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^ou to proceed, perfeft, and publifli your ju- 
iis Remarks. I wiih I was capable of Aflift- 
0U5 But notwithftanding your Compliment, 
nclination, rather than ADilities, may oe con- 
:gA by the enclofcd Specimen of the Weights 
z Roman Confular Denarii ; tho* I have wen 

^en to half *a Grain, in every Piece that would 

• 

It, 

lave enclofed not only the Weights of the Sil- 

nd Gold you defired, but have added four- 

which is my whole Stock before die Impe- 
And cannot but oblcrve^ that the feireft and 

perfeQ: come nearefl: that No. 74. infcribai 
r. P UB. (for Argentum Publicum) viz. two 
r Wdght, ten Grains. Thofe which fill moll 
are (iich as have laid many Centuries in a cor- 
y Earth,, as thofe found in the Skirts of the 
•s, betwixt Torkjbire and Lancajbire. Only it 
be necefl^ to acquaint you, that one (viz» 
lO appears oy the finall Size, as will as Weight, 
o£z different Sort, I take it (tho* it wants the 
► be a ^inarius of later Age than the prececding. 

to wat is called a double Denarius^ I had 
entipients of fbme Grandees, when at London^ 

end^yrun the Way that almoft all Authors 

one^ His you haveooferved: But I acquicfcc 
ir judicious Opinion, that it is a fingle jDf ;^n- 
thc more early Ages, tho' it fall fhort of the 
;ht of the very firft. I had the Term of Stips 
rifrom the no lefs courteous, than truly Noble, 
^Pembroke j but own that I have mifapplicd 
^To. f . becaufe it weighs but half an Ounce 5 the 
& that follows in No. (S. is a moft valuable 
as appears by the learned Mr. Gak*s reading 

which you will find p. 33J' of the faid Du- 

D 2. The 
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H E R E Is fefli Work for your excellent com- 
JRizing Talent; I do again repeat my Requeft, 
Oat you would compleat your judicious Obfei-va- 
^Ikms, get your Nephew to traiifcribe them, and 
fend them to the Profs for the Inftrudtion of the 
prefent and Future Ages. 

M y Manufcript that you are fo kind as to cn- 

r" ? after, was once defigned to be publifhcd with 
, . Title of FICARIJ LEODIENSIS: 
^«^ a #*»####**#*## But (if ever) 
jTtwill polfibly be m03avo with that of a Specimen 
(if the Scriptorei Eboracenfes j or, Memoirs offucb kar- 
«rf Authors and- Dignitaries^ as have been Vicars of 
Atf Church *y containing alfb the Lives of feveral 
Aichbiihops, Bifhops, and fuch eminent Perfons 
[ii have been Benefafetors thereto : To this will be 
Archbifhop Thorefbfs famous Manufcript, 
[{occommended in Bifhop Godwin ) from the Origi- 
fel in the Regifler-Office at Tork^ and a brief Glof- 
fay of the Obfolete Words therein : And an Account 
rf the New Church that is to be begun this Year, 
ijr the Encouragement of the Lady Betty HafiingSj 
|m the voluntary Subfcriptions of fevcTnl Gentle- 
and Inhabitants, and is already endowed with 
Itto /. per, Annum^ by Parfon Robinfra : But I forget 
felf^ and am tedious ^ and an aged Gentleman, 
'^bor of High Hoyjand) calls me offi tind h?.^ 
jht nae an acceptable Prefent of a Ti-anfcript 
Damefday Book^ as far as relates to likrt deLacy's 

in Torkjbire^ containing four Sheets. 

And yet I can hardly conclude without beg- 

(bme of the Antient Habits at Rawden > your 

gave me a Pair of fine old Gloves > But thci'c 

c feveral other very Antique Things, fitter for a 

D 3 Re- 
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Repofitory of Curiofities, than any realUfc. Have. 
you any Manufcript of the famous Mr. CbUBig^imA^ ^ 
great Uncle to your Lady (to whom pray my 
humble Service) I have a memorable LecUT of M 
prefented by Chancellor JViUdngfon^ to 

S I Rj 



tetds, 5th [TotiT moft buwhk Servant^ 

A;>r'tl, 1712. 

Ralph Thoresby' 

In tranfcribkig this Letter far the Prefsj I have A' 
ferved^ wbkb I know not whether in tbefrlhmg 
Letter I haw took Notice of or no^ that the Qmnarios 
above-^nentioned by Mr. Thorcsby, hut the Page or 
Number not noted^ is to be found %n his Bookj p. 281. 
No. 7. and is a very rare Piece^ and weighs^ as it , 
has fet it down^ in all ^i Grains^ and of our Money 
within one Grain of^ Pencoj which confutes Budasus and 
Gronovius*s Opinion^ that there are 8 Denarii contain^ 
ed in a Roman Ounccy and if we double the Number 
of Grains of the Quinarius, to make it advance to the 
PFeight I?/ ^Denaiius, the Pro^iB will he 6z Grains^ 
which wants but one Farthing of our 8 d. and [carte 
fi much as a Farthings ana every modern Penny 9f 
ours wants Jbmethingj as I have formerly computed^ of 
entirely weighing eight Grains : Now apply this to a 
Roman Ounce^ which weighs but 438 Grains^ and 
then fee how this will agree with the currant Opinion 
of the Authors above-mentioned^ that isj divide that 
Number into eight Parts^ and the Quotient will be 
but f 4 4 Grainsy which jkvided againhy 8 Grains in* 
to Penccj falls Jhort of 7 d. whereas thofe that follom 
Budasus, doufmllyfyoetheVij:}X£^XiPen^ cb.at 

" ^ kafi: 
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k^ : ms has happened from two Fallacies they were 
Uty of I the \% reckoning againft the exprefs IVords 
P^i^, &c. that therp were S Dcmxii in the Ounce ^ 
' iheHj to con)or their Miftahj computing by Troy 
ts in the Room of Roman Ounces, 

As to thed&tibUor anfientDcnmus^ p. zSi. No. 8. 
\Ms Author gives it at 4 Penny fFeights^ i Grain^ 
l^i/cb makes 97 Grains j or of our currant Coin^ at what 
mokes izd. now there could never have been coined fucb 
]^fre^bty Denarius, if the Denarii had been always 
ftay^ and not fometimes bigger andfometimes lefs^ 
to what is fuppofed by the two foregoing Au^ 
^ and if it Jhould be anfwefd that this Weight 
with none of them j / anjwer^ tho* it Jhould be 
\^ Part more^ whetf the A^cs went for Ounces^ and 
half Ounces j yet that fourth Part might be loft by 
;, JRufl^ Hr the ill Management of unarttficial 
onrerf to cleanfiy or make it bright and hand" 



s 



/ 



/ know n^ why ihefe Family Coins, as they are 
wAmes caUedj are of fo different a Weight as they 
}ffven in aty few of them havif^ the tfote of a De- 
vs impreffed upon them i the feveh that have are of 
F^^&wng fFeight^, or Falue. , 

I* Grains. d. q^ 

VO ^% JJas its true Weight and Value, of our? ^ ^ 
^" "■ " Money, vix,. S 



} 



Have loft a i6ih Part of their Weighty 
tberefbre are worth 



} 



7 o 



0% 



57 A Grain fhort of 7 

lit 53 f Value near 6 

43 -f and therefore wants Grains iS t» ^<^d muft 

wafted by Ruft or otherwife more than 2 d. ^, or fo 

klhort of Sd, which is no Wonder, flnce pofTibly 'twas 

led upwards of 2000 Years ago, and not lefs than 17 or 

»atlcaft. ^ont 
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None of tbefe Confular Denarii can he kfs than iyy> 
Tears ck/j and jams of them near 2.000 Tears agjn 
for about thai Itme the Papyrian L,a\y haj redu^ 
their Denarii to ifl half Ounce Afles. 




ASe- 
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^ Second 

A NSW E R 

/i4/ Kelation to my fof^gomg Let- 

<}»0 0/ mpfey of wbickt have m.Copy, 

Reverend Sir, 
' ,pUJtS; bjr the laft Pbft found' 

iilpjripfetl^ai) commonly throng, 
having to Anfwer Letters to 
bpth my. Sons, about Bufinefs, 
at the Biihop of Uncolti's, and 
at Cambridge i yet rather than 
let your ingenioijs Nephew come 
without a Letter, Iftolcfomuch 
Timeasto weigh the GVfif* Coins, which I thought 
would not have been of Ufe to you hcc^n(Q Staters -y 
Hpwcver, hcf e I tranifnit fomeof all the Greek Coins, 
ahd likewifei as, you defirp, of a|| the EfaJis C^^u- 
lax Monies ^ anif reqpell: your ' If^ed and. curious 
Cpngputatipps mereup4p > I meat} not as ^ the In- 
fcpjif,i9ns, Iwt Vidtjf ami Tiipes of Mintage 
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Due at US Leodienfis, 

zj6 4 9 29 This feems to have been clip^dj 

5 xo 10 f- This Statir is entire. 

S 4 II This I prefume u i Drachma^ 

9 I 13 f Videihfia^ 

I K No. p. the Printer has mifled a whole Line^^ 
viz. this by A N on esuoh Side X, and E^Y be* 
low, I miilook for ANCIATUM^ {4liafwrtm 
Cohma) *tilla learded Gentleman informed me, that 
this is the Momgramme for AxAlQN» &^. a$ in P:igQ 
275. No. p. See the Place. 

Kjontan Mo|iies, f. 279, 280^ and 335.] 

(No. lopo.) 

N* Pcn,weig. Grains.' 

The entire jiS i 4 7 I- More than an? '' 

Stmts z . 2 zi i Ounce (read J 

Tmns 3 7 5 one Ounce^ ' 

fuadrans 4 % 18 •- fourDw^ 7 

lie S/i/^ $ 7 17 Grains, f, j . 

The later 5Mii ^ 3 16 

The vaftly difFerent Weights of the laft two^ 
manifcft a great Diftance of Time in their Mintage 
and Currancy : I beg your Opinion by your lear- 
ned Nephew upon his Return. As to what you 
write relating jto the Index, 'tis very juft^ but I 
had much ado to get it printed, even as it is they 
Would not print a Sheet more. 

I am glad my Pliny gave you any Satisfafkion % 
1 have not fo much as toen Greaves 2)e Denario Ro-^ 
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mono. One Volume of the new Monafiicon is upon 
the Road towards me ^ Capt. Stephens leems an in* 
cnious Gentleman, but is a zealous Romanifi (I 
>llow your Letter Page by, Page) his Correfpon- 
dence with me was unaer the Name of Smithy one 
of the Undertakers, at Mn Boulter^s Requeft, I 
fumiihed them with abundance of Original Char* 
ters, and am told he has been very jufi: in acknow* 
" ;ing the Favour, 
-either did, ordefign'd toexprels the Page 33f, 
foi:Mr. Roger Gak^s ^cpofition of No. 6. butfujH 
le it omitted, elfe you might have found it pre- 
idy : I have not feen, or indeed heard yet ox any 
in JEptglandj who have got any of the jiureij found 
in the Queftor's Cheft at Medina. Since Sir Hans 
Shane lei^ned his Secretary's Office, I have not 
io much Coirefpondence, as I ufed to have, with 
the Royal Society^ Dr. Hally having lefs Inclination 
to Antiquities, Md Aftronomical Obfervations are 
out of my Way. I have from Mr. Tofs Manu- 
fcript, the Particulars of Archbifhop Thoresbfs Be- 
nefafitions, J have now got to the End of your 
Letter^ as well as my Paper 5 only renew my Re- 
queft that you would inftru£t the Curious with 
yom- Thoughts of the moft ancient Roman Monies^ 
w^ch woiud be very acceptable to 

Dear Sir, 

Tour hurnble Servanty 

In the Weights I follow the 
Co^nnon Computation of 
24 Grains to the Dw«. and x> ^1«%U Tk^<.A««k«r 

20 Dwts. to the Ounce. Ralph Thorcsby. 

/ need make no Obfervations upon this Letter^ heit^ 
that which follows gives a particular Jnfwer to the 
grcatefi Part of it. Mel- 
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Melfinhy^ May 4th, A"- I7i2» 
Worthy S i », 

Have recttved the Favour of yoms 
of the 1 8th of Jpril, very lately by 
the Hands, of my Nephew, wnofe 
Joum^ hither was retarded ibr 
fame Time by intervening Acci- 
dents : And am much obliged to 

I you, that in fuch a hurry of your 

ociicr Bulinds, you would borrow fo much Time 
from it, as to fend me the Weight of Five of your 
Silver Coins, and Half a Dozen of your Brafs ones: 
You defirc my Thoughts upon them, which I 
fhall give you in thefe followu^ Obfervations, all 
or mnft rdating barely to the Gravity or Weight 
of each of them. 

And firft of the Silver Coins. Page of your 
Book 176. No. 4, This being a Silver Stater, as 
you rightly Stj'lc it, ought to anfwer four Athem- 
an Drachma, ( for if it were a Golden Stater, on- 
ly two ) having thrown your Penny Weights all 
into Grains, th;it the whole Weight might be of 
one Denomin:ition, I find they amount in all to 
24f Grains. And to find whether it bore its true 
Weight, I computed what an jittkk Ounce, if 
there were any fnch proper Weight, anfwering to 
eight jOrafAiff^ in an Ounce, wou'dbe; t\ie Drach- 
ma being ftated by that excellent Mathematician 
Mr. Greavis, by feveral he met with, both in Italy 
and Greece, in his Travels, aiKl exaftly weighed 
them at 67 Grains i by that Proportion, the lame 

fup7 
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rn^^o{ed.jffbenianO\mcCj or eight 2)r^&f»<jf, would 
anfe to f 56 Grains (no ids than p8 Grains heavier 
than the true Rotndn Ounce of 438 Grains) 5 which 
Ihews the Abfurdity of thofe would frame eight 
Denarius'^ out of that Ounce, and yet contend that 
fuch Denarii^ and the Dracbmay were of equal 
Weight, and equal Value, as Bud^eus Md his Fol- 
lowers endeavour to do. According to the fore- 
going Computation, this Stater ought to weigh 
z6S Grains 5 and therefore falls {hort of. its triie 
Value 23 Grains, which is not very confiderable, 
being it amounts to no greater Lois than Ids than 
three Pence, in three Shimngs of our Englifi Money. 

The next Stater No. f . wdghing zf o j. Grains, 
wants of its Weight i5 t Grains, wmch amounts 
not to above id. ^ ^ J^- of our Coin. 

No. 8. which you (uppofe in your Letter to me 
to be a Drachma^ does not at all agree with the 
Drachma's Wdght, that being only 67 Grains j or 
as Bifhop Cumberland ftates it at 66^ in his Book of 
Wdghts and Meafures, Pa. 112. Whereas this 
Piece of yours weighing no lefs then 107 Grains, 
exceeds tne highelt Emmate of the Drachma by 
40 Grains : Therefore I take it to have been coin- 
ed for half a Stater^ and has How by Time and 
Wafting, or Coinage, loft 17 Grains of its juft 
Gravity. 

Number the loth, being exaftly of the 
^^* *• fame Weight and Ponderouty with Num- 
ber the 8th > ifrhat has been faid of the Former, is 
altogether applicable to the Latter alfo. 

Ino. pth. This Piece weighing only 37 Grains, 
if it were an Attick Coin, fomcwhat exceeds an halt 
Drachma^ viz. by about 4 Grains, or might bc^ 
four of their Oboti^ fix of which were contained in 

. . an 
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an Jttick DraAma-, orifitwexc an BmUc Coin, it 
does not much exceed their ^mMormSj to wmch 
CcMmtry you firft intitkd it, as fiippofing it coin- 
ed at the Colony or jtnhwrnj or jIBh^i but your 
learned Gentleman afterwards informed you, tiat 
the AN uiKHi it was die Mtmogram for AZAiok— 
A N, may oe xbcMmiogramm tar AXAlftN, for anr 
Thing I know to the Ccffltiaiy, not bemg at aO 
veriedinthelnfcriptions^ but mcrhinks it is ftniMc^ 
that this Interpretation fliould agree widi tfaeDe- 
feiption ¥ou gave of it, and the Printer omitted^ 
mz. this pj AN <m each Side X, and £ Y 6e- 
low, I miftook, for all thefe Letters ANXAN, 
can be no Mtmogram at all; for a Monogamy as I 
take it, contraos many Letters into a lels Com- 
pafi, but this rather extends them; befides, if AN 
DC the Monogram of AXAiaN, to what purpofe » 
the X intapo(ed, and the A N again repeated : I 
am no Judge of thefe Matters, and theiefore mutt 
wholly refer you to thole that are skikd in themi 
befides, the Piece it iS& ought to be more nicdy 
examined, whether the Graving exa£lly anlwersthe 
Original, or if not graved, the l^e(cription given 
of it be perfe£lly agreeable with the Coin it ^. 

Having thus communicated my Obiervations 
upon your Silver Coins fent me, 1 proceed next 
to make fome Remarks upon your Copper ones. 

Pag. Z79. Ducat. Lead. No. i. * This firft Ntun- 
ber fuled bv vou zxhjIS (Romams) does not come 
up to the niU Weight, nor near it^ that the leaft 
of the jfjisj that we ever read of^ does reguire^ 
for the jfjffesj even after the Papyrian lowenng of 
them to the Weight of Half an Ounce^ ought to 
contain 119 Grains compl^t: Whereas you give 

the 
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die Weight dF this at 4 Penny Weights 7 ; Grains, 

vliich amounts but in all to loz i Grains, ihort 

of its due Ponderofity by more than Half, or by 

lif Gndns : Thereibre it is improbable that it 

was ever coined for a Roman AS^ but rather for 

Ibme Subdivifion under it, even lefs than a 

* '* Senm^ or was a Triem^ with fome over 

Wdght cafually added to it. I (ay it might be 

^ther ckF thd^ with fome Failure of Weight by 

Rnft^ or Warn; but then the Want of the ifour 

IVxintt, if a Vtriens^ and of the S, if i Semis^ will 

not admit of this conjcfhires and therefott it muft 

ddier be the Counterfeit of fome ignorant Aitifl^ 

or the Figure I is unducly added ^ or if a true on^ 

and xiehtfy engraved, it will give Ground for rai* 

fiig tome new HypotbeRsj (iich as has been never 

ftt on Foot by anv hitherto. 

No. 7* Is mucn more to be relied on, and ar- 
med fit>m I being, I think, unqueitionably a true 
'mkt of the Ounce jfS^ when reduced to that 
W^^t under the fecond Punick Waf, and in the 
nme of j^ Fabius Maximus's Didbtodhip A''* I7r- 
Us f^6j and upon this Suppofition ought to weigh 
no mort than barely up Grains, o? which this 
^npighirtg 212^ Grains, has loft no more by Ruft 
sniTime, th^ barely f I Grains in IP37 Years 
fiooe its Coinage. 

No. I. In making my Obfervations upon this 
Rmtam jtSj I had not your Ducad. Leod, by me^ 
but computed from the Weight given me, as I 
diought m your Letter, where you write thus ; 

The entire jIS^ No. i . weighs 4 Penny Weights, 
7 \ Grains more than an Ounce, which being writ 
ittlier below the Line than even with it, I did not 
tike any Notice of it, but as a Remark of the 
Wdght, which for any Thing I then took No- 
tice 
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tice of, the Numbers preceeding might amount 
to > and tho* this was my own great Error, yet 
the Ocoafion of my falling into it, was your put- 
ting the leflcr Weight before the Greater, which 
I think ihould rather have been thus exprefled 

The entire AS^ No. i. weighs i Ounc^ 4 
Penny Weights, 7 f Grains. 

B u T I return now to examine not. only what it 
weighed, but what you have obferved upon it, fer 
I md not difcovcr my Miftakc, 'till 1 had d(W 
with No. the id j and now, fince I writ the hft 
Line above, I find I have nothing to do morei 
than wholly agree to what you have already fiid 
of it in your Book ; only I could have wiflied that 
you had faid, why you thought it wanted of its M 
Weight of 2 Ounces, whether by Rufl, or the 
Edges being diminifhed, or any other Impairment 
in die Coin if before the Alteration, uader the Di- 
itatorfhip of ^ Fdbius Maximus^ it muft be certain^ 
elder than A*^* Urbis f 5<5, and confequently coined 
in, or before the Date above given. No. i. m. 
nineteen hundred and feven Years ago. 
p Wh I ls t I refted my Pen to Id: the 

Page dry, I found I had once again in tiis 
No. I. made more Hafte than good Speed, not 
adverting that what you reckon near an Ounceaud 
and half does not amount, according to your Com- 
putation of an Ounce^ four Penny fFeigbtSj frm 
Grains and a half^ to a fiill Ounce and a Quarter, 
for it lacks fomething of it, viz. iz r Graiqjij 
But then again, on the other Side, I conficfer that 
by computing by the Troy Ounce, and Troy Vcanj 
Weight, you leflen its due Weight arid Propor- 
tion, for tho' I did not refledt on this before^ that 
yours was Troy Weight, or Troy Ounce j and nunp 
a Romany or Avoirdupois Ounce, one of which 

Ounces 
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Dunces amounts to 4S0 Grains, and the other to 
[.38 only. Though I caiiially avoided that Errour, 
jy calling all the rcnny Weights into Grains, and 
nofe Grains into Roman Ounces, and divided them 
jy the Roman Ounce* of 438 Grains, and not by 
he Troy of 480 : Yet now I will compute what 
his jfS comes to, when rightly divided by 438 
o the whole Ounce, and 119 to the half Ounce, 
nd lop r Grains to the Quarter Ounce Romany 
he whole weight you give mc in, when put to- 
gether, amounts to f 83 2 Grains, which again 
iibdivided, gives one Ounce, and one Quarter of 
a Ounce Romany and f 8 Grains, which is more 
ban half a Quarter j fo that it may be truly faid 
3 contain a Roman Ounce and half, wanting only 
.1 Grains, near which you give it in at^ yet ftill 
ranting 191 r Grains 01 it's full Complement^ if it 
ircre cdined for a z Ounce -<fiS, brought down to 
hat Weight in the firft Pmick War. 

But it it Ihould prove to have loft little or .no 
Veight f5rom it's firft Coinage^ then it will produce 
. new Argument, that there is another Change of 
Ifesy more than Plifrji makes makes mention of^ 

• 

From it Ounce jffesy to jffeso£ -i Ounces. 
lalfaPound, colle£ted from No. f , or ^ 6 
itips.UncialiSy or — ' 3 

3dly, To -^5 of 2 Ounces Weight, 1^ ^ 
mentioned by PUny ■ r > 

4dily, This of yours of an Ounce 7 ^ 

rnd half (if it were a foil ^S) S ^ 

f thly. The 4fes made in ^ Fabius ? ^ 
Maximu5*s Diftatorfhip, of : • ^ 

6thly, Thofe made after the Lex 
^afyriana of half an Ounce ' 

But 
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But for thefe Six Variations of the Weight of 
the Jfes^ the id and 4th Divifion wholly depend 
upon the Truth of your Stips Uncialis No. f . and 
upon the Weight ot the 'lAS^ now under Confide- 
ration. I proceed now to confider your jd Biafi 
Coin, which you ftile a Triensj aiid give your 
Reafons f jr it's having four Points > becauie when 
the 4ffes were Uberales^ the ^riens contained four 
Ounces 5 but you do not exprels what Weight 
you conceive that ^iSborc, ot which this was die 
^riens : Now I find by the Weight yoo 
^^' ^* give of it, that it weighed 7 Dw». Gnim 
7 5 thefe Penny Weights are accordinjg to the fnf 
Standard, but when reduced to Grams, it makes 
173 Grains, which is more than it oi^ht to do 
by 27 Grains, if it were a Iriens of the Ounce J^ 
fes% now becauie Coins often fall ihort of^ M 
leldom or never exceed the true Weight 5 I rather 
fancy it has been a ^riens of the two Ounce Al^ 
which makes it a more rare and valuable Coin, 
becaufe the older, and then mufl have been coined 
between the Beginning of the firft Pumck War, 
and the 4th Year of the Second j becaufe in that 
Year of ^ Fabius Maxmus^s Diftatorfhip, the Jf* 1 
fes were reduced from two Ounce to one Ounce 
Weight ; but if we fix upon it, as a friens of i 
two Ounce ^J, it will want a vaft Deal of it's 
true Weight, and fall ihort of 2p2 Grains, which 
is the 3d Part of two Roman Ounces by i ip GiaiiVy 
which is above a 3d Part of it's proper Weight j 
which it can fcarce be fuppoied to have loil, and 
yet retain it's Figure and Stamp fo fair as you have 
printed it. 

Pag. 280. N. 3. To anfwer therefore this Ob- 
je£tion, and change my Opinion of it's beii^ a 
Triens of a two Qunce jiSy which I now nnd, 

whikil 
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whilcft I am examining the Number of Grains, I 
fell into bjr a falfe Computation of what the Triem 
fhould weigh. I muft again remind you of what I 
Slave akeady (aid concerning the Weight of Num- 
ber the Fim, which is likewile deficient of above 

I 4th Part of it's due Weight, and therefore que- 
ried by me whether there was not a Time when 
:he jfffes were Ounce and half jijfesj and would 
wrcigh, if entire (5f 7 Grains 5 and then fuppofing 
:his Number 3 to be a Triens of fuch an ^ S^ then 
^ould it ftill want 4f Grains of it's proper Weight, 
wrhich it may be well fuppofcd to have loft in near 
tooo Years fince the making of it. But this being 
ill of it conje£turc, nothing can be drawn from 
it, 'till examined by other antient Concurrence 
with^ or diifFerence from this yet unheard of Hypo- 
thefi^ of mote Variations than thofe Pliny fpeaks of. 

N. 4. A ^adransj as you ftile it, (tcftified to 
be fuch by the three Points impreflcd upon it) 
weighing 66 r Grains. If it be a ^uadrans for an 
Oimce jiS^ it has loft 4} Grains j if of a half 
Ounce AS^ it exceeds it's proper Weight by 10 or 

I I Grains 5 whether Suppofition you will follow 
Ac Matter is not very material, and muft be deci- 
ded by the Faimefs, or Wafte of the Piece it felf ; 
for 10 Grains of Brafs was of fo little Value, that 
Cokiers, if it fo happened to fall above Weight, 
would not take the rains to leflen it j both tneie 
Stippofitions are almoft equally probable. 

No. f . the Stips uncialis^ as you ftije it, 
** or Uncia of an AS^ (or nth Part of an 
AS^) which muft always be called Uncia^ be it 
great, or be it little ; for it got this Name when 
rhe AJ/es were of a Pound Weight, and retained it 
when the Affes were but of an half Ounce weight, 
ud by Confequence the Uncia but 18 ; Grains, or 
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to omit Fra£tions, no more than about the i6ih 
Part of Uncia ponderalis, I know not whether I 
I have fo much of the Arithmetician, as to make 
this eafily intelligible to you 5 for it (eems to me 
very difficult to explain the Roman Manner of Cm" 
futation > for they had two Sorts of Affes^ the firft 
called As ponderalis •y and the fecond, As dividens\ 
the As ponderalis amongft them always confift- 
cd of 4^8 Grains, neither more nor lefs, and con- 
tinues to at Rome to this very Day, ns Fillaipdnh 
dus^ and others inform us: But the As dividensvm 
made ufe of when any whole Thing, were it grci- 
ter or lefs, was to be divided into Parts j fo that 
if a Man's Eftate or Inheritance, or any Thing dfe 
was to be divided, the whole was called an JS^ 
and its Parts, when divided, were called by the very 
fame Names, that the Parts of the Primitive As ff- 
irales was, defcending from Deunx to Dextrans^ Do^ 
drans^ BeSj Septunx^ SemiSj ^uincmxj TrienSy ^ut^ 
dransy Sextans^ and Uncia. ikus ^ino\dRo9nMUL- 
dy dividing amongft her Paramours her whole E- 
ftate, which might poffibly confift not oiJ^ of ma- 
ny Pounds but Talents, to borrow that Greek Ex- 
preflion to fignifie a great Sum 5 is thus expofedby 
the Satyrift, Juvenal, Sat. i f 40. Uncialam Procu- 
leius ham J fed Gallo deuncem > that is, The one wa 
made Heir of clevcnP^Ms, the other only of a twelfth: 
And as the they did thus apply the ASj and its 
PaiTs to a great Eftate, as when a Man gave all he 
had to another Perfon by his Will, that Legatee 
was faid to be Haeres ex Ajfe, or of the Wholq 
when of a third, or fourth Part, that L^itee 
Was but Hares ex triente, or ex quadrante : So like- 
wife did they apply the fame Names, or Parts, to 
their Coins, were they greater, or were they Icfi: 
Thus the As dividens of an As libralisy was Uhm 
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pof$deraUs^ of a Six Ounce AS^ the Uncia in Name 
was but half an Ounce in Weight 5 when the jt£es 
were SextantakSj or of i Ounce Weight, the Un^ 
tia dividens m^^ but the 6th part of an Ounce in 
Weight, and when the AS was Uncialis^ the Unckt 
dividens was the twelfth Part of Uncia pander alis j 
And laftly, when the AJfes were at the loweft Ebb, 
the Uncia wminalis or dividens was only to Iveigh 
the 24th Part of an Ounce Ponderalis. 

And whereas I have, thro* Miftaic, in the Be- 

f Inning of this Page, computed what the twelfth 
art ot an half Ounce AS was to be, (Fraftions o- 
flaitted) viz. about 18 Grains or more, that Com^- 
puxation, tho' in it felf very near the Truth, fup- 
pofing the Coin were an l/ncia^ of an half Ounce 
AS^ yet now upon further confulting your Book, 
the l/ncia^ xmder Confideration is a Stips uncialis^ or 
Uncia of an AS of 6 Ounces Weight, as you fup- 
po(e it s then, as I in fome Hafte compute it, the 
whole AS was to weigh 2616 Grains, and the Un- 
cia of liich an AS^ or the twelfth Part of it ought 
to be exaftly (if my Grofs Sum be rig;ht) 218 
Grains, neither more nor lels 5 tho' it is like I have 
fome where mif-reckoned, for moft ceitainly the 
twelfth Part of 6 Ounces muft be 2ip Grains, the 
piccife half of 458 Grains, but it is not very ma- 
terial in this Matter which is Right, which Wrong ^ 
for the Weight of this Uncia is only i8f Grains, 
^nd therefore falls fhort 33 or 34 or what,^ upon 
your Suppofition, it was coined for 5 but if there 
was a fell of the Aps betwixt the j 2 Ounce Af- 
fis and the 2 Ounce Ajffes j in all Probability this 
is one of them, and fuppofe it coined, and the AJ/es 
leflened before the firft Punick War, for Pliny fays 
they were brought to 2 Ounce AJfes under it 5 it 
mjifj: ^ the Iqweft Computation been coined 
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1984 Years ago, and therefore it is no Wonder if 
Ruft, aiid Time and Cleanfmg may have occafion- 
cd fo fmall a Lofs, as thofe 30 odd Grains come xo. 
You muft excufe me if I feem tedious, wheal 
have not Time to confider, contra£b, and re£Kfe 
Miftakcs : However, I muft not forget to acquaint 
you, c-iat you are not to retracb, as you feem to do^ 
the Title of Uncialis^ becaufe it weighs but half an 
Ounce, but if there be any Emendation to be made i 
in that Expreflion, it muft be inftead of calUng it 
Sups uncialisy only Uncia Jffis femilibraUs 5 for I 
fuppofe when there were not only AJfes but Decvf' 
fes^ imd it may be Centujfes^ aalled Ms grave^ which 
might be four Square, or oblong, and thercforca- 
pablc to be joined in Heaps together, from which '• 
fome think the Words Stipendia^ or Stips^ derived} f 
yet becaufe thefe lefler Pieces, and coined Copper ^ 
or Brafs were not in a fit Figure, ut easin cellispr 
parent 'y as they did thofe greater Weights, wmch 
we may rather call Sums than Coins. I think the 
Word Stips when apphed to a fmall Sum denoting 
as it were an iVlms, or fmall Relief given to aB^- 
2;ar 5 the Stips uncialis was the i zth Part of the 
Tmall Jffes only ; for an Uncia o£ zn j^S libralis was 
a full Ounce, and not likely to borrow it's Name 
from being ufually given in Alms, for every fuch 
Uncia^ according to the Value of Brafs, or Copper, 
at lall would be the 8 th Part of a Denarius^ and 
therefore equal to one of our .Pence 5 and I cannot 
think that the Romans were fo charitable, when 
^^ ^ Money was fo fcarce with them, and the Rich 
almoft cruel and oppreflive to the Poor, as 
to have no lefs Portion of Brafs to give, than a whole 
Ounce, when a Sheep was valued but at i o JJfes^ 
and an Ox at 1 00 3 I know not whether this Re- 
mark will bciu: the Touchftone 3 I only offer it to 

Con- 
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Confideration, and.tho* I think the Word Stips 
not fo properly apjjlyed to the Uncia of the great- 
eft j/ffesj yet cert^y none would ordinarily give 
his than the Stips Uncialis coined any Time fince 
^ Fabius Maximus*s Didtatoiihip. 

N. 6. {Ducat. Leod. Pag. 280. ) This Coin you 
ftile a later SemiSy and gives in the Weight at 88 
Drains. If this be a Roman Piece, and half their 
^ S^ it muft be coined after the A8w2c& reduced to 
It's finalleft Size hy the Papyri'an Law, and ihould 
weigh I op .7 Grains, of which Number it falls 
Chert by 41 Grains and a Half: But in Diflent to 
that leaned Gentleman, whofe Opinion ydu quotc^ 
I cannot but Note thcfe two or three Things: 
ift. That, as you have obferved to my Hand, it 
Wants the Infcription of Roma upon it, zdly. 
That if you read the Infcription as that ingenious 
Perfon does, and to whom upon many Accounts I 
am greatly obliged, and particularly for the Loan 
of feveral BooksT, out of which I have made Col- 
le&ions, borrowed out of his Study by the Inter- 
vention of his Brother, the Redor of Scruton^ who 
has lately loft his Lady, and Was not at the Vifi- 

tation this Spring. You own that in the Words 

or Letters JeDNAAI ARO, interpreted thus, 
Mdificatio navium a Romana gente : The V in Navi 
is inverted, or turned upfide downj which tho* 
fuch Miftidces are commonly found in the Coins of 
Barbarous Nations, yet I know not whether the 
like be ufually met with in the Monies of the 
Greeks or Romans, jdly, I fomewhat queftion whe- 
ther that you read an S^ or Semis be truly fo, and 
not rather a Curie of Hair, much rcfembling an S. 
4thly, And principally, and what is of moft Mo- 
ment with me, ii it were a Semis coined in the 
fii^ Pumck War ( and there was no fuch uEdifca- 

E 4 tio 
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tio Navium mentioned by Livy in the 2d Pumck 
War ) If it were in the Beginning of that ^ar, it 
muft have weighed either half twelve Ounces, or 
as you ( elfewhere ) fuppofe half fix Ounces 5 najj 
if towards the Middle or End of it, when the Aj- 
fes were Sextantaks^ it muft have weighed, or was 
coined for 4J8 Grains 5 whereas this Piece weir- 
ing but 88, has but two Grains more than a mk 
Part of that Weight, and falls fliort more than 
€hree Quarters in four of what it fhould be 3 and 
therefore comes nearer to an UnciA than Semk of 
fiich an ^4?, as this Interpretation fiippofes it to 
be. 

p^^ I have made all thefe Remarks upon your 

^^' ^' Brafs Coins, rather for your SatisfaoioDi 
that you may be informed what the Pieces ait in 
themfelves, and in what Age they were ftamp*d, 
then for any Knowledge I can gain by them : As 
to the main Defign, which I am pimiiing, con- 
cerning the Weight of the Roman VenariL when 
Sih'cr was firft coined ^t Rome^ for upon this De- 
pends the Value of the flrft Roman Cenfus^ under 
Servius Tuilms his Reign 5 which allowing that 
low Value of Brafs, which the Stream of Modem 
Writers give it, of one Drachma of Silver being 
worth 840 Drams of Brafs, a Senator's Efbtc 
v/ould only be worth a very fmall Matter, and the 
Price of a Sheep but 8 d. of our Money, and an 
Ox but 6 s. Sd. Whereas upon my Hypothefis 
of the Denarii being greater or lefs in Proportion, 
as the jlffes were heavier or lighter, the Value of 
Sheep and Oxen, and the feveral Mul&s put upon 
Offenders, and the Roman Senator's Eftates will be 
better rcconcileable to after Times than now they 
^^\: And a Senator's Eftate, of the Alteration of 
wh;^h wc read nothing, as far as I remember, 'till 

Jugtifius 
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'Augujlus his Time, will not fell above cme fixth 
Part fhort of what it was before the Common- 
wealth was turned into a Monarchy : I have not 
Time to ftate this Matter aright, out as fer as I 
remember, Budaus and othci-s reckon the Cenfus of 
a Soaator to be about J33,/. Englilh, they reckon- 
ing a Denarius (bmething ihort of What I do, who 
I alfow 8 d. to it, when at the loweft, before the 
; Time of the Emperors, when poffibly they were 
^ lighter J but as I compute the- faid Cenfus being 
^ reduced fix)m f 00000 Affes to loooo Denarii y the 
Sum they would majke of our Money would be 
5 5 3 /. <5 J. 8 rf. This Computation is made upon 
their Hypothefis, that the Denarius was always one 
and the »me from firft to laft: But upon my Hy- 
pothefis, which {upp(^ the old Denarii to be (u- 
miniihed gradually, as the Affes themfelves were 
^m a ^indecupie Proportion, or from fifteen to 
one, I make a Senator's Cenfus to have been fifteen 
Times as much as they make it y whteh amounts, 
if my Calculation be right, to fooo/. Engliih, 
according to Livy^ who gives in the Cenfus at a 
1 00000 Ajffes only J but if we follow P/r»y, or D/- 
imyjius JFlsilicarnaffeus^s Account, who make the Af 
yij iioooo, or tenThoufand more, the Cenfus then 
will rife to f f 00 /. of our Money, which is indeed 
ihort of 80000 H. S. at which Rate Suetonius va- 
lues it formerly, before Augufius raifed it to duode* 
cies H. S. in vitd Aug. cap. 41 . that is to fay Au^ 
gufius raifed the Cenfus or Eftate of a Senator, from 
66661. 1 5 J. ^d. Englifh, to loooo/. exactly . I 
fey, tho* we read of fiich a raifing the Cen/iis in 
Augufius's Time, there might poffibly be fomc Al- 
teration before, and what was once but 1 00000 AJ- 
fesj or f 000 /. at firft, might afterwards oe 
^^' ^^' made i loooo Afes^ or f foo /• and at fomc 
' ^ inter- 



^8 Several LETTERS 

intermediate Time be raifed j as fuppofe when die 
AJfes were altered from lo to i6, to a certain Num- 
ber of AJfes^ that made the Sum Suetonius and IH% 
reckon them at ^ I add Z)i^, for I find feme think ' 
there is a Miftake, or TUs^Erratum^ in the Chap, of 
Suetonius^ fore-cited. That fuch Changes -might 
happen, is very probable from Livy and Plutardfi 
Account on the one Side, and Pliny and Dionyjim 
Halicamafsj on the other $ Otherwife thofe ancient 
Writers are fome of them guilty of much Cardcf- 
nefs and Overfight. You wiU underftand by dll 
this, that my Enquiries do more particularly mate 
to the ancient Weight of Silver and Gold, before 
or at the Beginning of the Emperors j for no Doubt 
the Gold, and as moil allow, the Silver Coins al« 
fb, were much diminifhed afterwards. 

I have in a Letter to Mr. Anftis^ which I now 
fend to you, with a Liberty either to fend or fiip- 

Erels it, as you think moft convenient 5 In that I 
ave iniertedt a Paragraph (as it were incidentallyi 
and by Chance) concerning a- Pailage in Plinj^ 
(which I muft coiTcft before I fend it,) relatii^to 
the firft Coinage of Gold, which I did for this Pur- 
pofe, that it might give you Occaiion to defire 
the Weight of the Aurei found in the ^uaJioi% 
Cheft fometime ago in Italy j but might 1 be b 
bold either with him or you, to Trefoals upon your 
other Bufinefs, I fhould defire the w eight of all 
Silver or Gold Coins, that ai-e of a different Weight, 
coined before Julius C£far'*s Time 5 but cfpecially 
of the Gold Staters or Aureus'' s. 

A s to the Aurei^ or Solidi^ coined fince, I am 
almofc fatisfied, what they were from a large Num- 
ber of them, with their exa£t Weight in Grains 
publiflied by Mr. Greaves^ in his Treatife, De De^ 
mrio Romanoy Page 103 : And here having mentio-* 

ned. 
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hed Mr. Greaves^ I muft acquaint you, that upon 
ihewing Mr. Obetdiah H^alker*s Book of Cqins and 
Medals to my Nephew, which I had not |ook*d 
in for fome Years, becauie I never troubled my 
lelf about Infcriptions % that I find whatever he has 
about their Weight or Value, is wholly borrowed 
ftt>m Mr. Greaves^ tho' not without Miftakes in 
tranfcribing it 5 which, I find, I long Time fincc 
correfted m the Margent, upon my firft readii^ 
that Treatife De Denario Rotnano. I will give In- 
flances of thofe that are moft remarkable ; Page 
the 3d, about the middle he prints Sextttnx for Sep* 
tunx^ Pag. 4. pft Med. Pag. he writes * of an ^ J, 

which 



^ Tht Attthor not being able to recolle5i what be meant by the niae 
Parts of an kS, thought he could not make a better amends for that 
Errour, than by giving the Paffage it relates to, in Mr. Obad. Wal- 
ker*^ awn Words J which are theje. §U "^Mus Maximus being 

Didator^ the Ajfes were again leiTened^ and the jiS was made of 
the Weight of one Ounce^ and after a while by the Pdpyrian 
Law of half an Ounce : And of thefe they coined not only Oun- 
ces, buthalfs, ^, i-, for the greater Eafe of the People, as ap- 
pears by the Marks^ which we fee upon the Confular Brafs Mo- 
ney, (tho* this Money be now found rarely) amonsft the which 
"Was the §luadrans ratitus, paid ordinarily for their Paflaee by 
Water fJrom the City to Mount Aventine, then feparated bya 
!Pond or marlhy Lake 5 upon this was the Stern of^ a Rates or 
Terrv-boat, and upon an AS was that of a Ship. 

I have tranfcribed this Paragraph at large becaufe of the Ufefulnefs 
cf it, efpecially to Perfons lefs feen in thefe Matters, and for the bet^ 
ter underfianding fome Places in tht Poets, which have Allufions to 
the Price, paid for going over {as I Jhould have thought) the 'River Ti- 
ber, had not Mr, Walker, who bad been feveral Times at Kome, 
.explained it otherwife 5 to render therefore the Meaning of this Price 
the Plainer, I will give an Account of the Value of an half Ounce 
AS, and the leffer Parts coined out of it -, for fuch an AS weighed 
a 1 9 <?/ our Engiijh Grains, and was of the Value in our Money, ex-^ 
adily one Half-penny, the Scmis^ or half 109 J Grains, one Far^ 
things the Triens 73 Grains better than half a Farthing-^ the- 
Q^iadcans 54 \, half a Farthing exaHly 5 the Sextans 36 } Gians, 

the 
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which I think he Mifhkes for ^, ^ r, that is for 
Semisy Triens^ ^uadrans^ for in tfut Order they 
Ihould be placed methodically. 

Pag. the f th. He calls the railing of thdr Brait 
Money a rife alto of the Silver, when upon his SqH 
pofition that the Denarius remained the fame, it 
was a Fall of Silver, for before the Affes were Chan-. 
ged from lo to i6, the Denarius was valued at 
xo Ounce^ and afterwards but at itf Ounces. 
^^ I think a great Part of his pth SeRimi^ 
^^' "* Page the rth, is what I either do not ufr 
derftand, or if I do, I cannot afljbnt to, Pa. (S, He 
calls a prachma of Gold, an Aureus Pbilimcus^ or 
Daricus y whereas both thefe Coins were rf Doubk 
that Weight at leafl, or equal to the M^^x/'^ 
which he diftinguiihes from them, and calls two 
Drachma's', and then fays a Sfater was /^ Drachm^ 
which is not true of the Gold Staters^ but of die 
Silver Staters only. Next he feys a Talent was e- 
qual to 1 0000 Drachnue^ which is a moft inexcu- 
(able Miflakej for all Authors a£;ree, that the Jt- 
tick Takt^y which was the more common of all 

Talents^ 



^^ 



the j^h Part of a Farthing -y the Ounce, or \%thPartoffuih(t% 
Ounce if any fuch were ever coined ,",164 the %th Part of alar' 
thing, and the half of fuch a izth Part, 8 Grains i. As far 
as I underftand Monfieur EifenfchtQid, Pag, 3. he fays, their 
French I^&;)4r// weighed 24 of the Grains, and yet, as Iconcetve, 
were thought too Small to be coined fingle, and therefore they coin^ 
id two together, and called them Doubles, Six of thofe Doubles 
did within my Memory fafs for our Penny j but in the French 
and Scotch Account for l^ Shillings, I have retiified the Method 
which Mr, Walker placed them in, for the Semis, Triens, Qoa- 
drans. Sextans, Uncia, and Semiuncia, are in the natural Or* 
der theyfljould have been f laced in. Mr. Walker^s Skill lay in rea- 
ding the Infcriptions j but weighing very few of their Brafs Money » 
eife he would never have placed his Ounces firft, which were but the 
izth Part of an AS, as is related already, and explained in the 0th 
Page of this Letter. 
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\ts^ confifted but of 6000 Dradnfutj and the 

ned affirm the fame of all Talents whafifoever, 

with this Difference ^ that as their Drachma 

\ greater or lefs, fo feverally their Talenfs dfo 

: : And I believe that neither he, nor any Man 

:an find any Talent that confifled of more than 

) fuch Pieces or Coins, as they reckoned by 5 ex- 

when they reduced one Sort of Talent^ to aTi- 

)f a different Nation. Thus the Oboli and Dracb^ 

£Cormtb and Mgtna^ being unequal to tlie Attick^ 

bore the Proportion of ten to fix, fix Thou- 

of the firfl made ten Thoufand of the fecond. 

when I faid all Talents were computed to con* 

>f 6000 Dracbnue^ I meant it of the great ?i- 

, which were Sums, and not Coins 5 for Fejluf^ 

man Grammarian, reducing feveral Talents to 

^ioman Money, makes fome tf 000, others 4f 00, 

rs 12000 Denarii Rtmtani-j and at laft adds, 

the Ramans call'd that a Talent^ which . was 

of the Worth of fix Denarii^ the Syracufians 

[iree Denarii -^ and thofe of Regium in Italy^ 

worth no more than a FiSlmatus or ^inarius 

anus, 

HIS Book of Feftus is very imperfefk, and 

: than half of it fiU'd up with ChaJms in every 

^ quite through, which makes the Remainder 

^hatwe have, corrupt in many Places, that it 

ot be relied upoa : So that by what I quoted 

3f Mr. fTalkerj it fhows he is not every where 

^ depended oOy and I think did not underftand 

Diflference betwixt the Cxolden and Silver Sta* 

be met with in mofl: Authors that have writ 

^e Nummarid. He adds zxijittick Ounce makes 

t Drachma^ I know that our modern Authors 

fo, and it may be fome of the later Latin Au^ 

J : But I Queftion whether ever the Qrfieis 

' ufed 
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ufed that Term at all, 'till fliey were become 
Subjects to the Romans. He alfo in the fame fA 
Page, felfly reckons fs. for fs. zd. to the Troj 
Ounce J and when he compares that with the li»- 
mm^ he is miftaken in the Numbers, and fays this 
contains ^1455 when it's faid by other Authors, 
and that truly, to contain f if 5^ and makes th 
Difference of the Ounces to be ^14, when it ought 
to be but 5*64. 

I N the fame fth Page, at the Bottom, he tdb 
ttS) that an Aureus^ or Denarius Aureus^ for fo 'ti 
was alfo called, weighed ordinarily two Denarii of 
Silver. Gronovius will not allow that Denoniimti- 
on of Denarius Aureus^ or that it was fo 
^^' '*• ftyled by the Ramans-, tho' the Latin Port 
PlautuSj ftiles tho Philippick Aureus foj and this 
might have hclp'd to have corre£ted hfe MiflaJtc 
of a Drachma Aurea^ which I believe he can prp^ 
duce no good Authority for. 

Page 7. He fays that 48 Aurei were coined 
out of a Roman Pound. If Pliny be rightly under- 
ftood, they coined no more than 42, or at mbft 
4f , even in Nerd*s Time : But this is a Point I 
want Information in, and cannot be decided, with- 
out the Examination of the precife Weight of the 
Aurei^ before the Time of the Cafars. Gronmm 
is of this Opinion, if my Memory fail me not, ( but 
I have not Time to confult him a frefli) he fe 
much Miftaken, for three Aurei of Julius Cafafi 
amount to liich a Weight, viz. izz, 125, 124 
Grains, (with Fra&ions) which are irreconcilable 
with more than 43 or 44. out of the Pound, as a- 
m will find that will take the Pains to divide the 
Roman Px)und, containing f zr(S Grains, by the 
Number of Grains in the Aurei aoovc recited. Thus 
much concerning Mr, Walker^ whom I find ( by 

com- 
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comparing his with your Accounts) did betray you 
into thofe Errours I formerly took Notice of. 

I am now come ahnoft to the Period, both of 
my Defign and Knowledge together, and that I 
may not be importun'd to add any more to what 
[ have troubled you with already, and acquaint 
you with what. I had not rdbm to dilate upon in 
my firlf Letter. I proceed to ipeak of the Dimi* 
nution of the jfurei^ and as they fell by gradual 
Steps from Julius Cafar's Time to that rf Ctmftath 
fine the Great, and for vindicating of whole Ho* 
Dour I make this Recital. 

The j/urei of JuUus Cafar^ as I learn? Grains, 
from Mr. Greaves^ were 5^ IH ' 



three 



.!5f"8i 



andoneofiiS ■ 

In tiberiufs Time there is one of n8 i5 
another of ■ ' ' 5 M7 t 

Under Nero the greatefl is 116 Grains,7 
and the leaft ^ "5- 

Otho 108 |. ■ FiteJlius {» HZ i 

Veffafian^ the greateft 114 i, the leaft? 
Ill, no, and -.--_——_ — ^\ ^^9 

^tus Veffafitm lop |, «— — — D(miPian7 , 

lij and — S "^'^ 



Nerva in 4, Trajan no i, another? 
put laft S "* ^ 

Jltaomm Pius^ n 9 t, jturelius Fenes^ ? 

117, Marcus Comm. Ant. \ ^^4 

Prohus ImperafoTj lotf, GaiUefms jt f,? 
■ Maximianus •- — — ^ ^ 74 4^- 

Carinus 72 f , — — — Cmftantinus Max, ? 
Aug. r — 3 7^ * 

The Reafon of my giving you this Account 

is. 
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is, as far as I can, to vindicate that firft Ghriftian 
Emperor .from the Imputation, which this great 
and learned Critick's Ignorance, in the Value and 
Weight of Golden Coins, has caufed him un- 
^^' ^^^ advitedly to throw upon Conftantim. The 
Apol<^, or rather Accu&tion he makes few his 
changmg and Umiting the Number of the Golden 

be met with in his 4th Book, t>e Pecuma f^etercy ch. 
13. Pa. 34f^ of his 4/0 Ed. in thefe Words, fpeak- 
ing of tl^ Alteration he fuppofes, and Charges 
Conftamine with. Ha m nc^^ in fignata pacum 
Romana^ tanta funt^ prorfus ut deceant nan aUum 
qtiam Conftantinum^ qui ut caremmas tS religienes fk 

' probeq^j fine controverfia y it a eater orum domi militioff 
infiitutarunff quad^m dnbium 4n falutariter ammaj 
certe ealtide & afiute commutavit^ adeo ut tarn coffin 
mini fuo parem fe credidijfe videatufj fi nihil reUqmffet 
quale acceperat. ^uem impetum viri^ Deus arcand vi 
ad bonum Cbrifiiam facramenti cmuMit^ i^c. Such 
a Refleftion as this, would have rather been ex* 
pe&ed from the Mouth of an Heathen ZofimuSy then 
the Pen of a Ghriftian Author y when ^, or moft 
of it, is only grounded upon Qronovious his own 
Miftakes, who knew not, or obferved not, that 
the Fall was made before Co^^^/^/z/r^'s coming to the 
Empire, and the Law that regulated the Number of 
Solidiy and fix'd them to 71 Solidi in the Pound : 
Nor was it made in the Beginning of his Empire^ 
when there were more jtugufti^ or Cafares then 
one 5 nor when Licimus was joint Emperor with 
him .•■ In all which Time, it's like the SoUdi^ or 
jdureiy were at a lower Ebb then he order'd them 
to be, and lefs than four Scruples to the Aureus j 
but after the overthrow of Licinius^ and in the 

. i8th Year of his Reign, when jkiic^ Paulinus &f 

Caian^ 
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bs. yulianusf were Coiifuls, as appears by the 

r irade for this very pucpofc. Cod. Theodofiams^ 

It. yt?. 7. /. I. Which, becaufe you may 

[ have that Book by you, and it is not to be 

'"^^ in the Codex JuftimanuSy who, as I think, 

litted it by an Errour in the Tranfcript, or 

which renders it impoffible to be obfcrvcd : 

Stranfcribe it at large in the Words following. 

fuis foUdos appendere voluerit, auri colli feptem 
fuaterttorum fcrupulorum nofiris vultihus figura- 
•ndat pro fit^alis unciis > ^latuordecim pro dua- 
ciis] : jiixta baac formam omnem fummam ds- 
mlaturus j eadem ratione fervanda^ etfi materiam 
Inferat ut folidos dediffe videatur. jiurum -vcro quod 
h^trtur aqutt iance^ (^ Ubramerais paribus fitjeipiatur^ 
\fdSat ut duobus digitis fummitas lint retineatur tres 
Tili^ui liberi ad fiifceptorem emineant^ nee pofidera de- 
fimatti^ nulla examnis libramento fervalo, r^c aquis ac 
fmbus fujpenfoftaiore taemejitis, ^c. P. P. XIIIl. Kal. 
Ji^. Paulino (^ Juliam Cons'. 

It is manifeft that in this Law for Sepieta fhou'd 
be read Sex, and for quatuordecitn, duodecim, for 6 
four Scruples make 24, or a full Ounce, as Grono- 
r«i himfelf, and all others allow. 
„■ And then it is likewife a gi^eat Mi- 

^' '■*■ ftake, but common toGronevius, with all 
other Authors I have met with, that it is an Hai'd- 
lliip to the SubjeSs, and gain to the Prince, to 
Icflcn the Coin ; when, contrary-wife, all lelTening 
the Coin redounds to the Eafe of the Subjeft, and 
Lofs of the Prince, in his Tributes, Taxes, or 
Quit-Rents > for what the Prince gains in coining 
J^E Money the £rft Year it is madej fo much 
Mo£ca by it every Year after : And jt is noted 
F by 
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by our old Hiftorians, as a great Piece of Policy in 
the Lord Treafurer Bifhop Edendon^ or Edmintm^^hd 
firft made that Mutation in ova Coiii, raifing the 
Pound from 20 to zt J. 6 d. and then to zr 5. and 
jK fth raifing it to 30 s. and fo on ; which raifed 
the Price of all Commodities, andleflened the Rents 
of the Lordfliips, and other Lands, and altnoft ^^ 
duced the King's Revenues to nothing 5 and yet 
I think the Caufe of all this was not dflcover'd 'till 
after H. .8th Reign, who, if he had lived, would 
have been the greateft loofer by his abomin^le bafe 
Money j This was not, I fay, fbrefeen, or begtt 
to be remedied 'till the latter End of Edw. 6& 
Reign, and was avoided in Queen Marfs j but 
not abfolutely taken away 'till Q^ Elizabeth% fincc 
whofe Time it has been laid open by fbme^ and 
more particularly by Bilhop Goodwin^ in the Life of 
Bifhop Edendm^ (as he calls him) Bifhop of fFhOt^ 
So that it is a mere Calumny in Gromvius to blame 
and lay fo heavy a Load on Conftantine^ for endea- 
vouring to fettle the Coinage at a certain Ratej 
that neither the Prince, nor the People fhould be 
deceived, nor the Weight of the Coin varied, as 
I obferved to you in my firfl Letter : That this 
continued the Standard of Gold, from Cmftantm 
the Great, to the Reign of the Emperor HeracU- 
«j, doth appear from Abundance oi SoUdi^ whereof 
none fell mort of <J8 Grains, nor exceed the Va- 
lue of 70 Grains 5 the odd two SoUdi^ T>^^gj as I 
fuppofe, allowed for the Charge of Coinage. It 
is a Queftion much debated by the Civilians^ who 
fhould bear it, the Prince or the People, Ibme 
holding one Side, fome the other > but, I think, 
it ought to be bore mutimlly by both : For both 
the Codex Theod. Lib.i^. Ttt.i. and the Codex Jw 
fiinianus^ Lib. 10. lit. j6. under, or by one fingu- 

lar 



^^ 



De Ke Nummaria. 6j 

Jar Law, [for there is but one Law in that Title, 
I^e arge^ti pretio quod Tbefauris infertur ] which pro- 
viifcs as follows. 

- hfrp. Arcadlo tsl Honorio^ Conf. Cafario orient, t? 
'Attico occidentis. \^viz. hP* Chrifti 359. aTs 557] 
Juhenms ut. pro Argenti fumma quam quis thefauris 
fuerit inkturus^ inferendi ami accipiat facultatem : Ita 
ut pTQ fifigulis libris argenti qui^tque Solidos infer at. 
Dat. XI Kaknd. Mortis Confiantinopoliy Cafario (^ 
Attica Conf. This Law in the Cod. Jufiinianus^ is 
Word for Wqrd the fame quite through, as moft 
othei^ are that are borrowM from the Theodofian^ 
the Books and Titl^ only being different 5 which 
proves that the Value pt Gold and Silver ftood at 
the lame Value from A^- Chrifii 3 39, 'till the Co- 
dex Jufiinianus was piibliih'd, which falls upon the 
Idis of April Decio po Confute. But Helvicus does 
not fui-nifli us with this Confute but fays, the Co- 
dex was publilhed A^- Chrifii < 7,1. But Dr, Ducky 
- in his Book, De £5? Uju Autboritate Juris Ci* 
^^' ' ^' vilisy pa. f o. f^ys they were twice publifh- 
ed, AP* Regpi zdq. in hafte, and had a Review, or 
Editio repetitaj A°' regni oSavo^ which fells in .with 
A®- Cbrifii f 34. From which Time Cod. Jufiima^ 
fius contmued in Force, 'tiU the Year of our Lord 
870, ,or thereabouts j 'till Bafilius and Leo the (fth * 
his Son, out <^ Envy to Jufiinian^ publifhed the 
Lihros Sexaginta B^LUhocSp 5 and then their Autho-r 
rity, viz. of Jufiinian's Laws, was laid afide, 'till 
they were revived again in Europe^ after the De- 
ftniOrion of the Eafiern Empire } and are of Au- 
thority in moft of the Kingdoms here in the Wefi 
( tfi^ Kingdom of England excepted). 

I have made this long Excwfion, as much for 
my Nephew's Sake, as yours, whom I purpofc 

F i ihall 
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fliall tranfcribe this Letter, as he did my Former," 
as well for his own Ufe as mine. And by all this 
it appears of what Ufe and Continuance this cx^ 
cellent Law for fixing the Value of the SoUdi was, 
and ought therefore to have been rather prized 
than depreciated by Gromvious in the Manner he 
has done. Before I go further I muft Note, that 
tho' moft Authors, from the Law of Conftantm^ 
afore-quoted out of the Cod. ^ead. Lib. i z. 7jt. 7. 
which appoints, that a Pound of Gold ihould be 
coined into jz Solidhj thence State the Value of 
Gold in refpeft of Silver- (hould be, as one to 14 
f 5 yet it was cither not obferved at all, or inta^ 
prcted, as it was more clearly expreffed and ordCT- 
ed in the Law of Arcadius and Honorius laft afore- 
cited j (in the End of Pag. 14th foregoing) where- 
by five Solidi are allowed to pafs for one Pound of 
Silver, which reduceth the Value of Gold to Sil- 
ver exaftly to the Proportion of one to 14, with- 
out any Fraftion^ for 14 fives gives not 72 Solids^ 
but 70 only, which will fpare any Man a great 
deal of Trouble, that is to compute the Worth 
of Gold by a like Worth in Silver, when tht 
Computation is made by Pounds only. 

B Y this Time, I fiippofe, you will be no lefs 
weary with Reading this long. Letter, than I am 
"with Writing it j and therefore I fhall now con- 
clude, with my humble Thinks for all your Fa- 
vours, and with a Licence, if you think good, of 
communicating all my Letters (upon this Subje£t) 
to any one that is a Studier, or Favourer of Mat- 
ters rckting to the Rei Nummari^^ to be either 
approved, or gain-fayed, as they ftiall fee Reafons 
for, or Arguments againft it 5 hoping that both 
you and they will make Allowances for the hafte 
they arc writ in, and the Age of him that writes 

them J 
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them J for my Head and my Memory is not what 
they were, when thefe Things were frefh in my 
Mind, and have been for fome Years laid afide, 
and are now only revived, that either of my Ne- 
phd\|;rs may be better enabled to purfue what I. 
have left ijnfiniflied, and underftand thofe CoUedri- 
QDs I have gathered out of moft of the Greek and 
Latin Hiftorians and Poeits. There is only one 
Thing I would Caution againft, that they may be 
^^ imparted to none that fhould publiih what 
'I have writ, as a Specimen of their own 
Invention V and fo prevent either of my Nephews 
of that Grace of Novelty, with which their La- 
bours might appear in the World, if not preven- 
ted by mch as were not fo well fiimifh d with 
Co]lca:ions to compleat the Defign, as either of 
them may be : For when I had almoll made ready 
^ Treatife, of the like Nature, with that whicn 
is communicated to the World, under the Title 
of Cbromcan Pretiafum ( for Pretiorum ) I was for- 
ced to fupprds it ^ tho', I thinlc, I may modeftly 
fay, there is fcarce one Price, or Inftance there, 
whi^h J had not in mine, with a vaft mapy more, 
out of M. S. S, never feen nor known by that 
wqrthy Author, and which will make a rart of 
my intended Work, if it ever coime to Light. 
You fee I have compleated two Sheets, with a 
jpripus^in tergQy and therefore remain. 

Dear Sir, 

^^r^ilax^""^ your moft obliged, 

and faithful Friend 

and Servant 



j^h^ 17*1. 



••» 



William Smith. 

F 2 Wri« 
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• 

Writing to Mr. Ariftis in great Hafte and with- 
out any Book, or Notes before mej in cafting up 
the Number of Scruples in a Pound of Gold, when 
multiplied by lo inftead of z88, I omitted the U- 
nites, * and lo for f 760, felfly made the Sum x>f f(Joo 
only, for which Reafon, all the following Calcu- 
lations are falfe, and muft be teftified in my Cou- 
fin's tnmfcribing it, which I defire ydu to fignife 
to Mr. Anjiis^ as an Excufe why it does not come to 
him under my own Hand j but is however (except in 
that Paffage) a true Copy of what was fo. i oa 
will eafily perceive that my Eftimate of Pli/jfs 900 
Sejlerces^ as equal to f 760 of thde in After Ages, 
does confirm, and is confirmed by the Opinion 
you have firll advanced, and deduced from the 
Weight of an Uncia of a femitibralis ASy {'Ducai. 
Leod. p. i8o. No. if. ) for thefe 900 jijfes -neither 
will agree with the AJfes librales^ for then their 
Value would be too great, and ought to be worth 
half an Ounce of Silver 5 nor with the Se^tantarios 
^Jfesj for then they would be alfo too little, and 
be worth no more than 8 d. but well enough agree 
with the 6 Ounce AJfes^ to which I have afcroed 
them, and rated them at i^d. accordihg to their 
weight, which if it were cxa£t, ought to be 14^. 
or the exad 4th Part of an Ounce Roman of Sil- 
ver, which I Value at 4 j. 8 d. neither more nor 
lefs > you ought therefore to prize this Uncia^ or 
No. f . at an extraordinary Price, for its extraor«» 
dinary Rai'ity, and upon which fo great and unex* 
pelted ^ Diicovery depends. 

fo 



"• | | I i i ' m^ 



This Errour could not be eafily altered, without changing the 
Pages ^ find therefore the Author fi^ffir'd it to fafs uncorre^ed. 
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p To fiew the unreafimblenefs of Gronovius'j 

rag. 17. Refieaions upon Conftantine the Greaty 

for leffening the Aurei, or advancing the Value 

of Gold^ I have made the fotlowing Suppojiti^ 

cnsj vix. 

ift. Supposing intheTimeoftheConliilsat 
^ Rome^ the Gold bore the Proportion of one to ten 
of Silver, and 36 Aurei^ under their Government, 
coined out of one Pound of Gold, each Aureus 
would weigh 8 Scruples, and Gold be, as is faid, 
as I /. to I o /. of Silver, I mean Roman Pounds of 
both, weighing of En^lifh Money f 6 s, 6 d. and 
better, but I omit the odd Six-pence to avoid 
Praftions. 

2dlv, Wh e n there were 42 Jfurei coined out 
of a Pound,' fuppofing the Aurei to jgo at the Rate 
they did, when jthere was, 36 in the Pound, the 
jiurei Would be of the Weight of ^ Scruples, and 
the Propqrticjn of Grpld to ^Uver. would be as one 
to izL 4.' 

3dly, We are certam tb^ the Aurei were lef- 
fened in, or before Nero*s Time, to 48 in a Pound, 
and were valued each, as Tacitus and Suetonius in- 
forms us, at 100 H. S. which brings the Value of 
Gold, in Refped of Silver, to be as i, to 14/. .J. 

4thly, If we fuppofe f 4 Aurei in the Pound, and 
the Aurei yet to keejp their former Value of being 
reckoned worth 100 H.S. (which is very unlikely). 
*rhc Aurei will contain f | Scruples, and i Pound 
of Gold will amount to 16 7 of Silver, this being 
an Advance above what Conftantine raifed it to, is 

F 4 to 
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to be reie£ted. And we are all along to fuprofc 
that as the ^urei were leflened, their Vahic.ake- 
wife leflcocd, and .we are certMn of nothing iafiii 
Matter, but that the jiurei, either when 42 intk 
Pound, or 48 in thePound^ or at both Tin^tltt 
they were pafled and were reputed \o be worth 
JOG. //. 5. which at id. a Piece, make i6s.il 
. of our prefcnt Ei^lijh Money. 




Part 



' t)e Kh Kmtmaria. 
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Part of A 

E T T E R 

rit to John Anftts, of the Tern- ' 

[ pie, Efqj which was to go thro* 
I the Hands of Mr. Thoresby. Dated 
I May ^thy IJ22. 



N a PalHige o^ Pliny ^ ■writing upon this, 
{Sdbyc^ De Re Nummaria Ub. jj.f. 3.) 
he does not only imply, but expreily 
rclls us the Contrary j where (peak- 
ing of Gold, he h:is thefe Woi-ds: 
Aureus Nummui pofi annoi LXIl, per- 
Wks efi quam Jrgenteus, ita ut Scrupulum valeret 
)fierciis liicenis quod efficit ratione Sefierciorunt qui 
c erat H. S. DCCCC. This plainly ihcws that 
! Sefiefrii, four of which make a Denarius, wen; 
iftly larger then they were at the Time when 
nny writ his Book : That Pliny was a Concile 
^athor, and therefore his Style in many Places 
Bcult to be underftood, muft be allowed by all 
'that 
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that read him in his own Language. And thetei 
fore I cannot but upon this PaflaM obfervc, that 
fomethinjB; muft be uiiderflx>od by ^^ vU^ 

is not fuUy, or plainly exprelled by the Author:;! 
mean that PUfP^ mu& take it fcM- jg;ranted, thaftil 
the Romans^ iot whole Infonnation be comsqljd. 
his Hiftory, knew well enough how man^r Scgd-^ 
pies were in a Rohmh Pound, and what Sum th(| 
would mak^ when multiplied by zo, viz. fj6o. 
This being uippofed, he makes no mention of that 
Number, but tells them (that they might take 
the greater Notice of the Change between the 
Sefterces of former Times, and thofe of their own) 
that what was Worth f76o in his Age, woe 
fometime before, or in the firft Pumck W ar com- 
prifed, or contained within the Number of DCCCC 
Sefterces 5 which, I fuppofe, he borrowed fixffli 
feme more ancient Writer. If therefore we divide 
the firft Number 5760 by the Second s>oo, wc 
fliall find the Quotcnt to b^ if I ^i^ ^^t miftaken, 
6 4. of the modem Sefterces^ when Pliny wrote his 
Hiftory, and dedicated it to the Emperor Tttm 
Fefpajian^ about the Year 851 : Whereas the 5(?- 
fterces here fookcn of, muft neceffarily be coined 
between the Year 48 f and foi, in which the firft 
Punick War was ended ; In which War the jljfes 
were reduced to two Ounce jljfes : For according 
to my Hypothefis, who fuppofe a change, as well 
in the Denarii as the Jifffesp in a Gradual, tho' pof- 
fibly not always in the mme Proportion: If the 
Seftercii had been of the Value of two Pounds and 
a half of Brafs, and the firft Denarii of two Ro- 
man Ounces to anfwer Ten of the Pound jfjfes^^ 
and a Sefterce^ the 4th Part of a Denarius^ or half 
an Ounce of Silver, that would Anfwer twenty 
eight Pence of our Englijb Money j which Multi- 
ply 
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^ed by poo, makes lOf Engtijb Pounds s but of 
Mman PcHUid, confifting of ftf Shillings and bet- 
jftTj about 37 4 5 which voidd infer a far greater 
^j^i^roportion between Gold and Silver, then can 
:<^er*be ima^ned in die Raman Stated We muft 
[tlicrefore feefc out for fonre lefler Sort oi' jfffes 
.than the Libraks^ and Mr. lioresby^s Coins fumifhes 
^ with one^ Pa. 280, N. f . not indeed w toto fed in 
pirtibus^ jfiw it is a (a Stips Uncialisy or) an Unciaj 
0t 1 2th Part t^^skJlS^ which muft needs have an 
Jk SemilibraUsj or of fix Ounces 3 fo that there 
Alight be I i half Ounces in the whole jfS. There- 
fore let us examine what jifes of half a Pound 
will aiife to } and this, according to my former 
Siqpf)dfition of being the 4th Part of a DenamSy 
weighing 45. Sd. z Raman Ounces the Sefterces 
0ognt to be worth is. zd. Now Multiply as be- 
■; fore poo Sefierces by 14^. the Sum will exaftly 
^ rife to J"!/. 10s. Ef^lijb^ which being again divi- 
ded by ffi Shillings, ( the Roman Pound) will give 
a Quotient of 18 /. ^7. 

SlR,^ 

fdelfinBy, May I remain 

your humble Servant _ 

William Smith. 

Sir; 

I requcft you, if you have any of the Aurei^ late- 
ly found in the ^^efior^s Cheft in Italy^ you wiU 
give me the exaS: Number of the Grams they 
contain. 

This 



\- 
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This is all I fitpi of the remamng Copy to 
Anftis, nvbicb I met mtb when I fou^t for 
of Mr. Thoresby's of the fame Date-, but beii^ 
near feven Tears agOy I did not at firft Underflani 
nor much regard it: But after fame Confideratiw 
ity I find that i81. H made the Falue of Gold 
Silver to he as one to i8 fls whereas^ mofl jtutl 
reckon it no bigber^ when firjk coined^ tben as one. 
If. 7'berefore I have fince tried^ and find tbatk 
fiead of reckoning i4d. to the Sefterce reckoned ir 
it falls no higher^ the 14 fij hut multiplying poo 
iz.d. the Sum amounted to 10800 Penee^ which 
gain divided by 240, the Pence contained in an 
lifli Pound^ the ^otient arifes to 4f 1. Ei 
which 4f 1. reduced to Shillings^ made poo j and ti 
poos, divided by f6j contained in a true R( 
Pound^ gave i f 1. y s. which * bating the fs. is e^ 
ly If Times more than one Pound of Silver 'ms 
that Ttme when Gold was firft coined. 

Iforefee that the Englijb Reader will he much fur* 
prized^ that Ifhould fpeak of any Pounds above 20 s. 
but then he 7nuft call to Mind^ that I fpeak not of 
Nominal, but real Pounds ; for a true Pound Troy 
of our Money J is no lefs than 6zs. and a ?n^^ Roman 
Pound equal to it Ounces (^or three Parts of an hr 
vo\rdMipo\s Pound)y amounts to f6 Shillings ahdfome-^ 
thing better of Eriiglifh Money. And b^aufe I would 
make this difficult SuhJeH as eafy as I can to a Novice 
in thefe Matters^ I Jball further acquaint him^ that 
the latter Sum that I now pitch upon^ f^ppofes the 
Afles then in being were four Ounce Afles, and there- 
fore coined at leaft before the End of the firft Punick 
fFar. To which Affertion^ I forefeey it will be ob^ 
jeUed^ that then it would npt c^ee with the Time 
when Gold was firft coined^ faidtobe 61 after Silver, 

To 
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\wbicb I anfiver^ that there is no JJkelibood^ that 

f'tbai bad fo much Gold before the Gauls took that 

which, ^as long before their Coining of Silver^ 

* ^er that of Gold to fo long after : Bejides fe- 

Authors^ as Hotoman, Chiflcet, and others^ 

ymr to make this appear^ from a Pajfage in 

y, that Gold ivas coined before the Year (?/ the 

T 47 5 hecaufe Livy tells us^ in the Tear f 43 . Lib. 

dh. 36. that in that Tear Laevinus, then Conful^ 

this 'AdH)ice^ Aurum Argentum aes fignatum 

tores Craftina die in pxXlicum conferamus 5 

h the Senate ajfented to^ and was done according-' 

Which agrees with an Account I received after 

'Writing of this Letter^ to be met with in Mon^- 

|EifenichmidV Preface to his Difcourfe^ De Poi> 

"^ us & Menfiiris j where he informs us^ of Afles of 

iffcesj 9 Ounces J 8, 7, (J, 4, which are flill to be 

^ with in the Cabinets of the Noble Men of France, 

" not many after either of z or \ Ounce Weighty 

remaimng to be met with in France. 

pi. I have now cojpied a 3d Letter of Mr. Thoresby\y 
(kted the 30th 01 May^ and alfo the Letter dated 
|%w the 13th, 172.2, becaufe it makes Way for a 
iniid Letter of my own alfo, by reafon of tne par- 
ticolar Account it gives of the feveral and different 
Weighty of the AJfes^ found in the Earl of Pern- 
Imif's invaluable Colle6tions, in which one is of 
'Ac Weight of ten Pounds, another of f /. another 
cf.dght Ounces, of which their Hiftorians are fi- 
lent % . and fome Denarii that were of thofe that 
irdghed 6z Grains, and fome other double of them 
aUb, as will appear by the following Letter it felf 
ifoe fiibjoyned, and principally for the Sake of 
li^ is here Tcpeated, 

• ' Leeds f 
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Leeds, May 50. 1722, 
Reverend S i r, 

O U have voy mucli obliged me 
by youi' kft inftruftive and learn- 
ed Epiftle, particularly your e*- 
fcripta from Greaves^ de Romaia 
Demrioj which I have entred in 
the Margent of my fTalker, with 
Reference to your Letter of fuch 
a Date ^ Having never feen Greaves. But by the 
Way, I think your Caution, Pag. i<S. very nccct; 
fay, leafi: fome Plagiary ftiould pretend to the Glo- 
ry of your great Ingenuity and InduftryilBut tho** 
Iqueftion not in the leaft your Nephew's Care in 
that Affair, yet may I prefume to requcft, that 
y^ou would revife and publifli it in your own Life- 
time. The little, the very little Skill I have in 
thefe Matters chiefly relate to the Infcriptions ; 
but as I have given you the Weights of all the i)f- 
iWTi'i you requefted in this Mufeum, together with 
the Gracian Silver and the Roman Bra(s Monies 
before the I^erial; fo I fhall ufe mylntereft with 
my Friends in the South, efpecially for the ^urei. 
I have fent yours to Mr. Unfits by a private 
Hand, not knowing whether it would be frank'd 
to him at this Jun£ture. I iluU write to Sir Hans 
Shane, who has a moft noble CoUeftion 5 which I 
recommended to the View of Bifhop Nkolfon, who 
in return writes, he was furprized. with it j And 
that it exceeded thofe of moft of the Foreign Prin- 
ces in Germany, tljo' fo much celebrated by Tra- 
vellers. 
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vellers. I only ftay for an Account of the terrible 
£f&£ks of a fad thunder Shower near Halifax^ whiph 
has caft down Part of Repponden Chapel, tore up 
the Corps out of their Graves, and drowned 7 out 
of 8 in one Family, none faved but a Boy who is 
diftra£kcd at prcfent, upon the Sight ot his Fa* 
timer's Brains, daihed out by the Fall of the Houfe. 
Thirds of this Nature are generdly aggravated. 
Biit 1 have writ to a Gentleman in tnofe rarts ftwr 
an Accoxmt that may be depended upon. 

A s to my own Coins, the entire Roman jfSj 
No, I ft, feems not in the leaft diminifhed. No. 8. 
the Letter V not inverted, but couched betwixt 
flic A and I, in N N I. (I thinic there is a Mi* 
ftake in the like afor^oir^. ) This is all as I re- 
xneteber, that you dmrt turthcr Information in as 
-to my own : Only 1 would beg the Favour to keep 
the ^opy of yours to Mr. jfnfiis^ there being ma- 
ny Paflages in it that I knew not, yet are for the 
Honour of your Relations. I cannot poffibly have 
Leifiu^ at tnis Junfture to Copy its But am in all 
that lies in my Power, 

• 

Dbar Sir, 

Leeds, May Totft obliged hufkbk Servant j 

the ^oth 172Z. 

Ralph Thoresby. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Dated June 13. 1722.' 

YOUR Nephew was foKind as to call of me, 
but I had not then had Leifiire thoroughly 
to confider your lealmed large Letter. I have Imce 

wrote 
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wrote to Sir Hans Sloane for the Weight of fuch 
jiurei^ as are in his noble Mufeum -, But tho' I have 
waited a Fortnight, have not received any Reply > 
this time of the Year they are frequently at thdr 
Country Seats j But it has had this good Eficfl^ 
that I nave fince discovered in my Diary, jifm. 
1701, what the celebrated Earl of Pembroke ac- 

Suainted me with, when he Ihewed mc his invalu- 
ble Colle6tion of Medals, am,ongft which was a 
Roman jiS of ^ Poimd weight, he has fjlnce pro- 
cured one. of five Poijnd Weight, as I rcmemoer, 
(but I am not yet come at that Volume in the Re- 
view of my Diary), His Lordfhip fhewed me al- 
fo one of eight Ounces> which he faid their own 
Hiftorians are filent of. They were afterwards re- 
duced to two Ounces, and in Cgnclufion to one 
Ounce, and at laft to half an Ounce. The Rcfl: 
relates chiefly to the Infcriptions upon the Brafi^ 
Monies; but as to the Silver Denarily his Excel- 
lency fhewed me not only Variety of the fingic 
one^ with the ^uimrius^s-^ but fome double De- •' 
fMriij and the double of them again, or Silver Ma- 
dations, originally of that Worth and Weight of 
our Denarius' s 3 But now invaluable, and fuch as I 
confHs I never faw before or fince 5 this being a- 
bove zo Years ago, ' was quite out of my Head, 
'tUl in a Review of my Journals this very Week, I 
very opportunely • met with it, before the Letter 
was fent to your Nephew. Enquiring Yefterday 
of the Market People, I was told, your Nephew 
(who poffibly might call in my Ablence, and the 
Servant might negledt to tell me) was now with 
you at Meljonby^ fo that I fend it by the Poft. 

Leeds, 13 June^ I can* 

1722, 
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I camut he fojitive hvto this Mifiake in Mr. Tho- . 

- tc^'s I^ter happen* d\ but this is certain, that •wimt *' 

^ in his Letter is called .No. the 8th, which /peaks »f . 

' the V. beloi^s to NuTober the 7th and what foUmos 

^fier, cbncemim the A a»? I, ;» N N I, relatei to 

Jfumher the ptn, P^e iy6, and the V, or Quinari-* 

lis to Page 281. 

. .V ■■ ' ■ ■ ' 
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iSslf9»^, Vednefilay Afternoon, ^Wyijtl)* <7U<^ 

Worthy Sir, ■ 

|HEN Iwrittoyoulaft, it vras chief- 
1 ly to eafc you of that Trouble I had 
before endeavour*(i to engage you in, 
for procuring me the hcavieft Weight 
you could be informed of, from ai^ 
o^our Friends, that the ^ffii i^^df^ 
«*, or Roman Denarii had been coined at j refolv- 
- ing now to acquiefce in thofe feveral Accounts X, 
have met with, as to this Matter, upon my peni- 
fal of Dr. Bemiri's Book De Menfuris t^ Ptrnderi- 
htts. 

And becaufe I had formerly giveo^on. an Al- 
lowance to communicate the Conje^urcs I had 
fometimeagofentyou, to whom To ever you thought 
fittii^, that would give diemfelves the Trouble of 

Ecruhng them: ,1 now define you to rcftiitc that 
licence for fometime, 'till I have aiUed iome Re- 
plies to thofe ObjeQiOTJs I imagine woiil<J be made 
agalnft them at the firft Reai£ngi as likcwi&to 
Itrcngthen my Arguments with fome further Proo&, 
not newly come to my "Hand, but fo long ago, 
th^t I had almoft forgotten them. 

THEgreateft Objeftiori that I fbrcfaw could 
be made againft my Interpretation of the Paflage 
in PU^t Lik jj. c. j. concerning the Value of 
Gold at its firll Coinage at Anw, E>eiQg. cttiouted 
every Scruple at lo Sefferces, and yet the wbole 
Number of Sefierces amdUnted to no more tlua 
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poo H. S. which moft (brmer Authors thought 
was a grofs Miftake, and ihould have been read 
fj6o i and that this could not be reconciled by com- 
puting the Sefierces at a greater Value and Weight 
than they were at laft coined at, by Veitue of the 
Expreflion in PHfiy^ Ratione Sejlerciorum qui tunc e- 
rant. Becaufe that Gold was not coined, as PUny 
writes, 'till 6i Years after Silver, and Silver not 
being coin'd 'till A"- XJrhi% 484, or 48f, the Coin- 
age of Gold would fall in with the Year f4rt, 
when the Sefierces^ by my own Account, were 
fallen to the loweft Ebb, if the Papyrian Law fol- 
'lowed upon the Heels of the Reduaion, under Fab, 
Matcmus's Di6batorihip ; and by which laft, Pliny 
makes his eftimate, when he afligns to H. S. to 
cSch Scruple, and fo makes a Pound of Gold equal 
to f76o H. S. Now if the Sefierces were brought 
to their loweft Value before Gold was coined, then 
that Place in Pliny muft be corrupted, and no ftrels 
at all to be laid upon it. I formerly had nothing 
to oppofe to this Objeftion, but Mr. ff^alker's Au- 
thority, "Pag.thefith, §.XI. wherehefays, LXII 
*' Years after the Coiaage of Silver j that is, A<^ 
" Uriis f46, (tho' Pliny, in another Place, TaitBir 
** it was, and it is more probable it fhould be oa- 
" ly XII A°- Urbis 49*5.) they began to flamp 
" Gold." But he neither cites the Place, nor can 
I upon the niceft Search meet with it. 

Mr. Brerevjood^ in his Book De pondcrihus (^ 
pretiis veterum nuwmorwn^ p. ji, fays thus, -/furum 
demque fignatum Roma primum fuit . A"- LXII, {nam 
fc reponi debet ) pafi percujftim argentum \ which im- 
plys, at Icaft, there was a various Reading of this 
Pitice. But I was long before I could find either 
fuch a Reading, or liich an Opinion, 'till I met 
with it in Hotoman, who treating upon that PaiT- 
G a age 
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i\gc of PHny^:M iP ^^i/^lkm^P- UH Ift^nJte 
conceives the^iaUrtiding l^XlhAf).^ falflj^piit;^ 
XII annuiff/. A&i feecaitfe fife^i a^S^aiuiation yanfirf 
fomething, to-^^^onfirm it, ;_hc proves ';.tl^t,thoj^fl»r 
mQii Reading capnot bcrtt^ei/beicaide/^c^J^^ 
bcfoxcy there is a, J^affage,iR:4^rx¥*a|>ii5r:i^^ 
ent with itjiti^^ //*. xtf-OftO) 3fei^»5.3fe i«jest • 
)Rith. thefehWofd^ 4*»riMi ^gi^tm ^({fi&ftm 
mne Semtoyes cmfiimMe :m»^i^im fotffrM^mjj/M 
ffirummne atmrn^ argetkmi m SiiBl^mif4^ifm^ 

fa^o^ which was^dpn? apcjpii^tajjty/^ jlgl^ 

Itbias happen'd;bttt j:pr4 Yfeaxfi:bf»^thft4!W^ 
towJiichP% fiyctit J yct-iijj^ pw^^ 
, iiad been then coined ^jjjflfli?^ ^h^^]^yf!^\:i^Ki I 
^-^^know not 5 butit.i^jycgf apfik^j .tJi^R^^ I 
ftnce they had coined: 5ilTpry,;pf0 iflt^avfe^.N^M 
ipajfc.fo,piknyj:Yai3P^ I 

Mofteyy and brought, it xa, i^.Jfyyfd^ idjis^rtj^^fij | 
vey.vferej th^tthw, and jiot.^oici ^^yfhfilM 
begia to com Q«ld J or i^ii^rtriMng' of ^|^. 5, 

.valup of the S^erfH Vf^^^\sy^p!^^ tjlus #f/»- 

3K««^ - LXlI cjoJTi . coEinpe^cqi^. or-r canpo? ;p jPljy ^ 
tjms' &r in ^W^i;teg.that C^je^ipn^. ,TIj^;ffl^ 
coroborating Proofj : that the ff^rii wejre /coined 
jit firft ^^ ^/gratier Wdght^th^ .citfier- 
the Confularesj ot Gaf(ifii€n/i^Sy: Fhjtch are now ^ 
^y .met with a^? fiHJW to caTty,^\i|f b<M:ix>wed fipm 
J^ifioflcy Diqd. jSic^as (^ ^ij|^.-j. ^all ^hijgh, fft,d«> 
fcribe the Sicilian VecaUtr(f9^f,-,£rc^<,whcncct}^^^^^ 
mms'h^vt, bOrrpv^^ their ^Z^^iw^rtif J, th^t .^aM;a 
Silver Mpnqr, it was in Valnc .,thii fame wit^^^oi 
Libr^^ or Ppundsj of Prals i>; and that thefevWn 
Libra in Sijv^er :w?erc vaioei ^t..^'Corintlnap^\(f^ 
^^^.an Oklus\ m^ that 6.^i thefp* v^Qbli p&k^ 

'} ^ or 



' Pe Re ^nmrnaria^ 85 

dr.wqre.C(jual to tea Attick OboU i This is the 
Ipweft Coinjmtiti^ as Salmafius has* adjuftcd it, 
lib* z. . de ufuriSy pdg^zi^j. So. that a Decalitron Si- 
ctdum was of worth, wanting one OboJus^ and the! 
third Part of another, to three Attick Dhrams, or 
about twenty cJne Pence. But Dr. Bentley fhews, 
that tho' this Matter is twice fpoke of by Ariflotle^ 
jet it is with fome difference in Valuation, and in 
the largeft Computation will make four Attick 
Drams, or half an Ounce Roman. I have not Dr, 
Sefftky-vL^pon jP^Airw's fipiftles by- me, and my 
CoUe&ions being made a Dozen Years ago, I can- 
iMrt: well either Read or Underftand them, 'till I 
have a new Infpeftion of that Author : In the mean 
Time, ind 'till I receive my Books from London^ I 
ipuft reft in fufpence, ^.^^i^^hope you will pardon 
what I write in haftos^iai -Came not to the Know* 
ledge of 'till this ^^/^f&jigy nor 'till the Afternoon 
ct my Coufin's ^iCT^i^Journjey Homeward before 
Night, whiclftSer^ifC leaves me no more Time, 
than to fubfcrH!enqr^r<^ ' 






'ji^rlVfer faitbfiff 

\'^ mi bbj^^ Servant 

'^W" SJVilliam Smith. 

• ■ 

To the different A([es .mentioned before m the Earl of Pem- 
broke*5 CoUetiions, and the three Sorts <>/ Denarii alfo-, I might 
add what I met with in Mr, EifenfchmidV.B^wit De Ponderibus, 
printed at Strasbourg, A'' 1708, who gives feveral different Weights 
of AfFes, almofi from 12 Ounces to half an Ounce: But I have 
n^ fitf , >r ^^ leafi cannot find that Book, tho' fought for with 
all'Diligme tn'%y Study j Nor had I ferufed the ingenious Book 
prote by the late BifhQf> H o p jb r^ of hit Enquiry into the 

State 
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Statt if Atuhnt Meafxrti : It tut earning to my Haiti 'till fart 
lime after [had ftit tht firciomg Letters' ta Mr, Thoiesby 
Ani novj my Mtmory fe much ftili rrx, that I have much s, 
ts undirfiand what 1 my ftlf have ftrmtrly wriittn 
tied. 



Feb. id, 171-; 



William Smith 
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LETTER 

To (£)'■ George Hooper) Bijhop of 
Bath and Wells. 

Dtcimbir j, 171). 

My Lord, 

|HESE Lines, (as I fuppofe many others 
n will) prefent themfelves to your Lord- 
fliip to acknowledge the gi*eat Fa- 
vour, Honour, and Benefit your Lord- 
I iTiip has done the whole Nation, in 
Publiftiing your molt learned and (a- 
gacious Enquiries into the State of the ancient Mea- 
furcs both Foreign and Domefiisk. But perhaps your 
Lordihip may think it a great Prefumption in a 
Perfon wholly unknown to your Lordfhip, and the 
World, to imitate others of more worth and emi- 
nency, in venturing upon fuch a congratulatory 
Addrcis. 

I find it therefore become neceflary to me, to 
acquaint your Lordihip with the Inducements that 
led me to it ; which were of a Double Nature ; 
The firft relating to my felf, the fecond relating to 
your Lord/hip's moft excellent Trcaiifei In the for- 
mer I Ihall be as Brief as poflibly I may ; but as 
to the latter I muft crave leave to write fomething 



more at large. 



ift. 
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I ft, As to myfelf, I had my Education, and. 
foent mbft of my Life at Oxford^ Jte Fellow of 
University CocLiEge^' in which. Ilac^ 
after Mr. Obadiab Walker's Removal, I had the 
Opportunity, by the Faypur of His Succ^lbrs, to 
' inlpeft all the. Archives in their ^reafury 5 and \Sk 
Icam ftbm thence the Rife^ or Originakof that So- 
ciety (vulgarly^ but $lfly^ attributed to King jtt- 
fred^ chiefly that I might fee what Legacy was be- 
jjueathed by fFtUiam otDkrham tothtUNiiTRt 
siTT^.what Hou&s and Lands were pufchafi4 
therewith j what Orders .ind Settlements made by 
thorn > what Salaries appointed to the Fdlow^* 
and the like j which introductory Knowledge^ ana 
our Dependance on the UiiiVERsiTf,y ^Sicar 
'fnfitors (I mean the Camdcatien^ whoVntklp'onr 
Statutes, 'and not theDo6bors of Divinity «(id:£» '. 
fi:ors, whicrh are only a iiiboniinate Ddi^gaiey:]lnr 
fpme private Purpofes, but the laft refult ixy Cufilh 
cation:^ as ultimate Vifitors) gained me admittance 
to the Perufal of ajl the U Ni v e r s i t y Archives 
in Turre Scolartim fc? mufeis AJlimoliams ^ fFadum^ 
befides the Manufcripts in the Publick Library } 
from whence, and our Englifh Hiftories, I luud be- 
fore my Nomination to this Redory (by the C o l* 
i-ege) AP' lyof, drawn together a larger G)l- 
leftion of Hates J Prices^ Salaries^ fVages^ &c. than was 
. ihortly after published by the ingenious Author 
of the GBranican pretiorumy and from- a Hint of 
whom (in Pag. the 8th of the fame Book) how 
acceptable an Undertaking it would have been, 
had any done the like out of the Greek and Rmaa 
. Clafficksj which Dcfefl: I have, fince my Removal 
to this Place, endeavoured at my Leifurc to fup 
ply 5 and have gathered a GoUeftion'of '-rfi/wfyifW 
;oa phgtSubjq^, now fwelled into fcvenil Volumes j 

whic^ 
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which my Age- (74 Currant), and other Infinnities 
both of Sody and Mind^ will not permit mc to 
trtofcribe and methodize > But I purpofe to devolve 
that Province upon a Nephew of mine, of both my 
Names, bred at fFeftmnfter^ and tranflated thence by 
Bifhop Atterhury^ When Dean there, to Cbrift-Churcb 
in Oxford} but forifeited his Place fhortly after for 
not taking the Oaths to King Geargej and now at 
laft is reconciled ^^ain to the Church and Govern- 
ment ; and at prefeit, School-mafter at BeJaJe (a- 
' bout half a fcore Miles diftant from my prefcnt Be- 
nefice, but fince of Kirby Ravenjhvortb^ x Miles from 
this Place) and for whofe better Inftruaion I have, 
in fomc Meafiire took upon mc to write to your 
Lotdfhip upon this Occafion. 

B u T idly. The main Reafbn of this Addrc(s has 
a nearer. Regard to your Lordfhip's moft elaborate 
and accurate Treatue 5 which in my Retirement 
wa$ long before I heard pf, and much longer be- 
fore I could procure it, it not being to be bought 
at Tork^ and very fcarice and dear at London 5 occa- 
fioaed, as I fuppofe, from the Paucity of Copies j 
But aiuoon as I got it, I read it over and over with 
great Satisfeftion and Delight > and no le(s Admira- 
tion of the Evidence of moft of the Principles your 
Lordfhip proceeds upon, and the large Compafsof 
Tliought, and Fifmnefs of Ingenuity, with which 
your Lprdfliip draws Conclufions from them. Which 
ipakes me expeft that your Lordlhip will fudden- 
ly be fblicited to permit a id Impreffion,* which 
that it may be done with thofe Advantages that 
would make it excted the former > I beg leave to 
lay the following Obfervations in your Lordihip's 
View, which poflibly may contribute to fome Im- 
provement in a new Edition, and that both to the 
Ufefulnefs and Beauty of it alfo. 

AXQ 
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Akp ift^ astD thj^ Beautf of ity the want of t 
Bmsfing TUk feems a Blemifh: to it, and the fiuw 
Want has idi%iaoed both the fitft and xd.Edkn) 
of Archbiihop iMi't Cm^$nu^ (^c. which im, 
no Titkj but burdy the Number of Pages prdSs^ 
ed cm the Top of them; *^ 

idly. To seoder yourLonUhip*s Book maceoio- 
fill, it ought to haxre had the JtOOJl^ or PjtRt 
the ifl^ ClHip. the.ift, and SeOUm the ifi, addedta 
iu and changed as the Treatife li^eat cm^ the N^ 
le£t of which, has cauied me^ and will creaie 9^^ 
lers a great deal of Labpur to find out the Qgo* 
tations your LonUhip makes from one Pkce ix>aih 
bther> a Deficicqc;:! have met with (whilftlwpi 
writing this Letter) in Dr. HMhmtWi Jlf9U^% 
which, tho' it has. the foqrBocdcs. noted at the Top 
of the Page^ yet wanting the Chapters agd Sefibr 
ons,' when I wquldhave coofiilted the Additiofl% 
mentionedat the &id<^ his id Edition, I wasye^ 
long before I could find them* 
. imy, Tho' I queftion not but your Lordihip*^ 
Tabte will be very acceptable to all Ptrfbns that 
have any Infight into the noble Study of the Mt* 
thematicks^ yet (o many Gentlemen, and (bme of 
the Clerey, 1 doubt that Istioxancein manv Places 
wiU render them unintellunUe > and which nadbeeni 
eaiier underftpod, if the Tables had been carried on 
to the Decimal Numter^ and tlut Decimal Num* 
ber alio at the End of than, or fbme following 
Page^ exprc(&d* in EngUJb Pounds, Shilling and 
Penc^ which as to Sefterces^ Minds^ and uakmi 
might have been multiplied into C^^- andM<l<* with- 
out anv great Labour or Difficulty to thofe thit 
knew out vulgar Aridimetick, without any'Skfll 
in Frai£Hons and Decimals, which it is not every 
Man's Happinefs to underftand.. 
/ 4thly, 
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4thly, There fccms to be an Omiflion in quot- 
ing Authors, and neclefting to give Notice where 
thofe Paflages are to dc met with in them. Your 
Lordfhip quotes yillalpandus ( I have forgot the 
Place where ) about the Weight of a Takftt j but 
tho' I have that Book, and confulted the Index to 
it, yet I could not- find the Place your Lordlliip 
referred to ; The like I might fay concerning the 
Jtttick Stater, mentioned Pag. io6. in your Lord- 
ffup's Book, andiPage I4f in Mr. Eifenfchmid's % 
but your Lordfhip hasnot noted the Place, nor can 
it be found as referred to by the other moil excel- 
lent and concife Author, he placing it lib.io. Con- 
trov. Moresy (^c. when as it is not to be met with 
in the Index of Gronovius^s Edicioa of Seneca^ but 
yet may be found Controv. lib. f . Controv. 504. mibi 
pag. 3 1 J. And if the Margent will not admit the 
Quotations at lai^, fuch Notes may be convenient- 
ly caft into the Bottom of the Pages. 

fthly, Altho' your Lordfhip's Contents may feem 
deCgn'd to render an Index unneceflary to Peribns 
of great Memories j yet where thefe are wanting, 
antTone would find out what' they feek for fpeetS- 
ly ; an Index is very commodious and ufeful, as I 
find both in Gronovius, Dr. Berttard, and Mr. £(- 
fiu/chmid^s,, l^c. Treatiles. 

But all that I have hitherto mentioned, or moft 
of.it, is chiefly to be laid at the Bookfeller's Door, 
who fliould have informed or cnfulted your Lord- 
fhip about fomc of them, before the Copy was fcnt 
to the Profs ■, but as to an Index, it is ufually made 
after moft of the Sheets have been p'rinted oiFi and 
cannot be well done before, except in fuch Books 
as your Lordfliip's is, which might be made by 
Book, Chapter, and SeSion, before it go to the 
Prc£i and which, without Alteration, would ferve 

for 
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all Editions^ Lftt&i^ or£nglifh, ibkcfhoi 
afterwards. /: '- - . • ::;-i: .'* . . .i u/ ^^^ 

vl come how iri^thelaft Place^ but; ^^rf^ 
gteateft Defereikref and Submiffidn to offef 1 W'f m k 
.Loirdftip two bdierjCoofidetetwaS;: mv/ 's>>f|q 
' -Thk ift; bdbierningyouri&^c^^ 
J&^M jr^&»r| as equal to ^Sk^^yimiih Thti!^ Ik 
{tdadon to diat ivdl andf iomieiife I^ricei^ ^ ^vite 
]0cmr 'Lordihip fdtzms to allowj;>^to have ba» fil*4i^ 
dent Timds^^ bctiSreeh die V^di^ of Sikery «aiiSMtt 
y^ue of Bxii%.is it^ell before tfaejjRoiKM 
a$ afterwards: ;tA$ia dtfrnteinefted Perfbi 
doiibt of. the l^ratb '• of tlie: firfl? Suppofitiobrsr 
ifsone engas^ in (another H]^ it'bbhtfVil 

mo^altogemeF todiflent.fi^ : •:! -ytb c? 

A ND ift^ (brthe Eubokj or Eubem J^aUm^i 
oat which your Loidihip bfeods^ mo^ ^ ' ' 
ioddsd I thidk your Loraihi^s^^Dfihon 
fo doubtful an Atgiimeht to mafteit gctod^^t^^ 
other Proofs ag^taft the 7^}(&'Trddmoii8lSybig 
|tllly^ Sufficient- ^nd iinanfwerablei.V I fuMh^ cdlf^ 
ceive alio, thaf ybur Lordfhip, andthofe btjier ^lic^ 
thors;that hold, the *£uhe O^ihidh, have-whwlf 
borrowed it from^ a fiogle Paflage in HeriMomL 
ft^ing the Difioshce betVeealthe Babjhh^l iffia 
Eubean Talent to be as 70 to 60y ^without ^^sxidfi^ 
iK^'that'Author'&rC^kidatiohsrany ftKn^hbr^T^rUkJi 
(eemj^i^ not altc^tther coniiftent':S¥ith it> whlic^^ 
(iippoimg they^Wterey your Lcndifhip^ and iRflk^^ 
^(His,, do not.*feenr wholly ta'teKc upon it: ^''Y^ 
Lordfliip having givai\u& three diffisrent Propbrei* 
0n* bbrrowcdrftom three noted Hiftorian$.< ;Xi*^ 
/i&^» j^ffignitig- the Difference^ to'bfe ^, JElhfi^-%\ 
wad;Herodottts.W^ the greateft nbf which^ I tfa^^ 
comes as near the^Truth, as- cither of the otib^. 
Not \x> m?ntioa'i^t£dornot'w# underihmd fcftfr 

Lord- 




iiORlihip^s Valuer ivcwp .Mr. 'Eifen/bhmid*$ of the ^z- 
Jick^TlfkHf: he as I' take it, making it equal to iif 
Eii^liilL Poinds 5 -iyoij^' Lordihi|)f ■ lomctimcs aifign- 
ing ic.adiioA witU ^Frafbion, as in Pagetfi, sik! 
in .anio«H5ft:i?Iace,; that,' or the Roinan Talent at zoz L 
with. a Icffeir Fraftidnj But I find Dr. Bernard va- 
ries from himfclf, writing thus, pag. 174. No. 88. 
4ale$aum 3aifjflonkt0nr ^ Euboicum 70 mhke Euboic^y 
jz imme'jitiic^^ Jioo draStima Attica 'y But Pag. 
-iSy. No, 6z. fTakmum Euboicum joox)denariiy 4roo 
41bri^hcfrf AfiJ^' Fefius GorreSleas. 1. /(?»^(? 72lfi 
-vhifeh-Paflages I diink' irreconcileabk > for 7006 
JSkJftfnfr i^, ' make 8 p^«;»<5i» Pounds and more j if it 
beijBcant '^ any bd^Poundj pondo^ iilftead of libraj 
le^toa Miftake :' Fillaipandus iii the Roman League 
>»it£ Jtfitiochus^ p. 971. Vol. }. Sutes t\i^ Jttick Ta^ 
lent .istt: theufual RatJe 3 but conceives itbrought dowri 
by .the Favour 'of^the Senate to Sjzo Roman Denarii 
br 80 i2^«wif Pounds^ which amounts to- about 224/. 
T\he.s'e piflfeitnces: direfted rtie, in Reading 
yourXordlKip's BoSk,. to look more narrowly in'* 
to what Herodotus .h^* writ about Darius's Tri- 
butes, related by him. > arid I there found, though 
Yhcy arc- not Numb^'d x^ by that Hiftoriaii, that 
the inineteen Portions of Tribute in Silver, recital 
.by; that Author, feckonii^ the fourth (as I fuppofe 
was inteoded) by ^60^ and not ^00 Talents Baty^ 
imfi^ the -Total amounted to 7600 of thofe Ta- 
lent^ : . Arid to ' find what thqy amounted to in oiir 
Moncy^.'(: which was one of ipy principal Defigns) 
I did it by .the Sum' of 2qc57. allowdd to m Attick 
Talent, .which is ncar.ioi. at leaft more than ei- 
ther Dir,/&i(:e^e^//, or Biihop G^rfwfo computes that 
at J '.and ^hich Ukcwife, for the greater Eafe of 
reckpriing without Eraftions, reduces the Roman, 
jOemrii to .8 /{. and the Sejierces to z d. of our Mo- 
'j ncy 



2P4 Several LETTERS 
jKyj and ttakavxf Computation to faU in witli 
■BudavSf tbo^ caiemxed frofa difFerent Ounces or 
Poimda, (bafixiincbeTrv/'Wei^ht, and mine fiofi 
the aneieot sSmmw) thrae, ^ his ^«ra (by whidt 
XOf)& E oi r to WaB imt btvc vrit Z)^ J^e Nummam, 

aid. concur >vriib:;qnr£q|i^ Pound now currant 
uo&o^ lU.- Accordina ^erefore to Herodain^i 
Proportions, or »6 I Ihotui Itave rather faid, accop- 
4iilg to Xmpbn^-^ I JBuKplyed the y6oo £aiyl«- 
■jf^Takots "by-tfO/. aod.-ihe Quotient came te 
'lEjtooooo/^ Tweh divided h^Herodotus'^ firft Num- 
ber (rf"£i(^Tld«lt8^«»3i S/40 ^ve to each Ta- 
Icot ODtr 200/.,VMC. ipjri^'.lil^: But omitting the 
^n&iobsy ^riuiAIknowilWWellhowtomanage, I 
jznildi^ycd tht. 4£8p SiikU Talents (that aroTe 
£om toe GoM nratip^^ by i;, a certain Sum] 
;by lOo/. I _ found toe Q^ic"!^ to be pjiSooo/. 
yrhich icaadd to the fart^vas Sum ipooooo/, 
aoode tS;fi0ooiL ttnl dlvidiag ttus Total by Hm- 
i^iu's Total of i4f(So£i(^if Talents, I found they 
jjoXc no higbcr e»ch than 194 /. 'A^. 

But compuciDg by a Ba^lanijb Talent of a IcT- 
fer Siae, v»: ^, or at i^i: 6s. Sd. 1 found the 
Total of 7<Soo Taleitts to. ariic no higher than 
■lyiopii, which divided «a before, gave only a 
Qffrtiemof l8(SA i^, bj^ arhich Quotient, omii- 
linc the Fraftions, mtdtipdying the 4680 Eahic 
Taknts> tint MultipUcaticm, with the next pre* 
ceedii^ came to t6fi4.i^h which divided by^;- 
r«fof0i's Total i4f(So^ gave but 181/. .K^. 
. F I N o 1 140 therefore that neither of thefe Cal- 
culations Hnde the Vahic of the Euboie Talents a- 
grcc, the fir& Qyoticnt with the fecond, I call a- 
pout to 6nd Whence tbe£: Diflrerences arofej and 
atlaft difcovorad ihA tbepf49. EuboicTalsnts^ join- 
el 
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ed with the 4680, did not make 14^60 Taknir^ 
Init fell ihort by ^40 Takitts. 
. I went Co work again, and dividing the laft Six 
l^rgopjjA by the new Sum (£ 9%'&o EuboicTakm 
i found the Quotient arife no higher than i8oiE 
tH4, and then omitting the Fraifaon, and multi^ 
gfying the 4^80 Talents by 180/. the two great J 
Sums put together, amounted to 26 z } : ; ; /. and di- . 
vidcd by i4f6o, the Quotient was as oetbre i8o/,i 
T^T"^, which plainly ihewed that there was a Mi- 
ftake in l^rodotus hmifelf, and that his Computa- 
tions could neither agree with the Truth, nor with 
one another i an Errour, as I thinlt, overlooked 
by Bud^us^ but afterward, as I fince find, difco- 
veredby Jigi-icohy pag. ip6. I. 18. Which poffiblyl 
yourLordfhip's great Accutenefs and Capacity majF 
find a Method to i-e.5tifie, tho' others before hav»J 
never yet attempted it with any Succcfi. 

I have alfo now, on the other Hand, confultei| 
how the Eubok Talent was ftated by former WrJ 
teis, who reckon it at a lower Rate thim youifej 
Lordihip : And I find Bad^ens, after a vtry darH < 
and opa'ofe Method, to have fixed it, as far as I can 
underuand him, by my Notes formerly taken out 
of him, (for at prefcnt I have lent the Book to 
my Nephew ) at ffidy, a Drachma and two OhH, 
or about 188/. 1 8 J. id. 4,. Coverfuvias (as pub:^ 
lilhed amongft other Writers, ) by Renerus Budelius, 
i with his own two Books on this Subject ) at Co- 
ien^ in 4(0 ( ifpi, pag. 6ii) at an jittkk Talent, 
Wanting three Mina and | of a 4ch, about 189/. 
^s. 4-d. ylgricola, p. 296, computes it at f6 Min<e 
-rf/ftV*and J ofai/Mw, 188/. ijj. ^d. Bartb Be' 
iff'/sffj, a Profeflbr at Luca^ printed there in 8w. 
3711, and reprinted zt Leipjic, A°- 1714, gives it 
«o higher Valae thaa 43 Mitta. But 1 do not 

think 



think this Genddqan veil' trerfed in thh :StiidV^ 
who has writ in an A^habetical ;Method, fixr tie 
Information ofj^iijg Students,:, as Geo. H^JiMtt^ 
a German Profeflm^ >httd done ^ and that more hsotH 
^^. about a Ebiikljred Yearsi^before, viz. J^bijg^ 
Pmek Ao^ USoiSjr:^ -i '■ ■■/:-:i T • . . ■;: /-•^■ 

BvT I chiefly 'Wicom the, Account biar»wa^ 
iroxhlFeJius^ ; in l£ie ieveral Words. EiAoicum aodiSKt 
lenfam ^ in the iaA hei iays, ' A JSiediaitj or C^tft^ 
ni^Tcalent, : contained 4foa JlmM, Pence, or (hnst 
4tjbi* J^artSy' if'LjDol^.fo'call thdni of a RBivum^: 
teoi:,! land fo cbnttquiaitly o£ 6006 - Siit-pencorofi 
6iir Money. And; in tht hanonet'Euhictmj hei^* 
Th^ Talent coi^fied. of :7f 60. Gi}?(7[p^ whicjh^ 

giye.^oisaaiy to &ch\ a Talent 187X lo i'. ; . Aii 
neEe; limutt Reft >!tiU .further . mi|nl£l:^ by your 
Lordihif^^s Inforinatioh^^ 

I purpofcd ia-jtho^riieict Placenta -have proceoiQi 
to. my fecoiKl Gdnfiiidration, copc^iiinjo;: the' inci- 
efiitProMrtion-feeiwiit Silver and Bi^^ Btit tldi 
Letter, has ahreody^ic^tchded- it:felf beyond, it's 'pSt 
Boundji,>atKi tWei^9^;I ihall leave .that Matter to 
fomc other OpMitudty } b^^ginglyourl^ordiSii^'i 
Pardpn.lor all. Bhindcfs in this ij^tp-y and camwg 
yout I^rdihip.'s BkflUng, and Licenee ta (vbfccbo 
my fcl£ 
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trbm Mtlfonhy, , y(j^y L O R D S H I P'S , 

betwfxt Ikich' ■ .1 

r^."i^-' great ddmir^^ 

^ ' ^'^*^' — and infinitely obliged^ 

If your Lordfhip fiiYOurs 

nje with an Anfwcr, it comes and humbk Servant^ ■ 

fafeft and rpeedyc/lxif dired- 
ed to mc at Melfonby near 

^fS'"' '"*'^''""'^''- "William SmiA 



Duritm. 
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SomeErrours, or OmiJJiom not mintiontd inb:sLord~ 
J&^VErrata. F.iii. /.14. I think ^f fiouid be ^f. 
f.124. L6. after Lib. 2.%. add Cap.l^. /-Hf- /.n. 
^ter obferved^ add Ub. i. Cap. 4. ;>. 117. /. if. /»■ 
Hoftilius Tullius, r. TuUius Servius. p. 1 ;p. /. 14. 
^ttere if for P-arvo it Jhould not be read Patrio. p. 
If I. I. the lap, ^uere if for 6 Toot i/ pouid ntt be 
6 Inches. 2jf. /. 10. ^ Party the Chap, before $. 1 
is omitted, p. i ft, for f7,f. r. f7f. p. ^oy, fayi, 
two Choenixs tv.ere "worth jo Oboli ; and the next 
Page fays, one Choenix was worth j Attick Dnun^ 
itibich tf true, it would make i Chcetiixs be -worth 16 
'^' ili. De hoc ideo C^a:re. " 
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Reverend Si r, 

Y Lord Bifhgp of Bath ^ f^^s 
commanded me to acquaint you, 
that he receiv«i your Letttrj 
and to.returo you Thanks for 
your Curioos ExaminiiiSon of 
nis Book} which^ hel^s, .you 
Ihould not baye becn^>$t to fo 
much Trouble in procurmg, had 
he known you to have been lb nice and. i^aborate 
. an Enquirer into A n t i qjti t y: His Lordihip'i 
Book was inde^ very fcarce, and very d^, occa- 
lioned by the finaU Number of Copies he permit- 
ted to be Printed, which were not 'above 200 in 
the Whole i and no moit than half of them for 
Sale. 

The .Obfervations you have made upon the De- 
feats in it, are almoft the yery fame his Lordfhip 
made upon a Perufal of it, fince it was pubhfliedi 
but his Lordlhip defircs you to confider, that this 
Edition of it was deHgncd more for ExaminaticNi, 

than 



than for Ufe. If ever there is a new Impreffion he 
wUlhavc thefe Defefts amended, together with the 
&rata that were caiafed by the Printer, Tranfcrii 
ber, Sfc. as fer as they are dUcovered, by him and 
others. His Lordihip fiippoies he may have Oc- 
cafion to communicate feme Papers toyou^.for 
which Reafon he defires you to mform me, what 
Correfpondent ydu, have, in Lotidon, by whom he 
may convey them fafely to your Hands. I have 
.by his'Lorafhip's Order looltcd into that Paflage 
of Herodotus quoted in his Book, but cannot find 
any Way to make the Numbers agree, X am 

HeverendSIR,' 

At thi Patau at ' TottT mofi OhJietff 
WeUs, Jan.i8. 

i7»3. Humbk Strofoa. 



X. Weftley. 
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A Seo6nd 

L E Tvx E R 

To the LordBiJbap pfBzthand VVcIls, 

May it pka/i year ho fiOSHiPf . - 

fpve me leayic,- after a l6t^ fit 
: die Gout in my Huid, that 

I dtfinablcd me to writ^ to con- 
tinue my fonner Letter, and ib 
proceed ixi my fecond Article : 
Kii which was to confider the vaft ' 
=■ Uyproportioa your X.ordflup al- 
lows to have fome Time -been betwixt Gold, Sil- 
ver, and BralSj in -Order td confirm an ingenioas 
Explication o^a finglc Paflwciii Homer y concao- 
ing a fmallToleDt (» Go^ mppofed ligt to exceed 
the Weight of tluee j&ftf^ or fix Dfo^ma. For 
your Lbrdfhip, Pageijo, aiSgns thdc Proportiais 
Following, viz. That a Pounirof Gold was worth 
a hundred of Silver, and a Silver Pound a thouiaad 
of Brafs : Which Suppofition admitted, and con- 
puting Brafe at the Rate it aloi^ Time went for 
at Rome, and does now bear in Eitghnd, the thou* 
land Pounds of Gold, which the S/mam ajpred tt 
■jwy the Gauls for ^ Ranfom of the Capicol, wiH 
' amowtt 
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amount to no le(s than five Millions of our. prefent 
Coin^' too prodigious a Wealth to be found in a- 
ny Gity of Italy at that Time, either in ready Mo-* 
ncy, or any other fingle Commodity whatfoever : 
xnuich left there, when the City was burnt, and 
moBt of it's Inhabitants fled out of it before, and 
no Mines of Copper, that we read of then wrought, 
or difcovered within their narrow Territories, fcarce 
•. miy where exceeding the Number of zo Miles from 
i^ir Metropolis. 

After I had made this Calculation, and I 
thought exaftly, happening that I reviewed it a- 
^in, but from anotner Place treating of the fame 
Taloit, I found my felf Mffts&en, and that fo 
vafUy, that I wonder'd how I could poflibly be 
guilty of it I however I alter'd my Numbers, and 
for f Millions, found it to be no more than f opooo /. 
pf our Monejr. This Account was drawn from 
Page the 44th, and 353 d. which though differently 
exprefled, yet both came to the fame Sum, and 
was to be underftood, as I now find,* of the -Value 
of Brafi in feveral Countries, which, it feems I was 
nbt aware of: And then a third Time reviewed 
the firfl: Calculation, as I now fend that to your 
Lordihip, tho' having Yeflerday feat your Lord- 
Ihip's Treatife to my Nephew, I cannot at pre- 
fent confult it; But if we compute by either of 
the Sums fore-going, methinks both or them arife 
too high to agree with the Expreffion ufed by Le- 
vy j lib. f . c. 48. JaSantibus nm obfcure Gallis baud 
magna mercede fe adduci poffe ut obfidimem relinquant. 

I fhall adventure to add a fbiuth Computation, not 
indeed agreeable to my own Judgment, yet neceflari- 
ly to be allowed by the excellent BudauSj and his 
Followers, very excuCible in him, who firft broke 
t^e Ige in the Road^ for others to Travel with the 

H4 great- 
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ereater .Eafe and Security ; but not fo paitboabk 
m the great Gromvious'^ and eminent Hardwin^ ' wboie 
liuman Learning I admire, but not fo much their 
Logick : For, in their Difputes they feem to con- 
tend Palma expanfdj but not p»gno^ as pofEbty, I 
may have Occauon hereafter to evidence by other 
Argi;ments than my bare Word. For aU theft" 
Perfons not only take it for .granted, but endeavoor 
to expofe and ridicule thofe that Queftion it 5 that ' 
Bi^s at Romej when Silver was firft coined, bore 
the Proportion of 840 to one of Silver, and i f of 
Silver to one of Gold 3 in which, if they foUow 
Plifr^j as Monfieur Hardwin thinks, the only Author 
to be regained in this Matter, inftead of i f , they 
Ihouldfay 17^, which in my Grofs, and rude way 
of Reckoning makes, or feems'to me to make, above 
49 /. Englijb. But becaufe I am wholly Ignorant and 
Dcfeftive in this Art, I will keep to* the cbmmcii 
Road, and only multiply 17/. ot Silver* by 840 of 
Brafs, and the Produft will be . 14180 Roman Pounds 
of Brafs, which, according to my former Computa- 
tions of the Value of Brals, 'twill rifo no higher 
than 714/. EngUjh^ a cbntemplable Price 5 and' to 
borrow fromL/iy loco citato^ ch.48. Pretium p&puU 
gentihus mox imperaturi indignum 5 i. e. jt Price mf 
worthy the People ivho were Jhortly to rule all Nations. 
I have no more to add relating to your Lord- 
fliip, fave that in reckoning the Talents of Brafi 
by 60 Mina^ it would have been more plain to 
a vulgar Reader, if it had been noted that Talents 
in Coin differ'd from the Roman Talents of Weight, • 
which was double the Talent of their Money. 
Some Lines of the fore-going Page were writ be- 
fore the Gout feized my Hand, which continued 
with me near two Months, in which Time I read 
ii^vgr 'Dmyfms Hc^UfarnaJfen/ts^ and Uvy^ which I 

h^ 
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3 had perufed many Yeafe before, an4. cxtra£ted what 
-^ ; I thought for my i^urpofej bpt now I more dili- 
L :geiitly . cojnparea them, and find their Accounts 
^. not only often different, but oppofite to each o- 
1: ther. . The firil Author fay5, the Spoils of Pome-- 
c tia amounted to 4900 Talents, and the tenth Part 
■ miog took out, the Remainder afforded ev6ry Sol- 
dier f Mln^^ or i6l. i^s. 4^. Englijh. 
..: B y.T Uvy lib. i. ^. f/. informs us, that Pifo rec- 
f kons them at 40000 Rfitnan Pounds of Silver, which 
ampunts to about iiiooo/.* EngUJb -y hnt Fabius 
jneckons them no higher than, 8000/. but the low- 
eft is fuffieienf.to bring not only the Senate, but 
every private Soldier acquainted with the V^e of 
Silver, for the Species, as both Authors agree, were 
in Gold and Silver, and not in Brafs Mettal, to 
inake them more liable to Difpute what their true 
Value was. 

These two Authors are lofl, where they fhould 
givq us an Account of the firft Coinage of Silver 
a£ Rome^ and the next Help we have muft be de- 
duced from the Sicilian Money, from whence Far-- , 
TO tells us, the Romans borrowed their Pattern j 
but conoerxiing that, we have not much remain- 
ing, except fome few Quotations o£ Pollux^ out of 
Ariftoth*9 but thefe alfo fo difagreeing with them- 
felves, that they are not entirely to be relied- on ^ 
tho' colle£ted together in a Book, I doubt not your 
Lordihip has by you, writ on this Subje£b by Dr. 
BemleSy againfl the honourable Mr. ^oyle : By fome * 
Notes i formerly took out of that Book, I take ~ 
Notice of thefe Paflages. Firft, that Jriftotle fays,^ 
thzt '^^Deealirron was equal to a Corinthian Stater-, 
now be writing of Silver Money, one would ima- 
ging that he Means a Silver Stater^ which as I 
compute it tQ be, rather exceeds, than- falls fhort 
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of an intirc Rman Ouncc^ and fixnn hcha one 
would be apt to . conclude, ' that the firft Rmin^ 
Denarii were coined full ah Ounce Weight 5. Boc 
this agrees not with what the feme Pbloix tdatn 
from the fame Author, that the DecaB&on was©- 
qu^ tQ ten jEffhean OboBj and .Diodorus Siatlm. 
who ought, (one would think)- to be t^ott idicd 
on, but that his Age takes off from his Authontjr, 
ftates it at z Attick Drachma^ % only. ' Ibjycb^ is 
alfo quoted by Dr. Bentky^ for expounding^a iit^j 
to be equal to two Pounds^ in this ' dyverfi^ of 
Opinions I know not well where to fix it, if Awh 
cerollusy^ Savotfis aiKl Gaffenius ^je&^r^ it woe 
fitteft to fix it at an Ounce weight; But if Afr. 
Eifenfcbmifs Observations (as I doubt not but it is) 
be true, in all likelihood, Tliny is mifbtketiy who < 
makes the Fall of the Affes to be finom i PcQiil to 
two Ounces ; whereas by the Fall of Afi't diat 
learned Author has nubliffted at the End otUs Pirc- 
face, they fell firit from it to 10, fr6m 16 too. 
8, 7, 6 Ounces, at whicii laft Weight W€ mw 
fix the firft Coinage of the Denarii. 

I know rtothingj of tWs will be allowed by Mr. 
Hardwin^ who thmks he has fettled the whole Mac- 
ter in his Notes upon the 3d Chapter of PUnft^ 
33d Book in the 13th §. of thefe ISTotes, 6f whKJi 
rcrformance he has had io great an Opinion, tbt 
in his Nuntmi antitjui popuJormi l^^urMum ilbfira- 
.ti: He has reprinted it Page f 39,' under thcjo- 
ncral Title of de Re Nummaria : If his Notes md 
Approbation- in the Wotldj I think it will be in 
Vilp «*^ any Man to write againfl the old Opim- 

ft*^^Hpdiife8> But Methinks hi^ExpW 

t' (madh^ W ^ Fabius Maxim 
the Weight of the :4J^x Wasrfr' 
«a^iM^ Number incitai«dto 
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16 jfffisj how the Common Wealth gsdned halt 
tho* the Notion be borrowed from Pliny himfeU^ 
Sg ibmewhat extraordinary ; for in other Words it 
is to lay, that four Ounces is the half of twenty : 
' But when he comes to explain what Pliny has writ 
of the Gold, being coined after the Rate of loSe- 
fierces to each Scruple, computing as the Sefterces 
were currant in his Time. I am ready to fey /^r^ 
fanii H^iri^ what he commends in Granovious for ap- 
pljihg it to Savotus appears almoft rcdiculous, for- 

fetting at thd fame Time that his Brother Jefuit, 
iic. Abramus^ is as ill ufed by Gronaviousj and ten 
Times better deferved it. 

I had fome more Things in Mind when I began 
to write this Letter j but am afraid I am already 
become tedioiis, and therefore having, whilfti was 
writing, received a Letter from one of your Loid- 
fliips OflSicerSj I return my humble Acknowleg- 
ment for the favourable Acceptance of my laft Let- 
ter which will oWige me tor ever [ after I have 
b^jged your Lordfhip's Blefling ] to fubfcribe my 

' ' Tour hoKDSUJ^^S 

mofi Faithful J and . 

Obedient Servant^ 

to Commandj 

William Smith, 

• 

Not knowing what Title to give to Mr. fFeft'i 
Jey I have inade bold to enclofe it under your Lord- 
^p's Cover, which will fave the 8 d. Poftage 5 I 

had 
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bad ft»^ot whoi I-.was fpeakii^ of the eiqinaf 
Mr. ^ja^cbnud to acquaint yoar I^rpfhip,. tiix | 
waft mightily plealed to find him concumiig .^9i^ 
my own SeotuAentS) for tho* in a CompIim«a:nt 
tbie younger Grtmovums^ who ftiles his Fathet'i 
Book on thiaSubjef^ his ifus'trii^bale, and there* 
foFc £iys, he would not make the Diibute betwixt 
Savotia and him, his own Ccntroveny, p^ lit. 
yet he fpends Pages i^, 8, 9^ 140, in R^^a^ 
of it, and ^vesmoic aba better ReaToDsagainil^ duo 
any to be mcft with uxGrMtmitfi whole Di&ouifi^ 
ioT it} and infteod oS mntmo eilate M^umente (ex- 
cep:hemeant, as the Words will bear) m^t.faare 
writ,. wocQ Mate drptment», to wit, that the Qnck. 
Hifitriati tmdtr^Md it ft. 




■V.Mff 



A Copy 
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LETTER 

■ To Mr. Weftley. 



Was very glad to underftand by 
the Favour of your Letter, that 
mine to my Lord Bifhop was not 
mifcarried, which 1 feared it had, 
and rejoyce that what was kindly 
intended, was kindly accepted, 
which does not always happen > 
llie". Intimation you give me of his Lordfhip's Li- 
berality, had he known mc any Ways curious in 
Matters of this Nature, is very acceptable to me ; 
And I Jhould have thought the Honour of fuch a 
Favourof a Great deal more Value, than ten times 
die Price the Book coft me. 

I could not difcover. by your Letter, whcthei" 
you were in Orders or no ; and therefore durft nei- 
Acr ufe nor omit the Term Revereml., leart it fliould 
be either wanting, or mifapplied > and therefore 
made bold to inclofe this, in one to his Lordlhip, 
which was but intended as the firft Draught, and 
11 (dXi of Blunders, and hardly intelligible -, out I 

. fuf- 
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fer it to come as it i% becaiife I have not Timeto 
tranfcribe it, and hope the Meaning may be gqdl^ i 
(edat, tho' die Expr^ons arc not lb much asGnoh [ 
matical > and I would not defer it to another Pofi^ ji 
leaft I ihould loofe three Days Time in having 
thofe Papers compiumcated to me, which you m, 
me his Lordfhip defigns to Honour me withj and L 
therefbrc defired to &iow what Co^efpondeot of ^ 
mine he may direft them to iaLondon. If th^ be 
in Sheets, the fafeft and fpeedieft Way would be 
under a Cover, or two, by thePoft, or fiicceifive- 
ly one Poft Day after another j but if of any bulk 
they may be (urefted to a Nephew of mine, fthc 
younger Brother to him I foimerly mentioned to 
my Lord) And the Direftion may be To Mr. Tho- 
mas Smith, at his Chambers in Gray's Inn, to Be left 
lirith Mr. Mabbot, Stationery in Holbqum. You 
olfo inform me, that by riiy Lord's Order, you ex- 
amined the Numbers in Herodotus^ but could not 
make them agree : I could heartily wifh you would 
take the Pains to examine a Place of like Difficul* 
ty in Lavy^ lib. x. e. 46. 

I {hall tranfcribe the Words as they are in the 
printed Fariorum^ becaufe they arc fhort j and. €W- 
novious's Comment leaft you ihould not ha.ve that 
Edition by you, the Words arc (fpeaking oiF a Vi- 
ctory agiiinlt the Sammies 5) JEris gravis tranfueSa 
vicies centies mil lies (^quingenta triginfa mi Ilia ^ id as 
redaStum ex captivis dicebatur. Argenti quod captrm 
ex urbibus erat P. M. cccxxx omne as argentumq^ in 
ararium Conditum. 

The Notes are thus Dein fumma eft immamSy 

iy tunc nuUo ex triumpbo fperanda : ut enim decern U* 
bras demus denarioy qui paulo poft percujfus efty t3 
tranfmitamus quod excurrit : vicies centies millies cente* 
na milUa ^iSy efficient quadragies centies millies Sefter- 

cium^ 
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|iMi Jedes ceftties milUes centena miJUa denaritnrum^ 
ffc I lomewhat Queftion whether this adverbial 
QDmputation is ever applied to any Coin (or Weight) 
Ik uiat c^ Seflerces. 
As likewiie whether the interpofed ^ does not 
dier incline us to think the Copy is faUe, and 
ftoold be reaAnot conjumim hut feperatim •y or ifto- 
getfaer^ whether they be to be thus exprefled in Fi« 

rM 2OO00000000 (leaving out die f 3 3000) and if 
wlicdier infiead of quadragieSj Gronovious fhoiild 
' UC have writ oSogies*, thefe C^eflions are difficult 
to sue ^ but my lord's, or vombly your own Skill 
JQ Mathematicks ( of which I am ignorant ) will 
idblve the QuefHons in as little Time almofL aa I 
kae writ them^ Ido add no more (or fearlmould 
kqfe this Day's Poft, but onhr to defire you toex« 
cbfe my hafly Letter to his Lordfhip^ an(l pardon 
•lUs to your iel^ from 



S«fc»7.«7»!^ 



Tour Ohligedand 

• ■ ■ .1 
ttmbk Scanty 

(or Brother) 



William Smith. 



I know not whether my Lord has obferved in 

Mr. Eifenfcbmii's Tables, a fmall Errour^ for in 

Pag^ 1 88, he gives the Value of four H, S. or one 

DenariuSj at 8 Sols^y but in Page ipi, he fays, 6 

OboU makes four H. S. and there Rates them at 

Sols. 

I was 



Wliakks in jiti0^%Afecvmyh!tt remetahtx ]^ 
'J)t.9ml§y ^'i%ffiv»td mtJmmi but 4e«i;aat 

coxtGBi it: The Errour is m leckooiog l^'CMr 
:jR]Kr gb.^^M^ Si>9») mthfifff inftead'of i^ flioold b(» 
flRd .ij[ t^ wli^iwciild Jiftjof Uttk Momeiit, lint 
la^^ t)M>t Ntt»il»er »<tQ nl m^tiplyVl, whi<^ nti- 
4eir^fi^ }^>^6fc9'!tii& moGB'ixrnfiderble^ 



f r .» f 
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Jff^r/cgm fmef:^mKi^fif w ^. fBmdrmi^ ibat ftoiSipt 
^tfif^eftif tferlhafi. ^mik^i^} tbiy tm pffltik m^ 

i4fi^: frm bk^rfbm d rimv^ ione frm:biiLmf% 

oen^ 1722, / hid the firft Nmi of^ my \Lt^d:)S^fkf 
of Bztn and WtVis^s Book} and on thi ijth o/Msatch 
following J I had this Infc^mcitif^ from the fame kind 
Hand J viz. I Jh.ouldteghdnryl2rd of Bath a^ 

er Edition of bis Baok^ 
Mifidkes which ypu fyi%^ jfif)^ 
mated to Jnt^^ f^'^f^^^f ^i^ Letter to you fiews him 
to be convinced: But I have lately heard that he dayly 
grows more an^mm infirm *y and if this be trucj as I 
/iith^.?SjiaAimfiim expea hefbouUgive himfelf a- , 
ny further Trouble about jhis Matter^ &c. 
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Let TE'RsDe Re Numinarta. 

UPp N Publifhing the foregoing Letters 
I thought fit to make fome Additions, tho* 
. it is likely in my fo doing, I fhall fometimes repeat 
wK^ has been fiifficiciltTy expkined before j and 
that which I now fubjoin, may feem to many ra- 
ther fiipcrfluous than neceflary : But becaufe I piu:7 
pofe to acquaint the World not barely with my 
own 'Thoughts and Conjedhirps 5 but with what I 
find has,, in Part, been the Sentiments of fome few 
other Authors that lived before me 5 I will in fome- 
thi^g fiijther explain my Opinion, and fhew how 
I came, by it, and the Reafon I have, why I can- 
not eafily recede from it. My Opinion therefore,* 
in Aiort, was thus founded.* 1 could never give my 
Confent to fiich Unlikelihoods, as I found* were en- 
tertained by the greateft Authors that have writ de 
Rb Nummaria, I might mention many, but fliaU 
pitch upon two of the moft celebrated Authors, 
that have handled thisSubjedt : The firft is the ad- 
mirably learned Btid^us^ who was the firft that e- 
ver opened the Way, or as I may fay, broke the 
Ice, that others might follow in the fame Road, 
with greater Eafe, Pleafure^ and Security > and this 
was done when, I think, there were tew in the 
Age he lived, that either could, or durft. Attempt 

or venture upon fuch an Undertaking j or, if they 

had 
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iiad, could have peribrmcfl it with the like fiicttft 

Hd Drought it to; and lam fiiUy pofuaded (ar«r3t 

be eafily difcerned bv any that reads his Book ir . 

jtje) tnat he thougnt his Diicovenes^ .came littfe 

* ihort of Pofe^on, or that what te iaid-coiddkl- 

. ther be gueftioned, or difputed^ by any that flidild 

(ucceedhun: And to fay the Truths littlexWn)- 

thing ha$ been fince diicover'd,^ that meets widi a-* 

ny Univerfil Acceptance. .^mcoU ¥rrit ihoftlyitf^ 

ter Bud£uSy and i think, in his Life-time^ amli 

much prized, as a dili^it and ^judiciou^ Wfitp'f 

But yet there are two Things 1^ to his ChaiK 

by tnat leariied and celd>ra^ Critick^ the cm 

wmopkus^i Vvc&y that he has obfcur^d his^ SubjeSy 

by hahdling it' too nicely, and reducing his Ciubi- 

lations to mil and. (econd Mmutcs, that are ^m 

Wordi or Confideiation, if at all imdDii 

vulgar Reader^ The iecond, is his gram 

where he makes no Difference (which all othen 

allowed, and is frequently met with in ClaifiiBik Ad- 

thors) between the Words Sefiercius^ ajqd Seft/m^ 

in the Mafculine Gender, and Seftercia in the !lnc|i!- 

to*. I think the next famous Author that hatidled 

this SubjeA, is the eminent and candid French G- 

vilian, that both in Law and Humanity would isii* 

tate his Country-man Budaus ^ who writes per^ 

cuoUfly, and has attempted to make (bme Difficol- 

ties plam> but thofe have not met with a genenl 

Approbation, and are laid afide by our greatS Qi- 

ticks : I fhall mention no more, than the unimiear 

ble Gromvious^ in all Parts of human Learning ar 

bating thzt Ekkna * of his, which he has embnt* 

ced sund borrowed, (as that Beauty was, by ievml 

Lovers)' 



t jln Exfnffm mucb nfid by Gronovious^ againfi AbjraoM 
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!^overs). I mean, that the Roman Denarii were 
icwr greater than 7 ot 8 in an Ounce, and is fo 
ir from believing there were ever any greater, that 
le^has writ a Treatife to expofe the Jefuit Ntcl 
JRr4W«wj,- who diflents frorii him> not by ftrenuous 
tjcadfons againft ity but rather by endeavouring to 
idicule it. 

JNb^ tho' Ahramui be a Partizan in the Opi- 
ioq, which I endeavour to maintain, yet he has 
lone it in fiich a Manner,, as I think not like to 
>roduce, or gain, many Followers > And this I am 
>eriliaded of, for thefe three Reafons following. 

I ft, Becaufe he has. taken Liberty to invent feve- 
•al new Names for Money, or Coin, never heard 
>f in any ancient or Claflxck Author, idly, Becaufe 
he only gives his Opinion at large j but no Ways 
[endeavours to confirm it, by producing Reafons, or 
illedging Authorities to Countenance it. 3dly, Be- 
caufe he not only cmbiaceth, but as much as he can 
les for, the Probability of a foolifli Conceit 5 that 
the AJfes had been changed in their Number, 
from ten to fixteen for a Deneir^ and that for veiy 
good Reafons, to aVt>id the Inconvenience which 
was found in the Sefterces^ that confifted of the Va- 
lue of t^oAJfes and a hailSf each Sefterce-y for by be- 
ing now .exchanged from ten to fixteen, they and 
the Denarii were eafily divided intjo fevenil raits, 
as half's. Fourth's, Eighth's, and the hke: For the 
Roman Writers commend this Divifion, and give 
better Reafons for it, than I on a fudden can call to 
Mindj but Abramus^ on the contrary, endeavours 
to bring them back from 16 to 12, and from 12 ro 
their firft 10, to fen^e fome filly Notion he w:is 
become fond of. 
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> 

Ex Nicolai Abrami Lotharingi h 5i^ 

. cietate J E s u, Commentaftts in teniuni vth 
lumen Orationum M« T, Ckeronis in dtohu 
volumntbus^ in foUo. Parifiis Mdcxul 

I jfS. 

z f Seftercius five nummas. 
10 Denarius. ' 
If Denarius, nuanms. 
100 Gentujffls. 
Zfo Aureus. . 
1000 Ponda. . 
Zf 00 Si{ftercium. 
IOCX50 Ptmda jhtreL ' 

Zf 000 Sefterdum Jbari. ' 

^ahtk Progjreffitmis per Sefterciis. • 

I Seftercius five numnms, 
4 Denarius. 
10 Denarius nummus. 
^ 40 Centujfis five Jrgenteus. 
too Aureus. 
400 Pondo. 
1000 Sefterdum. 
4000 Pondo Auri. 
10000 Sefterdum Ami. 
40000 *#*#*## 
looooo **#**# 
400000 Cenfus Equeftris^ 
1000000 Dedes. 
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He gives the like Table for Talents, 

6 Pmdo Jiiri. 
24 Seftercia. 
60 Pondo. 
240 jturei. 
600 Cetauffes. 
I400 Defuminammi. 
6000 DeharH. 
24000 Sefterdi. 
tfoooo Jjffe's. 

f0lmmim cum H. S. CoHatofum Indiculus. 

Pag. 2po. 

^ I faktaum. 24 Seftercia. 

10 iaknta. 240 If. S. 

100 • I2Q0 Sive vicies ^ quater H. S . 

1000 * — --- . 24000 She ducenties 6? quadra^ 

gies H. S. . 
loooo -----^- 240000 H. S. five bis milUes Of. 

quadringenties4 

I fliafl now give you all that he fays, concerniiig; 
the Reafotis of nis Opinion, which he brings in aih 
ter this Manner. 

Ha viiiiG in the Page before given p ^ 

an Accbutit of fix Ways, or Manners, ^' ^ " 
how the Value of MoAey may be ndfeid 6r leflened 5 
in thii he endeavours to difcover whethet of the 

I z dif- 
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diflferent Opinions, that of 84, or that of p5 Der^ 
riij in a Pound of SU^er,: is. the Traeft> ^d he con- 
cludes for the latter, tho' undoubtedly very 'falfcly, 
and then proceeds-, ^0 paSlo ex ftnguUs argenti im- 
ciis oSloni DemriKferientur^ €5? fmguli Denarii Dradh 
mam pndehunt^ fi jufio ponder e ftgnentur^ id efi ponden 
per legem Papyriam conftituto , -^a lege ut fup$^ w- 
dimus Semiunciales Afles fa£ti^ id.efl^ ad vige^mam 
ufque partem deminuti^ adeo uiunus mum Denarimm 
qui ante helium Punicum primum ^percuffi funt cantinh 
ret viginti quatuor l?zipYn^\leg?ypercuffbs. jltq'^ adt$ 
fi Confiilares ( Denarii ) pafi leget^ Papyriam perci^ 
unam Drachmam pendebant , I>pfarii quo primum tem- 
pore percuj/i funtj quatuor ^ fuiginti Drachmas Atticasj 
id eft^ tres uncias Romanas pependerunf quo tempore 
placuit Denarius pro decern libris acris. Belh Pw 
mco primo conftitutum ut Jj^s fextantario .pondoc 
ferirenturj id eft^ iif duodeam Juperioris DeMrii pat- 
tibus decern detraSla funt^ ut ifie pofierior duos tdntum 
prior is duodecimas confineret^ fixtaque pars ejfet adpri- 
arem ilium comparatus. Ergo nummus Bello ^Punico 
primo percujfus^ quatuor Drachmas pependit. , Belh 
Ptmco fecundo &uinto Fabio Sdaximo DiSlatqrelex. fex' 
tantario faSlus eft uncialis y id eft^ media parte ^dimifiU' 
turn eft pondus Denarii^ atqy adeo duos Drachmas pirn- 
dereeffecit. Mox ItgtV^mxvi femiunciaksjIJisfaMiy 
atq; it a Denarius ad drachma' pondus perduHiis ef^ 
captufqy Drachma Attica pretio aftimari, ^0 in pofh 
dere 6? aftimatione permanfit^ ut eJfet juftum ,iiona- 
ginta fex i libris fignari. ^emadnwdum libra Romsr 
na fex £5? nonaginta Drachmas Atticas continebat. ^m 
tamen mina Attica centum Drachmarum fuit^ Romm 
per modicum a jufto Denarii ponder e detrahentes^. utfo" 
alius monetam Romanam ad Atticam aftimationem r^ 
mcarent^ coeperunt ex Argent i libra centum Denarj^ 
fiinare^ ut infingulas libris quatuor Denarios lucre af' 

ponereif} 
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fmgftntj magno emolument o i 
utwwn dePrmento ex ponderii 
wkb'e^ Jncilitate Commercii. 



Next follows an Account of feveral jfurei and 

Tkutriij but from none of them can it begadier*d, 

tht the Denarii were heavier than the Papyrian 

law 5 therefore I ihall pafs from what this Author 

ks written, to fome other Arguments, that maybe 

Iftr'd to prove the Denarii were, at their firft Coin- 

kig- of a far greater Weight, than Budaui and o- 

tbcrs imagine them to have been. And tho' as I 

fcwc £iid, (in fome of the preceeding Letters,) Panr 

nnUus and Gajfendus^ as well as Abramus^ thinks 

they -were formerly coined, in fome Proportion, to 

the Greatnefs of the AJfes they reprefented 5 yet I 

ihdl, in this Place, produce the Arguments I have 

met with in Savofus^ a French Author, and Phy fician, 

as hc' is printed in Latin, in the xi Volume of the 

.RwftWi Antiquities, publifhed by Gr^w&j, -/f». itfpp, 

Fig. irjo. 

This Author malces no mention of the diverfe 
Weights of the Denarii^ nor, it may be^ had any 
Thoughts of this Matter, 'till he comes to B. }. 
A. 6. p. liif) that he hadOccafion to ejcplain that 
^icult Paflage of Pliny ^ concerning the firft Coin- 
ffieof Gold, 62 Years after Silver, tho' feveral Au- 
gers think it fhould rather be i^ 12, than 62 
after Silver. 

Smvotus recites the Words o^ Pliny ^ lib. 53. f . 3 . Au* 
reus mmmus poft annum hXII percufus efi quam Argen- 
teuSj if a ut fcrupulum voleret H. S. vicenis quod ejficit 
h Ubris ratione H. S. qui tunc erant H. S. DGCGC. 
F$fi bac 'placuit XL- M. fignari ex ami Ubris ^ pau" 
kimqy principes imminuere ponduSj imminuijfe Nero, 

I 5 ad XLV. 
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ad XL V. M. hk lecus adeo difficiUs vifus eS B.uda?o^ Ai 
icolae, Portioy Hotomano, Panceroflp, Ma(iawP| 
aacconio, Vilklpando, ScaligOFo, afiyp uf (mm 
dixerini vel olim locum ejffe cor r upturn veJfi Janus (3nh 
ieifr fe eum mt int^Ugere y illi qui loir^vf bunc cmi^ 
turn ep puitaruM eumque emendate conati funi, it^MUt 
^pfifunty non quod eruditione^ mim/ummam. $im 
runty deftituti e£ent \ fed quod ad locum buvc in$0tf»t 
tandum accederent imparati a numfmatum & ponmm 
Jtntiquorum notitia ^ qu(t ft quis inftruStus fit^ fa^UW!^ 
gotioy uf ego quidem puto^ locum hunc intdligat^ ne mhk 
quidem litera mutatione faSa. 

Obfervandum igttur eft ad iujus loci iftierpretafkHKK 
Flinium duo Sefterciorum genera diftinguere% ei$if^ 
primo loco de Sefterciis fui temporis quorum v^iifii w 
kbant fcrupulum auri^ quod nemo auSorum pa§^ ofti 
piemoratorum obfervaviti deinde vero d^ Affiiut ff/ 
ante ipfius atatem in ufu fuerunt^ quod facik coIMtnf 
ex verbis iftis H.S. ^^7/ TUNC ERANT^ qf^ 
rum DCCC%^ibram auri valebant i unde JiqiiifiK 
H. S. Plinio Antiquiores multo ponderatiorei ft^ 
quam eos qui tempore Plinii in ufu erant ^ Jecttpdum ^ 
nim proportionem tilorum qua viginti H. S. infirfMdi0 
Auri computantur^ in tot am Ubramauri impuianai filKf 
f 760 H. S. Shfodadpondus illorum H. S. attinet quorwn 
^00 libram Auri valere aquant^ quin^ue ut^iam^ ii 
jexaginta libram officiunt j Aurum igitur bac propoftim 
argenti quindecies valore excudebat. ^uomam autm 
Zo H. S. quindecim tantum Jcrupulos babet fi Jt.X if 
XV ducantur emerget inde fumma DCCCC. !Zi& 
igitur Seftercius pondere refpondebat milliarijio pofiffi- 
ovum temporum^ quorum V. intidem uncian^ (j? LX, 
libram efficiebant. 

. The import of what Monfieur Sofvot gives us 
ut lai-gc^ is {his, that he intends to expfetLi ^ difif 

fUlt 
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cak Paflage in Pliny^ which has pofed and baffled 
sH the great Scholars that have read it, and that he 
mSi expound it without altering a Word or Sylla- 
bic in it. What Pliny fays is this j that 6z Years 
after the coining of Silver at Romsj they begun 
to cjoin Gold ; and that at fiich a Value, that eve- 

?f Scruple of Gold (of which there arc z88 in a 
ou^) was worth twienty of their prefent H. S. 
currant, at the Time of his Writing. Now the 
true Number of Scruples werc always 288, which 
being multiplied by 10, would amount, in Plinfs 
^ to fytfo, but at that firfl: Coinage of Gold, 
bot mfwer the Value of DCCCC Sefterces^ that 
at his Time in Ufe at Rome > from whence 
he infers^ that the H. S. werc far larger and heavi^ 
er, than they werc in Plinfs Days 5 and yet he 
makes ho mention that they would equal fj6o 
a. S. when Pliny writ, which was j!fnno Ur-- 
his 8«, becaufe every one could do this, that 
woula be at the Pains to multiply i88 Scruples by 
lo^ which would amount to the Number fytfo. 
I have added to, and enlarged, what Monfieur Sa- 
vot has (aid, or would have (aid in the former Part 
rf his Difcourfe ; and then towards the End of it, 
he infersi, that if what is abovefaid be gi-anted, it 
rridently follows, that therc was a great Alteration 
in the Weight of the H. S. between the firft coin- 
ing of Golc^ and thofc in Ufe when Pliny writ, c- 
vcn to that high Degree, that DCCCC then, were 
as heavy as fyfio in his Age. 

H B further coUe&s from what he had did, that 
there being only five of thefc H. S. in an Ounce, 
and fixty in a Pound j the Value of a Pound of 
Gold, rouft be worth, at that Time, i f Pounds of 
Silver, and anfwers to a Milearijio^ coinetl in after 
Times, there being five Pieces of that Sort of Mo- 

I 4 ncy 
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ncy coined ki an Ouncc^ and fixty in the Pounds. 
' I was at the firft pofed to underftand what he mem 
by the Word Milearifio j but upon a little Coofi- 
deration, I found he meant a Sort of Money, cooh 
ed under the Reign of Conftmtine the Greatj of 
which the learned Grofwvious has given us a fuller 
Account in his 4th Book^ de fectmia vet ere. a^. if. 

I took the Pains, upon reading what is above de- 
livered by Savotus to divide the latter 5760 H S. 
by the older poo H. S. and I find the Quotient of 
the latter • Sum will be found fix Times, with a 
Fraction of H^ in the Former j which evidencedi 
what I have in the foregoing Letters affirmed, that 
the latter i/. S. are worth at leaft 2 d. of our Mch 
ney, fince they were the fixth Part, and better, of 
fuch z ff. S. 2S contained more than four Parts of 
an Ounce Troy^ which arc at leaft four Shilling!) 
and fomewhat more than a Penny : Now if acccMr- 
ding to this Reckoning, a Sefierce before the firft 
Punick War, was better than 4 s. Engliih, a Denor 
rius which was always four-times as much, muft 
needs be fixteen Shillings, and as many Ounces as 
Abramus has computed them at, which was 3 Oim- 
ces, and more than I have reckoned that Jfirft De- 
narius in. my firft Letter to Mr. Thoresby^ pa. 12, 
by a compleat Ounce. 

^ T H E*Calculations made hitherto, i^ upon Sup- 
pofition, that Savotus has rightly explaineci the for- 
mer oblcure Place in Pliny-y he now proceeds to 
confirm his Opinion by the Authority of others j 
and by allcdging fome Matters of Fad:, that fecm 
to Countenance and confirm his Interpretation: I 
thus leave him and his Followers to reconcile one 
Part of his Difcourfe with another. 
T H > firft Author he quotes, as agreeable to his 

.Opini- 
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Ojpioion, is Pancerollus (whom I have p 
tot had the Opportunity to confult) ^' ^^^^* 
if whom he fays, that he adjufting the Proportion 
tf SUvcr to Brafs, reputed it to be as i to izo, 
and thinks, that the Raman Denarius had the Weight 
of an Ounce^ when appointed to pals in Pay- 
amts for ten Pound Aps of Brals : Then (peakifag 
in his own Perfon, he fays. He ihall fliew that tl§ 
Weight of a Denarius was afterwards diminifhed 
fiom an whole Ounce, fo that it was at laft reduced 
Id no greater Weight than that of a Drachm^ or eight 
ftnt of an Ounce. And th«i proceeds to prove 
ibot it once weighed an Ounce, or more, as has been 
^rirady laid by me in my Letter to Mr. Thwesby^ 
?^pe 5 T 5 but .becaufe I would not rob him of his 
dne Pi^ilics, I will add, (as englilhed) his own Words, 
And this, fays he, may be gathered from the Pro- 
portion in ancient Tidies betwixt Silver and Brafi, 
ai alio from the Parts a Denarius was divided into, 
ID wit, the Libella^ which was the i oth Part of a 
Denarius^ a Sembella^ which was the 20th, and the 
teruntius which was the 40th Part of it 5 but the 
Denarius could not have been divided into the 40th 
Part, if the whole had not had the entire Weight 
of an Ounce, and weighed ^04 Grains, for fo ma^ 
nj does an ancient Roman Ounce contain {I fuppole 
he Ipcaks of Parifian Grains, which are lighter than 
ours; : The EngUJb reckoning only 480 to a Troy 
Ouncc^ and to the Roman and Avoirdupois 457 f; 
tho' uliially reckoned at 438. Mr. Greaves gives 
oar Grains as above j but the French Grains are 
47Z, or, as he lays, ip Englijh is equal to 36 French 5 
and thai proceeds to tea us, there is no ancient 
Coin, but weighs 1 1 Grains and three fifth Parts 
efjOf Grain more J for the Ancients to avoid often 
iccbining their Money, made it thicker and broad- 



i' 
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cr, fo that there can be found no old Piece lighter 
than 1 1 Grains : And Farro confirms this Opinioo^ 
(who lived to Julius Cafaf's Time), and onlv d£ 
couifes o£ the Mon^ of his own 4ge^ ana givoi 
this Reafon for its that becaufe a JRaman Pcaaf 
was reduced to the 7th Part of an Ounce, fo that 
a TeruufkiSj th^ 40th Part of a Detiier^ would hssm 
been but of the Weight of ^Grains (nilv ^ and&u 
ther adds, tlut PMceroUus gives this as his Reaioi^ 
that xhcDemrs at &t& comd not be of a lefljerBifft 
nefs than that of an* whole Ounces and Sav§f fl& 
teOs us, tluLt the FiSmatus of half an Ounces pm 
ves tibue &n^e Thing. By which it appears, tfaac 
the Changes were made jg;raduall7, ana not all n 
once s but from the halt Ounce to .tihc. 3d Part of 
an Ounce, quoting Farro and Cbarifdus the Gram* 
marian in Proof thereof s which I ihall pals by tt 
pr^nt, and without more than naming Gafeidus^ 

giho ftates the Weight of the if): Denarii at an 
unce alfo) and confider what Matters he produces 
to confirm his Opinions and he does it by quoting 
five (everal Coins, now in France^ for the Confi^ 
mation of his Opinion, I ihall mention them in 
the Order he relates thems Page iii6. 

Dmmnus Fanfenaus^ Lord Abbot of St. &uhaifi5j 
out of his well fumifhed Repofitory of Medals, al- 
lowed me to fee and weigh three of his Silver 
Coins, weighing ^ Denier $^ and fix Grains of French 
Money. 

T w o of thefe Pieces had onthe one Side atwo* 
faced Janus^ ajnd on the other a FiStoria^ with the 
Word R 0Mj4j and therefore fecms to be a Semif 
Jis of a R. Denarius : The xd Coin of the Lord Fm* 
ten^us had on one Side the Head of Rtmie^ on the 
other the Head of an Sbrfe^ and weighed fDemerSj 

and 



and fix Grains ; and the Lord Montaltus^ a great 
Goltedtor of rwe and emiwnt Coios, has likewife 
a Gqin of like Wei\g|ht» wWch in the room of Ror 
mny \m the Figm^e pf % b^grded Mar$ on one Side, 
ana .the Hoad ot g HxHie» with % Sicle^ and a ^^ 
nniK InTcripcioR ^ tl)^ other i from which two 
JVIfsd^ it gpp^in, th^ the ffmam^ at that Time 
(ijiefe ^^re co^n^) had a Silver Denarius equalling 
t^ 4th Fgrt of gn Ounces or that xhcDemers were 
£4}^ fir(H9 th^ 3d to the 4di Part, or, as he ex* 
miei&sit, a^rkftte ad ^fodranfm^Umn^ ttmcdevenif^ 

% 
. HV' pfpsx mattions ibme Authors, that endea- 
YMKr tp prove, that there were ctnce Denarii^ 
wfc^c}i w^ each of the 6th Part of an Ounce ) 
bill: \ pg^ by iSm Point, as not much any Way 
ai^^i^^ to my pre&nt purpofe. 

H?. pt:^eed$9 and lays, SiigHurtan^ p 
9«#f9 fr^katwi a^bmitimus Denarmm Ra- ' 12,19. 



iimi0irw0^ aHqnoMdo qwtuar quhtias partes Uncue cm'- 
timtifij & i^finju JOeuarium wfufra adduSto Plhiii 
h§et ^ofMmuS'i it a ut uMdecim tales J>etMrii Hiram ef" 
ficient^ ex ratiime pt9pextUms wamfeflium foot 60 H. S. 
conficere pondus librae j hi 60 du£li in XV {quam eo tern- 
pUfe jfurum ad arffntum bakebat) frodifcuMt fimmam 

pccec- 

M9THIHKS &KM/1/X, in this Place doth feem 
a li^ to forget himii^, for it was not 4 Denarii^ 
er four Parts of f in an Ounce, that made a De^ 
mnms,^ but a Sefierce of 4^. and zDenarius of 16 s. 
or more. than 5 Ounces of Silv^r^ but I ihall pafs 
thisby, and go on to what he fiirth^ fkys of Gold, 
fn the Terms following. 
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Pritno fcruptdum Auri valmfe eo tempore H. S. XX' 
(five XV perinde eft utrum pmas) turn folum bic bmt 
Plinii, fed etiam numifmata qua bodie reperiuntur fn- 
bant. Supra laudatus daminus Fontenseus pojffidetmmh 
mum Aureum fcrupuli pandus babentem^ vel pauh mh 
nus (fi mmirum fcrupuh dentur XXI Grana^ qmdfih 
ciendum ejfe poftea demmftrabo) in quo eft Humerus vh 
cenarius bis notis XX exprejfis^ ah una parte JiffkOffS 
eft effipe Martis, ab altera reprefentat Aquilam fubjo^ 
Sta infcriptione Roma, qui m^mmus eft natatu. Mgmi 
Dupondius (i. e. ni fallor Du Pinne) in traSfatu fm 
de numifmatibus fol. fo^ niflmememoriafattitj exbibetfi- 
guram nummi Aurei qui Dracbnue antique pondus bih 
bet J (^ eodem fignatus eft cbaragmate quo fcrupuks do- 
mini Fonxcnxi nifi quod loco duorum XX decuffim nih 
prejfos 5 bahet CbaraSeres V (^ X ad indieandumfr^- 
portionem Auri ad Argentum qua erat quinducupla 3 no- 
tis enim his figmficatiir numerus ^ndenarius^ quamvis 
liter a V precedit liter am X. ^uoniam veteres in nu- 
mifmatibus lit eras tranfpofuerunt > nee lit era V unquam 
prapofita^ fuit alteri liters numerali^ ut dt valore eJMS 
aliquid detrdberet ; quamvis liters I (^ X. alHs notif 
numeralibus eum infinem preponi foleant. 

This Paragraph (from pag. 121 8) is only defigo- 
cd to Ihew, that there were Scruples of Gold, mat 
went for 20 SefterceSj or jj. 4^. For a Scruple in 
Silver is but about zd. ob. q. at moft, and n^y 
that, of which there are given two Inftances that 
have the Mark XX fet upon them, and of another 
that has the Mark VX fet upon it, to fignifie that 
fuch a Piece of Gold was XV Times it's worth in 
Silver > with an Anfwcr to what might be objefted 
againft this laft Interpretation of an V before the 
X, fignifying fifteen j bccaufc a lefler Number fet 

bcfixt 
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before a greater, ufually takes fo much oflF from the 
fireater Number % which he fays is true of I and 
X i but is never pradtiied, or applied to the Letter 

V 

; To thefe Pieces of Gold above-mentioned, I 
nwqradd two more, which I find in Monfieur /&rrf- 
win's Notes upon Plifjiy : one of which weighs a 
S<:ruple, and is found in the King of France's Col- 
]e£kion of Medals, and the other three Scruples is 
in the Convent of St. Genave^ having one of them 
ihe Mark of XX upon it, and . the other weighs 
diree Scruples, or 60 H. S. and therefore has the 
Note XV fignifying XV Denarii^ which are of 
the lame Value with (Jo ff. S. ^ 

The firft having the Note of XX upon it, fig- 
nifying fo many H. S. the other XV ngnifying fo 
many Denarii: and is of the fame Worth with LX 

« 

. I N this Page iS^w/ recites the Emcn- p^ 
dations which feveral great Men have • ^ ^* 
attempted to make upon this Difficult Place of P/i- 
ny^ viz, Budaus^ Mariana^ Fortius j Hptomanus^ md 
others ) which he thinks vary fo very much from 
the Copy in Fliny^ that he does not think them 
worthy a Refiitation. 

A F T E R he has done with thePerfons 1^ men- 
tioned, he proceeds thus* 

Fancerollus Ubro i ^ variarum LeSionum Cap. 66 « 
txifiimaP pro H. S. '^^L fcribendum eJeXXV^ idemqy 
cpinatur Aureos non plures XXIV in libra fuijfe^ quam-^ 
vis Plinius eo loco refert Aureos nonquam pauciores ex 
%lu auri libra ftgnatos fuijfe. FratereaLXXV H. S. 
in libra argenti ponitj ut numero hoc duSlo in duodecim 
{quam eo tempore proportionem Auri ad ar^ ^^ ,^^ c. 8. 
IfMum ejfe vuU) fummam DCCCC H. S . 

efficere 
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e£rffT poSi', itm Mtem bae rafione Utravl drffti 
LXXV H. S. /Mr tmirndfe dicit ferupulum AmtH^ 
mc XX\' H.S. {iAmtiwm trikm ScrufuUsfive IXC 
H.S. is fnmjm LXXV l\.S.fecmdum ejusfeM 
tL&m amt^ma Sirmm Argfmij t^ fretium jfuri adA 
gtmram hskt tmimmm duodetifplum^ mfcia auri ^M 
II. S. LXXV, & a* eamkm rationem jfureus^ fli 
Jkamiam bm mMmm Hkkm H. S. LXXV vOi^ 
fmwAa mmiut Mvnr iekbit. Nibihminus idem Vmtx^ 
rollos ii jhlmmcyt tMmiwm fandus triiuity fgmm 
XXIV j/irns UbrM affput^ mmkafparet eum fmfr 

B Y the Length of this Paragraph, and by ti 
filing pTdcatly upon FiJialfaikmSj Jofefh ScaBgtf^ 
and others I pcfcdvc he has here brought in /^^x^r^ 
jks to conittte him } but by his (b doing, lamnow 
fiyil inionncd, that Ss'votus's Interpretation of PU' 
ri^ w;ii5 not lb much his own Invention, as Pana' 
ri\V*i'5 : I hav^ never yet had the Opportunity to 
fee, or confuit, PsmmllMS himfelf^ which I woidd 
have endeavoured to have done, if Savotus had quo- 
ted him any further, than that he was of Opinio^ 
that the tirfl Denarii were of an Ounce weight} 
And tho' I now perceiw otherwife ; yet, in the 
H-ule I drew my (JollecHons out of SavatuSj froA 
a Book borrowcxl Irom Oxford^ I had not Time to 
c\;unine this PalFagc, nor fe much as to underftand 
it, 'till I came now afrefli to tranfcribe it, and more 
leifuirlv confider it ^ I will explain it as well as I 
can for the Benefit of my Reader. 

I T was, it fcems, PanceroIIus's Opinion, that when 
Silver was firft coined at Romey the Sefterces^ and 
conteoucntly the Denarii were of a very great 
^^'^eignt, fo that nine hundred H. S. were equal te 
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r\ of thofe that were coined 3 or 4 Yean be- 
the End of the id Pumck War, or jAmo Vrf. 
jmf. Now divide 5760 bv jxx), the produft will 
as I have afore obferved, tf^, now fix H. g. 
a third Part of a H. S. as thcjr have all along 
hdned a H. S. comes to ltd. Halq>enny, and con- 
Bapiently a Denarius to 4/. 2^/. fhort indeed of a 
11^ Ounce, by near iz d. but of a Roman 0\asct 
above 6d. 
'\t ta9iy not be ungrateful tothofi^ wholikemy 
B^ know litdc of Arithmatick, to %x:pound the 
Matter, how Pancerollus comes to afcribe jf Seftef^ 
tftf to the Pound, - rather thain any other Number, 
i£ being thus ^ He was to find fi> niain^ Sejkrces as 
vrCMdd anfwer to Ae Rate, or the Iroportion of 
Gold to Silver, or iz Times the Value of the om 
to the other > whereas thofe that reckon the Valw 
of Gold to Silver^ as one to fii^eeo, thought bec- 
ter to oitch on filcb a lefi Number of JHlS. that 
vrodld oetter anfwer to that Proportion, as XX 
££ S-. feems to do than XXV . 

But upon Trial, I find that 5J00, divided by 

50, makes one Pourid of Gold, exadbly caual to if 

Poiind of Silver j and the fame poo, oivided by 7f , 

Bakes onePound of Gold exa&ly equal to i z of Silver 3 

But I do not ftand fb much upon my Computation, 

but that I wholly leave it to others to correft my 

Mifbkes, if in this Matter I have fallen into any: 

I fiippofe Pancerollus thought that Gold coiud 

never be cfteemed as i to if of Silver, becaufe 

it appears, that, not long after, the Romans would 

not receive it of the jEoliansj at an higher Value 

than as I to 10 j but if we will befieve Plafo^ 

Gold in his Time was as i to iz, and in Darius's 

as I to 15, and in Conftantinetbe Gr^^'s Time, as x 

to 14 |. 

And 
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And SaviUus tells us. Part. III. ch. 7. p. itM j^ 
that in the Acts of Accompt for Money (or in tkmJ;; 
Exchequer J as theJS/^i{^ ftile it,) Gold paflTd tjbali ^ 

as I to 16. lluDJ; 

Having been fo large in expounding f<KwM|l^^ 
Explication of poo H. S. mentioned by Pfipill^ir 
think it vrill be not out of my Way, to ac(|ukl|,(;|^ 
the Reader, with the Explication Mr. Hitkm^^^ 
gives of this Places becaufe it appears to OQetom!^ ^ 
obfcure and intricate^ but he aiierts it as pl^ttn 
evident. IJlie Words he undertakes to expkdaiS^f, 

thcfes T^ 

^od effeat m Ubras rathne H. S. qui tunc ertf IquI 
Hfol DCCCC. Hardwin de re monetaria. pa. f !<• \^ 
Effedtj inquity bite major Auri ,^fimatio ut i;fiilnilj;j 
Awri Jui^il<^ Rifpubtica btcri faceret Sefiercios m\^ 
ffMfiSj eorumfcUket H. S. qui tunc eranfj hoc <r/^||je 
m {jerbis) DXLVII, quiq^jam ah anno DXXXVQll 
qu^t^ntts jljfiltus fermuiahantur^quod fi nongentoslA*^, 
ejufmedi (nu tuuc ercM lucrata rejpublica eft^ igitur H. S. 1 
MCCCCXL iMcratam effe necejfe efi eorum H. S. J« 1 
frius erant^ hoc. efi qui duobus Ajjibus {^ femijfe ffii- 1 
mabanfur -, continent ur enim hi 1440 in notigentis ilfo, 
iu ut w unus quidem out defit aut Juperet s ^uare qtd 
iiUHc vicenis H. S. vulgaribus Affium fcilicet duonm 
cum (mijji quorum Sefierciorum baberi ratio folet in puh 
vis pretio indicando ut diximus : ^od inquam vicm 
illis H. S. permutstum ejfe dicitur auri fcripulum^ ym* 
denis afttea necejfe eft fuijfe taxatum^ ut in Jingulafcri- 
pula lucrJta rejpublica Jit quinque H. S. in libras quajcri' 
puJa 2.88 continent H.S. 1440, inlibras inquam auri ifffec* 
tij quod in (trariofervabatur^ quodq*^ interdum difirahehat 
advaja opcraquc publica acpri'vata. Nulli dum enim tun 
numrni Aitrei nift fortajfe peregrini turn ab externi. ^me 
apud Livium anno j^^jujferepatres deferri ad Triumviroi 
7nenfarios Aurum Argentum &? £s omne yjedcalatumjci- 

lied 
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nafumque apud exteros^ nempe ut ilUid in helU 
impenderent. 

e infeited this long Paragraph, not bccaufe 
[land it, but becaufe I do not, and fcarce 
any elfe can ; for Monfieur Hardwin feems 
3fe Pliny defigned in this Place to Ihew how 
[le Romans gained by their Gold at the firft 
[ of* it J which I take to be an Opinion falfe 
undlels, idly. If it had been fo, I no Way 
N this Author has made it intelligible 5 for 
)ofes that poo Ounce Jffes would make 
70 Ounce jilffes. Neither after many Tiyals 
meet with this Number of 1440, by any 
ion, 'till by Chance computing how many 
of 2 Pounds and ^ would be found in poo, 
)tient prov'd to be f40 5 which Number 
ined to poo, the Sum happened to be 1440. 
on this, but not as any way fiippofing 'twas 
ly by which the Expofitor came by this 
r 5 but no doubt the Author did look up- 
Expofition as little left than infkUible, by 
:omium he takes to himfelf, in the Para- 
lext following: where he fays. That this 
ad fo wonderfully tormented the Wits of 
Lteft Men, that have Writ De Re Nummartd 
aft Age, and had rendered all their Endea- 
1 vain to this very Day; we have now 
L true and paflable Interpretation of this 
And then goes on to fhew how all others 
ed in it, and recites the Opinions of Glari^ 
^otom^nus^ Budaus^ PanceroUus, FillalpanduSj 
, Snellius^ P&r^iuSy Scaliger^ and at length 
o Savotus^ for whdfc Sake I have mention- 
le Reft y who explains the H. S. that then 
IS near fcven Times heavier than the com- 
aes 3 which Conceit moved, as this Author 

K fays 
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fays, the Laughter of Gromvius very defervcdly, 
and alfo of all Learned Men ever fince. 
I grant indeed that Gromvius was a great 

{)ofer of Savotus's Opinion, but in a civil and 
iging Manner, and by no Means in fuch a 
gree of Latighter, as when he wrote againft^^l 
musj {Hardivin's fellow Jefuit) whom he expofoas jj^ 
much aspofliblej and little better than puts a FooPsF 
Coat on his Back, and weak Arguments in his" 
Mouth, to make him the Dcrifion and Laughing- 
stock to all that fhall read his pleafant Difcouifej 
jainft him, not printed I think in Gronavius's 9v$\ 
/dition, but the 4/e> Edition, p. 6f(J, where Ifop-! 
pofe Monfieur Hardwin m^ct with it, and had n^ 
ver feen or heard of Abramus's two Folio's, tho' 

Erinted at P^m, Anno 1631 j But as I have fidd 
efore, tho' Gronovius has fliewn much Wit in|J 
that Difcourfe, and played upon Abramus every 
where, yet he fcarce touches the main (^cftion at 
all, but leaves his own Opinion as undefended, as 
he has rcnder'd the other's light and ridiculous. 

H A V I N G already acquainted you with four Pcr- 
fons, who agree with me in the Opinion, that the 
Denarii^ at nrft, were of a fer greater Weight than 
Budaus and his Followers afcribe to them. I come 
now in the fifth Place to quote, out of a late Au- 
thor of great Fame and Reputation, fome Paffagcs 
that feem to center in the (ame Opinion, tho' not 
openly owned, orpublicklyprofefledbyhim. The 
Book, is writ by Monfieur Gafp. Eifenfchmid^ a 
Gentleman of Strashurg^ intitled, De ponderibiis 6f 
menfuris difquifitio nova^ publifhed at the fame Place 
MDCCVIII > but never heard of by me, 'till I 
found him highly celebrated by the late Bifliop of 
Bath and fFells^ in his Trcatife upon the fame Sub- 

jcft: 



^^ 
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I will not pretend to contradb him, becaufe 

is a very concife Author,, and has much Matter 

fmafliRoom, Wid is very, well VoitK tdhc jJei- 

of all our young Gentlemen of Quality. I 

Slhall oidy tranfcnbe two ot tKtce Places out of 

^him^ the firft may be met with in his Preface ad 

JLeStorem^ in the Fo^ foltowit^. 

I tjueftidn not but. many People will expert th*t 
> Marks, or t^ge PeiSods-, are Co be fouftd 6n 
te feveral Coins themfelvies,dnlv Ciphers, but thepe- 
fjnjhey willl>e miftaken, for 1 fuppoife Mr. E07i- 
Jchmid's Printer vSed the latter for lack <tf the former- • 

-A N b I think it cdnVementVto let my Readers 
JkiiQW, as well for the fake of Mr. Ei/enfchmicTs 
Volume, as for this of niy (5wn, that thefe Tables 
widch .1 have tranfcribed firbm his Printed Bo6k, 
wlibre the Author had made Xines only, I hive 
caufed the Printer to put Ciphers, (which I 
think to be more. proper) in their room, as for 
Example, Fide Line 4. of the I ft Cohmih of ihe 
TMcofLfkmjfkujtSh iriftead of p — — , 
as. in his Printed. Original, I have caus'd Ciphers 
ta^be^cedj which is the only Altefatioil, orVa- 
riMon that I Save made from -Mr. £ifenfcbmid's * 
Copy. 
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I have tranfcribed thefe Tab Lfc s, not only to 
Ibew the Weight of the jffes at feveral Times j 
but alfo the Weight, and Notes,' or Marks, by 
which one Piece of Brais Money was known . and 
diftinguifhed from another: I never met with'ahy^ 
fuch Tab l, e as this, in all the Books that have yet 
come to my Hand, and' therefore it muft needs be 
very ufefiil to a yoimg Beginner, that flrft lets up- 
on the like Studies. And ffom the greatOiverfity I 
find in all the jfffes^ which may be of more, but at 
leaft of five or nx Kinds ^ and therefore by Confe- 

?uence of five at leaft, before they come to one 
)unce jffes 5 arri after which, Pliny gives an Ac- 
coimt of two or three other Changes > and yet in 

K 5 thh 
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. this Table thgrcrajp non^^ipciitkwqditJb^ we^ 
ed under a fingle. Ounce, or an half Ounce ASzp'.i 
mongft them S 5 as for x\^c^mdruffis here mentioihT 
ed, containing 4r Ouncqs, andjhad tjie cofflplflc- 
Weight of . four; Bounds oJFBfafs; three Oun^cesli- 
ing.^cayed 1w Ruft, or. ^^me odi^~Accidait$ aad 
it is almofl: a w^ondcr, tl^at in above zooo ¥eaiS| 
it was no more wafted'th^this.comes.to^, Sod;^ 
I think we hardly need ai)iy other Argument, tbn 
the Sight of this Table^ to prove, thaJt the JJfti J 
did not at one leapy as Pliny writes, fell, firomsaj 
Pound Weight to that of two-Ounces o^y> ig| 
has been fhewed before by the Stips unciaUs mentH \ 

' oned in feveral Places in iny two Letters to 
Mr. "Thfiresby, ' 

The follQtwinfl; Quotation^ out of ^r.Eifinfiih 
mid J were finifhed by me about the Mjddk of--A&- 
vember laft, but by fomei Accident or other were 
wholly loft, and not either to be foimd here or at 
^eweaftle^ and therefore I am forced to reqew them 
a frelh > and being jn hafte, the Prefs ftaying for 
them, I have not f Time to read that Book ovpr.a* 

fiin, but muft cp|il:cnt my . felf with viewi9g.thc 
tter Part of it, whiqh poffibly may- makje. the- 
Curious more defirpus to p^iife then wnol^ whicb 
will be very well worth their EwJs axid Labour. 

The firft Phqe I hayc yj?t mfst with, thait iJ 
worth more than ; ordinary Oofervation, and which 
li know not whether I ever yet took precife No- 
tice of it before, may htjami^ Pag. iztf,: where 
he. informs us. That- where ever any Number^ «?. 
ther of Sefierces^ or Demersyhsd a Line or Stxokt^ 
drawn over the Top of thcm^. that Stroke figoifi- 

S^ tj)4p pbe ,NuB^er, w^;,fo..b? nodcrftood. of fo 

many 
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I have tranfcribed thefe Tab Lfc s, hot only to 
fliew the Weight of the ^j at feveral Times j 
but alfo the Weight, and Notes, or Marks, by 
which one Piece of Brais Money was known and 
diftinguifhed from another : I never met with my 
fuch Tab l, e as this, in all the Books that have yet 
come to my Hand, and' therefore it muft needs be 
very ufefiil to a yoimg Beginner, that flrft fets up- 
on the like Studies. And ffom the greatDiverfity I 
find in all the Jfffes^ which may be of more, but at 
leaft of five or nx Kinds ^ aiKl therefore by Confe- 

?uence of five at leaft, before they come to one 
)unce Affes 5 and after which, Pliny gives an Ac- 
coimt of two or three other Changes > and yet in 

K 5 ^ thk 
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Places and tlie fame is delineated by MoUmt^ out 
of the Library of St. Genecievey Pa. f tf, which fe^ 
Ih'les a double 2)r«inir J : Ajo^SavGt^ nocoiily 
manv fuch Denier s amoo^ his Friends, bat one aSa] 
in his o^m Cabinet, ofimdoubted Antiqui^ tA 
elegant Workmanship, made by the Haad m fome 
Grfiri Artificer, and is ftill intiie, and of the Wdght 
of 1 14 /'fim Grains : Befides the Letters do not i&d 
out, as in other Coins, but are hdlow and madeby 
Percuilion, and the Figure A, fomethimg open at die' 
Top of it, which is a S^;n of it's vaft Anliqiiityzj 
The (rime Savot had feen other Moneys of the;' 
We?ghr, with the Image of a Horfe, or the Nt_^ 
of tkit Beafl, and with the Inlcripti<Hi ROMAN0|i 
with the like Pidures as msv be found in Gobim 
Gr^rh magna^ Tabula XVlfl. Grmuvims oppofai 
this Opinion of Savotj in his Book of SefterteSj £)• 
2. cap. I. and l:i, 3. cap. p. for which he brii^not 
one Argument 5 nmt nno attato arpimemo "( •^ 1 have' 
« ren:er-d the Efiglifa Word for Woid with the 
" LaUTi^ tho' no doubt Mr. Efjht/fbmul meant, ml 
" ci,r^ b-^7 VI zny Arguments^ but I think the contra- 
" rv;; *' and then concludes with thefe Words, 
an cvTv c:nf:d.it aUi viderinty nejiram emm tmmfachm 
ccnt^/vt^jl :i?n 5 (which may be engliihed thus) trif^ 
tber Grono^ius has cmtfsted Savot, ttr mtj let ofbers 
y* '5 '5 /^ ^ /«iVa/ mt to make this mj awm CMn- 

These lafb Words of Mr. Eifa^dnrnd imply 




ot-TTT, as Sjf^ot had-becn^ if not by Gmmnus^ yet 
by lurd-mi^.y who endeavoured to explode his Opi- 
vioT^ iad render it rcdicuiouss but I think that 
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are more rediculons PolTages in Hdrdwin*, than any 
Man could expeft to have met with in fo learned 
ST.; smd eminent an Author. 

t>. In Page 1^6. Mr. Eijenfcbmid com^zxcs the ^^- 

'• . man Money with the Modern, part ot which Page 

I do not well underftand, becaufc it relates to ir«!^^ 

Money j but plainly ftates the Denarii Confulares at 

-right French Shillings, and ne^ an eighth part more, 

wnich I think in our Money is 8 ^. I ; aod fiirthcr 

tells us, this does nearly agree with Mr. Hardwin^s 

\ Valuation alfo, faying, Prahit nobis in hoc valore 

I'ftatuendo R. P. Harduinus Soc. Jefu in doSliffimis ad 

' . Plinium. mtis pajfim. 

Hunc ipfum veteris pecuniae Romans afti- p 
inanda moduntj etiam ifti temporij quo AJfes ' ' '^ 
adbuc libraks erant^ applicare omneSj quicunque haHe^ 
nus de hacre fcripferunt etiam vefujii*, and a little af- 
ter giving fome feeming Countenance to fuch as 
•were of that Opinion, he goes on and fays, Page 
1 58. jit vero Sciendum eft Romanes tunc temporis are 
quiiem fie fatis abundajfe^ non item argento^ quod non 
ptinus ac ipfum aurum^ gemmarum loco habebatur. Mi" 
fiime itaque mirare debemus immane argentipretiumfupra 
ipj, cum iftudad ujkm pecuniae flari prima capit -, Jeptima 
enim uncia argenti portio (fi quidem e tali pondere De- 
narius primum fuerit ) decern aris libris aquabatur^ id 
efiy una argenti pars 840 partibus oris. Unde nemo ni- 
fi plane iniquus cenfor negare poterit^ pecuniae hujufmodi 
afiimatignem ex are non argento ejfe inftituendam ', maxi- 
meque hie valere debet de eodem argento quod Aufo- 
nius de auro pradicat. 
' Aiiro magnus honos auri pretium tamen eft ^s. 

Seme non poffunt non ridendos fe fiftere qui aliter de 
bdc re ftatuunt. 

I N this laft Paragraph, Mr. Eifenfcbmid for fear 
iof Mr. Savofs F^te, ieems all along to mix Irony 

and f 
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and Truth together, and complies with a felfe Opi- 
nion of others, to gain a fairer Entrance for nis < 
own, for what he tocvos to allow in one Sentence^ j 
he endeavours to overthrow in another, as will be ! 
evident from what went before, and now followy 
after, for there he fecms to allow that the 7th Pat 
of an Ounce of Silver was worth 840 Parts oT 
Brafs^ biit with this Provifb, that this was the full 
Weight of zDenariuSj at it's firft Coinage. Then 
he faj^s.thus, '^ Brafs was to give the Rate to Sil- r 
** ver^ and he muft be laugh'd at that denies it 5 " • 1 
then goes on in thefoUowmg Manner. 

Denarium fciticet communiter cmparant cuih RegpJi 
Hifianieo^ feu Julio Ifalicoj adeoque decimam ejus par' 
temfcUic^t A Jem Ithrdtern cum Bajacco. BimumfaSluM ! 
aquiparare Affem libraleinveterem cum nummulo novelh 
ejufdem metallic qui vix decimam fextam alterius par^ 
tern in pondere habet ; quafi veto poft tot exhauftos fHonr 
teSj toties rarius hodie JEs exifierety quam oUm primis pofi 
Romam conditam feculis fuerat. Certe qui tunc centum 
fnillia aris pojfedit^ tot idem libras aris pojjidety unde 
baud aliter ipfius diviiia funt aftimanda quam ex a fit' 
VMtione aris. Sed fi vel maxime Ms pro norma pecu* 
nia ponere velimus^ difficult as ohoritur in ajjignando vero 
ejusprecio j comodiffima tamen mihi videtur via^ fi cUteth 
damus ad tempora^ quibus Ronue AJfes femiunciales faSi 
fiint 5 eorumque fedecim uno Denariopermutati. Hinc enim 
difcimuSj fi fedecim Semuntia feu uncia oSo aris vaknt 
oilofolidosTuronicos^ duodecimuncide feulibram ihtegramj 
idefi^ ipfum AJfem aris gravis J duodecimfolidosTuronicos 
valeturam. Ad hodiernam aris pretium proxime hac ac- 
cedunt^ faltem in nofiris regionibus > Ne vero quis exifti- 
mat^ nimium fieri h nobis^ adducamus iterum prinue 
claffis cenfum h Servio Tullio infiitutum^ nempe cen- 
tum millia jEris^ quod efficit 60000 libras Turonicas 
nofiro calculo^ fed aliorum 4000 tantum. Hie exclama- 

bunt 
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Irmt. nonnuUiy tantam fummam nulli civium Romanorum 

tUBc tempms quadrare. At (ecus onmino apparet^ cum 

' (^ mulM famlise illufires atque potentes Roma tunc r^- 

'' fmtwtwr^ aUeque fidrinde ex circumje^s populisy imo 

(S^reofitiSy opikus 'vakms^ illuc mgrarent^ quod ex bi" 

ftwitki mf^^grave. erit menfirare. ^in potius dbje£le nt" 

m$diprtefUi(^RtmafMJudicarecenfendifunty qui fum-^ 

19MS pidvati cms divitlm non ultra 4000 Ubras Turofii^ 

ias fe extendijfi ajferunt. 

I N the fore-going Words, this Author plainly 

' difcovets his Opinion fully to agree with my own 

- Hypotbefis^ pleaded for m the foregoing Letters > 

yet as if he- durft not boldly own, or ftand by it, 

for Fear of being laughed at by the Gromviij and 

Msmdainij he draws back a little, and fences him- 

fel£ with the following Words. Sed de bis fuum cut" 

Ubet judicium lUferum efto, nobis propofuijfe fufficiat. 

The Engliih of this Latin is this. But of this let 

every Matfs Judgnent be free^ it is fufficient for me 

' to have propojed it. 

This Faint-hartednefi, or Timoroufaels, in Mr. 
Eijen/cbmid*s owning and avouching his own Opini- 
oo^ was I 'fuppofc the Reafon why the late Biihop 
of-Batbzad frells who commends him Pag. 18. as 
a- very learned and curious Author, takes no No- 
tice of it at all in his whole Book, 

A<N D thb' I can never fufficiently admire Mr. Ei- 
fenfcbmid's exa£k Jud^ent, and vaft Knowledge in 
the Mathematicks, yet I cannot but think it an 
Inlbmcc of my Kindncfs to him to obferve k Miftake 
or two, andcorre£fc it, for the Benefit of his Rea- 
ders, or even himfelf aUb, when he reprints his Book, 
or ai^ other Friend for him j for certain it is, an 
Injury to any Man's Reputation, to have an Error 
propagated in the World!, for want of a t>erfe£t Col- 
fcftion of thcJErr^/^S as I find, by fad Experience, 

that 
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was recommended to me by a Perfon of great Ho- 
. nour, who had heard of my Letters De He Nwth 
ntariaj then in the fVefe. And betOj^ u^rdibd thtt 
there was a fecond Edition cf it in die Ibaik^ 
a Relation of mine, then in JjmAm : t ^mptovel 
my Nephew to borrow itj .wlio hy fdtte ttodfttt 
or othex, was fruftrated of his liopesi ttd Ibr^ 
I could ndt wait loi^eer for it, vedtoied, ip^i&NK: 
my Order, to purchafe it *for me, at 30 Jr. i?1ficc, 
the Value of it daily encreafing 5 and which came 
not to my Hands 'till after the Beginning of Cbrift- 
mafs. Upon hearing the great V ogue it was m 
all over England^ and infpe&ing fome few Pages in 
it, I prefently decerned, that all my Letters, and 
the Opinion I maintained in them,, would either 
not be read at all, or condemned for the new Hy- 
pothofis I advanced in theni, and this for two 
Reafons. i^/r/?, Becaufe my Notion had been for- 
merly reje6ted by thofe emment Criticks Gromvius 
and HardwMs. Secondly^ Becaufe Dr. jtr^ufbnct^ 
both in his Book and Tables, had given a leflcr 
Accoxmt of the Value of the Roman fjenariusj than 
I had done in my Letters 5 which two Conficfcra- 
tions would rendler them defpicable and unfaleable^ 
fo that I found it abfolutely Neceflary to fupprefi 
them, or elfe, as well as I could, to indeavour to 
lupport and vindicate them. And yet fince I could 
not do this without diflenting from, and entering 
the Lifts with, an old Acquaintance, and familiar; 
Collegiate for fome Montns^ or rather Years in 
University College in Oxford: And whoJb / 
thought had endeavoured to oblige me, by undef^ 
taking to anfwer fome Quaeres fent to Eh-. £aU^ 
man^ now deceafed, as I have given Notice at the 
£nd of that Letter, now pubUmcd* 

But 
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B u T a little before I fent it to the Preft, I or- 
der'd my Nephew to wait upon the Do£bor, and 
prefent him with my A N N A L S j but my Ne- 
phew taking the Peifon iatended, to be a Doctor 
of Divinity, could hear of no fuch Pei-fonj but 
after a confidcrable Stay, he difcovered his Mi- 
ilake, and going to enquire after the Doftor at his 
Houfe, he heard he was at the Bath, and errone- 
oufly, as I fuppofe, mentioned my Letter as writ 
to him, which the Doftor faid he never received, 
for it was directed indeed to another Perfon j which 
Letter, as appears by it's Date, was writ above 
iixteen Years ago: Wherefore now finding, thac 
his Book was pubhfhed near twenty Years ago, I 
take it for granted, that he had thoughts of it 
before my Letter was writ to Dr. Bateman, and 
therefore more readily engaged to write an Anfwer 
to it, which if he had readily lent to me, I Jhould 
have acquainted him both with my Hypoihefis, 
and likcwife with my Eftimate of the Roman De~ 
nanus ; and by that Means, the one or the other 
of us would have altered our Sentiments, and He 
his Book and Tables j and, by that Means, fent 
them out more correft than I conceive them now 
to be : But becaufc it is now too late to bring 
I Time back again, and that one of us muft needs 
p in the Wrong i I hope He is fo great a Lover 
,f Truth, as to be wiUing to embrace it wherever 
E may be difcovered to him ; and to aflift him in 
'c Search of it, I will give an Accoimc of what 
t.ave met with in any of the Books I have read, 
J Itektion to the Value cither of the Se^erces, or 
Benarii^ which wholly depend on the fame Hy- 
pthefis's, fo as the Knowledge of one, muft needs 
tip forwai'd and illuibacc the Difcovcry of 
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I N doing this, I can receive no great help from 
Budaeusj jlgricola^ HotamamSj CoverruviaSj FiUd- 

fandus^ 8tc. •--= and moft other fbrdgil 

Writers 5 becaufe I do not iinderftand their Mean; 
ing in giving the Worth or Weight of Roma 
Money, in Terms proper to their feveral Natioosi 
whofe Language I no way pretend to be knowing 
of, nor have any Friends or Acquaintance here wlia 
are able to explain them to me : And therefbie I 
ihall confine my felf to our Englifi Authors, and 
in order to this, I firft made enouiry after Biihop 
TonftaFs Book, a Man of great Note in Harry the 
8th's Time, for his Knowledge in Mathcmaticki 
and publiihing his ^rithmetick m Latin i at theEol 
of which he had given an Account of EngUJb Mo* 
ney, and that, as I was informed, in Relation to 
the Romany but the Book was grown ib fcaro^ 
that it could not be had at London. Upon this I 
rcquefted Bifhop Burnet to borrow it for me of 
Dr.More^ then Bifhop o£ Ely, but he was at that 
Time fo engaged, as I take it, in vifiting or de- 
termining fome Difputes at Trinity Colleger 
Cambridge^ that he could not have Time or Leaiiiit 
to feek for it : And Bifliop Burnet fent me Word, 
that the other Bifliop had iiich an Ocean of Bo^ 
that he was not Privy to his own Wealth which be 
poflefled in this Kind : But he added, of himfii^ 
that it was a Pity, that any that would ufe Boob 
ihould want them : And therefore told me, that 
what I defired, let me fend to Mr. Churchill^ and 
as far as Five Pounds went, his Lordfliip would 
pay for them. This indeed was a very genenxis 
Offer 5 but I declined it, by acquainting; his LcMd- 
fhip, that I was not in fo low a Condirion, but 
that there were very many on whom his Charity 
might be better placed > but that if he would Honoor 

my 
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my Study with the HISTORY of the Refor- 
mation^ (at that Time juft fwelled into three Vo- 
lumes) 1 would thankjfiiily accept of them ^ which 
fliortly after I received from the Hands of his Ex- 
Dcuton 

But fiaving thus owned the Bifliop's Generofi- 
br* I muft next inform my Reader what Occafion 
I have now to make fome Complaints of hard U- 
fiiage > partly to my felf^ but mfinitely more to- 
ward Dr. Henry Wharton^ and that after his deceafir 
aHb J the Matter of Fa£t lies in this Order : After 
jffil. Fiarmer had publifhed his Specimen of Err our s^ to 
be fotmd in the feifhop's Hiftory of the Reformation ^ 
diere wasaPerfonthat frequented the Coffee-houfe, 
where we met dailjr, in Oxon^ and who afterwards 
became a Prelate m Ireland^ that was continually 
running down that H i s t o r y, for the Salce of 
the Errours difcovered in it \ many of which arc 
not very material, and might in fo large a Work 
have boMi eafily pardoned : And in order to obtain 
(uch a Pardon, I acquainted his Lordfhip with 
fome more confiderable Errata\ to be found in 
thefirft Volume of the ANGLIA SACRA\ out of 
which I had di-awn up as many Miftakes as I could 
poffibly meet with, and had aifcantod upon them, 
as far as* I was able, in the fame Method A. Hear'- 
mer had drawn up his, and without acquainting the 
Biihop who was the Author, .fent them up to his 
Lordmip, with Licence, if he thought fitting, to 

rint them. But when the CoUeftion was made, 
had prefixed, firft a Letter to his Lordfhip, and 
next an Epiftle to the Reader : In the Former it 
was but fitting to compliment his Lordfhip j but 
the Latter' was altogether as ferge in Commenda- 
tion of Dr. ^i&^ffo»'s Skill, Dingence, andFaith- 
fuUneflf in. viewing an^ examining^ the Records of 
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our Englifo Church Hiftory . The dif^ft that this 
kft gave his Lordfhip, obliged 5 him to ftifle 
the whole Traftj but yet he was pleafed to Ihew 
Part of it to many, by way as I fuppofe in cxcufe 
or anfwer for his own Miftakes ; But aSfl take it 
after the Doffcor's Deceafe, he made it an OcoiffaQ 
of fouly be-fpattering him, as a Man of no Credit^ 
and all he had writ m that Specimen, was fit 
to go for nothing j which Practice of his LcMxUbip, 
after I came to read both in the Preface and Jiitf^ 
duSion to his Lordfliip's third Volume, I waf ir 
mazed at his Injuftice both, to the Living and the 
Dead. For I had acquainted his Lordlhip, that 
the Faults were none ot Dr. Jf^sdrton^s own maki!^ 
who had never feen the Manufcript it felf^ Jbut on- 
ly fome Exfcript of it writ by fome raw and iDuB- 
jate Perfon, employed by fome of his Oxford FneDik 
to fend him a Copy of it. There is indeed one 
Thing the Bifliop t^es Notice of, as an Iqfertion 
of the Dodor's to make the firft-Line intelligible; 
I have not my own Manufcript by me, but this I 
very well remember, that the Errours moft infiflcd 
on, are all in the Statutes made by Bifhop HaffieUy 
Founder of Durham College, which being in- 
ferted into the middle of a larger Manufcript h^ 
in the Binding, the Top of part of it cut of^ and • 
part of the Letters of the firft Line took awayj 
And therefore the Biihop fays, that tho' j:he Con- 
tra6tion of Capitulum might oe miftaken, and read 
Eflam £5? Catholicde^ for Cathdralis^ that it was, as 
one may fay crimen falji to add Com;^tus, Now in 
this his Lordihip is miftaken, for I fuppofe Dr. 
Wharton might poifibly take Caflum for Com^entuSj 
for according to. the trucRd^ing the Statutes, af- 
ter omnibus J &c, is thus to be read, Nos p^or^ (j 
Capitulum Ecckfia Cathedralis Dumlm. 
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I once threatxied my Lord Bifhop's Son, that I 
,hi Thoughts of publifliing this, and fome other 
Its tHc Biihop had ufed to avoid, the Difcove* 
of fbme other Errata communicated to him 
Ky cither Hands s but I forbore doing fo, leaft I 
U0iild leem ungrateful for the Kindneflfe, done and 
offered to me. 

A K D contenting my felf in having thus fufEci- 
endy vindicated Dr. ff^harton'i Integrity ; I fhdl 
jmi lay no more of that Biihop, hut permit his 
Aihcs to reft in Peace and Quietnefs : And return 
i^gain to my former Subjefb, . and give fome Ac- 
count of thofe of our Nation that have writ any 
Thing concerning the Worth of Roman Money. 
. And the firft, as I faid before, that have ex- 
pitfly treated of our Coin, I take to be Bifhop 
Sm/lalj in his Book De Arithmetical which I bought 
91 laft out of Dr. Finnefs Library y but when it 
came to my Hand, tho' in the Beginning of the 
BJencbus Capitunf^ of his four Books, he adds an 
Appendix, Ex GuUelmi Budai de AJfe excerpta^ in 
ffa frifca Latinorum (^ Gr^orum fupputatio ad jE- 
Pmationem pecunia turn Gallica^ turn Anglic^e revoca^ 
tUTj Pag. 433. But when I c^me to confult that 
Pige^ at the* End of the Book, I found by the 
icmaining Stumps of the Paper, to my furprize 
tnd dilappointment, ( but I believe it came fo into 
the laft Owner's Pofleflion) that the Book was 
imperfeft : And now fear that it is become fo^great 
aRarity, that it will hardly be met with at Home, 
except in fome publick Library j which I doubt 
not, but if it could, would give a great Light, 
both into the Englijb and French Coins that were 
then in Ufe in either Nation. 

Next after Bifhop "Tonftal^ I examined what 
Account Bifhop Cooper gave of the Roman Denari- 
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us in his Di^tionaiy, (the Name Sefiertms nofc be* 
ing to be met with there) of which no more^ot 
&id of the 'Demriij than barely what he had faont . 
rowol (romJfficf^i that theywereof thxceS0l% 
Some o£6j fomc of 7, and fome of 8 iatfac QnDfii^ 
and the kft of thefe of theVahie of aGmtt^wlKO 
eight Groats went to the whole Ounce* .^ 

After him I muft ^uote fbomas Tlnmtlm^ 
his Ath Ectition in 8vo. printed ifpz, who.tho! ho 
"OKB of the Sefiercesj yet defceiKb not t^othor 
'aiue, but gives diat of the Denarius at ri^ 
Pence En^ifi. 

Sir Bmy Savile here foBo ws in Osder^ vki 
tranflated Tackus into EffU/bj and made Jbme N«o 
upon him ^ but I have not that Tranflation iijr 
me, and therefore muft borrow the Accxxuft tf 
him from Grmtovius^ tho* his Tatitus was. puUradl 
in Folio, in the Year ifSi: That Author^ ifc 
;. cap. 1. p. izo. acknowledges Sir Henry to bet 
celebrated Critick, and g^ves this Encomium tf 
him, that he was Fhr cmUtkne & ammo epxdbK 
and bemoans, that for one Man's b^d u& of Qtti- 
cifin, he ihould defpife it in fi;pneral. And afi)e^ 
wards lilf. 3. cap. 6. pa. if7, he ^eaks of the V^ 
lue of EngKJb Sterln^ Money, compared with tk 
RtnnaUj Hujujmodi Sterlingcrum libros, 0SO cetf/USf 
villus fmjfe Romanarum miUe nummum ; ThcMnas Tbi^ 
mafius addlt mbilem^ fivefex Sbilllngos^ Penmnges A 
TheFormer of thefe two comes not up to my lec- 
koning of a Sefterce at td. but the latter exai^> 
grees with it, when theFraftion bdonginj; to.ttK 
caft away, as will appear IhorUy hercaftcrrBiit ffi?- 
wvius §oes on, and tells us, that a prefent Ea0 
Pound IS but a Triensy or third Part of an anont 
EngUJh Pound, or of an ancient or prefent Rmui 
Pound : Tho' this is not agreeable to what I hare 
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computed a Roman Pound at in fome of my* fbrc- 

gii^ Letters, for I compute by an Averdupois 
mce of 438 Grains, but Gronovius by a Troy 
Ounce of 480 Grains 5 for if we reckon as he, and 
taiany others do, by a Troy Pound, and divide a 
Tr^y Ounce into feven Parts, each D.enarius would 
amount to little lefe than nine Pence of our Mo- 
ney, 

The next, in order of Time, that I have by me. 
Is ^ Difcourfe De Re NummariOy writ l>y Edward 
Brerewoody Aftronomy Profeflbr at Grejbam C o l- 
fcB G£, and pubiiihed by his Nephew in 410 A^* 
161 4 3 but it being a pofthumous Book, he (cems 
Wit^ to nie, to be every where Confonant to him- 
fclf : For in his ip Page he fays, a Drachma was 
the eighth Part of an Ount ?, and of equal Worth 
with a Roman Denarius^ and in the Margent lets 
yd.ob. as it's Value 5 but lays, that a Staterj or 
Tttradracbmum^ is four Drachms of XXX Pen^c, 
which I take to be a great Lefiening of the Greek 
, Cxnns : Th^i Page 94, he quotes all th6 Authors 
chat &y there were 84 Denarios ex una Argenti libra 
€iifosy valuit proinde vetus ilk Denarius 8 d. ob. c. cum 
.\c. ( I do not well underftand what he Means by 
rim T ^- nor what others by their j" q. ) But after 
f. 3f. he computes the new Denarii under Claudius 
diq fetn'peror, at jd. ob. the ^narius at 5 d. ob.q''^ 
and the Sefterces at i d. ob. q^ q, I have heard this 
Book muchcommended for the Account it gives 
of the Hebrew Money, and the Sums given and 
coliefked toward the Building of the Temple at 
Jerufakm. 

I have not here either Rider ^ or GoJdmarC^ Di- 
Aionary, to confiilt what they fay on this Subjeft, 
neither do I thhik them much to be redded \ but 
Holyoke\ printed A^* i(577> with Dx.BarloWy Bi- 
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fliop of Lincoln% Recommendation before it, is OA 
much to be relied on > for explaining the JDenarm 
in Englijb^ what he favs, is chiefly borrowed fixwi 
. J^icola\ And then afterwards in Latin he tells^ 
that the ancient Denarius was worthai)r^&«wain 
a Half, or twelve Pence Sterlingj the Lighter 7 1 
and the middle Sort eight Pence. He has likewiTc 
a large Account of all Sorts of Weights and Ma- 
fures moftly, as I think taken from A^ricoU^ at 
the End of his Boo^ and a long Argument ill Ap- 
probation that there ought no Difference to Be 
made betwixt Seftertius fmgular, and Seftercia oh- 
ralv but this is fo exploded and confuted by oUien 
before his Time, that it makes me Thmk dut 
Holyoke is not much to be relied on in any Thin^ 
in which he differs from' other Authois. As to 
what he fpeaks of Groats of eight in an Oonoe^ 
the Word Groaf^ I think, is borrowed from de 
French^ and fignifies no more than fomethii^ 

treat and bigger than Ordinary. As I take it, die 
rft Groats^ each of four Penny Weight, were 
■' coined by Edward the 3d. before he leflened his 
Coin, and then muft amwer, or be* of the fame 
Weight, with izd, of our prefent Money. 

When in the zjxh Edward the third, a Pound 
was coined into if s. taking away a f th from die 
former Groat ^ there would remain fomething bettet 
than ^d. oh, 

p //". f . a Pound was coined into 30 s. and ^c 
away a 6th Part from ^d. oh. there will remain 
to tne Groat about 7^. oh. q^- 

f Ed,/^.. a Pourid was coined into 37 x. 6d. take 
away therefore almoft a 4th Part o£ ltd. or a 4th 
Part 7 d. oh. there feems to remain liear 6 d. oh. f* 

1/7.8. who coined 4f j. out of a Pound, andtaic 
away a 4th Part from 6 d. oh. f** there wiU rcmaifl 
about 4^. f^* . ■ I 
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I take it for granted that thefc Computations 

«p mot altogedier Right, but be that as it will, it 

ji almoft certain, that in Henry the eighth's Time, 

before he enonnoufly corrupted the Silver, with a 

fift Allay of Brafs, leight Groats were coined out 

of a Pound : Now divide 480 Grains, contained in 

a fhrjF ^Pptmd, or 60 d. of our Money, an eight 

Put of eith^ of thefe would arife to fix Times 60 

Grains, . which would each make 7 d. half Penny 

of our Money, which our Fore-fathers, vhoui Henry 

die eighth's Time, reckoned equal to a Roman De^ 

mriuSy of which I believe I fliall fpcak fome what 

more hereafter. 

And thus much concerning the Worth of 'the 
Ewgjijb Groat J at which the Denarius was compu- 
ted j but what is here faid, is but a fudden Eflay," 
and muft be re6bified, otherwife it will make ra- 
ther againft my Hypothefis than for it, becaufe I 
had it. not in my Mind that there are now if Mo- 
dem Groats in an Ounce, and fomethlng better. 

28 Ed. J. an Ounce of Silvefwas coined into to l d. 
inthezo Yearof £/;/. 3. into zz^d. in his 27th into 
2f //. sH.f. into 30^. I H. 6. into 37t^. 4 H 6. 
into 30^. z^H:6. xod, f Ed. 4. into ^7 Id. 49 of 
H 6. being reftored to the Crown 1470^ at 37 4-, 
which continued all the Reigns of JE^. 4. ^/r. 3. and 
jKthcTth. iH9.zt4fd. 34//; 8. at 48 ^/; ^Ed.6. 
at 72. 6 Ed. 6. at 60 d. or f s. and an Ounce fo coi- 
nal 'till the 43d o£ Eliz. at fs. zd. or 6zd. and fo 
ever fince to this Day. 

Wh a t in Englijb is called a Groat^ is in French 
I believe called a Grofs^ or great Piece. JVIr. Eifen- 
fibmidj pa. 3d. fays, a French Ounce contained 8 
Groffis^ a Grofs 3 Denier s^ ^Denier 24 Grains," and 
confcquently the whole Ounce f76 Grains. Had 
I took Notice 'of this at firft, and not difpair'd, as 

L 4 I did 
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i did, of underftanding the ¥remb reckomng, I 
might have OHnprehended more of the Authors I 
^ve r^, then now I do* or if Mr. Eifenfcbtmi 
had premiitti this at the Erud of his Preface, where 
he gives an Account of the feveral Sorts of Affts, 
by their Ounces, Grofes^ and Grains Weighty 1 
ihoijd have taken more Notice of what I readj 
but being at firft non-plufled, I took lets Notice 
of what! foupd in his Book afterwards, and wluch 
I did not di(covcr 'till theTime of this my prefcnt 
Writing. 

D R. Ijftktott^ who publifl^ecl his Diftionary a- 
bout. the fame Tune that Holyoke did, inwrintts 
the RBtmn PeMorias very doubtfully, and indifcri- 
■minately teilftus, it was of the Value of 8rf. or7i. 
■£«/!/». . 

I ihall hoc alfo add what I find in Sir Hmy 
SpelmaH\ Gkjfary, who under the Word Denarius^ 
(quoting Fortifcue, fometime Chancellor to King 
Hemy the 6th, out of his Book De Laudihus Legm 
Anglia^ Cap. yjO has thefe Words, ^atuor fe- 
lUi reddittts (P/a-ifieitJes) jai de pecuma noflra {Jn- 
gHcam ) fffife Denarios noH excedutu. This I think 
fljews that ftt that Time forty eight of Frow^ Pence 
were only Worth eight of ours > but Mr. Hard- 
en feems to me to give the Value of a Ranm 
Demrius at 8 SoHds their Money, and ^ I. ,of thou 
make 8 /.of ours and fo I guefs the Accounts aierec- 
koned at this prefent Time. Sir Heur'y himlelf a^ 
Hodiirms nofterDemrm Scoticum foHdum tequipm'ai: 
Jmi^utss igitur tril/Hs potior. N^m cum hothe fmji 
filidi eoque fupra pa- uiia argenti uncin cudantur, hoc 4 
ftjtra 6o Denarios Tantundem dim argenti vigentifebm- 
if$edo exbibuit. Ihavc mentioned this rather to divert 
my Reader, than to dj-aw apy Arguments from it. 
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The next of our Latin Authors, that many 
yfrSt think fliould have been quoted, is Mr. Seldenj 
%, Book being printed under his Name, by Mofis 
Pitt 3 but it is a mean and flajgrant Forgery, and 
^•jeteided to be dedicated to Sir SifHon Dewes : But 

after found it in one of the Volumes of Antiaui- 
ty, pubhfhcd by Grevius^ but my Memory tails 
mc lb, that I nave forgot the learned Author's 
Name^ but think he was an Italian. 

T It E laft of our Latin Writers, and one much ad- 
mired and quoted by Foreigners, is Edfuardi Bernardi 
it men/uris & fonderibus antiquis libri treSj 8vo. edifio 
t^truOxon. i TTfeatra, 1688; but the firft Edirion is 
in 1 tf 8 f. I here mentioned the Date of the i ft Edi- 
^jtm fix)m the Epiftle Dedicatory, which Date when 
wanting, none can know in the following Editions 
at what Time a Book was firft publifli'd. Thi$ 
Gentleman in his Account of the Denarius is fome* 
timte various $ for in Pag. 104, he makes the De- 
mirius better than our eight Pence, viz. % i d-y but 
in the next Page after it, he fays, the Denarius ctm- 
Ikuniinr £^ eximie confularis poltet 7 iob. c, fecuniola 
iibfira i fi'oe 2 p. w. C^ 1 3 gr. Jive grana Anglicana 
61, aut 61 i^ ^^ ^^' It (cems to me mighty 
ftrange how he will make all thcfe Accounts agree 
tbg6tner^ 1 mean of the Denarius communior fff 
txtmie confularis. For this I am pritty certain of, 
that 6t Grains do equal, if not exceed, eight Pence 
of our Money j and this will appear more manifeft, 
for pag. 53. he fpeaks thus, Seftertius prior urn con- 
fiflum feu vetus. Seftertius j Dupondius Q Semite in- 
tuit Juruntius. Into eximie numntus^ aut nummus Sefter- 
tiis. ^adrans etdm Denarii argent ei vakbat in re- 
cents Repttblica tres Semijfes i. e. Mris libras Ji've AJjes 
^ f — 3 — T fi\f>i9^wm9 feu femifterdus more Gr^co, 
— — i viStoriati^ i Denarii ^etcris^ (i vetus : aut \ 
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Imperatmi^ fi ItMerMorius fuer^. FflJebant mm Se^ 
ftertii antiqui Pi&ore Fabio Conjukj feu grano: Mft- 
maria jinglue if auf dub ^Penningi novi. Comm^ 
fequentium Cmfuhm^ ut grana iff attt i, 917x4. 
^eriani ffana \ fyOUf i, Vfj d. Et Fefpajiankiffm 
13 1% out Penmimm ij66jf d% gta remegQ J^Ot^ 
' mrum aftimavi & ctmfiifui. . f ^ - 

- ' • • . 

T H I s that I hayc,licit tranfcriked will iM^ 
fily be underftood h% a vulgar Reader, aiKl 
fore i will inform him ofj one Miitake Id 
fince my writing it, and that is this. I tpotEiriiii^ 
Expreffion of recenti RepahUca for the later >|gj; ifi 
the Commonwealth % but I think the Aiitfior '£• 
tends it of the earlkx Age of the (^mmpnwtajj^ 
and produced it to prove that in this Autlhort j^ 
pinion a H..S. was worth zd. but Jhie aftef'fji 
the more common Conliilar Denarii weighed'': 
teen Grains and a half What is (aid of J^iasl^p^' 
for J whole Sefterces are valued at 16 Grainy la^b 
the Denarii to above our prefent 8 d. I had miidi 
ado to find this Perforfs JNTame after the Year of 
Rome 484, in Helvicus j but at laft met with it id 
another Catalogue of Confuls, publifhed.at theEiid 
of the PandeStSj or rather z£ter Juftinianus Cadex^ ' 
where the Confuls Names are diftinguiihoi into^z 
Colums and far eaficr to be fbund^ and falls in with 
the jinno Urbis 484, The lame Dr. Bernard fiys, 
he had feen fonie Denarii of DrufuSj that weigliiedtfz 
T Grains, which according to my Reckoniii^, a- 
mou^ to about 8^. q^' and better; but I know 
not who this Drufus was, nor when he lived ; but 
by what I faid before concerning Fdbius Pi£tor\ I 
find the Reafon is evident, why fome Authors 2^!- 
cribethefirft coining of Silver ^t i?^«/^, to the" Tear 
484, and Pliny ar^ others to 48^. 

Ha. 
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. Ha V I N G done with our Latin Authors, it is 
Time now to defcend to our Englifh ones, who 
have giyen us any Difcription of the Roman 4$*^- 
fierces^ and confequently of thciv Denarii alfo. And 
the firft that I have took Notice of (or have by 
me) is Thomas Godwin^ the once famous School- 
m^er of jibin^on^ five Miles from Oxford^ who 
l^jas the Author both of the Roman and Jewijh x^n- 
tiquities j the firft of which were printed in the 
Year 1613, who in- his 208th Page, of the 14th 
Edition, rates a Sefierce at i d. oh. q'*- q. and ten of 
them at 1 5. 6 ob. q^- q. > but in both Places there 
are two grofs Faults of the Printer, which muft 
needs mightily diftra6t a young Scholar j the i d. 
being noted with an /. over it, and the other 
thus noted 10 ^- 6^- i^^* 5?- In the fame Volume 
is bcMind both Godwin's Books, and Rous and £0- 
gatfs Attick Antiquities j and yet to my Admiration 
I find not in their Index, neither Obolus^ Drachma^ 
Mina^ or Tdkntum^ nor one Word of tlieir Money, 
which feems to me a great Omiffion and Dcfe6b in 
both thefc Authors. 

The next Perfon that treats of Sefierces^ is Elr. 
Hakewell in the latter End of his id Edition of his 
Apology for the Providence of God-, where he dcfcribos 
a Sefierce^ as containing two Pound and an half of 
Brafs, as if the Affes had never been changed from 
two and a half to four Ajffes^ and alfo tells us that 
there are 8 Denarii in an Oxmce, and that a Sefierce 
was the 4th Part of a Roman Penny, and that the 
Value of. a Penny was Seven-Pence Half-penny of 
our Money, and a Sefierce^ the 4th Part thereof, 
was a Penny half-penny farthing half-farthing. All 
this being laid by a very learned Perfon, will be 
apt tp deceive young Beginners > tho' there is hai-d- 
ly any Thing here i&d that is agreeable to Exa6b- 

nc(s 
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nds, aslifaallihewbyandby) And bdMow iAom 
him another Calculation, cdirfimtinicated to him tb 
a lai^ Tabl^ by Francis (hiwfk^ Bifiiop cli jHm- 
ford^ aiKl joyned alfo at the End of Mb Book) it 
Policy Printed j^o. The Biihop*s Calcuhtimil» 
gin$ in thefe Words, Uims Sefierths m m§fi$/Sm 
genere^ve uims Nmmnm vcdehsa mfira mmtt^ A^ 
cafke fen duo Denarii. Dr. Hdkewell ai]%DS I^W- 
lue of ten j>/f ^fvej at ^s. id. ^. and the'fiklH^ 
the like Number at ^x. zdr which ihewi thefc 
was but the tendh Part moor Pemijr diflfeief^ 
(everal Computations) and becaufe this is the kii 
Engliih Author that gives the Account of a^i^Aw 
To minutely in Words at length, I (hall mafceloDie 
Obiervations upon what I have here quoted Ott cf 
Dr. HakeweU*j and is mainly taken hy vtms Mtt of 
Fillalpandus^ becaufe his Book is of a ffcaii Ptfke^ 
and hardly to be met with but in LitMuriak l%ii 
learned J^uit, tho^ he (alls in with the Cbnunofi 
Opinion that the Drachma and Denarius - wem of 
equal Weight, yet againft Bud^us and Akuste^ he 
concurs with Jgricola^ and many other Authon^ io 
afcribing 7 and not 8 Denarii to the Ounces for 
in Vol. 3. lib. z. cap, ix. p. 34f, we meet with tfaefe 
Words, Si contendat Alciatus iapjum fuijji Agrico- 
1am, aj/erentem feptenos Deuarios ieauales fu^ aS^ 
fuando oSoms Jttici DracbmiSj lap/us eft Alcifltus; 
id enim plane teftatur Plinius affirmansj Juftum De- 
narii pondus ejfe cum oSt^inSa fuatuor Denarias i Uir$ 
Jiguemnr^ quod fi oSoginta quatuor Deriarios in dm 
denas unci a! diftributaSy invemes fifiguUs uncus ftp- 
terns Denarios enaquari. At quomam o&o urcr 
chma^ Uncut y ut J&xi aquales ftintj commuin Matbe- 
maticorum axiomate fit^ ut qu£ fiint eadem Unci^e^ ftaU 
eadeM inter ft. Demde fi contendat Agricola deceptnm 
fuiffe Alciatum ouiftimautem^ Denarii (^ Dracbuut 
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t pondus fuijp, Aripiftir Agricok} MB^j 
^' id exprefe, am obiter^ out atiad agims, nfiatitr idem 
^ JPUoius ) profefm prmumy gmuam iu tnenfms fiio- 
^ ibif^ M,pMiderms creh^ Grteeis nommbus utendiim fi^ 
I « i^j' interpretatiimm eonun fe femd eo Idee pogfu-. 
, tjm, ^ur Drachma m^ Jmca J^eMarii j6-gemn 

I But this Writer coes on to reccmdle thde Au- 
thors, by faying, antTthat truly, tfeat the DetMnns 
; was fometimes uie feyenth Fart, and fbmetimes the 
^ eighth of an Ounce: But then I dbkrve^ that in 
' all likelihood there b^wened a like Change. in the 
' Drachmte-j And that win^jtHiem continued in it's 
Grandure, they kept their Coifx to it's ancient 
Weight i but after that the iZwniuu' became their 
Malfers, they leflened the W^gbt of thdr Dracbrnd 
to the Weight of the Roman Dtmrius; but it (Joes 
not follow iromthiS) ;^twhen an Hiftotian (peaks 
of Matters done in jfltxander't Time, and t»^ore 
him, that an Intarrcter .may prdmifcuous ufe the 
J^fen^iiti as equal to the Draeima, but he ought, 
as Biihop Hooper has obfared, to haye two T^les 
:^:poi:dinKlyi and before the Time of the Empe- 
VjcffiB of JcMw, ufe ope Table and afterwards the o- 
. ther( but if this will not be aflcnted to, it is &£ 
bca;er to ufe the, greater Weight than the lefsj b^- 
caufe there are more Sums of Money mentioiKd^ 
^nd greater Ezpences both in War and Peace, be- 
uite Rome became Mi&re& of the World th^ af- 
to'wards. Tfai» is offcr'd a^inJt Cothputiqg by 
:9101c than 7 Dmers in the Ounce, 'till after, the 
Reign of Cy;3«<JwJ.Ci«/2tr at the {boneft. . 

To- (hew the Miftike of .fhofe that think, .riiat 

tho* imder ^ FabmMaxmus^z Number oflT.S. 

were chattg^'&om 2. and^ to four } yet thst Niuh- 

. ber ccmtinued not b>Dg} but rettuhd,^ the ZV 

aarii 
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narii did, back again, from 16 jffes to tens fotiic 
H. S. from 4 to 2 i only. 

N o w in Anfwer to this I fliall tranlcribe anoh. 
ther Paflage out of the fame Author, and ch. p. h^Sy 
where this Paffiige out of Fltmvius is taken, Ate 
Denarius fexdedmj viStoriatus 6? Quinarius oSo^ Se^ 
fiertius quatuor AJfes valet. Hoc ipfum tenet Maebnos 
Juperioribus verbis fubjungens j nunc Denarius fixMm^ 
FiStoriatus ^ ^inarius oEto^ Seftertius quatuor J^ts 
valet, ^ow that the Reader may give the more cr^ 
dit to this Quotation, we ought to confidtir « 
what Time, or Age, this Vol. malianus lived i and 
that was about four htmdred Years after the Dem- 
rius was encreafed from 10 to 16 -^fj and thefts 
ftertius to 4 jlffes alfo. 

And FilMpandus having quoted that Paflagie m 
Pliny ^ lib. 33. cap. 3. which has beenfo often al- 
ready repeated m my Letters^ Fillaipanim 
goes on with an Hakenus Plinius. Tria bis Plinii 
verbis continentur^ qua cum erudijjimis viris dijputafii§ 
funt. Primum quod ad /exdecim Denarii AJis JpeSaty 
in quo Budseo erit fatisfaciendum ; fecundum quod U 
loci correStionem^ in quo de Sextantariis AJfibus^ ie 
quinque partibus prius lucratis^ £5? de dimidio lucrocum 
Alciato dijfereridum } ac tandem de ftipendio miUtm 
Lipfii videndus eft locus : Of which three Perfons 
and their Opinions he fpeaks in the Order fbllowii^. 

Et quod ad primum jpeSaty quamvis dijertis verm 
teftatum fit . ^ graviffimis viris^ quos attulimus^ Dena* 
rium fexdecim Affibus permutari folitum 5 tamen afyhm 
quoddam invenit Buda^us, quo confugeret^ tantotum 
teftium fidem abrogare contendens. Is vero fextus Pom- 
peius Feftus eft^ qui fie fcribit : Sextantarii jfffei in 
ufu ejfe caperunt ex eo tempore quo propter bellum Pu- 
hicum fecundum^ quod cum Hannibalc geftum eft^ de- 
creverunt patres^ ut ex AJJibus qui tunc erant librarH 
fiei'ent Sextantarii^ per quos cum folvi c^eptum ejfet^ ^ 

popudui 
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ftfulus ^sre alieno liber aretufj ^ privatiquibusdebiium 

fiUice Jblvi opartebatj non ma^ detriment o officer entur. 

To which Words Fillalpandus gives a long. An- 

fWer, as Fefim*s afcribing that as done in the zd 

Pnmck War, which Pliny and others from him, 

aimbeit asdone in the firflj — and then follows: 

Sidquanpws^ quo ad Ajfes attinet feptennio tantummodo 

prm^affhfextantarios^cimcederemus Budaco,6f Fefto,/^- 

■Ml f$on fropt erect Denarios ad prinuevam inftitutionem 

reiujffe concedendum effet 5 cum vel maxime Juftiniani 

mfiitutione atque apud alios atque alios probatiffimos 

Scr^ores Seftertium Affibus quatuor^ Denarium fede^ 

dm jpftimari legamus. The Margent for the Tefti- 

mony of yuftitianqaotesCodicislib. 8. ///. f4. kg. 37. 

vrhac I find thefe Words, Ferba fuperflua qua in 

dffnatiombus poni folebant fcilicet Seftertii^ nummi u^ 

mv, Affium quatuor^ penitus EJfe rejicienda cenfemus. 

^d enim verbis opus eft qua rerum effeSus nullus fe^ 

futur. ' But I think what is here quoted does no 

way confirm, but rather weaken the Caufe for 

which it is alledged : But Fillalpandus goes on (with* 

out Naming any of his approved Authors ) in this 

Manner, Neque bis obftantV^ucrOj Apuleius, Arunti- 

ttPompeus que fcribentes Denarium AJfes decem^^ina-- 

ntm quinquey Seftertium duos (^ [emijfem valuijfe ^ quo'^ 

Mm ta bene notat Ant. Augaftinus, hi omnes fcripto- 

m prateriti temporis aftimationem exprejferunt^ ^ id^ 

tmk primava earum vocum inftitutio monavit. 

But tho' what is here produced, may almoft 
fcm fufEcient to confute the Notion that the ^- 
ttm Money changed from a wife Alteration to an 
old EiTour.i yet die very Foundation of this Fan- 
^f '>Qnnowca from a fingle Miftake in Feftus^ is 
'^^ overthrown and rooted ; up, by an happy 
jj^^Meitionsblc Emendation of the learned and 
*^ <:ritick, the Maftcr of Trinity College in 
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Cambridge j who, W the Alteration of one Letttf 
or twoj ia * fit^Word, makes it evident, da 
.^^*s Meamog is altogether Miftakcn. For tha' 
fWa^tandtu h» not recited all that, on which Bh- 
Jtnis and Others fay the greateft StreG, immediate- 
ly, «&ex effiarmfttr, follows Septvenig quoque Aim 
ufiu eft^ Kt priors nimero, fed id mn parman^t in ufi^ 
■me am^i frveSt h majorem. Now chan^ bui 
&s wc oi^t^ ;^Mmto Ferroj and it is plain that 
what Ferns ^cda of the Word SexiantariuT^ Bt- 
Jtem sai othOs tcftr to the Number of the Jgfi 
that wqc altprdd at:"thatTimei by which is mean: 
Ho more, than thati as the Romans have ufcd the 
Word Setaantaritts, h did Farro aJfo ufe the Word 
SeptuariKSi but eren that Word did not Jong con- 
tinue in uie, nor wtot on to any higher Number, 
as^ OSMortMSj Sec. 

I had this Emendation out of Dr- BentUft Book 
againft the hoatniraUe Mr. BoyU,, p. ^^, but not 
having that Book by me, but only the Etheodad- 
bn I entcr'd into the Margeot of Feftus faim^: 1 
muft refer my Reader to the Place I found it in, 
for a better Ex^Ucation of it, and go on witfaput 
taking My Notice of the Anfwers eiven to J^^ 
iabout his Jlff'f Dextantarii^ rejefted by moft Au- 
thors that ^tee with Plirry againll Akiatg} and 
quote what follows concerning the Gain PHnj &p 
the Common- Wealth got, when tEe ^/fffes wwc 
changed from Sextantarii^ or two Ounce -^Fesy w 
Ounce Affes j which I would have mentioned in 
Page where I gave Mr. Hard-win Explicatiai, if 
I had then rememberM ir, and is brought in by 
yiUalpandui againft dictate, as followsj In nvtrt 
maxime aluciuatur Alciams quod /i/hditV&liias, Bm- 
fubUcam videlicet ditmditm fmfe Luiratam, ctmUn- 
ciaks Jffes fecit ix Sexta&aras, t0 Denartof Studeeim 
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'' jffims fenamtsri mmdaech. Plsritati fnprms acctjjtt 
^ BodxuSy frnxfcopum pemtms alt^Jety fi^ de JhUs ajji^ 
^!. §mr bcMtms fiajh Hiniusi cmm RgmpukUcsm dixit di* 
^ Wi£Mm LMcratam : Unas emm dimidium Sextanfis 
^ ^y venom cam fariur emmmen/pt Affis Uftciiks ^ 
} bmarios Sexdedm affimm faSasj ttmc ea verka ad-' 
jmmmUj pkut ^ffdfic^MS wtTTufjue witnKt4t fenxxtstioMt^ 
btari ^Mi^Jfe Rnprnblide. Id fxod im £rt 
Budseus, in orgentQ vero mamfefixmfiefy 
fi perftndamus Dencaixm tajfc dectm^Jfts valuij/ecxm^ 
mm iamcips fixdecim permxtari fr^iferctury in JinguUs 
Oenmriis fix jtffis btcraiatvr RtfpMica jui excedxnt 
meiOetatem Demtm AJfixm. At qxmam militxm max- 
me tunc indigehat Re/pnblicaj ne eontm fubhret indig-^ 
matienemj cavit pariterne bujufinodi nummifmatxm qutd- 
qnmm detrimenti militibus panrtty imo "vero Ixcri tan- 
tmtdem fxantum Rtipublica. 

Before I leave this Book, their (eems two 
Things fit to be taken Notice of, which I rarely 
meet with in any other, before I met with the 
like in Eifinfibmia^ for in Page 35*1, he gives the 
Notes, by which their Money might be known 
one from another > for an AS of a Pound Weight had 
the Figure I upon it, two Pounds and a HsSF with 
two if and an S, and the other Parts of an AS by 
ieveral Hemifpherical Points, how many Ounces 
were in one of them } if zTtiens or third Part tti« 
Points s if a ^adrant •§§ > if a fixth Part ^o; 
and if one Ounce one •. In Page }f4, he gncs 
us the other Marks of their Silver Money after 
the Chang^e, during the War with Hannihaly of 
the Numoer of the AJfes in a Denarius ; the Mark 
of the Denarius was oftentimes XVI, of a ^uina- 
rius VIII, of which there were many Inftanccs j 
and thinks he ottght not to be moved firom this 

M Opi- 
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• 

Opinion, becaufc there are no Sefierces lemaimBg 
which have the Mark IIII upon them, bdng^aow 
loft; or Isfecaufe the 7f-i/^ffin;;W ^ftained firom that 
Mxckac • potiffimum ne lUl viros referre fuianhar. 
From their Brafs and Silver Money he pa&to 
thofe of Goldy and for the better tJndeittmdiw 
that difficult PaflTage in PUwHj Pofi hM placid XL. 
M ^g^ri ex auri Ubrisj pauUaim^ Priftch^s immiM 
uere ponduSj mnutiffimus vero vellScro ad JOLV.M. 
He tells us that in manv of the Fatican Manu(ciipt% 
the M.was wanting; oiit in one. Cum enim emim 
mmerorum notas praferret quas alii mmirum XL & 
XLV. injiiper littera L^ duo punSta fuper impofurit 
fcriptcr five mutuo Cotmexaf qidbus in antiquis fMW- 
pluribus exemplorihus Jitteram a fuppleti uhjervm- 
THUS ^^ facilius inuUiff poffet ilia enumerafio pur 
dragitaa quadraginta quinque. Atque ea pmSa 
facile decipere potuerunt UStorem^ ut ilia duo pwnEtti 
pro litteri M acciperet^ qua millinarium numerum piJi- 
cabant amiqui. I give you here Villalpandus*s Opi- 
nion, but rdie the Le(s upon it^ becauie a little 
after he makes too many conje6himl Alteratians hi 
the next Words before them, and is therdfore con- 
demned for fo doing by Mr. Greaves^ of whom I 
now come to fpeak in Order ; and of whom^ and my 

great Opinion of, and reliance on his Judgment) I 
ave (poken at large, ^ in my two firft Letters to 
Mr. Thoresby j and the TJfc I have made of Us 
Book, which long ^o I borrowed out of Dr. GdV^ 
tKeX)ean of Tork!s^ Library, and tranfcribed a great 
Part of it, that I might conftantly have it by me, 
one Page of which I have printed in the 6 5 pa. of the 
fore-going Letters j but there is one Part that I 
either had not tranfcribed, or at leaft did not ib)d 
to Mr. Thoresby^ which- fhall now be printed in 
this Place, out of the iii p. of Mr. Greaves^ what 

I 
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I found it in a tattered Book of my Nephew's, for 
which he was beholden to a Friend j and paid ys. 
ifbr it. • 

I had copied this as I found it all in Capital 
Letters, but perceiving the Printer would hardly 
get them into one Page^ without great Confiifion, 
as I had tranfcribed them, I refolved to print them 
in the Form I had done of the Cafar's. 

The Weight of fome of die faireft jfurei of 
the Roman Emperors, from Nerva to Her aclius:' 
Thbfe above-mentioned are of the ii Cafars. 

• 

Imp. Nerua Tr. pop. z. Cof* }. p. p. I? ^irairis. 

think for P^/^ P^m> ^ : — 5 i" k 

Ixap. Trajamsj Aug. Genrii (s^s. m - no 4 

Imp. C^Jar Trajanus^ Rddrimus^ ^^g?. jrt ^ 

t^c. ■ *^ i ^ 

jintoninus^ Aug. pius p. p., TR. P Xll? ,^ r 

Cof. mi — . ^ ''^ ^ 

Amoniusj Aug. Armeniacus Imp. Cafar^l « 

Cof. L. jiureliusj Ferus Aug ^ Uo t 

Imp. C<f/. L. jiurelius Aug. >^ — 1 1^^ 4 

L P'erus Aug. Arm. Partbi. Max. * 1 1 5 i 

M C«»^. -^»^. P. Fel. Aug. p. p. 114 

Sever, p. Aug. P. M. Tr. P. A. Col**.— 1 14 t 

Imp. M. Jta. Gordianus. AFR. Aug. — • 114 

Treffmianus Gallus ' •■ ■■ 7f \ 

Galliems . ■ i— .^ 74 i 

Itop. C. Carims^ P. F. Aug. • ^ — 72 t 

Diockfianusj P. F. Aug. ^^ — i^ 77 -i- 

Maximianus ■ - Y^ i 

Cofifiantinus Max. Aug. 1 ■ ■ * ^4 ? 

Cmftdntimsj P. F. — ■ : — ^ 68 ' 

Conftantius — — » • ^ — " i >• < ■ 70 

Imp. C<i?^ Magnenfiusy • r 70 t 

F. L. G. L. f »fti»^% P. F, Aug, 6% i 

M z p. N. 
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^ Grains 

D. N. Jwianusy P. F. Pcrp. Aug. 68 

D. N. Vakm. P. F. *8 i 

• D. N. yakmimms P. F. Aug. 69 ^ 

A Second ■ *— — 68 r 

D. N. Gratiams P. F. Aug. * 6js> 

D. N. tbeodofmiy P. F. Aug, — ~ «8 i 

D. N, Jrcadiusj P. F. Aug. ; 67 

A Second — — ' 68 

D. N. Hmmus^ P. F. Aug.: -i. 69 i 

A Second — ^ — ^ 69^^ 

A Third -~ — 68 i 

D. N. Tbeodofius P. F. • 69 i 

D. N. Pla. Fakntimanus ' — -^ 68 r 

D. N. Fakntinianus^ P. F. Aug.^ 65^ 

D. N. Jul Neposj P. !?. Aug. .: — 69 i 

D. N. Amftajiusj P. F. Aug. -^ . 68 f 

D. N. -F^«»x, perp. Aug. • 68 

A Second ■ • 69 i 

HeracUuSy ■ 69 \ 

A Second . -^i- — -■ ■ ' ■ 69 i 

Page 1 1 3, And thus much of the jfurei under 
the former and later Emperors, as they ferve to il- 
luftrate and prove the Weight of the Denarii C<f- 
fareiy which is dur next and principal Enquiry. 
The Denarii uikIct the Cafars were almoft as vari- 
ous and unconflant as the Aureiy fometimes ihore, 
and fometimes \ds% and if they had not bete fo, 
they could not have kept that Proportion to the 
jlurei of the former Emperors, whicn we afl^;ned. 
From Attgufim to Vefpafian^ I find, by examuiirii 
many of them, continually almoft decreafed^ 'ti 
from being the feventh Part of the Rman Ounce^ 
they became now. to be the eighth Part : And 
therefore Ninty Six were coined out of the Rmtm 
lihra^ whereas before under the Confuls Eighty 

Four. 
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Four. From Fefpajian to ^kx. Severus, as far as 
I has'e obfervcd, the Silver continued in refpeG: of 
Weight, excepting only fuch as upon fome ejttra- 
ordinary Occafion were ftampt in Honour of the 
Prince, or of the Emprefsj and Jugufia Famiiiay 
or clfe in Memory of fome eminent Action: Thefe 
laft mod uftially were equal to the Denarii Confu- 
iares, and many of them had thefe Charafters EX. 
S. C. or elfeS. P. Q, R, (^c. I can hardly for- 
bear and leave off, when this Treatife is before me, 
and have inferted thefe later Coins for the Sake of 
their Weight only : And for their Infcriptions, 
they may be many of them found in Mr. IValker'z 
Book, (tiled Ti&f Greek and Roman Hijiory^ illujira' 
ted by Coins and Medals > for which his Book is 
likely more perfect than that concerning their De- 
itariiy which as I have fhe'wn in the fore-going, is 
no more than y s, or 60 Pence to the Iroy Ounce j 
but then we are to take Notice of thefc Words 
we after meet with in the 117 Page, *' That 60 
" Pence were coined out of the Ounce Troy, in 
" the id Year of Queen Elizabeth, (he might 
havfi faid in the laft of Edward the 6th ) *' and 
*' during her Reign to fixty two." And fo ever 
fince, for in his lio Page, he further fays, " The 
" Troy or Englijh Ounce ( to which Five Shillings 
" Two Pence of our Money, in thefe Times, arc 
** equal) containcth 480 Grains, and the French 
" Ounce 471 h 

N o w all this being premifcd, it will prefcntly 
appear that Dr. Jrbuthnot follows one Reckoning, 
but Mr. Greaves and I another j the Dr. is ftill at 
60 Pence the Ounce, but Mr. Greaves^ whom I 
follow i conform our fclves to the prcfent Age, and 
with it reckon 6z Pence to the Ounce Iroy^ and 

Kt we arc in the Right in fo doing, I gather fi-om 
__ - 
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an obfcrvable Paflage in the Beginning of the great 
Mathematitian Gajfenfus's Abacus Sefiertmum maneU 
Galliae^ where he prudently expreffcth himfelf in 
the Words following. 

Suppono foftremo compamjfe me Denarii valorem ciam 
eo valor e monetae qui jam Nobis in ufu eft^ turn quia 
nofiris temper ibus res agitur .noftra^ quOn nos ipimrare 
cum primis non decet 5 turn quia ubi in pofierum JrgetP- 
ti uncia apud nos^ pluribus taxabituTj quam nunc tax- 

atur foUdis perfdcik femper erit defimre quanti 

Romanus Denarius aftimandusjtt. The former Part 
of this Sentence malces againft the Do6tofs Pra- 
^ife, and evidently favours ours. 

Having proceeded thus far, I amnext to con- 
firm what I have afore alledg^, that oiir Diflfer^ 
ences arife from the Do&or's computing by a kf- 
kr Roman Ounce than t do. He indeed, to* make 
Way for his reckoninjg, gives fome Reafon why he 
defaiilks half a Grain nom what Mr. Greaves coni- ^ 
putes to the Roman Ounce j but it would have bet- ' 
ter agreed with the Value he ailigns to the Dend- 
riusy' to have added to Mr; Gr^^wi's Number, then 
detra£ted from it> ias I think will be evident by 
the following Computation. 

Fo R I toke it for granted that Dr. Arhabmt 
proceeds upon thele Principles, firft that a troy 
Ounce corffifts of 480 Grains: zdly. That he is 
{>er&aded that our Averdupois and Roman Ounce 
are equal, and contain in them no mor^ than 437 f 
Grains 5 and this beii^ granted, endeatours to find 
out or afcertain the Proportion that ond of thde 
Ounces bears to the other: This being 41ow<^ 
he goes on to (hew that from thence tt follows, 
th^t a Roman Denarius being the Icvcnth Part of a 
Ronuin Ounce, arifeth no nigher then j \ d^ or 
^vcn Pence jbalf P^ nny Farthing of our prefent 

En^ifi 
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BK^ijb MoMy • Tliis is fiifficicnt for any Mathe- 
nuu^an to underftand at the firft Reading ^ but to 
thofe Kke my fdf that do not, it requires to be 
laid open ibmediing more at large, which I know 
not better how to do, then by making Ufe of the 
Rnte of Three, and therefore ihall proceed in the 
ibflo^jiring Method^ %ing9 That if 480 Grains 
ppodticc t5oof our Pence, what Number of Pence 
will 457 1^ Grains produce. Now by Multiplying 
4J7 f oy 60, the Produft, as I reckon, arifes to 
f4lf» Pence, which Sum being divided by Seven, 
tk Number of the Denarii contained in a Roman 
Oance^ gives to each Denarius yd. {•, which Sum 
f£jd. \&Xk ihort, as I take it, by one Grain of 
7if» ^\' fo that the Do6tor needed rather to have 
added a Grain, than taken away half a Grain from 
yb. Greaws's Computation of 438 Grains to the 
itamam Ounce. 

I will now proceed in the .fame Method I have 
domebefiH!!^ am (uppofing what is only really true, 
and Mimbt be denied, that a Troy Ounce of 480 
Qmos will give 6% Pence, what will a Roman 
Oqsicc of 4^8 Grains give? And Multiplying by 
tf z, the Produft will be, if I am not Miftakcn, 
Xjnif6^ which being divided by 480, will give 

' f6 Pence, with the Fraftion Hf, 



d^ which 
^ dlivided by Seven, the Number of Denarii 
combined in a Ktnnan Ounce, the Produft will be 
about 8 d. and about a f , or more to each of them, 
aa I conceive. 

I have acquainted the Reader more than once, 
wty I rejcfl: the Fra6tion out of my Account ^ 
and muft farther own, that the Do6tor, the' he 
may fcem to fome to have fet the Denarius fomd- 
what . higher than it will bear, according to his 
6wn Account, when truly underftood, will very 

M 4 folly 
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My bear it fclf out. For tho* I havcpft»»teli 
fcTved, ^at }i Gtaim were coMakicd ioijpi 
feut 4^. and therefore reckoned tftGnuns t» 
P»ce, yet I knew ika thwi .whs^ was tj|^ I 
of it J but I now concciv^ • tint when tfo ^ ^ 
arc reckondl to be conuuuaed' hi a 3ii9f jj^MK^ |i 
there will be exa^y found 8 Qrauis in a <^ikn 
MUzabetb's old Penny > but when 6Z' Fcmikm 
coined out of a Jroy Poiiid, thep fomeduqft llS |1 
fall ikoTt of ek;ht Grains in our hter JSitigipE fip* 
fent Pence, which will fill up what bgfow-fetj^ij 
wanting in Dr. jiriiffbmi's Ac^jmt, :I rftVpal 




ly, when fiilly cxanuned by a rigoroitf 
tian : But notwithftanding this, iiiCh aa qur inv 
My diicover, that in valuing zijlimam Jh^mi^ 
id. i have not exceeded, lyut. rather faUm ibmt 
of it's true Value. • .' ^v . 

After ail this, I am a|>t ^ bdieve, 1; tried 
fay no more in defending my ow9 Compq^too a- 
gaiqi}: diat of my o]4 Acquaintaqjce Dr. Jlrhulmi^ 
but having gcMtie fo far^ I think it but an anikable 
Procedure^ l>oth for his Sake and the Roukx^ 
not to meddle with any Thing h^ lias fiud con- 
cerning his other T^}^ which falls not 'wsHok 
the Compais of my Underftap|iQ^ i lave only whit 
fi^ay relate to the Roman or Jfbenian Coin^ or tbc 
Hiftory of thole two Common Wealth$. 



And the firflt Thing I take Notice of h 
That the Do£kor fuppofes, Pag. the ptk^ that a 
Roman Slave might not accuie his own Ms^fter: 
Now tho' it is moil true, that this was not allow- 
ed in other Cafes, yet in fuch as were nptcHious, 
and againft, (as it is fometimes called) TheMajeily 
gf \)\Q Coipmon- Wealthy he was allow^ to dl^ |t, 
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[ gather from the Words of Salufiy concerning 
y/uv*s Confpiracy : The Reward which the Sc- 
! promifes was general, Si qais itidkaffet de con- 
Mam, jw* contra Rempublkam faBa eraty pri 
uervo libertatem £5" H- S. centum^ libera 
t ejus rei, fc? H. S. CC. 

_^r H A T which follows next is in Page p, where 
iDo^torfays, that ^s grave was paid by Weight, 
I not by Tail j by which one would fuppole, 
t no jf^s were coined with the ufual Marks, 
twhich they and their Icfler Parts were known, 
\ the Silver Money was coined alfo ; neither— 
B that Quotation out of Livy fcem to me 1 ' 
we the Contrary. 

Page p. Ch. J. " jEris in the Genitive Cafe is 
" ufcd for an Adjective" ; which I fancy is no 
otherwife true, than as every Genitive Cafe may 
be ftilcd an Adjedive. 

Page 10, ^uadrans when applycd to Silver, it 
might be the iame with Terunciits^ and may be the 
leaft of Silver Coins > but ^adram is often applied 
to Brals Money, and the Sextans and the Uncia are 
lefs Coins than ^adrans : And alfo the Triens was 
fo common a Coin, that it needed not the Story cue 
of Pliny to prove it fo. 

*' The J Shy Degrees was deminiihed, and the 

*' Alterations were occafioned by the Ncccllity of 

^ the Common- Wealth" ; but the Doctor adds, 

SjjTo be fure thePlenty of Silver and Gold would 

nave done the fame, and brought down an c- 

fnormous BrafsCoin." But I am of Opinion, and 

: my Letters have proved it, that there was 

tcr fuch an enormous Difpronortion of, one to 

840, 
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840, as Bud^ens and his FoUowers have fancifully 
conceived. 

Pagp II, << T\io\Wkfm ifurihJif migbt Iktei'- 
•* allybctranflatedafcvcnth half Talent) yet thofe 
that ufed it, always fignified fix Talents and a 
Half^ as is often took Notice of by moft Authors 
that write on that Subje6):, and particukriy'64^- 
dus \ who in his Abacus^ viSss thefe Words, Nctum 
Porro eft quemadmodum Graci diabant tdim ifftf'/^ x^w 
ut duas cum femjfe Drachmas dejignarenf. 

Page II, Here Fetruvius is quoted, for &yii^ 
^uartam Denarii partem^ quod efficiebatur en autobus 
ajjibui 13 tertio femtffe Seftertium vodtaverunf ; " - Tlie 
^^ Seftertius was a Silver Coin, and never of Brals'*. 
I know that Bud^eus and fome others fay fo) but 
there are many others that lay the Contrary, as 
Hotafnamis^ Marq.FreberuSy ixc. And Bifhop ^H^i^ 
er fays, it is not improbable, p. 131. And to me it 
feems very reafonable to fiippofe that there might 
be Sefterces in Brafi, as was Denaru above them, 
mdSemijffesj Trieus^ zc^ ^uadransj dec. below themi 

• • • ' 

Page 12, ^ The Greeks Computations proceed 
^ upon the fame Suppofitton of the Denarius and 
** Drachma being reckoned equal.*' I know they 
do, but I believe not 'till the Ramans hcid ^»ta;ot 
the Notice of their own Coins : And Zity males 
no Difierence in his Hiftory between Poimd jtps 
and half Ounce 4fes : And fo did Pkaarei and o- 
thers, that tranflated from the later Hiflorkns> but 
I am pcriuaded that this was an Enrour in iXk that 
didfo. 

* 

Page II, ** Sfftmium fignifies two Poiiads and 

"a 
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^ a Half of Brafe" j and why might it not do fo 
before any Silver Sefterces was coined j but as for 
Seftertiumj a Singular, it is very feldom ufcd befbrc 
tbcy come to the Dual Numoer, as duo Sieftertiaj 
add fo tria^ See. 

Page 14, Moft of this Page is very ufefiil and 
inftru&iv^ efpecially to young Beginners, giving 
a gieat In-fight in:to the Manner of the Roman 
Computation, and how to'expreis that in the^S^r- 
barom ox jirabick .Figures j which is contained in a 
lew Syllables, as Decies^ CentieSj Millies^ Decies 

jMilKeSj Centies Millies^ 6cc. 

« 

Page 16, Celfus. is cited for laying, Antea omnia 
fare voto : If it be otherwife in the former Editidn, 
it is the Printer*s Fault > but tf in both a like, the 
Author's > for undoubtedly it ought to be read, as 
all other Writers, I have lecn, read it, Sciri Folo. 

Page 16, ^ I have been the more Copious in 
*^ Quotations upon this Subje£t, to fhew the ge- 
^ neral Confent of Authors of all Ages and Times 
^^ in the Equality of Value of the Aftick Dram 
^ and Roman Denarius j and it .wbuld bring a Gofl- 
^ fiifion to change that Way of Reckoning.'* A 
FaUhood is never the Truer for being often repea- 
ted i and I think the Confufion does more arife 
from this falfe Reckoning, than can be remedied by it. 

Page 17, The Do6tor doth here^ and often be- 
fore tell us, " The ancient Roman Denarius and 
*^ Attick Drachma^ were reckoned equal, as appears 
^ partly from what has been obferved before^ and 
" - &rther from the Teftimony of Pliny^ who lived 
^ from the Time pf Vefpafian to that of Trajan.'*^ 
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And therefore I think there iDdxb no Reafon to be 
gpiven for fuch a vail: Difpropottion ) for the' the 
Proportion wsis opt always the fiune ^ yet tbek' 
Changes were within the Compais of Probability^ 
and not fo incredible as fbrne W riters endeavour to 
g^vc Reafon fo^but thefe hafcBy ^ilithiathe Com- 
pais of Poflibility, as (cnne Authors have attempttd 
topi^ove by Aiigpments, not altogether agiewile 
to my Hypothelis, 

t^%- ^jj ^ '^HB PtmioJrgemi^ amongftthelEp* 
^^ mam^ is a Sort of Numeim Extpreffion of Sums 
<^ of Money^ and is different from the Commoa 
^^ Ubra^ wnich confifted only pf 84 Denarii or jM( 
^ Draclmsy for jfs^JEs^ Pajv^yandMM^amoiigft 
^ ancient Authors^ genmUv pds for the fiunc 

^ BuJUeus reckons :this Pimdo to conlift of 100 
^ Denarii^ and G^^^^ Jlgrkela of j)6, (iippofing the 
^ Denarius and Drachma to be equal : aiccordingto 
^^ Budseus's Valuation, the Poi^^ amounts to the 
" Value of an .^//if^ A//im or 5/. 41. 7^, Accord- 
^ ing.to jigricoloj to 5/. ix. orf. 

Upon looking back to Page thepth, I find that 
Pondoy or JJbray are fpoken of iby this Author, as 
Names of the fame import; but in this, he &j8j 
they are different; yet, as far as I can perceive, np 
otherwiiedi^ferenu than as one ZiJr^, is in fome Ac- 
counts, different from another ; wd I find in FU^ 
Ia^a$fdus p. 3 37, that libra vox pendo addifur^ lathue 
lingiue^ (^ ujks peritiffimis. Nam Livius Cormum 
Auream libra ponde Jwi dicatam fuijfe ; & CotmneUa^ 
calami fondo fcrihit. Neque libra tantummodo adde^ 
batur pmdo ; verum etiam cuicunque alii p(mderi. Plau- 
tus. 

Neque pifcuim u^am unciam pondo hodie cepi. 

Fernm 
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Ferum tamen efi rnnmnquam pondo^ (^ libramfeorfum 
ufiirpari^ at que idem ipfum quod feperata figmficare ^ ut 
videre eft afud Catonem fie firibentem i adipispondo duo^ 
€afei Ubram. Et Plinius $ ^pbufdam generibus^ inquit^ 
perJipQndus^ ficut Bakarico modio tritici pants ptfndo 
trmnia reddit^ quibufdam in bints myftris ut Cy prio (^ 
Al^x^^diino, viginiipropelibrasnonexcedentibus. Hu" 
jufimdi Ubram Affm quoque appellatum fuijfe tradit 
Varro. 

I have tranlcribed this long Paflagc, to ihew, 
that in the very fame Period iPondo and Libra are 
promifcuoufly ufed for the fame, and not different 
weights, as here affirmed by the Do£tor. And 
further doubt not, but the (zmcPondus or Libra 3xc 
ibmetimes defcribled by more, or fewer Denarii^ as 
the Denarii were greater or lels 5 but the Roman 
Pondus or libra continuing ftill the fame. I ob- 
lerv€ alfp that JSj Pondo and Mina^ and I think t 
may add alfo^ Libra too mav pafs for the fame} 
but it is only becaufe the Autnors that called them 
fo, efteemea all of the fame Weight J tho' undoubt- 
edly thofe that thought them fo, before the Greets 
fell under the Roman Government were miftaken : 
For (b many Men, oftentimes, fo many Minds. 

t 

• 

It's no Wonder that Budaus reckoned the Jttick 
Mina at 3/. 4^. yd. and Agricola at 3/. is. od% 
and the Doftor agrees with Budeus -, but let it be 
reckoned at the leaft, as only equal to the CJonfiilar 
Denarii^ according to my Computation, a Mina 
muft at leaft arife to ^/. 6 s. 8dl of our preieat 
Englifh Money. 

« • 

Page Zi4, ^^ It is certain that fometimes Libra 
^ appUcd to Sums of Money, denotes only the 
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^ Roman Pound of jxJ Roman Drachms^ Here it 
^^ muft be confidcred, that when the Tables of 
** Silver is reckoned 2X. fs. per Ounce, it naiift be 
^* underftood of Silver coined meeriy according to 
<« the Engiifh Standard, which has 1 8. Penmr Wcififa 
^ of Allay in the Pound Troy. Now it to a m- 
** man Pound of pure Silver you add AUot in the 
^ Proportion of tne EngUJb Coinage, it will make 
" in Value only zL ips. i t ^.'•• 

I muft confefs I do not well underftand what 
the Doftor means by the Words here cited } fo 
it is one Thing, if fo much Allav be added to t 
Pound of pure Silver, then the wnole will arifc a- 
bove a Roman Pound by all the Allay added ^ but 
if he intends to take out as much Silver as the Al- 
lay comes to,. I muft then diiffer fix>m him in titt 
Sum here afligned to it j for I reckon, no moie in 
a Roman Pound of the fame Weight j the whole 
Sum will arife to no more, in our Engtijb Money, 
then barely tl. i6s. and about 6d, Fraction: But 
I perfeftly agree with the Doftor in this, that if, 
*^ We are not perfedHy fure of the Standard of the 
^ RomanSy the Weight alone is not fufficient to 
** determine, the Value to great Precifenefi. I 
concur alfo with the Doftor in * what follows , that 
*' Pondo is an indeclinable Word, and when it is 
** joined with Numbers, ^of Coin) it fignifies Z/- 
** bra 5 when it is joined' to other Weights, it 
*^ ftands for the fame Thing as r«Oiuir, or ixxl in 
** the Greek J fignifying the feme with PonduSy or 
^ Weight in general.'^ 

Page If, '^ We obferved before that the leam- 
*^ ed Bifliop Hooper makes the Value of the jfftick 
^* Drachma different in different Ages, mkI the 

^ highctt 
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** highfift, according to the Weight of the Stan- 
^ dard Afim of Solon (J8, 4 Grains; but he owns 
". that it fell afterwards to about the Value of 6Zj 
" £?* which is much the fame with that in the 
^ Tsubles. And upon this Drachma^ and the E- 
•^' quality of it to the Rman Denarius^ almoft all 
^^ the Computations in Clascal Authors arc fbun-^ 
^ dcd, which we did not think Worth the whife 
^ to change or diverfify in a few Inftanccs that 
^^ may be in earlier Times." 

I ca» confent to no Part of this Paragraph, J 
am rather of the Bifhop's Mind, that either difFe- 
TCOt Tab lbs fhould oe compofed, or the Roman 
Denarii and Drachma fhould be computed at a 
higher Value than 7 i d. for that is a gi-eat deal 
fliort of what the Bifhop Values it at, when he 
reduces the Drachma to the lowefl Value^ which 
the Do&or from the; Bifhop gives us in the next 
Page. 

Page ztf, I will not mention the Weight nor 
Value of the four Firfl in.this Page, given by the 
Doftor, for I am not Artift enough to judge o£ 
them J but the lafl is this Weight 62, 5*7 Grains, 
Value fd.^q^ f . Now as far as my little Know- 
ledge v^iU reach, I think thefe Grains and Fra£bi- 
6ns jomed togrther, ,muftfar exceed the t)octor's 
7^' 4.y»^:. For as I had occafioti levenil Times 
before to obferve, that 61 Grains alone ¥*1 a- 
mount to full eight PtfiKC of our Money 5 . for if 
31 Grains equal ^d. of our preferit Coin, then 6t 
without the Fraftion (which I believe is at Icafi 
more than half a Grain.) will ariTc to Sd. of our 
prefent: Motley, at which! have feveral Times rec- 
koned it iif the forcgoing Letters: For as I 
have lately granted, that when our Money was 

N coined 
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coined at. f j./the 'Ounce, • ^ Penny might then 
weigh 8 Grains 5 yet after that Ounce was coined 
at 62, every moaern Penny did not come up to 
that Weight, nor were any more then 31 Grains 
required in tuch Pence, or 4 fiich Pennies as are 
coined in our Age, nor in the Age fbte-^going ; For 
as the Number of Pence increaled out of the fame 
Number of Grains, the Grains muft propordona- 
bly Decreafe on the one Side, as the Pente were 
Increafed on the other. And this I found by. Ex- 
perience, that a King Jamei and King Charles's 
Groats, weig^ not afix)gcther fo heavy as .Queen 
Elizabetb\ in the Middfe of her Reign muft have 
done. 

Page 16. ^^ Th e r e is xnentidn likewife made 
** df the Corinthian Drachm^ but it's Value is un- 
'' certain : It is (uppofcd by. fome Authors .equal 
" to the jittickr 

I cannot but Wonder why the Dofkor fliould 
quote Thucydides^ that there was fuch a Coin as 
the Cborinthian Drachm^ and not quote any Au- 
thor that thought it equal to the Jttichy for STA^- 
cydides had never called them Corinthian. JPrachmsy 
if they had been the fame with the 4ttick. I do 
not well remember where the Weight of : this Co- 
rintbian Drachm is fpoken of, fave that :l think ft 
is generally reputed to ij t<^. equal to X^t Mgean 
Droilgma^ equal to an Attick Dram and ai> Half, or 
as is above (aid, equal to' 10 Attick OhU. , I. know 
it is not tntotioned amongft fome other Talents 
by FeftuSj nor by the Do£tor, Pag. 34, ajnongft 
Talentum^ but we plainly meet witi^: it^and it*« 
Value alio in Aulus Gelliusy lib. i, capM,\S^pf»kiv\% 
of the Curtezan Lai$^ ufes thefc Wor^^ ^d banc 
ilk Demftpem clanculum adit^ 6? ut Jibi fiff^ia^m 

facerit^ 
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fttceffty petit J (^ Lais fjveiai J^^xi^ati i TuXtu^ nv popoj/^t ', 
hoc facit nummi noftratis Denarium decern mil/ia. I 
have here made Mention of this for another Rea- 
£»!)'; as ierviceable to the true eftimate of the ^^- 
mam Denarius^ when firft coined 5 and which^ as I 
think, f^arro tells us, was taken from the Sicilian 
MoiDef of Syracu/hy which was a Colony deriving 
ic!s Original from Corinth^ whofe Drachma were 
heavier than thofe of Athens, ^ 

The Do&dr often complains of want of Time 
Slid Leizure, but I have greater Reafon to com- 
phili of a worfe Deficiency, which is want of Me- * 
moiy, which was nevef good \ but by my laft Year's 
Sickiids it is near quite loft and deilroyed, that I 
Gsn call nothing to Mind, but . what 1 fee before 
me 5 and' it has happened in this Cafe, that after I 
bad finished what 1 could meet with, concerning 
die Ccrinthian Drachma^ I accidentally in turning 
over fome Pages, found what the Bimop of Bath 
and IVelU had feid upon this Subje6t, pag. 42. 
" Several Drachnue were of different Weights, the 

* JEpman and Corinthian^ for Example, equal to 

* Jf of the Attick^ and the Alexaiidrian of Egypt 
" juft double to it. 

Now the Dr. having juftly given a very high 
Charafter of the Biihop's Book, and made 1q vciy 
hige Quotations out of it, 'tis to me a great Won- 
der that he did not, in this id Exiition, coiTeft the 
ibit-going Paflage, by only dafhing out half a Line 
in it. I Know the Biihop and the Dr. are far from 
agreeing in their Opinions, concerning the Weight 
ind Worth of the Attick Dr adorn > but this could 
not be altered by the Dr. but by changing his Ta- 
bln, which would have" been very chargeable, but 
this of the Corinthian Drachma is not, I think, men- 
dooed in them, and thefe Words, // is fuppofed by 
- 1 . N i foyno ■ 
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fom Authors equal to the Attick: or, at leaftk 
might have quoted fomc Writen for his fo (avm ■ 
I have alfo, fince I Writ this Sheet for the fte% 
upon Occafion of confulting Mr. Brerenvoedj. aboot 
the Jewilb Money, the Book being yery faort^I 
'fpycd what he faid of the Draebma jEgim^ p^ 
20, and prefendy after, it of the, Sfater Carimbmmy 
of which he fays. Stater Corintbiacus 10 okolosJSp' 
neos continet & proxime valuitj in the one Maigeitf^ 
Stater Corintbiacm is. Sd. ob. f^ and in tbp odiff 
Margent, Pollux lib. 4. cap. 24. and li6. 9. cap, 24. 
This is fuch a very low Value, that if the btter 
Marginal Note haa not confirmed the fonoer, I 
muft have thought it an Errour of the Prdg, dit 
Book it felf being a Poftbumus Work, and; thcn^ 
fore muft not think the Author any Way mifta^ 
For I find him a very exaS: Wdter ^ iavc that be 
has all along foUowea Bud^eus in giving too l0W« 
Eftimate of the Attick Drachm^ and does not I^ 
ceed from it in any of the following Computatioos^ 
of* which I fhall ^ve a fuller Account when I come 
to fpcak to a Page of Dr. Arbutbnofs Book, m 

The Mtna Attica of Silver. 

Page zp. '* M N A, Mina Attica^ contaisssd lOO 
" Drachma^ or Denarii^ and the Tables pro- 
" ceed on that Principle in reckoning Sums of 
'^ Money, where a Mina is made 3/. 41. ji, 

I have already obferved, that fince the HoSua 
and I proceed upon feveral Principles^ we ait 
not likehr to agree in the* feme Sums : ^ Duffq^ 
^^ fius Halicarnaffeusj in reckoning up the RomM 
" Ce^rusy make the Clajes ftand thus : 

liball 
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• 

I fliaH give the Clafles according as the Doaror 
has ftated them, bat in an inverted Order from 
the Doftor, and zsJJvy and Dionyfius Halicarnaffms 
wafp% them. 



. J 



. ift/ <iWi;MC. .. -.— iBris C. MMa. 

nd, fM^hXXV. ^*— iEris LXXV. Millia. 

38, Mms L. " ■ ~ Mris L. Mtllia. 

4th, 'Mifu XXV. Mris XXV. MllUa. 

^fk. Mink XH. cum fifniJfi—Mns XII. Millia^ cum femife. 



We fliall be Kttlc concerned in taking Notice 
mf iny, fave the firft Clals, for all the others de- 
ptai up(m that j and if .we were once agreed upon 
what a hundred Thoufand jiffes amounted to in 
oar Money, all the Reft would follow in their 
due Proportion, for the little Difference between 
JUvy and Diow/Jius are not worth taking Notice of. 
Then in what next follows, before I repeat what 
the Dofbor fays of that Point, I muft obferve, ei- ' 
thcr for his Information, or the Reader's, that- we 
find in thofe, that may pafs for Clallick Authors, 
fom: far greater Differences than this fingle one 
here mentioned j for tho' Livy gives in the firft 
Clafs at looooo AJfes^ he reckons it at the loweih 
Pliwf ftates that Clafs at 11 0000 Jffes^ Celfus ^ct 
higher, but it wiU be fomething hard where* to 
find it; for it is not to be met with under the 
Word.C^s^j, or that of Claffis^ but moft uncxpc-- 
£tedly under the Word mfra^ Infra Claflem fignifi' 
:atur qui minore fumma^ quam centum £5? viginti mil" 
Ua aris^ cenfi funt £5? Mlus Gellius^ higher yet, lib, 
J. cap. 15. Claffici dicebupur nonfimnes qui in clajji' 
ius erant^ fid prim^e 'tantum claffis homines^ qui cen- 
tum 6? i>iginti quinque millia aris^ ampliufque cenfi e- 
""anlf. Infea ClafTem autem appeVabantnr fecnnd^e claf- # 

N-3 . fis 
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fis cater arumqy omnium chjjium^' ^i mimre fimm 
arisy quam fupra dixi^ cenjebantur. 

Pag. 19. " In the f th 'CenJuSj Diofiyjius diffin 
" from Livy^ who makes it XI Miltia J^s^ whkk 
^/ is ibme Mifkke, oi* falfe Reading y for in dtt 
" Reft they are exaftly the lame, malbng thcAS^ 
" na equal to 100 Denarii^ or 1000 Jtffes^ fef it 
*^ was equal to fo much of Roman Money, ^ ap- 
'^ pears by comparing two Paflages, • obmb of Jff^ 
^^ anusy and another of Suetonius : For ipeakicu? of j 
^' a Congitirium given by Cafar^ the Former c& % 
^^ a Mim^ and the other ^mdingen$s Sefier^ 
" which is equal to 1000 ^^j, or 100 DenarUr 

• 

I might here repeat what I have before ob&r- 
vedj ■ that the Drachma and Denarii were never of 
ec^ual Weight 'till the Romans became Cobquenxi 
ot all the Greeks'y but that at long run, poffibly 
they came equal. As to Appian^ixA Suetonius^ they 
were late Writers, and therefore it is no Wonder 
that they agree in their Accounts > for . it nwift be 
gnmtcd, that at that Time, a hundred Drachma,^ 
400 SeJlcrceSy were much at one aod fhe (ame Value. 

I pafs by that concerning the Pound and Ounce 
and half ^^j-, the foreign and barbarons Coins, and 
Je'ivifo Money, as knowing nothing of the Firfli 
• nor any more of the Latter, than what piay be 
met with in Bifhop Cuntberland^ or in Bifhop Ibofr 
cr on that Subject. 

Page 32. But by the Way, the Doctor fpeaks 
oi Talent urn ^ which, as hetclkus, " was two-fold, 
^^ fignifing cither fo much Weight, or a Sum of 
^' Money: The Value of it differed aci:ordingto 

<* the 
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*^:thc different Ages and Countries in which it 

W E . arc riot here, told , what a Talent^ not of 

Ccmi, but of Weight, iwas amoi:^ the Romans', 

but as fiuT; as I remember, • /^//rwvwj reckons it at* 

p J : iZffRoTnan Pound. The Do£tor in the- 

^ 5^' next Pagp aMb foeaks of the Euboic Ta- 

hKtj ^ for called from Ewdsa^ an Ifland rieaf the 

^ Goaft. o£ Afttca^ mentioned by Livf, Some think 

" it Jthc feme with the Attick talent^ for the Minc^ 

? was: C^j«J5^«^ri^ or confifted of loo Drachma 

^ jitticdtj as well as the Attkk Mm. Herodotus 

.« feith, the Babylonian Talent was equal to 70 A//- 

^ mt EMboi^j and PoUm affinneth, that it was e- 

l» ^ ^ • ' " qu^ to 7000 Drachmae Attica : W hence 

"• 54' it follows, . ^^ That 70 Aff»*f Euboica^ 

^ were equal to 7000 Drachma Attica 5 and confe- 

^ quendy oneAfi»<^ Euboica^ equal to 100 Drachma 

* Attica y which is exactly the Number of Dra:cbma 

^ in the ^//fV/fe Mina. [] in Margine^ b. Livy^ lib. 8. 

^ Decad. 4. ' Herodotus j lib. 5. and Pollux j lib. p.] 

^ It was the Eubaan- talent^ that DariuSy King of 

** P^fi^ OTder'd the Gold in his Dominions to be 

« paid him;' 

The Doftor (eems here to have difcovered and 
ftated the true Worth or Value of the Euboic Ta- 
hU'j and if all that he has faid were true and in- 
difputable, he has done a very great Workj and 
if his Book had been publiflied, as I fuppofe the 
ift Edition was, and haid been, aflcnted to as credi- 
blc^ it would have faved Bifliop Hooper and me a 
great deal of Pains in fettling that difputable Point, 
as may. be feen at laige in my firft Letter to that 
Bjfliop, in the 9% ^^^ ^^ x^oi^ that follow, 
now extent in thefe MSfccUanies. 

N 4 Pat?. 
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Pag. 14. ^ There is fime Diverfity of Onoi- 
^ ons in Authors, about fixing the Value of uioie 
<^ Talents [above-mcndonedly the Tables are nude 
^ on the befl: Information 1 could g^. Theie is 
^ another Takftt much oldo*, and much Ids, dm 
^ any above-mentioned, which we may call the /&- 
^ merual Taleni of Gold, fuppofed' to be equal to 
^ ^ jittick Jurii. PoUux fp^iks of (iich a fUMf . 
<^ Eufiatbim upon Hamer^ itsckcxis it worth 24 
^^ Drachma y perhaps it may be of uncertaia Vahc^ 
^^ but that it was of an inconfideraUe Sura« is coih 
^ je£hired from the Paff^^of ShmeTj where dc- 
^ fcribing the Prizes at the Funeral of Pa^rdebSj 
^^ he put them in the following Order, ift, tbe 
^^ Captive Woman and ^ fripod^ zd, a; Mar^ big 
'* with Foal J jd, a Kettle 1 4th, two Taknts of GoI<^ 
^^ j-hjaBnifs Vial. Where the two TakMt ofGtM 
^^ are propofed as the moft inconfiderablePtiz^ but 
^^ one. Several Authors write, that amof^l the 
^^ oldGr^^^x a Talent of Gold was very fmiS% and 
^* the Conjefturc of the learned Bifliop^ of Batb 
*^ and f^i^lls feems to be well founded, that this 
" Talent of Gold, tho' not equinumerant (Infe^jKir 
'^ the Phrafe is) nor yet equiponderant {itro^tUfp) as 
^^ to any other, yet was equivalent (uMpafit§f) to 
'^ fome correfpondent Talem in Brafs, whatfoever 
'' it was, wnofe undg- Parts kept the Conmion 
" Proportion between themfelves > a Talent we may 
fuppofe of the Phoenicians^ the great Merchants 
remembered by Homer, For example, if we take 
*' the Vakie of Gold to Silver to have anciently 
'^ beeii as ten to one 5 the Rate it bore for a long 
^^ Time in Greece : And if we fiippofe the Value 
^^ of Silver, to Brafs of the Cyprians^ or Copper^ to 
^' have been with . their Neighbours the Pbceniciam^ 
*^ as one to .a hundred, (and for a long Time it 
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^ has fince generally went not itotich above that 
^ Value) we then have fix Attick (or Tyrian) 
«* Drachim^% Weight of Gold^ equal in Vduc to 
*• fix thoufand Drachma^ Weight of Brafs. 

I have tranfcribed this JPaflage, chiefly for the 
Citetion out of Qiihop Hooper^ begaufe his Book is 
both icarce and dear, and fhall alfo add .the Page 
where it may be found, which is here want ing^ 
afid would, for lack of an Index, require fbme Time 
to find it, which is in Page 43. 

Pag. af. ^ According to this ancient T^ 
^ kn$^ teHjie rcckottthe Treafiirc of King Dofoid^ 
w pjttticularly that mentioned^ i Cbronkks^ xxii. 
^ Now Behold in tny Trouble I have prepared in the 
^ Ehkfe of the LOR.D a hundred Thoufand Talems 
^ ef Goldj and a tboujknd thou/and Talents of Siher: 
^ which, according to the common Reckoning 
^ WduM amount m Gold Talents to the Vahie <3 
^ f7}^foo,ooo /. and the Silver come to abov6 
** 141,000,000 /. or reckoning according io the 
^ Decuple Piroportioft of Gold to Silver, the two 
* Sums woidd be equal. 

• 

PJig. J(5. ^ Jojepb. LiF. 7. jfntif. mentioniM; the 
** lame RaflSige, caHs both the GoH and Silver 
^ 100,060 9f^«Mf5> by whichj it feems, he fpoke 
^ ^cording, to fome more modern Calculation. 

Ih the fore-going Valuation of the Trcalure 
which . King David- provided for the Buikiing of 
Temple at Jerufakmy the Dofkor gives us feveral 
Accoimts both of the Gold and of the Silver 5 and 
yet methinks a, third is ftill wanting, concerning 
rfie Sum that would arifc from the old Talent of 
Gold, found ampngft the Girck Writers, and ge- 
nerally 
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nerally called the Homerical Talent. I fhall nothm 
trouble the Reader about the Difputes, what \m 
the Difference betwixt the Attick Aureus and the Rh 
7nan-,hni take the Aurei 5 of the Icflfer kind, conccra- 
im; which Pollux infoiTns us, that the Homeru§l 
Talent was equal to 3 Attick Aureij which were of 
the Weight of fix Drachms of Silver, which I am 
well affured, l;ho' the Doftor does not value them 
to high, did rather out-weigh, than 611 fhort of 
4 s. En|li{h, now thefe 4 s. multiplied by tei^ the 
lowefl; vialue of Gold above Silver, they anfc to 
40 s. or zL which tl. when multiplied by lopooo 
talents J which Di;7<£;iW had provided, if the Sciiptuit 
fbeaks of thefe Talents j the Produ6b will be xooooo /. 
Engliih > but I fhall not reft l^e^ but take No- 
tice that Plato valued Gold as i z to Silver, Darins 
King of the AJfyrians received it at the Rate of 
1 3, and the Emperors, after Conftantine the Great, 
at I to 14 I : I 4m not able exa^ly to give an Ac- 
count what the 3 Aurei would arife to at this Vidue^ 
but ^ far as I conjedture they fall not much fliort 
of 300000 /. wanting in each Talent about zs. Sd. 

ovr this being altogether uncertain, I will next 
borrow out of Mr. Birerewoodj what Account he 
gives of this J^w//& Treafure, andbecaufethe Book 
IS fcarce, you fhadl have it in his own Wards, who 
I think to be a very good Mathematitian j and his 
Accounts to be reliS on in all Things but this, 
that he follows 5«^^«j's Account, and reckons the 
Denarius no higher than jd. ob. by which I think 
a 1 6 th Part may be addea to all his Sums, where- 
cver we find them, 

H E firfl: begins with the Hebrew Sums of Mo- 
ney, cap. 4. p. 1 2. where he fays, Talentum Hebra- 
arum fontinet ponder e 3000 ficlos 5 — -- erga 3000 Jicli 
ad Talentum pertinuerunt i continet proinde i zoo Dra- 
chmas 



1 
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fbmas 'Attkas ut etiam Epiphanius oi^/^^f, valet 
frainde Takntum Hebr^um in argento 4^ nummis noftris 
57f J. Auri vero Tectum Hehaicufft^ fervata in pre^ 
C$9 Auti ad Argentum frap&rfione duodecupjaj qua mtne 
ulnque fere vi^et vakt deykfftro {nummo) 4fool. 

BuT.inh^s rth Chapter he giyes an Account 
of the Principal Sums we meet with in Scripturci 
Fag.. If J but ftiliit muft be ohfervcd^ that heproT 
ceeds . with a double ftalent to tfeat ■ o^ the Ajttick^ 
which he rates at 187// lox, too Jp?v in my Judg- 
ment. ' r . 

] J give this Notice before-hand, . tfcjLt young Be- 

Fngers may better .comprehend what follows, for 
fhall ufe three different Reckonings $ Mr. Brere-^ 
wood reckons tht Attuk Talent. 2X 187/. 10 s^ Dr. 
Arbuthnot at ipj /.- if s\ As to my own Compit' 
tation I muft (ikewife obferve, ; that ; in Compli- 
ance with many other Authors, and to avoid 
Confufion^ I Jjring down .the Dradma below it'3 
due Weighty but ^o noi advotVce' the Confular 
Denarii at all... , Havingi thus informed my Reader 
in what Senfe, and tor what Reafpn T Ilatci.an 
Attick Talent only at ioo /. I will proceed to give 
yo\xyix. Brer ewood*s Reckoning, as he gives Pa. ly^ 

I Ghron. % David reliquiffe dic{tur'^ 

xxii, 14. "^Solpiponi py-^ "femfli JFi?'- >4f 0,000,000/. 

bricAdemfiro {nummoj .j . 
Tb'dem J Praterea argenti prjieq- 1 - 

ideth opere 1 000000 Talen- M7y,ooo,ooo /. 
ta id facit de noftro j 
Pn Arbuthnot reckons the Gold at — 5'47,f 00,000/. 
And the 1,000,000/.- of Silver at — 54f, 000,000/. 
and then icdForms us£ :^' that reckoning according 
<^ to the Decuple Froportion of Gold to Silver, 

^^ the two Sums would be equal. 

I was 
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J was a long Time before I could fitid out tbe 
Meaning of ' thefc laft Words, or indeed ty vbt 
fakm he computed themi ^at as for my tel^ ^ 
tsr a gieat d^ of blundei^ I took a double jft« 
//fA ^km toexprds the yrtm/b Takmj and byswl- 
tiplying 400/. by 14 t I foAlndthem to amount fo 
about d.*! 8,060,000 /. But whether right at "HftctKt 
I mtift leave to the Detetminattonof themoierfdttit 
The Silver i,ob6,oo6 corheS to — 4oo,ood,oooJL 
But if you take the Gbldefi Tdent at ^ooopof. 
both Silver and Gold will make 400,^0^000/. 
both put tog^er, and yet, as many Tnink, too 
great a Sum either to be collefbed oy David^ or 
expended by St^omm, in order to wfaicfa, that the 
Reader may judge, the better, and pais hisSeQtence 
on It, I ihall eiu;li{h the vi chap* a Mr. ^f^rrami^ 
Page itf. intituled 

Confideradons upon the Number of 

the Gold and Silver left by Bavid^ to Solo- 
ffion for the Fabrick of the Temple. 

/ffave diligently cmfidefed the. ancient Hcbre^ Sums 
of Money fpoken of in Scripture^ and of their Weight 
and Value ^ hut I am fomewhat oppreffed with wot 
Pajfage of Hiftofy recorded in the ift 0/ Chronicles, 
ch. xxii. f 14. conferning the vajf NuvAer of Talents 
of Gold and Silver left By David, to Solomon, for 
the Building of the Temple ^^ for they far exceed the 
Treafieres of the greatefi Monarchy and the Wealth and 
Riches of all Princes of whom Hiflory has made men- 
tion^ thofe immenfe Heaps. of Money and Goldj which 
Sanlanapalus confimted in the Flames^ togefber with 
bimfelf^ excepted. Befide there was no Way for Da- 
vid, who had received no Treajifes from his Predecef- 
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furs to gather fo great Heaps^ as none of the moft ra^ 

pacious Princes 0/ the Romans, )Efreeks, or PeriiaAis^ 

from their "uafi and large Empires eve^raifed or /craped 

together I neither tjrtdy did that Work require fucb at$ 

immenje Quantity, of Gold or Siher*, nay^ not fo much 

if the fFalls a^ Pavements of the whole Teti^ bad 

been to be made of folid Silver j nor if a whole golden 

Bed^ and the inward PTainfcotting of the Walls inlaid 

with Gold would have required \ nor if all the Fumi^ 

ture bad been made of Moneys tbefe great Heaps for the 

tVork andWorhmenwouldnot onlyba^e been fujSicient % 

but even to fpare aifo : For I have confidered the De^ 

menfions of the Temple as dil^ently as I could^ andcom^ 

pared ^ the folid Bulk and Maffe^ and all Accounts being 

taken^ and found the Pro/vtfions exceeded the Ways be 

was to employ them y and David faysy he confecrated 

all this to God out of his Pweifty^ as the Remains of 

bis AffliSion and Wars^ by which be had been vened^ 

and exbaufledy and yet this Poverty ^ how much does, 

it exceisd the Affluence of the richeft' Kings ? Therefore 

it feems necejfary to fay that the Hebrew Word '^^2 

fignifies fomething elfe than a Talent^ or that there 

miglft befome other NoHon of a Talent j befidestha^ gi^ 

ven us^ or drofjon out of the HSflory of Moies. // is 

alfo certain^ that 133 figwfies fome plain and preffed 

down Bulk orMaffe like a Cheefe Cake^ in which J^m 

or Fafhim Gold and Silver ufed to be kept in the Trea-^ 

fury' of Princes ^ for we may befure that the Word« 

the Original is Plainnels or Flatnefe 5 from which Ac^ 

ceptatum nothing certain can be determined concemit^' 

this Sum of DavidV. Befides it may eafily be difco* 

veredbv the Writings of the Ancients^ that the Name 

of a Jalent had various Acceptations amof^ft tbem^ and 

fimetimes only figmfed afmall Sum. F(9r£upolemus 

as we find in Eufebius, in numbering up the Charges 

of the Tempkj by a Talent denotes a Hebrew Sicle^ 

thai 
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that is a Coin of 4 Drachms J^ei^t. And Vclir 
lu3t in bis Book writ for thf explainir^ of W^ords^ 
fays^ that' a talent of Siher was 60 Mmas, hut 
a Taknt of Gold 3 Attick Ajorci- (or ^ Pieces of 
Gold) that make ./at Drachma's 5 and that' in Anti-- 
quity a Talent of Gold was but very finally Homer 
not obfcurely Jhews us > who renting the Prizes content 
ded for at the Tomb of Patroclus, were of no great Van 
luei ifiA Captive IVoman j id a Mare with Foal-, id a 
Kettle y ^h two Talents of Gold ^ andphafmallFialor 
Brajs Bottle y were exhibited as the Rewards. Laftlj 
when the Sicilian, Ncopolitan, and Talent of Regium 
denoted a fmall fFeight j the ift 6 Drachms, the id 
tbreej and the ^d half a Drachm ; the fame Namcy it 
fnay be^ amof^ the Hebrews might Jometimes denote 
a very fmall Sum. * 

I F any fhall aflent to thefe Arguments of Mr. 
Brerewoodj for the leflcning the Weight of the Gol- 
den Talent, the following Words of Dr. Arbutb^ 
not will help to confirm him therein. 

Pag. 36. ^ Jofepbus lib. 7, Antiquit. mentioning 
^ the fame Paflage, calls both the Gold and SiP 
*' ver but loooao Talents 5 by which it feems he 
^ fpoke acciording to fome more modem Calcuh- 
^ tion. 

I Ihould have rather thought by (bme more an- 
cient Calculation, for 1 00000 Talents. of Silver a- 
mount but to 10,000,000/. according to my rec- 
koning : Jofi. Scaliger (as I find him fome where 
quoted) is faid to affirm, thzt Jofephusvr^s theFaith- 
fiilleft and moft to be relied upon of any Hiftorian*. 
that ever writ 5 but I think tnere is no great Rea- 
fon to believe it, but rather feveral againft it 5 for 
in many Things he feems to leffen Matters, that he 
might find readier Belief amongft the Romans. 

I writ 
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I writ this before I confulted Jofephus^ whom 
the Dr. tho* he quotes the Book, yet as too often he 
does ( as I ihall liereafter obferve ) omits the Chap- 
ter CHT S^ftion where the Paflage may be more lea- 
diiy found 3 for it may be met with Anfiquitat. lib. 
.7. €df. ii.and upon ij^rching for it, I fiiid the Dr. 
. moft have took it up at id Hand^ the Words nei- 
ther agreeing with the Latin nor Englifh Tran- 
ilation \ for both are different from the Ac- 
count the Dr. has given of them> for'inftead of 
calling both the Gold and Silver 1 00000 Tdents, 
he bnngs in David thus fpeaking to Solomonj when 
^ he macte him King before his own Death : Know 
therefore that 1 have already gathered ten thou/and Ta^ 
has of Gold^ and a hundred thoufand Talents of Silver^ 
mid an incredible Quantity ofBrafs and Iron^ of Stone and 
offFbod'y This Quotation out oijofephus is fuffici- 
cnt to confirm the Judgment I have above given^ 
of the Liberty he has taken in writing the Hi- 
ftory of his own Nation. 

I mufl now pafs over feveral Pages, partly for 
want of Time, but more for lack of Skill to ex- 
amine them, 'dll I come to Page the 4f . 

• 

Pteice 4f . A Paflage in the Code De Jrgenti precioj 
nins thus, " Jubemus ut pro argent i fumma quam quis 
^ Jl^fauris fuerit iUaturus infer endi auri accipiat fa--- 
^ cultatemj it'a ut pro.Jingulis auri libris argent i quiuos 
" SoUdos inferat. Suppofing the Solidi to be four 
^ Scruples, 10 Scruples of Gold were changed for 
*' z88 Scruples of Silver 5 this makes the Ptopor- 
^ tion of Gold to Silver, as 14 t to i. 

I have inferred this Paragraph for two Reafons, 

ifl^ Becaufe thete are very few Perfons, but thofe • 

th^ have ftudied the Civil or ' Roman Law, that 

Iboow how. to find out the Quotation, without 

.'. - the 
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the Place be aligned where it is to be fought 
for. idly, It is of confiderable Coniequence to be 
infonned of the Time when any Law was firft pro* 
mulged : For die Codex of Juftitmm conlift' of maar 
Books, and a great manv more Titles in each, and 
are not adl of u)« fame Date, nor made by the (am. 
Emperors $ tho' I think none of them rife higher . 
than Couflamine the Great. It was not veiy cafie 
to me to find the Quotation, for one mufl f(Hiie* 
times run over ii Books, and abundance of Tidcii 
'till any, but a Civil Lawyer^ can meet with the 
Book, or Title, when quoted in general. I had 
the Panders sjid Codex pnnted in Fcmo at j/ntwerjfj 
in a very feir Letter, which I mention only for 
this Reafbn, that the Confuls are fet down there in 
Words at large (better then in Hehicus) in two 
Cplunmss where I found the Conjkls Names^ and 
the Year in which it was enafked, and that is con- 
currant with the Year of Grace 55^, dated 11 
Kaknd. Mart. Caffario 6? Attico Confulikus. 

Page 45. " Pollux makes a Stater worth zJMRm^ 

which muft be underftood of one of 8 Drachms y 

'' according to which Proportion the Tettadracbm 

* was worth f o Attick Drachms : This Proportion 

* is obferved in the Tables, which I have not 
^ changed, being according to the Roman Way 

* of Reckoning ly Denarii for the Aureus j tho* 
^ the Decuplo Proportion of Gold to Silver obtain- 
^ ed, and was the mofl common Way of Com- 

* puting. 

I am almofl in as great an Admiration how a 
Stater came amongfl the Coins in this Place, as at 
the ftrange Confequence, which the Do&or endea- 
vours to draw fhmi' it. For if Pollux fbeaks of a 
Stater as a Coin, it mufl either be of 6old or oi 

Sil- 
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Silver : A Stater of Gold is reckoned but the Weight 
of % Drachms^ if of Silver of 4 Drachms j but nei- 
dKT of thcfe could be of the Worth of a Mina^ 
which is 100 Drachma^ and as the Do£kor and 
many others account them the fame with an hun- 
6xoi Denarii^ which as I have endeavoured to fhcw 
ia the fore-going Letters, is of the Worth of 
ftf Shillings, and better, ofourprcfent Englijh Mo- 
ney; So that the Doftor following the higheft 
Computation he gives of an Jureus^ otherwife cal- 
kd a Stater^ pretends not to State it any higher 
than If Denarii. I once borrowed Pollux:^ but now 
have him not by me fo as to confiilt the Place ; 
but am apt to fuppofe, that Pollux might fpeak of 
a Sejier^ as it is taken for a Weight j but the Dr. 
takes it as a Coin, and then confmering how many 
Drachms of Goldj viz, ^jlurei would amount to, at 
If Denarii to the Jureus^ he reckons proportiona- 
bqr, that a Tetradracbm was worth f o Drachms. I 
cannot but wonder how the Dr. could fall into fo 
many Miftakcs together, for an jittick Tetradrachm^ 
otherwife called a Stater j was a Silver Coin of 4 
Drachms^ and accordingly my Account arifeth no 
higher than is. %d. nor the Stater of 8 Drachms, 
Im there been fuch, no higher than 5* x. 4 ^. I 
have mentioned thefe Overfights, to prevent young 
Students from being confounded, and diftradbed by 
them J and as for Ladies and Gentlewomen, be they 
true or falfe, they will ftill continue as fond of the 
Do&or's Book as before, from the many furprizing 
Novelties difcourfed of, not long after, pag. no. 

T o which Page omitting all the Weights and 
Motrfbres the Do6tor has given us, 'till he returns 
fc> fj^oak f5f Roman Affairs > firft relating to their 
PovCrtyy next to their Wealth, and thirdly to their 
i#uxur^ : I am next in order to proceed, not prc- 

O tending 
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tending in the leaft to examine what I have not 
any Skill or Knowledge of 5 But before Igo any 
fiirther, it feems convenient, if not ncceflSy, to 
forwam thofe that fliall firft caft their Eyes upcm 
thefe Remarks, to take a View of the preceeding 
Letters. Where they may find upon what 
account I was induced to embrace the Hypodiefis 
that is there endeavoured to be defended. And now 
I fhall beg leave to borrow and tranfcribe from the 
Doftor, what I find printed in the Page afore-meor 
tioned, writ as well by the Do£tor in his own Dc- 
fencq as alfo ferviceable to my owH Excufe alfb. 

Pag; no. J Differtation of Komzn Money 

"* Affairs. 

*^ Altho* Examples propei; for the Applicadra 
*' of the Tables occur frequently in all ancient Au- 
^' thors, yet to comply with the Cuftom of Pub- 
^^ liihers of Tables, and to fhew the Ufe of them, 
'^ to thofe who are not daily perufing fuch Authors, 
*^ it feems neceflary to add a CollciSion of Exam- 
*' pies, which might accuftom the Reader to fuch 
*' Computations, (^c. 

I own that it is very ufeful, if not neceflary al- 
fo, for thofe that are to read the ClaiScks, that 
fuch Tables fhould be provided for them 5 for o- 
therwife they would be at a great Lofs to under- 
ftand the Sums they read of there > and for this 
Reafon I long fince provided my felf a Table of 
Sejierces^ from one Sefterce to many Millions, which 
I have acquainted the Reader of my Letters 
that it Ihall be publifhed at the End of thefe R b- 
MARK s, and as to Examples, I am provided of al- 

moft 
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, moft an infinite Number^ but never likely t6 be 
; publifhed in my Life-time, wliatcver they may be 
' afterwards 5 for I fuppofe an Ordinary Folio woulc^ 
J not hold them, and written in that Hafte, and in 
', fuCh ^ Hand,as I cannot poflibly at thisAge read them. 

Pag. III. " I do. moft fincerely, and without 
1 ^ any AfFeftation acknowledge my own Incapaci- 
■; ^ ty to produce any Thing perfeft on the Subjcft, 
'. ^ for W ant of Knowledge, as well as Leizure. I . 

^ only bag thofc worthy Perfons who are better 
•* ^ qualifiea for the Undertaking, npt to be angry 

^ with me, for having pointed Oy| a new Subjcu: 
• ^ in which they may fignalizCJflMfelves. 




I join with the Dr. inthe(elH|pP'tnd acknow- 
^ ledge my own Infirmities, whicElncapacitate me, 
^ bom for Age, want of Health, and lofs of Memo- 
f ry^ to attempt fuch an Undertaking. 
1' The Dotfcor prefaces his following Chapter, 
;* that in confidering thiJ Subjeft thefe Tnings natu- 
rally occur. 

** ifl, The finall Quantity of the Treafurc of 
** Emne in it'^ Infancy. 

Tak I n g thefc Words abfolutely, I concur with 
the Doftor upon this Head, 

^ zdly, What Proportion of Treafin-c Rome in 
^ it's Grandurc contained, in refpect of the richelli 
^ trading City at this Time in Europe *y which one 
** may call it's abfolute Riches. 

I have not Mathematic*ks to pretend to any Ac- 
tfmpt to do this,- and fhall pafs by the i foUovring 

O I Ob- 
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Obiervablcs, as in a great Mofure comained in the 
two fore-going ones. - 

^^ I have in fome Places marked the Chronolog)r 
" upon the Margin. 

T H I s is \exy ufefiilhr done, and if I xemember 
aright, it is olten to be met with in Mooficur 
Bardmfi'^.Hotcs upon Plmfs Natural Hiftory. 

^^ He will obferve the £ime precife Sums indif^ 
^^ ferent Articles 3 for Esiample, &xdc great £ftatt 
tt equal to a Failing. 




I was at fifl^HN^ furprized with this E^ref- 
fion, but wnPipKk^ explains it. 

^* For it pibceeds fiom 2, Caufesj ift, thei?^ 
" mans reckoning as we do in round Sums > fach 
" an one is worth ahundredL or two hundred thou- 
^^ fand *Pounds > and idly, my being obliged to 
^' compute precifely according to the Tables^ 

I firft obferve, that the Tables ought then to 
be very exaft, which I can no Way grant concc^ 
ning the Roman Money, defcribed in the Tables 
fubjoined to this Treatife. zdly, I conceive there 
is a great Overfight in not rendering them, in a 
Manner obferved by other Writers, who fcarcc 
ever gave any Account of a Sum that is not reduce- 
able to a certain Number of jlurei^ and I have fo 
accounted in my Table of Sefterces^ that there is 
never a great Sum, but ends even in our Monejr, 
in Pounds, Marks or Nobles. 

Pag. iiz. << Calculation is the propereft 



BOOK and TABLES* ip; 

^' Method, either to fupport Probability, or dete& 
«^ a Lie. 

I am here fully aflenting to this true Aflertion of 
the Do6kor*s. 

Pag. 1 1 1. " I have been fparing in drawing Pa- 
^ rallels, or univerfal Conclufion% my chi^f De- 
" fign being only to ftate Matters ot Fa£t. Be- 
'' fides I think it more refpeftfiil to the Reader to 
^' leave him fomething to exercife his Fancy, and 
^ Refleftions upon, rather than pre-occupy his 
*^ Judgment. And ind^jpd it is a SiSbjeft in whi(;h 
^' Matters of Fa£b being ftated, a Man in Bufinefe 
*^ who is ufed to Calculation, j^ a better Judge 
^ than the beft ClafScal Scholar in the WorH, 
^ without thefe Qudifications. • 

I acknowledge the Truth here 4plivered, and be- 
moan my Want o^ Skill in Computation, which has 
often put me to a great deal of Trouble, and made me 
liable, as I fear, to a great many Miftakes > but I 
hope all ingenious Mathematitians will eafily dif- 
cover them, and without any great Trouble correfl: 
them. 

Pag. 113. ^ The vaft Difference between the 
^* Riches of the Roman Citizens in the Infancy, 
*^ and in the Grandure of Rome^ will appear by 
^ comparing the firft Cenfus^ or Valuation of Eftates, 
^ that wwe made in the Reign of Servius fulliusy 
^ with the prodigious Eftate that they afterward 
^ pofleffed.. 

I p this be applied to every Senator, I think it 
is not true, and according to the Account that Ju- 

O i his 
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lus Gellius gives of the firft Claflls, it was no Ids 
than I If, GOO Pounds of Copper or'Brafe 5 and I 
queftion not but that any Gentleinan who has as 
much Land as that Sum will buy at this Day, n^be 
quidified to become a Parliament Man now at J^ejl^ 
minfter -, but for this I refer the Reader to what has 
been faid in my Letters, aiid the AdditicMis to 
them, where the Brafs is reqkone^ to aipouQt to 
66661. X^s. 4</. Englifli. 

P^. 1 1 f . ^' I N the Time of C. Ucinius the Con- 
*^ ful, A. U. 37^. the Limitation of Eftates was 
*' f op Jugera^ or 5 jo Engliih Acres. 

This Law ^^as propofed then, but not palled 
'till after 5 neither was there any Confiil atall at 
that Time, but a Di£bitor : Ucinius was a Pkh£^ 
an^ and none of that Order were Confiiis, 'till the 
A. U. 388. PJ/it arch's Camillus is quoted for it, 
but thofe that promoted the Lv^ were Tribuni Pk* 
bis^ and both became Confuls fometime after that 
Law was pafled i the Pgflage is toward t^e End of 
that Life, and in the Greek and Latin Edition, Pag. 
If 05 and in Livy^ lib. 6. cap. 3f. If therefore the 
chief Author of this Law, a Plebami^ fell ihortly 
after under the Penalty of it, 'tis an Evidence that 
the chiefeft of $he Nobility were not fo poor as 
Budam and his Followers would make them. 

^* The fame gradu4 Encreafc of Riches may be 
^' inferr'd from lome Account we have of Patri- 
^^ monies, and Womens Portions \ the Patrimofiy 
" of Tacita^ reckoned very great, was only X. M 
" ^m, 3z/. ^s. 10 d.'\ (pag. iYtdem) « Vol. 

Hbrp 
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* He r is Tacita is read for Tacioj and Faler. Maxi" 
mus is quoted at larger but it would be a long 
Search where to find it, for neither ^acia nor her 
Father Cafi's Name arc to be found in the Index 
P^armumy the Author is more excufkble, becaufe 
he has printed moft of the Words which! meet 
with in FaL Max. lib. 4. cap. 4. §. 10. The Dod- 
or values the decern millia Mris zt 31/. fx. 10 d.i 
He and I governing our felves by feveral Hy pothe- 
ies are. not like to agree in our Sums; you read 
what Value the Doctor afcribcs to ^acia^s Inheri- 
tance, which ajEter the Rate chat the Romans valued 
£ftates, not by the Year, but what they might be 
fold for out-right, after the Ufiial Value of-Lands 
in England^ would fcarce arife to^ 30 j. per Yearj 
But as I (hould reckon it, the jljfes being then 
Pound Affes^ to be .worth at leaft loooo Shulings, 
or f 00 /. of our Money > which was no inconfidcra- 
ble' Sum with us, before the PTeft- Indies were dis- 
covered. Befides inftead of round Sums, by which 
the Romans^ as the Do£l:or faith Reckoned, we 
find the Dodor here, and elfewhere, Ming down 
not only into Shillings, but fingle Pence alio. 

?agc I If. ^ MegalUa was ftyled the Fortune, 
f^ bccaufe flie had C. M. Mris 312/. lis. 4^. 

No Author is quoted for this Sum, but it may 
be found in Fal. Max. and in the fame Book and 
Chapter with that of ^acia^ or as we read it here 
Tadta 5 but I cannot find that her Fortune was C. 
M. Mris^ but ^inquamaa JiJilUa^ but in other 
. Editions, as the Notes lay, ^ingenta j if it be the 
firft of thcfei the Sum wiltout be half of what 
the Doftor gives > if the Letter, five . Times as 
-much: as the. Do&or aifigns to.it: But which of 

O 4 thefe 
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thefe three w the moft likdy^ without the Time 
when ihe lived could be noted^ there is no difcovoy. 

Ibid. ^^ I N hter Times, a common Fortune fer 
^ a Lady, was Decies Sefiertium 8072 /. 181. i^L 

^ Juviniil Satyr. 10, is quoted- 

It had been eafier found, if die Verfe fand been 
added alfo > or 366 Verfes, it may be read to na 
Purpofe. I iuppofe the Hctdux gives the Sum of 
Decies H. S. at 8071/. iSs. 4^. according to his 
own Table, but in my own, I have ^ca it at 
83J3 I. 6 s. S d. and all this gieat Difiercnoe in 
our Sums is, by theDodor's computing one Farth- 
ing lefs than I do4n every £oui H.S. or one HeMriiu. 

" IHd. Terentia^ decrees Wife, her Fortune was 
^^ twelve Myriads of Drachmsj 387^ /. 5 and Cicero^ 
^' own Patrimony, was nine Myriads of Drachms^ 

I N compliance with the Prafticc o£ many o- 
ther Authors, I have in my Computations reckoned 
the Drachma and Denarius as equal, tho' the For- 
mer was the Heavier > and yet ror all this Diminu- 
tion in my Table, the firft Sum amounts to 4000 /. 
and the whole Eltate of Cicero's Patrimony^ cxaft- 
ly to 3000/. without either odd Shillings or Peoce. 

I/^id. ^^ Tullfs EfFc6fcs' muft have been very con- 
^^ lidci-ablc, as will appear by fome Things that 
^' will be faid hereafter: He owns that he had in 
^^ J/ia^ bis (^ vicies I7j6xl 9s. 4^. Efifi. ad 

f^ Atticum^ lib. 11. • 

i \iVfc not leifure to feek after a Book, J know 

nor 
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not which it is, vrbcther ii or £, dot then, to 
read over the whole Book, before I could find the 
EpifUe. In one of my Letters to Bifhop Hooptr^ 
J complainod of this quoting Places at large, with- ^ 
out either Book, Chapter, Se&ion, orP^;e, where 
to find them: Till I fee that Epiflie, I ihalldoubt 
whether it was his own Money he fpeaks o^ or 
the Pubtick : And I reckon his vkies to amount to 
iSm/. 6s. S4L 

WUEK I was otherwife weary of Wridi^, I 
at laft fent for Cicero^s Epiftles, and found that what 
the DoGtoT referred to was in Cuero*s xi. Book, and 
J&pift. the firfl; % \dieie I find thefe Words. 

Ego in Giftophoro in Afia babeo ad H. S. Ins 6? 
n)icie5j hujus pecunia permutatione ^dem nojlram facile 
imbere $ quam 4pddem eg9 mfi exfeditam relinquerepu^ 
taffem^ cndens ei^ ad tu fis jam pridemmimme crederey . 
^wmmsraSus effim paui^fer mc domeftieas r$s impeditas 
r^a^MiJim 'f ob igamfue caafam firius ad U Scriho^ qu$d 
jftro inteUexiy- quid timendum ejfet. This beii^ found 
itfter I had fent what I had writ to the Pre(s, I 
ient this after it, to be fiibjoiaod to what went be« 
fore J and I likcwifc looked over many other Epi- 
ftles in that Book ) which convinced me that much 
of Cicero^s Wealth was not to be met with there, 
but rather, as I think, Tokens of his Poverty : 
But let that be as it will, I think the Doctor has 
led us fomething out of the Way, by quoting 
imperfeftlyj by leaving out the Word Cifiopho^ 
rtf, and only fayiM; that he had in JJia bis vicies^ 
which ufiially refers to H S. which was Reman 
Moneys but the Cifiephori were another Sort of 
Coin, and tho' not fo big as the Roman Denarii^ 
yet much bigger than the Roman Sefierces^ and chief- 
ly ufiwi by the Rhodiansj and b<M^ this Proportion 
p} thi^jftiifky that 4fOO JDrachms do to tfooo, 
. ^ which 
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which) if I am not miftaken, remleis them a 4th 
Part Idfs then a Drachma^ aikl therefore one Cifi9- 
pbous fhouldy at leaft, be equal to three H. S. And 
fliould not be reckoned Ids than three Times as 
much, or more, than the Do&or has given it in 
at I except this fhould be Cicero's Meaning, that 
he had fo much of the Rbodian Money, as wodd 
amount to Bis Centies in the Roman Money. All 
this is writ for the Exercife of thofe that are grea- 
ter Ciriticks than ekher the Dbftor or I pretend to be* 

Page 116. ^ Curio is recorded for contrafting a 
^ Debt to the Value of Sexcenties Sefterfium 484^7^. 
^ Val Max. tib. p. 

Tho' the Book be here (quoted, y^ the Chap. 
I. %.6. are omitted^ neither is it expidHed that he 
^ was a young Mao, and under the Government of 
a fcvere Famer, of which two the Author {peaks 
more judicioufly and elegantly, than ki fome other 
Places^ lib. p. eap. i . §.6. Confimilis mutatio in Do* 
MO Curiorum exiftit'j fiquidem Forum noftrum^ ^ pa^ 
tris graviffimum fupercilium^ 6? filii fexceniies fitfterti- 
tfm arts alieni ajpexit-, contraSlum famofa injmia no- 
bilium Juvenum. Itaque eodem tempore^ (^ eifdem pe- 
nalibus diverfa fecula habitarunt^ frugat{ffimum ahe- 
rumy alterum nequijjimum. My Table computes the 
Sum at f 00,000/. 

Page 116. " Plutarch faith that C^far^ he^oit 
^' he had been in any publick Office at Romej ow- 
'^ ed 1500 Talents 2fi87f. 

I have nothing to obferve here, but the Diflfe- 
rence of my Computation from the Do6tor*s, as 
lyell in Talents, as in Sejlerces s for I rate this Sum 

at 
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at 160,000/. exa&ly neither more nor lefs, the 
l!)iSerence betwixt us is iSizy/. which th9Do6tor 
falls fhort of me. 

P^e 117, '^ The Valuation of Craffus^ his Land 
*.^ E&te, by Pliny i,tf I4f83 /. Bis Millies^ is in 
my Account i6(i6666 /. 1 3 s., ^d. of which the 
Do£fcor falls fhort by r45f 81 1. 6 s. Sd. 

I fhall take no further Notice of the Differences 
of dur Computations, except I find fonie more 
than ordinary Occafion for it hereafter. 

Page III. .^ The Middle, or common Prices of 
^f Commodities, which Mankind have the fame 
^ Ufe for, in all Ages and Times, feems to be the 
^^ true Meafure for afcertaining the Quantity of 
'' circulating Money, in any Time or Place, and 
*^ there is no other fo Proper as Bread-Corn. 

I give my fiill Suffrage to the Opinion in this 
Point, and theMfore in my Colleftions never omit? 
ted it, where it was to be met with, either in 
Ef^landy or in any other Country, whene I found 
Mention of it. And becaufe the Word Modius^ 
by our EngliJB Tranflators, is too often called a 
Buihel J I think it neceffary to explain to the Rcji- 
der what is properly meant by it, for it was a Ro^ 
man Meafure, moftly made ufe of in Buying or 
Selling of Com: And now I will look Back to 
what the Do£tor has obferved concerning it, which 
I find in the 88, and following Pages.- And I finding 
it very exa6t, and that the Dr. hod perufed the befl 
Authors, Cato^ Cicero^ Varro^ Columella^ and. Pliny ^ 
who have fpoke the moft of that Modius^ it appear- 
ed to be one of the perfcdefl: Se6tions the Doftor 
had diiicotirfed of in the whole Book : Biit I have- 



mg 
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iog made a Miftake in this very Page I am now 
Writing, and was forced tO| daih out three or foar 
Lines together j I thought I would g^vc this Snb- 
je£b a fecond Reading, and by fo doing, I difco- 
vered it was not altc^ether fo plainly exprcflied) 
but that a vulgar Re^ikr might m fome Places be 
pofed with it^ and therefore b€£;an to examine it 
more nicely, andr thought that fomething mi^dit 
be added to it, for its better Explicatioii : fiut 
how to do this, I was for fome Time at a ftand, 
and knew not what Method I ihould take for it i 
at laft I bethought my felf, that none could be 
better than what I had obferved almoft thirty fovea 
Years ago, when I read under my Tutor the two 
firft Books oi Euctid^ which was then only taught 
us, to ihew how to put our Arguments mto §y{^ 
Ipgifms, in conformity to that accurate Mathe- 
matitian, who begins with Definitions and Poftu- 
lations. I think it Neceflary in this Place, to ac- 
quaint the vulgar Reader, who it may be will be 
more deilrous to underfland what is meant by the 
Moditts here fpoken of, and be informed what is 
underftood by the Meafures here mentioned : And 
therefore I think it fitteft to begin with the Word 
Pound, which is ftill capable of being better un- 
derftood, if we either know any Meafiires, either 
aliove or below it. To make therefore the Matter 
as fhort as I can, I muft inform thofe that are ig-^ 
norant of it, that we have two Sorts of Pounds in 
Englandy the one confifting of greater Ounces, but 
fewer of them, .which we call the 2re>y Pound, and 
when put in the Ballance, not fo heavy as the o- 
ther> which has indeed more Ounces, to wit itf, 
whereas the other has but ii> but dien thcfe 12 
are equiponderate to about 14 Ounces of the Aver* 
dHpoi5,y which has 16 Ounces. And which is more 

won- 
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wonderful, the lefler Ounces are £iid to cont^ 
more Drachms : The great Ounce, as in other 
Countries, contain but 8 Drachms^ and the feiler 
Ounce to contain, as I think, id; but then thefe 
i6. axjp but. half as big as the greats Drachms 
contained in the "troy Ounce. How this ccnnes to 
pafi, I cannot imamne, but I foppofe it has been 
long fo, and yet the late Aft ot rarliament, for 
relating the Price of Bread, takes no Notice di 
this Difference : And therefore at the firft pubHih* 
ing that Aft, I could not, after a great deal of 
Pains, make any Thing of it i for I found the Name 
of Drams often exceeding the Number of Eight, 
even towards i f . And was forced to feiid to Z©»- 
dm for the Explication of it, which one would 
have cscpefted, beir^ an Aft for Vulgar Ufe^ that 
Men ot the meaneft Capacities might have under- 
ftood and apprehended it at the firtt Reading. 
- BiTT from the Ounces, I now return to the 
Pounds, which in Part are fpoken of in the i5 
Page of the Doftor^s Book, even to a Nieety, that 
I cannot well imderfknd \ and thofe that will be 
fi> curious as to fearch for it, may find it difoour^ 
fed of in the Prefent State of EngkMd^ pag. if, 
which moft Perfons have^ that arc of Condition in 
die World, or may borrow it very eafily if they 
want it. Now it fo ha|^ens, that what is an jfver^ 
dtifois Ounce in En^and^' proves to be the fame that is 
a Roman Ounce m Italy y and that three Parts of 
our common Pound, for Fruit and Spice, is the 
fame with the Roman Pound of i z Ounces. So 
that Writing now of Roman Affairs, we ought to 
fpeak chiefly of their Meafures, and not mix thefe 
promifcuoufly, or fpeak fcantily of both, without 
giving warning thereof when ever we do fo : For 
all that I now write, was occafioned by my dif^ 

covering 
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covering that the Weight I had formerly givc% in 
my Mind^ only to the Modius^ did- not agree wkh 
the fame Weights defcribed or given to our Bo- 
fhcl in England: I confels this was mv Errour or 
Over-fight) for the Doftor has plainly {aid ly reo 
kons by Tray Ounces^ but I to underftand the 
better what a Peck of Oats was worth, computed 
it by the Roman Pound and Ounce, but here it is 
done to my Hand by the Troy Ounce ^ but I that 
am merely un-^iirdinArithmetick, cannot reduce 
one of thcfe Accounts into the other, but mv& 
revert back to the Roman Pounds and Ounces ta 
do it by. 

Hav I n g thus defcribed what I mean by a ^ 
man Pound, viz. iz Ounces^ or three Parts of an 
ordinary Avtrdupois Pound,- EngUjb^ I proceed to 
explain what is meant by a Modius^ with the re- 
fpc£t it bears to Meaiiires of greater Capacity. Wc 
learn from VaL Matianus^ in the very laft llines of 
his Treatifc, writ for the Information of the Ro-^ 
man Cenfor^ Things and Names, then being be- 
come fo obfoure^ that even the Chief Magiftrate of 
Romey did fcarcely undoiland them. And tho' I 
underftand the Words and Defign of the whole^ 
yet the Diftribution of Eftates or Things to be 
dcvided, arc fo nice and intricate, that if I fcem'd 
to comprehend them one Month, yet they become 
hard to me, and almoft quite forgotten by the 
next > but the laft Words, to which I refer, arc 
fo plain and eafie, that they are hardly to be e- 
qualled for Cleamels and Perfpicuity, in any Au- 
thor whatfoever, his Words are thcie : 

Menfurarum Uquoris atque grant expeditior (^ forma 
6? appellatio eft 5 Nam Quadrantal, quod nunc pleriqut 
Amphoram vacant^ babet umas duas^ modios tres^ 
femodios fex^ congios oSlOy fcxtarios quadraginta odOj 

Hem'h 
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Heminas^ Quartarios Cenhim mmginta duosj Cyathos 
quingentos feptuaginta [ex : The concluding two Lines 
contain the NoU Menfu!^arum 5 but we want Tipe» 
to cxprefs them j^, but may be found at the End 
of Gronovius De recuma Fetere^ 4to Edition, Page 
400, . The firft Thing I ihall obferve from the 
fore-going Words of Maliarfus^ is that the Modius 
was the 3d Part of the ^adrantal or Amphora^ 
which is agreed on all Hands to contain 80 Roman 
Pounds > and therefore tho* it was a Dry Meafure^ 
yet a Vcflel inade equal to it to hold Water, muft 
contain z6 Pounds and dght Ounces > and what- 
ever a Veflcl fo fitted with Corn, fell fhort of that 
Weight, fo much was a like Quantity of Water 
heavier than the Grain weighed againft it. 

There is another greater Veflel or Meafure, 
to which the Modius may be compared, and that 
is the MedimuSy which contained Jex medii^ as Cor- 
nelius Nepos iiibrms us, in the ^d SeSlion of the 
Life, of Pomp, jltticus : Speaking of whom he fays, 
Nam Univerfos frumento donavit^ it a ut fing^lis [ex 
modis tritici darentur^ qui modius menfura Medimus 
a^peUaiur. But I find that the Meafure of the 
Medimus is not fo afcertairfd^ as to give any great 
Light to this Matter, becauie the Medimus is ra- 
tecTat fewer Gotyle, than double the Number of 
Nomina^ by the Biihoj) of Bath and Wells^ p, 66. ' 
which, if I be not miftaken, are reckoned at the 
{fxxy^ Weight and Value : Therefore I return back 
to the Meafure that falls fhort of the Contents of 
the Roman Pound, and thefe are the Congios Odto^ 
which are made equal to the Amphoray aiS the 48 
Sextories equal alfo to the fame Amphora ^y for 48 
multiplied by ^zo Ounces, give exactly 80 Pound, 
which proves that i z Ounces were exactly equal 
to the RofnanVmvd. 
. • So 
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So that if we divide the Rmam Ounces^ gifCQ 
us by the DoAor^, by 12, thcY will give us die 
lUmM Pounds, by which all the (evccal five Afri 
of Com are eftimated W the Dodor. 

I now letom to the tlofkor's Tables^ which « 
the firft leading I was fo much takenwith, whidi 
are in the Forms following. 

Ps^e %%. Mmtim GalUeam - - 240 

Sardum - - 046 

Alexandrian— 250 ^ Roman Ounces. 
Boetian - - 1^2 
Affnain - - 261 

Pag. 89. In Ei^UJb Meafure and Weight tl»J5. 

Peck of V^heat. Ounces Xr^y. Pounds Ounces. 

GalUcan 21S--S17 ----18 2f 

Sardum 7 223 - - 979 18 8 

Alexandrian - - - 227- -621 18 ri|^ 

Bostian 229- -441 -19- — ly 

Afr'i€a» ----- 237 --637 19 9^ 

Concern IN 6 thefe two Tables, I was at 
firft View furprizcd with them for thdr Exa&nds, 
but afterwards upon reading Pliny himfelf^ the firft 
of them feems more difficult than plain y for to % 
Begiimer it gave him the Trouble of reducii^ 
Ounces back into Pounds. 

T H B zd Table feems altogether ufelefs, when 
Bread was no longer to beweighed by Troy weight, 
but by Jverdupois here in England. 

I will now give you the Account found in PUnj 
his own Woros, lib. 1 8. cap. 7. where having fpo- 
ken before of feveral Sorts of Wheat he goes on 
thus^ 

Ntmc ex his generibus qua Romam inveimMur l^if- 

Jhnum 
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fimum efi GaiHcrnn- atque CHcr&aitio ddveSfumj fuijppe 
nan excedurit in modiumvkenas Hbras fi quis tpfumgjra" 
tkfnfjmderat ^ adjicii Sardiuh feUbraSi^ Alexandrinum 
€^ "Trientesy hoc 6? JicuU panSuSy Baroticum tofim H- 
hram oddity Afiic^m 6? dodrantes. In Tranfpadana 
Italia /^(? vic^s qttinas Uhras f arris modios fondere^ 
€irca Qufium 6? fenas. * 



In E N G L I s It thus. 

Pds. Oun, 

of the feveral forts of Corn 
brought to i?^;^9 xhi^ French 
or Gallican^ and that of the| 
Cherfonefus (df Callipolis) ifj 
you weigh the Grain of a Mh- 
dius it will not exceefl lo /*.' 
^ The Sardinian adds to the?^^ 
"^former Weight half a ^.— j 
The Akxandrian adds to' 
the fortiier Weight a Trient 
^ The Weight of the Sici^ 

llian Wheat the fame 

S The BaotiaH adds a whole>2, j 



GaUican 



Z(b 6 



Sardinian 

Akxandrian 

Sicilian 

Baotiart 

African 



20 p 



10 p 



5 That of Africa adds a ^-^^^ 
(dranUm. • 5 

Near the ,P^ in jff^fy^ ^^xr 
Modius weighs iflb.- ^ ' 

Near Clufimn z6 lb. — X6 



After this Pliny goes on, i>^ r^r/^ nature 
ut in quocunque genere pani militari tertia portio' adgra^ 
Idpondus accedat j ficut optimum ejfe quod in fubaSfu 
cmigium aqua capiat, ^uibnfdam ger^ibm per fe pon-- 
dMs > Jicut Balearico modio tfitici panis pondo XXX 
reddit. ^uibufdam in bmij miffis^ ut Cyprio &? A- 
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lexandrino, XX prape bbras^ nfm excedeMibus f Cy- 
prium fufcum eft panetnque nigrum facit^ itofue mlfct- 
tur Alexandrinum candidum reddmtque XXV p(md9, 
Thd>aicum Ubras adjicit. 

B ECAU s E. there is a Pailage in this laft Quota- 
tion which I do not well underftand, and to ihew 
how diligent an Author Plifry was in alnK>ft every 
Thing he gives an Account of in his thirty fevcn 
Books of Natural Hiftory 5 and to acquaint the La- 
dies where they may divert thcmfelves almofl upon 
any Subjeft I will give a Tranflation out of Dr. 
Philemon Holland of the Words fore-going. 

'^ Be the Com whatfoever it will, this is the 
'^ Ordinary Proportion by the Rule of Nature, 
^* that ^being made into down-right Houfhokl- 
*^ Bread for Soldiers, and to ferve in the Camp, it 
*^ ought to weigh as much as it did in Com, and 
*' one 3d Part over and above. This alfo is a Rule 
*' that the beft Wheat is that, which to every 
" Modius will take, and drink up, a Gallon of Wa- 
^^ ter, e'er it be made Dough 5 And yet fome kinds 
^' of Wheat there be, that will yield the foil Weight 
^^ aforefaid in Bread, and never count the Water go- 
^' ing thereto 5 and namely, that which cometh out 
" ofthe Balear Iflands > for a Modius of that Wheat 
^^ yieldeth in Bread 30 Pound Weight > yet other- 
^^ whiles it falleth out in fome kinds of Wheat, 
'^ (being blended two Sorts together, as namely that 
'* of Cyprus and Alexandria^ \^ereof neither exceed 
^^ little or nothing more than 20 Pound Weight 
^^ to the Modius) that the Bread made thereirf wUl 
^* arife to the ordinary Proportion $ for the Cyprian 
^^ Wheat is not bright, but brown and duskiih, 
" and therefore maketh a black, kind of Brcad^ in 

*^ wWch 
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*' which the AUxcmdrian Wheat which is fair ancT 
^ white, is mixed with it, and fo both together 
^ do yield in Bread if Po\ind Weight, the Wheat 
^' of Thehes addeth a Surplufage thereto- of one 
^^ Pound. 

I iiippofe Pliny here tranfcribed out of fome for- 
mer Author, for I cannot well underlland him, or 
the Tranflator j for when two Sorts of Com of 
10 Pounds the Modius being mingled together, what 
wonddr ii there that it mould yield if Pound in 
Bread^ when about ten Pound of Water had been 
added to it: For he had faid before, that a 3d Part 
of the Weight of Com, when baked, was to be 
expected more than it was before the Water was 
added to it 5 for that would make fomewhat bet- 
ter than i(J Pound in all, when put together. 

Pag. I II J FdR the better Underftanding what 
the Do£tor lays in this Page^ concerning the Price 
of Com, there ought to be confidered, both the 
Time and the Courfe of this giving or felling: 
I remember that I once noted fome defeft in Livy^ 
or Pliny^ in making that a dear Year which was a 
cheap, or a cheap which was a dear > but it is im- 
pofliDle for me now to call it to Mind again, nor 
can I, I fear^ difcover in what order the Do- 
ftor's Quotation ihould be placpd > but confulting 
fome Notes I had formerly taken out of Mr. Hard- 
win's Edition of Pliny^ that Manius Martius is fpo- 
ken of by him before any other, who gave or fold a • 
Modius of Com for. three jijfes 5 and Phigius is 

?uoted for faying this was A'>- Ur. 198, in which 
'"car I find i^^iy, lib. y cap. }i. thzt annond prvpter 
ofuarum intemperiem labofatum efi : And in the fol- 
lowing Year he fays, ab Mquis pr^eda porta ingens ; 
%i P 5 Earn 
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Earn propter imfiam ^trariiCmfiln v^^ hh 

vidut tamen res ad exeratmm fvi\ by wludi^ as I 
now find, PUftf leckom Com cheap, ^riicn Imj 
fiMns to fpcak it dear. I can no w«y aficnt to di 
Value the Doftor puts upon the Affes^ 'tfll it be 
fettled better than it is, what the VHue of Brafi 
was at ]kffm at that Time, which has been the 
Enquiiy of the fore^goiog Letters. 

Ibid. ^ MifMius Augwrims^ the devcnth Tribune 
^ of the People, br^ight the Price of Meal, in 
^ three Markets, to an AS for every Rmum M- 
^ dius. 

Mr. Hardwiffs Notes places this under the Year 
517, AO' Urb. butias I have noted the Year in my 
own Uvy^ it fells in with the Year before, whcai 
Sp. Melius endeavoured to gain the People over to 
fomc ill-defign of his, to overthrow the Common- 
wealth, by giving Com to the Common People. 
L. Minutiusj by publick Allowance, did the like to 
difcover Malius^s Intentions, and thofe being found 
out, he was accufed before the Di£tator, and re- 
fiifing to come,i and calling out for help to his 
Party, the Matter of the tforfe fent to fetch him, 
flew him : And his Goods being fcized as a Rebel, 
Minutius difpofed of them to the People. Part of 
the Story being thus concluded, Livy^ lib. 4. c. 16. 
Lucius Minutius Btn^e aurato extra portam trigeminam 
eft donatus nee plebe quidem imntaj quia frumentum Ma- 
lianum ajfibus in modios ^eftimatum. And tho' PH^r^ 
ftiles L. Minutius the nth Tribune, yet Livy bng 
before him argues thus againft it, Munc Minutium 
apud quofdem Authores tranfife a patribus ad pkbem 
undecimumque tribunum plebis Cooptatum-, Jeditionem 
mot am ex Maliana cadefedajfe invenio. Caterum vix 
rredibile eft numertfm tribumrum patres augeri J^jfps^ 

idqiii 
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idftfe p9tiffifnum exempjum a Patrieio homine infroduc- 
Ufmi^ mc deinde id pUhtm concejfum feme I obtinmjfe 
out certe tentaffe 5 fed ante omnia fefellit falfum imagi- 
nis tituUsmj paucis ante annis lege cautum^ ne tribunis 
CoU^am GOdfM^e liceret. 

This laft Paragraph is added by mc, not any 
way in Rektioa to the Doctor, but to ihew that 
many FaUhoods have paflcd current at Rome^ whilfl: 
it wp in it's Splendour 5 . amongft which I reckon 
this Opinion, that Brafs was reckoned as 840 to 
^vety aad that the Roman Denarii were never 
heavier than 7 in an Ounce of Silvci:. 

Page izi, ^* ClodiuSy when Tribune, made a 
** Law^ that Corn fhould be given to the People 
^ ffOiHsj which was befoite Sold, the Modius for 
" Jimis ^is ac trient'tbus^ at which Rate the Quar- 
^ ter comes- to i(Sx. jrf. xq. c. Plinius. 

Fd.n lack of the Place where Pliny relates this, 
I k^ow not where to feek it: Nor can I con- 
ewe how- the Do£kor fhould raiie the Price of a 
(^laiter to fo high a Rate, when a little before, 
iji the Caie of Martius and Minutius, a Modius fold 
at one AS^ the Quarter Ihould but amount to a- 
beiit 2iS. whien it was but fold for lefs than an j4Sy 
cwdy p Parts of 1 2, it fhould rife to 16 s. ^d. zq. 
but i may fey with the Poet, Bonus aliquando Dor-- 
nutat Homerus. 

Cicero introduces Ferres bragging, that Wheat 
waft at two Sefierces the Modius^ which makes the 
(^larteP 10 j. zd. i iV f . and this makes the lafl 
ThtQg I bbferved, altogether irreconcilable with 
Txuth, . except four jlffes fhould prove fomething 
Ids^ than 9 Parts of one AS. 

What I have hitherto writ, has been in great 
PaiQ of the Gout, and now on February loth, it 

P 3 i^ 
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is both in my Feet and Knees, and is got into my 
lef( Hand, and muft be expefbed by mc very ihort* 
ly in the Right alfo. . - 

Pag. 114. The OpimianWvac is here ipcduno^ 
and the Price affigned, but die Place in P/fiQr is not 
cited where, and may be fbuixl in my firft Letter, 
to be in the 14th Book, and Ch. 4tn of P&rx. I 
have not Ability to tranfcribc the whole Para- 
graph, nor may a&ent that it was a Cydtbus^ but an 
Ounce that P/r^ fpeaks of ^ and if the Dodxt 
means that, if we reckon by the CyatJms^ yet en 
I not agree to his Price neither j for two Ifummy 
or two H: S. Bfc rated 'by the at 4^; and not at 
3d' $ i 7; I^either can I allow his^ BinendatioA 
out of Bddifus in the Maigcnt, Singulas uncias bhm 
(ita Budseus Jmt) ctmftitmffe nohili exen^h Docuimusi 
for in the pth Page of the fame Lettcflr, I have 
quoted thefe Words of Budaus^ Sit^uUe unctdt fith 
gtilis H.S.. conjiiterufit} neither yet does the Cyasbus 
contain z Ounces, but t^ie 6th Part of i o Ounctt 
only. This Obfervation has reminded me of an 
En'our of my own, reckcming both the JFfemim^ 
and the Cotyla^ at iz Ounces a Pieces but I wiB 
nowCorreft it, before it* go to the Prds, for fiich 
is the infelicity 6f my Memory^ who can (carce 
remember any Thing, that is not in my Sight and 
l)cforc my Eyes. 

Pag. i2f. ** There are likewife recorded Times 
^* of prodigious Plenty, which catlnot be dnwn 
^^ into any Rule, as that fpeeified by PHny^ when 
^^ ten Pounds of Oil were fold for an A Si and 
'^ likewife at the Triumph of Metellus^ when neap 
*^ an EngHJb Gallon of Wine, 30 Rtman Pounds 
^' of Figs, iz Pounds of Fldh, and a Peck of 
:. . - — .«f Meal 
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'^ Meal were fold each at an AS 3 t? f . Ptinyj 
^^ lib. If .cap. X. 

I am forced oy my ill-ftate of Health to pais by 
n>any Thin^ unexamined, and efpecially when the 
AJfes were Pomid Afes ; but now the Do£tor de- 
fcending to later Times, when we both may bet- 
ter be afliired of the Value of the jiffes^ poffibly 
we may come to fomewhat a nearer Agreement % 
I have examined the Place in Pliny quoted for i i 
Pound of Oil being fold for an jiS^ but I can 
find no fuch Thing in that Book and Chapter: 
hoi what follows is not quoted by our Author at 
all, . but may be met with in the 1 8th Book and 
3^ Chapter, but in what Year this happened, is^* 
not noted by the Do£tor ; and I think it muft be 
P^/fy, lib. 8. c, 6. where he tells us it was in A"* 
Urb. fQi5 but ftill how to value the Things men- 
tioned, depend upon the Weight the Afes then 
bore. We are told by Pliny^ that the jiffes in the 
I ft Punick War, when thofe Elephants were taken, 
were reduced to jij/es Sextariiy or two Ounce 
AJfes 5 fp that they were but the fixth of what 
they were before. But the Do6tor is caitied 
away with Bud^eus's falfe Opinion, to make no 
diflterence between an ^*y at one Time, and an 
if iS at another J but if my Hypothcfis take Place, 
and we fiippofe the Denarii to have altered as the 
AJfes did, tnen ^ixi AS Ap- Urb. foZj amounts not 
to fo much as four half Ounce Ajffes afterwards j 
which fhortly after Anfwers to a H. S. only, or 
14. Englijhy and renders the Prices very Cheap,' 
b^t not fo incredible as otherwife they would ap- 
pear 5 and differ not much from what is reported 
by Polybiusj and other Authors afterwards. 

Pag. 1 17. To return to the Prif e oYCattle ; « As to 
» P 4 ■ " Hoxfcs 



^^, HdrTes.Zii/jHrtdlsus, that thera wem. loooo 4P 
^^ fes given out of the PubUck Mooiwr.to thp j^m^ 
^^ tes::^ buy Hdsfes, and, that tha Widm^ wpie 
/^ obH«d 1^ caojCiibuts towank thch* Kcqria^ 
^i the »ua6f toocxjtps. |f, as^ is roninyyilyiijf 
^^^.pdfedy thoewece twoHodcs, theLfincecr thtti 
^ViKaa jiA f£* lo^i or jier Hujfe, i6X ax* iid. 
rir^t^Q ^ a»i ^J* Feeding cama youte to 

w j,if. 4J. 7^; 



I dad not inteod to have any Ai^gonutt ^mtk the 
l>oftoc upon this Foipt; but fincc tfa^iae isnuiclf 
tkfit puj %c, thoiifeght tddependupon it, I fli^ Vib- 
i^c^ that this PafEige is QOt menkioned £ tl^unk by 
any othec Author; and that the MsUterJof$*a^ 
to. agree^ wc& enough with; Lisjyl's&mL Tupc^ btt 
npt at all with^the Age in vrhichr &in&if^ ^kfiW 
ordained the Cenfus^ nor voth the Price of Shc^ 
and Oxen, appointed \xy a l^aw fo^ie Yeais afto*. 
I baften forward, leaft i ihould. iucMenly be fiirpri- 
2ed^ that I could not write at ajl's and yet I inu4i 
add what indeed 1 had forgotten wfaoi^l writ thi% 
that I have fufficiently treated hereof in the jth 
Page of the fore-going Letter toDr. .Stf/MM^i 
Vfhere I have fhewn that loooo u^/ miiltiplied b|^ 
8:y/. gave 80000^. which divided by 240 rf, an Eng- 
lish Pound, arifcs to 3;; /. 6 i. 8^. 

« 

Page 14P. ^^ The Outfide of Cif^^'s Hoqfe was 
J', valued at vicies Sefierda i(Si4fA itfj. 8df« his 
*^ Gountry-Houfe at TUfiulum was fold for yzf fl. S. 
J^. fSfil.'ijs. lid* both at under Jtates. ' 

The Rates put together in all amount to 1*708 /. 
Plutttrch Gr. pag. 88f , ^nd in tJ^e fd» V<rf» Btit p- 
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jdi &ys, that 7i^#:^ff;i^ had kft him an empty Houfe, 
aixl involved him ii^many ai\d great D^bts, andbe- 
fides: of«ixivr «»^x« ptffeMMJkt indebted many Miihom 3^ 
fix &r was Ci^^^O) as the Doctor thinks hirn^ from. 
bei;Qg. i^h aod wealthy. 

Eag. Iff. ^ Pliny mentions, the Purchafe of a 
^fi Vineyiua in the iViii^iej^^ Liand, which at a cheap 
SF. Rate cam^. to 60000 K ij. 4^4} A if/. /*//»y, 
^. Hi. 14. ^^ 4. 

B B CAU s E the fiacre was Q^ention'd, aiid {q is 
cafier to find, I fent my Pedee th^ fetches and car- 
ries my Bopks down and up, for I am geoerally 
pedibus Captus^ for it, and confulted the Place, but. 
found nothing, that I thought, fit to fupport the 
066bor-s Difcovery y but peaking of Improyement 
made by the Labour t>f ' StheneUis^ whp was iui 
ted by his Neighj^ours to have d^lt^ with the 
vil, lie thus goeS; on. 

Sed maximt^ ejufdem Stheneli opera Rhemmio Ra- 
kemoni, alias grammatica arte celebri^ in hifce XX an^ 
nil mercdto Rus D. C; nuntmum ineodem Nomenfano^ 
d$cim lapidis ab urbe diver ficuja. Efi autem ufquequa- 
^pte. mta^ vilitas mercis per omnia fulurkana^ ibt tatnen 
^fMOficimoj quoni^m ^ negleSfa^ per indiligenfiam pradia 
paraverat^ ac ne in^ pejjimis quidem ekganiims foH. 
Hec agjrejfus excokre noh viiijute animij fed vamtate 
primo^ qua nofa mre in illo fuit^ paftinatis de integro 
liirnis curA Sthen^i dum: agricolam itnitntur^ ad vix 
credibile tniraculum perduxit infra oSlayum anntm 
CCCG nmrmm enHpfori addhd pendente vindewia. 
cmurritque non nemo ad fpeSandas uvarum in iif W- 
neis ftruesy Uteris ejus altioribus contra id pigra vicif^ita- 
te fibi patrmmnte : Novijfime Anneo Senpca principe 
turn truditioms ac potemia qua pofiremo nimiajuit fu- 

per 
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per ipfum minime utique tnirafore inamum tanto prae^i 
ejus anwre capo ut nm puderet invifo aUas & oftenifh 
ro* trader e Palmam earn emptis quadruplicate yineu 
ijlis intra decimum fere cur a annum > digna opera qu£ 
in caciibis letinifque ngris proficeret : quando (^poftea f^ 
penumero feptenos culeos fingula jugera hoc eft amphinras 
centenas quadragenas mufti dedere. Ac Ttequis viSam 
in bqf.aruiqmtatem.arbitraretur idem Cato denos culeos 
re dire ex jugeribus feripfit efficacious exemplis nan mark 
plus temerata conferre mercatori non inrubrum titusLh 
dicumve merces petitaSy quam fedulum ruris Jarem vim 
antiquijpma claritas Maroneo in Thr acias maritima 
parte, genito ut Author eft Homerus. Neque emm fa* 
bulofa^ &c. 

All. this whole Paragraph I have caofed to be 
tranfcribed, i ft, to fliew that this is no fufficient Ar^ 
gumentoftheCheapneisof Laodini^^i^. zdly. To- 
fliew what great Encouragement is given to Mens 
taking Pains, and the great Profit that may arife 
there-from. • 

Pag. Iff. ^' Budteus reckons it was a Centuria^ 
*^ the Centuria confifted at firft pf loo yugera:y 
*' afterwards by a Continuation of -the fame 
'' Word, and Impropriety of Speech, it came to 
'^ be reckoned 200 Jugera^ tho' according to Cato 
'^ a Centuria of a Vineyard confifted of joo Jugera. 
^^ at this Rate a Jugerum of this Vineyard came to 
" 48/. 8 J. gd. and an EngHfli Acre to 77/. los. 

I fee no Rcafon why Budaus Ihould think it a 
Centuria^ or if it had been fo, I fee as little Caufe 
why it was not rcckon'd at the Time Rhem. Pak- 
man bought it at 200 rather than 100 Jugera ^y for 
the Sum, if divided by an 1 00, feems to mc to a- 

rifc 
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'^ ri& no higher, thAi i o /. and if loo, but f /. an 
= Acres fo that I think one Way or other there muft 
beiome Miftake in'this Matter 5 befide Palemon is 
7 £ud to have bought i?«^, a Country, or Farm, and 
^ not a Vineyard, 'till he converted it to that Ufe j 
« this I think will appear more likely by what next 
' follows. 

« ' » ■ ■ . 

■ I ■ • ■ 

B« Pag. If (J. ^' T fi[ E R B is another Taflage In Co-- 

^ ^Mmella^ which makes, the common, or middle. 

t ^. y^ly Rent of a Jugerum of Pafture, Meadow, 

a ***or-Copfe Land, i6s. i\d\ in //^/jk, at this Rate 

o ^ the Rent of jm Acre (£»^/(/&) comes to i/. j-j. lo^/. 

^ ' Land was reckoned commonly at if Year's pur- ' 

^ chaiC) for the La;qds of the Government were 

I ^ fo Ictt, paying according to the Rate o£ ^per 

1. " C^t. {d) Columella lib. 3. prat a pafcua ^ filvae 

\. ^ fi Cint$nos H.S.^fingula Jugera efficiani optimeDo-^ 

J ^ fnim confulere niidmPur. . 

■ • ■ • • . ... 

' .♦ 

Which in Englifli is this. Meadows^ Pafiures 

and Wor>ds feem very nvell to anfwer their Owner* s 

% EpipeSlation^ if%very {Roman) Acn yield him an bun* 

rt dredVk.^. that is i6s. ^ d. of our Money •, aridthere^ 

r fore this feems rather the. bighefi than middle rate of 

fucb Lands. 

{e) ^^ Hygen. de limitibus veSligal ad rationem 
'* ufura trientes. 

This Quotation feems to relate to Lands ia-f 
haroad andout of Italy ^ that.they were foLett, thar 
the Tenant paid no greater Rent for them, than 
if he had put out his Money at 4 /^r Cont. This, 
J think, is the Senfe of this Place. 

■ " ^* A 
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•^ A Puicbfl&«£ fooyxibtMMiiiipai^ sqooa: 
<$ Mr a Year} at^diis lUtc^ accoinng tai'ti» fbi«r 
« mentioned Rent, tlic B^Mdu£& of aa Jbgigfr 
^ Aaeof fuchLaad wa&.\«oitlL );%./; f & voi;,(f) 
*^ PM19 B. 7. Eflmm. . 

I can find nothing in ttiat 7th Book of. PB. 
wfs Epiftles that feems to look this Way, excq% 
the Xlth and XlVth^ but neitbA* '4»f/tfaroii i^- 
p0ar to me to come hbqie to tke AmhfMc'a Btt^ 
{3ofe. ThQ Ccuatcntioa arifijag aWilr hit ifiliM* 
1^ Part of a9 Eftate taaLa^^ iKfaai tihcyl^PiKH^ 
Ucans that "were to hasirethe ntJi 6aDCl::«Mt^ 
of Lands, vaiuod dieni. highec thaa^ApK-iiad fiM 
themfbr^ but how canitMgaii)ie9Qific^ 
vdifitNumherofYeais Lanck was thctadfirfdjtti^tbeie 
ift a Place iscQrommMfj Book 4. cup.f^ p^^tipou ^Dih 
ceroing t|de Epiftks oi^&tf hva wqim^ wdl de» 
ferving to be viewed by aU Gcii^jb. vhafefi^^ 
which flicws Grofwvius to have been a very great 
Mafler in, Arithmetipk and Coinp«itati<mf^ 

I T is plain enough that if foooocar yiddcd- boii 
theRentof xooboMffvftvaYear, ieiiUtbeban^ 
at tf Years: purehaie^ for tlic IdSor Son is. cotta»^ 
edanthe gccater twenty five Times^.. 

Pag. If 6. " Tidty mentions in his Epiftlesto^- 
^^ ficus^ a very cheap Putbhafe^. a$i a^i BiftanQe of 
^' the Badnefs of the Times, it comcsj«r Acmoolj 
^* to i/. 95. %d. 

Hb&£ ane feveral Things wanting it), this P^ 
giaph to make it plain 1^ firicwhether lie hemipeakt. 
of a Human Acie, andif that be fiippofed. as. thaaar 
nual Rent, it does not prove it's Cheapnefi^ but 
Deamels, and if it was. the Purchaie Mon^,. and 
is to be divided by :zf, it would come to about 14^. 

an- 
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4 annual Rent ^ but what is worft of all^ we muft 
look over all thcEpiftles before we are fure to find 
\ ki and whm fbuoo^ it may ftill be difputed whe- 
i tiu»* the I>>dor has ^ven m the true Meaning 

3idem. "The l^rice of Land was confi(fcrably. 
a ^ encreafcd, by the great Trealiire that was brought 
'^ " to Rome in Uuguftus's Reig^. 
a 

^ii T H I s is moft certaiidy true j But the very next 
:a Inftancc following of the yaft Price Jul. defm 
y gave for xk^Fwnm might be objefted as a Proof a- 
Mi gainftit^forit ooGl H.S.Millies which are 83333^/. 

h 

33 I cafually taet with thefe Words Page itfo. 
3c " Mabkithrum had rifen from one Iknatius to 
'i " 300, that is to 8/. 13 J. 9d. the Oil of it only 
3j ** 60 Defu&ii i /. 18 J. s>d. 
I Many Things feemcd to me very furprizin^ in this 

Paflage, 'till I look'd for the fame in the Place quoted 
d: in I>r.^(?//ii»ef sTranflation^where I find thefe Wotdsj 
z^ It is ftrange and monftruous which is ohferOed in the 
B Pricey for it has rifen from one Denier to 306 a 

Ptmnd whereas the Oil it felfdoes coft 6b. I had not 

known what Weight Pliny had been (peaking of^ 
:<; whether Pounds, Ounces, or Drams \ but that in the 
::; hatin it is plain, as the Dofkor has quoted it ; but 
^f the Qjiotation diffors from Dalecampius'^s Edition^ 

for the Dr. here more truly reads, oleum autem ip^ 

I Jkm in libras X. LX. which I was at firft ready to 

^ think the X after libras had fignified ten Pounds ) 

^; btit the Sum that followed would by no Meam 

; agree to it. 

J I N this Place the Dodtor's Quotation (hewed, 
i^ th^ Pfiiyy fpoke of Pound|, and the Doftor (uppo- 

fed 
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fed he had fufficicntly provklcd'againft it, having giv- 
en Notice in the Title of this ix Ch^terj butfer 
the avoiding MiftakeS5 the Word Found migh: 
have been add^ to ^^ery Particular Drug, the vaft 
Rife of the Plant it felf from i Drachma to 300 or 10/. 
Engliffa) is, as Pliny Remarks, monihuous % but that 
any Poimd of Oil ihould be cheaper by the Poufid, 
than the Herb out of which it was drawn, or iu^- 
ftra£ted from, and at the fame Time, for there is 
no Difference of Time mentioned, is altogether im- 

B>ilible, and therefore this might have deferved the 
oftor's Explication, or at leaft Obfervatioo. In 
this Place the Price of the Oil, as I reckon, fhoidd 
be 1 /. exactly 5 from whence likewife it may be 
noted, that my Valuations run naturally into Poimds, 
Marks, and Nobles, and theDo6ix>r*s are very fel- 
dom found to do fo. 

Pag. 1(5 1. ^' OpobaJfdmum ^00 Denarii^ the Sexto- 
^^ rius per Englifh Pint %l zs. i \ d. is the Price 
^^ as fold by the Publick 5 but as it was adultera- 
" ted, it brought the Owner/>^ Pint zjL os. 4V. p 

The Do&or cites for the ifl Part, Pliny likf. 
c. 2f . where there is not one Word to this Purpofc 
to be found, and for the latter Part, Pliny lib. 12. 
cap. If. both are mentioned. I know not certain- 
ly that a Sextarius and Englifh Pint are equal j but 
if thev be, I fhould render the Price of one 10/. 
I muft alfo note that Delacampius reads the Words 
thus, ^ippe fniUibus Denarium fextarii emptiy veth 
derate fjco trecenis Denarii s v^eniunt 5 in tantum ex^ 
pedit augere liquorem 5 and if millibus be fight, the 
Sum arifeth to 3 j /. 6 ^. 8 ^. 

Ibidem. ^^ T h e ' Oil of an Indian Grain, and 

*« ufed 
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" uifed for Smaiccper Pint fs. 6d. and J^/»/. C«r- 
^* ///, ^^^- f • CCXL Denarii Amphora. 

The Do&or is here too hard for me, becaufe I 
do not underftand what Proportion there is between 
that and a i?^;^;^ Pound; for I think according to 
the Quotation, this Pint would be of equal Price 
to eight Roman Pounds and better, but how to re- 
concile our Notions in this Cafe I know not. 



Pag. i6z. ch. X. I muft in Hafte, and for lack 
^ of Health and Time, pals bv the Chap, of the Prices 
of Slaves, and the next ot Pi&ijres, with few of 
no Obfervations. 






Pag. 1(5 5. " The Price of Slaves was regulated 
" afterwards by Jufiinian at much lower Rates, 
*^ the loweft at lo Solids, and the higheft at 80, 
^ the Solids were the^»m of that Time, and roo 
^ Solids niade Dena or 10 Seftertia. 

' T H o' I have not Time to coniider this PaP 
fege with Care, yet it feems to me at firft view to 
compute Sums by Seftertia when they were quite 
<hit of Ufe 5 and I dare not examine whether his 
Sum be right or no > but this I ain ptetty fure of, 
that -to Solidi were then reckoned as of equal worth 
with f /. izs. of our Moneys and confequently 
100 ten Times as much, viz, f6l. only. ItroUows 
f( aUb, that if f Solidi makes f (S s. the f th Part, or 
mie Solid, will be 1 1 j. 3 d. q, or there abouts, rec- 

* koning Gold to Silver at i to 14 1 5 but of this, 

* fct lack of the K^nowledge of Fradioris, I cannot 
^ be certain 5 But upon reviewing what the Dr. 

{ays, that 10 Sefiertia made 80/. 14/. jd. I difco- 

ycredthat he reckoned by i/. aS*. 100 of which made 

7 . . . . 4 jiurei 
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into If 00 Denarii^ which gite iccbi^i^ to my lec 
kohing, 30 Denarii to a Pound Englifh, the whol 
Sttin ^nfount;ed to 8^/. 6s. %d. loihetKing nibi> 
than the Do&br's^ becaufe he iedkoid by 7 f ^. ti 
the Denarius^ «iid I give each 8 d. 

Pag. 168. " PUny (kith, that histjncle tiDid hin 
^ he could have fold his Conimentaries, being i6c 
" in Number, to Largius Licinusj for 400000 m^iv- 
^ mL ^its>l. is. 4d. He tells you in the fameE- 
*' piftlq diat they were wrote on both Sid^, and 
^^ m a finall Hand (a) PUny^ Ep. ad Marcum. 

_ • ■ 

Hbre the Doftor quotes PUnfs fifties at 
largq fave that he (ays the EpilUe was writ to Mar^ 
cum ^ but where fhall we find this Marcus^ for kl 
the Index^ or ifomenclator of thofe Pliny writ EjH- 
ftles to^ there is no fuch Name as Marcus occurs) 
but with fome Difficulty and Labour t found th^ 
Paflage in Ub. 5. Ep. f . written to Macro and not 
Marco : If the Do£tor had read this Epiftiq it 
is like he would have found the Diflerence between 
the Senior PUny and the Junior his Nephew, be- 
caufb diis refers to Manufcqpts never puolifhcd by 
their Authors % I will give the Price according td 
my reckoning, which always exceeds th^t o/\hc 
tto&or's, and is 3333/. 6s. Sd. 

Pag. 169. ^ T H I s is a greater Sum than jAi- 
'^ ffofk paid tor. a few Books of Lncippus thft Phi- 
" lofojpcr, vi?. 3 jfnick Talents^ yrhichGeHiusisdth 
^ made Tiooo mtmmi of Roman Money 1 both ways 
" of reckoning, according to the Tables bring is 
" to f8i /. fs. which is a Proof of the right i- 
« nalogy and corrcftncfs of the Tables. 

Jhad 
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I had not here taken Notice of this Paflage, but 
hat the Doftor alledges it as a Proof of his Tables ; 
3ut as they came to one and the fame, according 
o his Value of a Denarius^ fo that came to the 
>um according to mine > he rates both at ySiLf s. 
ind I at 600/. 6 s. Sd. 

Pag. i(Jp. " Diogenes Laertim in the Life o£ Pla^ 

* to &ys, that a few Books of Pbilolaus were pur-^ 
'^ chafed for loo Mitue^ which Gellius interprets 

* 1 0000 Denarii^ both Ways of Reckoning bring 
" it to 312/. 18 J. 4^- 

So do they both come to the fatne Money by 
my Reckonings viz. 333/. 6 s. %d. but then it is 
to be took Notice of tlwt the Athenians were brought 
under the Roman Yoke before jlulus Gellius his 
Time. 

■ • 

Ibidem* ^* T h ft Prices of Magical Books men- 
^ tioned to be burnt in the ACI'S of the APO- 
" STLES, is f Myriads of Pieces of Silver, or 
^ Drachms^ thsit is 1614/. lis* 8d. 

-B ft CAUSE this relates to the BIBLE I will 
give the true Sum, 1666 1, i^s. 4^. 

^' T H E Cuflomary Salary which Princes gave 
^ to their Phyficians was 2f0 Sejlcrtia, ioiSi.4,s. 

But I reckon them to 2083/. 6s. Sd. being 
unwilling that the Salaries fhould pafs under iheir 
true Value. 

Stertinius complained that he had oftly a Salary 

(^ of 
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^ of foo Seftertia^ 40^6/. pj. zd. whea he had 
" by his private Piuaicc 600 ife/^/a, 4&4$/. ifi. 

But according to my Table, the ift Sum if { 
4666L i}s. ^d.*y the uij foooo/. 

«« O NE FemusFalens left C«»//i?j H. S. Sojipil 
^^3 J. 4</. for publick Buildings in his ownCoun* 
^ try, naving (pent as much more in the ^meiMaih 
^ ner. 

My Table %s 83533 7, ^^- 8^. 

Pag. 170- " A Brother of StertiniuSj after hav- 
^ ing fpcnt a great Eftatc on publick Works, 
^ (lasBud^tus has reftored PiJK^ij^) Sefiertium iriceMi] 
" 241187/. 10 i.'* But my Tabic 6.ys zj'oooo/. 

7^/^. ** We have an Inftance of the Fees of. one 
^' Country Gentleman to a Phyfician, amounting 
^ to above 1600 L 

The Words are ducentis H. S. and arc cxaftly 
by my Table 1666 1. 13 J. 4^/. but it's likely in the 
Do£tor's Tables it might not much exceed idooi 
otherwife he would not have left it uncertain whtf 
the Sum was. 

\ 

Pag. 170. It is faid in that Page, ^ That when 
^^ Lawyers Fees came to be ftated, tflpian faysthqf 
^ were limited to an hundred Aurei-^ but T^acitui 
^ fays in the Emperor Claudiuses Time, the limit 
^^ was demSeftertia or loooo H. S.'* Which in my 
Table arifes to 8 5 /. 6d. Sd. but how the Dofitf 
makes 100 Aurei pafs for 80/. or more, in Ulpan'i 
Time, I laio w not -, for by Mr. Greaves'^ Aureij pag 

III 
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til. they muft be mightily Men before the Time 
that Ulpian writ in. 

3ui. " Pe/pafiofu who was a penurious Prin<!e, 
^ gave yeariy Penfions to Greek and Lafin Orators 
^100 Seftertiaj Soy I. fs. lod. which was double 
^ of that given to decayed Senators, being only 
" 405/. Its. II rf. a Generofity much exceededin 
" our own Nation. 

I can fcarce guefs how P'ejpafiarfs Generofity is 
fo much exceeded in our Nation 5 but if it be trucj 
thole Orators muft have S3 3/. 6$. Bd. and the o- 
Hier 4,161. 13X. 4^. 

Pag. 170. ^^ We haVe in another Place taken 
• Notice of FirgiV^ Eftate amounting to Sojipl. 
^ 3 i. 4rf. he Was rewarded for the zi Lines that 
^ are extant on Marcellus^ in his tfth Mntid^ ten 
^ Seftertia a Line, 80/. 14^. jd. the whole Sum 
*•• amounting to i6pf /• 6 s. 3V. 

I have pafled feveral Pages without any more 
tfian cafting my Eye over them, becaufe I washaft- 
niecL and therefore could not regulate any Thing of 
an Efkte^ that I know not the Words by which 
(t was valued, but the ten Seftertia in my Table 
ife 83/. 65. Sd. and the whole Sum, if in hafte I 
have not mif-reckoncd it^ i7fo/. All the Plate 
smd Jewels 1 fhall pa{s by. 

Pag. 177. ^ Nero ftakedj inftdad of DeMtii^ 3229 /. 
'* zs. 4 k upon every Cart. Where did he find 
t« Play-feUows ! 

^//f/^wV/i is quoted, but not the Chap.orSeclion; 

Q^a but 
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but it is to be found Chap. 30, where it is faid, 
quadringenis in punSIum H. S. aleam lujit > which Suih 
the Tranflator of Suetonius calls 400 Sefterces upon 
a Point 'y but in that I think he is miftaken, for 
that is but 33/. 65. Sd- but it being here fpokeo 
of as a great Extravagance > it mult mean as the 
pr. has I think taken it for 400000 H. S. which 
in my Table does but a Uttle exQced the Dodor*! 
Sum of 3129, beingonly 3533/. 6s. Sd. Butlmuft 
haften, lead, as it often does, the Gout ieize ok 
Hand after the other. 

Pag. 181. Chap. xyi. This Chapter recites djci 
Donatives given to the Soldiers j amongft which, w 
far as I can fee on a fudden, this feems the greateft.] 

Pag. i8z. " jlppianus makes another Donativr 
*^ of Julius Cafar*s amount per Man to f 000 JttiA 
^^ Drachms^ or 161 L 9 s. zd. double to the Let 
^^ der of a Company, or 312/. iSs. 4^. to the 
^' Tribuni Militum^ and the Equites double of this 
" laft Sum 64f/..i6j. ^d. 

« 

In this, as in moft other Places, the DoSor 
makes not his Sum, or that of the Romans^ fall in- 
to round Sums, at leafl in our Money 5 though I 
think he might, as mofl others have done, brought 
the Roman round Sums, into round Sums of owcr 
Nations, as Budaus and others have done, by com- 
uting by the Jurei only.j as they alfo fall in my 
"ables, for the firil makes 166/. and a Markj the 
zd, 333/. and a Noble 5 the 3d, 666 1: i^s. 4I 



?•' 



Pag. i8f. jiuguftus left by his Teftament to the 
Common People per Man z /. %s. fd. i. I 

Sri 
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^ Suetonius lajrs he left to the People of Rome 
^ 312916/. 13X. 4^. and to the Tribes zSzff /. 4^. 
^ I d. for which he quotes in Augufto^ c. 41 . Legavit 
" ppulo Romano quadringenties^lrtbubus tricies quinquies 
^ H. S." I find in myTable that thei ft gives 3 33 3 33/. 
6s. Sd. and the next i6fi6l. 131. 4^. but I can- 
not yet find the Place as here quoted, either in the 
Latin or Englifh Suetonius 5 but I have fince met 
with it, chap. loi. Now fuch Miftakes as thefe, 
both in Book and Chapter, are very inconvenient to 
the Reader, and I might have done it oftner than 
once : And tho* my Table was contrived as well as 
I could, without I had troubled my felf or others 
with minute Fraftions j yet even the leaft Fraction 
. when it is multiplied by vaft Sums, becomes very 
confiderablej for in a Roman great Sum, a fmall 
Fraftion in the Denarius amounts when it comes to 
Thoulands and Millions to a vaft Sum, as fhall be 
here^ifter takelh Notice of, for my Memory will 
not ferve to give an Inftance of the (udden. 

Pag. 1 87. ^^ Julian promifed to the Soldiers per 
^ Man 101 /. i6j. f ^. T to chufe him Emperor. 

I can only note that I have not Dio by me. 

Pag. 188 " Gabinius was accufed of taking a 
* round Sum of i,5>37,foo/. 

i 

It was loooo Talents^ as I remember, which a- 
mounts to looooo /. arid if the Fraftion had been 

« 

added,' to a great deal- more. 

I muft now pals on to xviii Chap, concerning 
the Revenues ot the Roman Empire. 

Pag. i8p. "The Tax upon Tillage may be' 

0^5 ^^ rcc- 



/ 
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'* reckoned at two Shillings the Pound in anile 
^ Ground, and four ShilUi^s in Plantations. Jf^ 
^* pian de BtU crvili. 

I mention this only as remarkable. 

. Pag. 191. ^ Paulus jEmilisis after he had ow* 
'^ come Perfius^ . King of Macedcniaj brought into 
^' the Trealury H. S. MMCCC i,M^770 /. i6s. 
^' 8d. 

A F T E R my Table iy^i6^666l 13 J. 41/. 

3id. ^' iS'^^/j^ having conquered j/«^i0£^, broi^ 
^^ to it bis millies i,6i45f83/. 16 s. %d. 

iNinyTable i ^66^666 1. 15 J. ^d. 

3id. "Before the third Punkk War, wM 
*' (y^^e/^j 7«//i^5 and LmcUis Jmlius were Confidsi 
^^ there was in the Treafury of Gold 1 68 1 o Pondi^ 
^^ which reckoned, in the Decuple Propordofl, 
" is 4ff,97i /. f J. : Of Silver 11070 P^ 
*' fp5(54/. 17 J. 6^.: Momj Sexagies bis (^ Sf^ 
^' HS. ^oj^il 10 s. zd. wnich in all come to 

*f j-66f77/. <i^. 8^- 

to 

This Paragraph is foniething out of my Sphere 
but for Example fake I will endeavour to imkc 
Trial. 

I N my Tables to avoid Fra£tions, in every Pound 
I have caft off 6^. and might I think have made it 
7^. ^^. but I omitted the Penny rhalf-pcnny, and rec- 
kon but the Pound at ^6s. 64. it Iqem^ to vat to 
?Tiake at firft foiop/. ^ndthen multiplied by al> 
cuple Proportion to §ilverm^es yoiopo/. out of 

whicli 
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which take the Do&or's Sum 4f f i^i /. there re- 
mains 4fiip/. the Doctor's fs. being omitted in 
diis Reckdning, and yet I am fhort by at lead i d. 
dk, thro* the whole Account, which will be very ea- 
fflycorrcfted by thofe that are better skilled inCal- 
cufattoH) for it amounts to about 107./. 6 s. ^d.% 
bat I no way relv upon it, I being now in hafte, 
lod my Head ana Hands out of Order. 

The Silver, rge6bing the Fraftion, amounts to 
iij96 L and to a great cfeal v^ich I have not Time 
to calculate y but think with the Fra£bon included 
it comes in all to (Sir 80 /. and better. I have not 
been nice at all in tnefe Calculations, that Leam- 
cw may have Opportunity to try their Skill > for 
I have found by Experience, that the finding out 
of a Fault does nold luch Perfohs long in their Dif* 
covcry of the Errour, and does them more good 
than the paffing over exa£l: Calculations, which 
thqr take upon Trail: only, 
: I come next to confider wh^t the Sexagies Bis [^ 
8f 400 H. S. put together will amount to > but I 
am ibmething at a Stand what to make of the Word 
Bis^ coming after Sexapes^ and not before;^ it. I 
guds therefore that it may fignifie z Parts added 
to (Jo, be they hundreds or thoufands, or any Thing 
that is then numbered, and fo taken, adding them 
ther, SexoffesBis 8f400 H.S. according tomtr 
le amount to ft^jS /. exaftly, which exceecte 
the Dolor's Sum, (as it fhould of Courfe do) 
1657/. 10 s. ti d. 

Pag. ipi. ^* W H E N Sextus ykUuSj and L. Mar- 
^ cius were Confols, there was in the Treafury 
** i,9XO,8zp Pondo of Gold, fi^iotj^6 /. it s. 

6d. 

0^4 This 
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^^ T H I s is according to /fm^al^^s .Explication of 
^ Plmfs Numbers j hut the Sum (eems too extrava- 
^^ gant, aud perhaps the Numbers ,2irc not corrcft. 

• 

I muft confefs I do no :way underftand the Do- 
lor's meaning in this PlacC) nor his Figures, nor 
whence he borrowed thcm^ nor thofe in the Quo- 
tion XVI. . XX. DCCCXXIX. The Number 
given by Pliny ^ both in my Latin aiid EnglHh 
Tranflation, agree in DCCCXLVI jfuri Poni^: 
But tho' I can make nothing of the Do&o'r's Num- 
bers, yet by fome Notes. I tojok out of Hardwin\ 
he reckon'd the Number of Pounds to Iwvc bcm 
1520839/. which would make m ^French Money 
p}j,fP7,f04, and in oox% 'j7i799Yf9^l* But %i^l 
multiplyedbyi/. i6s.jd.ob. I thuak rifeth no hi^ 
cr in a Duplicate Proportion of Gold^ then to 
47540 /. Englifh Money 5 but this Computation i 
true, as I doubt it is not, is too inconfiderablc a 
Sum to have any coherence with what is aimed at 
by the Hiftorian, . 

Pag. ipi. '^ C<^r brought at once to theTrca- 
*^ fury 6fOoo Talents, xi,j'p5,7fo/. 

I F C^efar had ever brought 6fOQp Talents^ they 
would amount at leaft to 1 3,000,000 /. But I can 
find no fuch Sum in Plutarch's Life of Julius Cafar. 
And fince it is not to be found there, it is a great 
injuftice to put the Reader, to go in fearch after a 
Sum that can no where be found 5 except I fhould 
he fo blind a? to ovcr-^fec it my fclf, which I think 
I did not. 

Pag. I pi. " Ttberius left in the Treafuxy mia 
.^^ Mncs millies. Sucto^us in Caligula. I 

I foinc- 
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I ibmewhat doubt that this Poflagc is not to be 
(bund in Suetonius^ at leaft I cannot readily meet 
with it : But vicies fepties millies^ in my Tables, a- 
mount to zijf 00,000 /. which exceeds the Do6tor's 
Sum by a Million of our Money. I have fince 
found It. Calig. caf, 37. 

^ Appan foeaking of JEgypt^ lays, that in the 
^ Reign of tnc iecond King after Alexander:^ there 
^ vas in the jEgypian Treafury, 74 Myriads of 
^ Takf^s^ ox 191^166^6661. • . 

Tho* I have Colle6bions out of Appian^ and 
moft Greek and Laiin Authors in Manufcript^ I am 
not in any Condition to coniiilt them 5 but take it 
for granted, the Dr. here exceeds my Table, where 
they do not amount to above 148,000,000/. So 
that one of us muft here be miftaken. , 

^* Strabo quotes Cicero^ mentioning the Revenue 
" of Egypi^ to have been in the Time of^uktes^ 
f^ Father to Cleopatra j izfoo Talents^ Zyfii,87f /. 

I know not well by what Talent the Dr. com- 
putes by, but if by Attick^ it makes the Sum far 
fliort of what it fliould be, if the Alexandrian Ta- 
lenty were the fame with the Judaic. 

Pag. 193,-4. " The Dr. computes the yearly Re- 
^ veaucotAJia from Herodotus J atz,8o7,457/. ips. 
• . * ■ 

How happy had it been for the Bp. of Batb and 
ff^eUs and me, had we met with this Calculation, and 
giveil credit to it j for then we had not remained 
altogether uncdtain, whi^t-was the tnie Interpre- 
tation of Herodotusy fo as to make one Part recon- 
cilable 



234 Remarks on Dr« Arhnhnoth 

cilable with many. See my L b t t £ r to liie Bi* 



cuabie witn many, oee my j 
ihop^ on this Suojeffc) p. 87. 



Pag. IP4. ^^ In SylWs Time^ the yeariy Tri- 
" bute of JJia. was f 000 Talents^ pSSj fo I. 

These Sums relating to the publick Income 
am of more Confequence, than the pfivate We^th 
of any Peribn, and therefore oug^ to be mbit 
carefully adjufted: In my Tabfes fooo Takmsj a^ 
rife to an ititire Million of^ our Money, 1,000,000. 

,3id.. ^^ Plutarch faith, that Ammiy made Afia 
" pay, at once, to Myriads of lidenfs^ j8,7f 0,000 /• 

Twenty Myriads of I'akfits aic zoo,ooo,ooo, 
which multiplied by zoo/, comes to fiich an xm« 
menfe Sum, that mere is no believing it: And 
therefore, I fiippofe, "Talents are here mentioned in 
the Place of Dracbma% and zoo,ooo,ooo amounts 
to 66^666^666 1. 6 s. S d. But upon further Con* 
fideration, I fancy there is a Figure wanting ill 
the Do&or's Sum, and that it ought to have been 
j88,ooo,ooo, or thereabouts, by ms own Tables. 

Jhid. ^^ B u T yippian writes, that this was the 
^^ Tribute of ten Years ; fo that in jtmor^^s Timc^ 
^^ the y?arly Tribute of AJia^ was two Myriads of 
" Talents^ 3,87f,ooo/. 

Those two Myriads^ by my Tables, amount 
to 3,000,000 /. I have not Time to compute any 
of the following Sums, 'till I come to Vejpafian. 

Pag. is>f . ^^ Vefpafian^ at his AccefSon to the 
^^ Empire, faid, that to fupport the Common- 

^^ wealth, 
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^ we()kh) there vas need of no lefs than J^i^rm- 
^ ffmies AiRjUes^ ^iz^9i6^666L 13/, 4^. which 
^ is a Sum ;fo ^^^eat, thftt it feems imgc)ifiblc to be 
** raifed in many Ycar$ out of the Taxes of the 
^ whok iEn^rc. 

^uadringefaies Millies^ in my Tables, arifes to 
U3j^»,j^iV. 65. ^i. in which two Sums tJie 
Pr. J^-^ij: of »iw by ten Millions and 4i(J<Sf 4 /. 
Englijb Pounds : Such a Difference has i Farthing 
in 31 made in our Reckonings. 

Page 100. '^ Nothing ever came up to the Ex- 
^ Uiavf^wccs of the Expences of the Funeral of 
^ Hiipffafiipnhsf Jiexander^ being no lefs than izooo 
^ Ts^mUy or z^tzf^oopl. ; . 

WjHicH amounts jtn my Tables to 1,400^000 /. 
I intended to have concluded with the great Sum 
^f^^fiM^ ifithe Dr. p. xpf. But that I tihK>ught 
it vouW i^ objoSbed^ that tho* we diflfcr'd tsen 
MiUiof^ of Engtifi Moocy, yet the Dr. might be 
nearar the Ri^t than I % becauie both the Dnch- 
m^ and the Denmi wei^ then fallen to about the 
Hate that .die Dr. has valued them at > but in the 
foi«*g0ii3g Accounts, I am certainly within Compafi 
pf the laiatb, and the Dr. fer below it, as will ap- 
pear alfb in the Sums next following. 

Jind. ^ J^ Curtius affirms, that at Sufa and Per^ 
^ fif^lisj Jkxander got no lefs than i yoooo ?i- 
^ knis^ or ip,o6i,f 00 /. 

BiTT according to my Account 30,000,000/. 

P^.ioi. '^ Aforer all-rf/rx^»ferlcfi:,inhi$Treai- 

" fury, 
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*' fury, at his Death, looooo Talents^ i9yi7TjOOoL 
" No wonder fince his yearly Tribute, as Juftin 
" hath deUveted, was 300000 2ife»r/, fSyizy^oool 

After my Computation, the .firft arifeth to 
zo,ooo,ooo /. and the latter to 60,000,000 /. 

Pag. zoi: ^ Tbucy4ides af&rms, that there were 
^ in the Caftle (at Athens) at one Time, 6000 
^ Takvis^ I,i6z,f00/. 

I N my Tables i z,ooo,ooo /. 

Pag. zot. '^ I ihall conclude this Chapter with 
^ one Inltance of the Afiatick Riches, tnc Credit 
*^ of which Story, I leave the Authors to anfwcr 
^^ for : It is the Value of the Trcafiire of Sardam- 
^* palus^ yrith which he made a Funetal*Pilc, for 
*^ himfelf and Family, when he was befieged by 
^^ Arhaces^ '^^ ^^ ^^^ jWi?^^J. Athevkeus makes 
'^ the Value oi the Treafure of this Pile, to a- 
" mount 1 00,000,000 Talents j which reckciKd in 
^^ Babylonick Talents^ amounts to i6pf3,iZ5',ooo/. 
" this was only the Value of the Silver : There 
*' was befides, a tenth Part of that Number of 
'^ Taknts of Gold y which, if Gold was reckoned 
*^ in a Decuple Proportion, will juft double the Sum. 

I rcclconing 100 /. to anlwer 6000 Drachma^ but 
much too low, and within compafe j to which add 
a jGxth, to make it a Babylomjb Talent^ or 23 j } 
The whole Sum, omitting the Fra&ion, comes to 
Z3 300 Millions, or 13 300,000,000 /. of whicli Sum 
the Dr. foils fhort, if I miftake not, 6 345,87f ,000 /. 
But this is fuch a vaft Difference, that either one, 
or both of us mufl needs be miftaken. 

Pag.' 
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Pag. 2,07. I N this Page the Doftor tells us^ that 
^* David laid up of his own Morlev, for Building 
^ the Temple, 3ooo'2^/?»/jof Gold, 18,600,000/. 
*^ And 7000 Talents of Silver. The Princes of the 
'^ Tribes gave towards it f 000 and loooo Drachms 
^^ of Goldj 3i,ooo,fi6/. lis. 4^. loooo Taknts 
" of Silver, 3,87f,ooo /. and 18000 Talents of Brafi, 
^^ and 1 00000 Talents of Iron, i Cbron. xxix. 

Pag. 208. *^ DoFuid prepared in all for the Tern* 
^' pie 100000 Talents of Gold, 610,000,000/. and 
" 1,000,000 Talents of Silvei*. i Chron. xxii. 14. 

"In thefe Computations the Shekel is fuppofed 
^ Quadiiiple of the Drachma^ according to Jofepbus ; 
^ And the Proportion of Gold to Silver is fixteen 
" to one J the Talents in, Paffages of the Old Tefta- 
" ment are ftated double the Jttick^ but in Pafla- 
" ges of the Jpocrypha^ that Jttick Talent is ufed. 

The Dr. has here told us that the Jewijb Talent 
is. double the Attick^ this is yrhat we have met with 
before j as likewife the fame Account of the Value of 
Gold to Silver, as i to ity and others as i to 147^ 
but of the Proportion of Gold to Silver, as i to 1 6 
we hardly read any where elfe, and it would have ' 
been convenient if the Dr. had quoted the Author 
from whom he had it. 

' I N counting up the Sums of Gold, I fhall firft 
reckon as if they were Silver, by 400 /. to the Ta- 
lent J and then again multiply that Sum of Silver by 
16, to turn it into Gold. }ooo Talents of Gold be- 
ing multiplied by 400, gives a Quotient of 1 200000 /. 
which Sum multiplied by 16 gives 19,100,000/. 
wherein I exceed the Dr. by 600,000 /. 

The Princes gave f 000 Talents and loooo Drachms 
.of Gold, which give firfl: z,ooo,ooo, and multiplied 

by 
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by 1 5, give 32,0005000/. and 10,000 Drachms to 
{-308, both f 308 makes 32, to f 308^ which exceeds 
the Dofbor's Sum by 99ij69^i' 

1 0000 Talents of Silver multiplied by Silver, a- 
rife to 4,000,000 /• which exceeds the Do£h)r by 
1 1 fooo /. 

David mepared for the Temple I00|000 Talents 
of Gold,wnich multiplied by 400, give 400,000,000, 
and afterwards by 16, gives 640,000,000/. which 
exceeds the Do&or^s Sum 10 MilUons of our Money. 

1,000,000 Talents of Silver multiplied by 400 /. 
give 400,000,000/. which exceeds the UoEtofs 
Sum by 2o6,9f 0,000 /. But this is fo great and vail 
a Difibrence^ that I think it muft be aicribed to 
fome Overfight, either in the D6dor*s or my Com- 
putation 5 but my two Sums of Gold and Silver 
joined together make 1040,000,000/. But this be- 
ing too immenfe a Sum to have ever met tog^er 
at Jerufakm^ let us try what it will amount to, if 
the Gold be reckoned by the Homerical Talent^ viz. 
3 jiureiy weighing 6 Drachms^ which 6 being mul- 
tiplied by ten, the Value of Gold above Silver, will 
make then 60 Drachms 5 which in my Tables make 
1 /. Englifh. Now one Million of 2 /• makes the 
Gold rife no higher than barely 2 Millions Englifh, 
and both Gold and Silver put together will m all 
amount to 402,000,000 /. which is ftill more than 
any Man, othcrwife than miraculoufly, can almofl 
fuppolc or imagine. 

Pag. 209. " Livy and Tacitus mentions the foms 
^^ unciarum and Semiunciarum as high, which accor- 
^' ding to the Proportion of the AS^ being but 
^' -rr or T? in the Month, muft only make i, orf/nr 
^ Cent, per Jnnumi AndtheLawof theXIITablcs 
^^ forbids ne, quis unciario fosmre amplius exercito 5 fo 

«it 
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^ it is c!smd6Bed by Tacitus. Thcfe Expreffions 
^ auiQQt be interpreted according to the Analogy 
^ of the Tables, but differ from all the others^and 
^ they certainly denote the centefitna ufura: But 
^ how this Way of £xpreflion in thde two Au- 
^ diors has happened, I can give no certain Ac- 
^ count} it leems they put the Uncia for the jfSj 
^ or Integer. 

*^ T H B CentefifM ujura was the greateft Intc- . 
^ rcft^ which it was not lawful to exceed $ and' 
* what was paid over it was reckoned asaRe-pay-- 
^ ment of Part of the Principal : But what-ever 
^ Laws were made to regulate the In- p 
^ torcft, it was inJUom as in all other ^* ^^^' 
^ Places, the Value of Money rofc above, or fcH 
" below the legal Intereft, according to the Scar- 
^ city or Plenty of the Commodity. 

Grtmavius has writ three feveral Books, one after 
tfiother^ bound up with his 4to Edition De Pecun. 
JTet. intituled de centejimis ufuris^ &f fosnere unciarioy 
va which he pofitively and warmly defends the O- 
pinion, which the Do£tor and I fuppofe moft Men 
vqfcSt as an Errour^ thinking it imprd^blc that 
the Homans fhould think themfelves fb opprefled 
aad nnned, by paying one per Cent, at firft, and after- 
wards but half of that neither, 'till Ufiiry was wholly 
forbidden. Now it is my Opinion, and it feems ta 
be the Do£tor's alfo, that this fcenus unciarium was^ 
the (ame with Centefimal Ufury 5 which in about 
eight Years, or little more, became double to the 
Principal Money, and therefore not to be enduredy 
and for this Caufe firfl: reduced to half, and at laft 
was forbidden by the Roman Laws, though never 
wholly obferved by them. But I could never al- 
&nt to Gronovm's Opinion, tho' as a Critick he 

main- 
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maintains it againfl: all Opofltioii wiui great Vehe- 
mency : And I think, tho' he may defend it againft 
all Gainfayers, as a Critick^ yet as a Politician, 'tis 
impoffible he fhould ever prevail with his Country- 
men to believe him : And I alfo think he takes that 
up for granted, which he has no plain Authority 
to back nim in 5 for I have confulted Uvy^ lib. 7. cap. 
1 5, vj and 28, but I can find no where that it is 
by that Author called Annual Ufury, nor does Tor 
citus call it fo > and tho' quoted by the Dr. he tells 
us not where Tacitus fpeaks ofFcenus unciartum. And 
becaufe many will not trouble themlelves to foek 
after what tney are not like to find eafily, I will 
tranfcribe that Place in Tacitus^ whero he "(peaks 
of this Matter:. Annal, lib. 6. cof. 16. in thefc 
Words following. 

XVI. Interea magna vis accufatwum in eos inrufit 
qui pecumas famore auHitabant^ adnxrjiis legem Di- 
Hatoris Csfaris, qua de modo credendi poffidendiqui 
intra Italiam cavetur j omijfam olim^ quia privato ufid 
bonum publicum poftponitur. Sane vetus urbi feene- 
bre malum^ ^ feditionis difcordiarumque creberima 
caufa 5 eoque cohibebatur antiquis quoque (^ minus ctir* 
ruptis mmbus. Nam primo duodecim Tabulis fanShM 
nequis unciario foenore amplius exerceret, cum aih 
tea ex libidine locupletium agitaretur: Dein ragaticne 
Tribunitia ad femuwias redaSla^ pofiremo vet it a verfw- 
ra. Multifque plebis fcitis obviam itum fraudibus^ qu£ 
toties reprepe^ miras per artes rurfum oriebantur. Sed 
cum Gracchus prator cui ea quJftia evenerat^ mubi^ 
tudine periclitantium fubaSlus^ retuUt ad fenatum 5 /ri- 
pidique patres ( neque enim quifquam tali Culpa vacu- 
us ) veniam a principe ptivere j (i? concedente^ amms 
in pojlerumj Jexque menfes dati quts fecundum jufia It- 
gis^ rationes familiares qui/que compmefent. . 
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Tac^tus's annals lib. Yl. cap. xvii in 

English, viz. 

** Hknce then was the want of Money, and 
^ all in^iunber'd with Debt, and many comemn'd 
^ to have their Lands and Goods Sold > whtfreby 
** all coined Money was drawn into the Emperor's 

* private, or the Commom- wealth's publick Trt^- 
" fury : The Senate paflfed a Law, that two Parts 
^ of cveiy Creditor's Debt fhould be kid out in 
^ purchaune Land in Italy ^ But the Creditors de- 
^ maioded the whole Debt, and the Borrowers, 

* thinking it difcrcditable not to make good thcit 
\ " Promifes, they firft ran about with Intreaties, 

* and the Prittor^s Court and Tribunals were fil- 
** led with Complaints > and Buying and felling pro- 
^ poled for a Remedy : For the Ufurers had con- 
^ cealed^ or (pent their Money in buying Lands, and 
^ the Plenty oif Sellers brought it to a low Price j 
** lb by how much any was more deep in Debts, 
** the mote eagerly his Debts were caird for, to 
^ the overthrow of his Eftate, and ruin of his Dig- 
** nitjr and sood Name 3 'till the Emperor relieved 
^ their Dil&efs by his Affiftance, for he difpofed 

* cm lables (or at Exchange) where Money ufed to 
*^ to be borrowed, millies Sefiertium (or 033,333/. 
^ 6 s. Sd. Englilh) with Liberty to thofe that had 

* need of them to borrow for three Years, with- 
^ out paying any Intereft : Provided the Borrower 
^ gave double Security in Land to pay back 
•* tne Money to the Common-wealth (or People). 
" So Credit being revived, there were found private 
^ Perlbns that became Lenders alfo y and the De- 

\ ^ crees made by the Senate for Men's Selling their 
^ Lands were fliarply purtued at firft, and carried 
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on with Vigour, as happens in like Cafes for the 
*^ prefent, but at laft decayed, and died away into 
" Nothing. 

This Emptor was Tiberius C^fafy of whom fi) 
many Evils are remembred^ that this fiogle gpod 
ought not to be forgotten. 

. I gather from thefe two Chapters, that human 
Affairs can hardly be carried on, without borrow 
ing and lending % and that few will lend and ao- 
dergo the Hazard of loofing^ without fbme hop 
and profpeft that the Lender may pof&bly gain, n 
well as loofe by his lendmg, which can hardly he 
brought about, without paying fome Intcicfl; fir 
the U (c of Money borrowed : For if a Man hs 
occafion to make a Purchafe, or carry on a Tntde^ 
and wants Money for either^ is it reafbnable tbt 
one fhould have all the Gains, and the other Per- 
fon run all the Danger of the Lois, and loofe the 
Benefit which the Lender himfelf might gain bj 
Trading with his own Money himfelf^ or having 
it by him ready to make an advantagious Purclufc 
of any Thing that came in his Way, when he had 
Opportunity for it ? But as to the Matter in QD^ 
flion, concerning Fiems Unciariunu it feems moll 
probable to me, that the Laws of*^ the i z Tables, 
being chiefly borrowed from the Gracian Gammon- 
wealths : What the Roman Decemviri found there^ 
they brought Home with them, and Centefimd In- 
terefl being ufed there, they eflabliflied the Ukc at 
Home, and paid an Ounce, or izth Part every 
Month of the Centeftmal Intereft, and fb arofe to 
izper Cent, in the whole. Year: The Ounce heit 
having refpeft to the lith Pait of the Intatfli 
and not to the uth Part of the Principal. 

' Anp 
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A K D by this Time I conceive the Reader no 

Ids tiled than my fel^ and the Remarks that have 

been made akeady, ate fufficient to inform Dr. Ar^- 

' tiftbnot, that his Tables, as ^ as relate to Money 

Matters need Emendations ^ and when that is pco- 

; Tided for, a litttd nk>re Pains woutd be ufefiU in 

'. fixing his Quotations, To as they may be more rea- 

; dily met with and found } which two Alterations 

J will mightily advance the Credit of his Book, a- 

mongft tfaoie that are the {nropereS. Judges i;£ his 

PCrfonnance, and make it life iii imputation, as' 

loog ds tha World it fdf ffaall contimie. ^Efais be-' 

bg the firft Collation of Foreign P^es, and of 

thciZMMM Wealth and Luxmy, that has.j&ppeared 

fo largely in the Et^Jb Dialed to this Hour. 



ne End ef the Remarks on Dr. ArbuthnotV SOOS 
and TABLES. 
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IN the firft o£ my Lbtters ta 
1 Mr.' ^oreiby^ Fag. i8; I acqniiti^ 

J txdhitnwhenlb^anthatZ^tfry 

II rkskt I purpo&d to fay lbinethi)ig 
c^ the Silver ASlUartHfii and the 
Bialx iv/Aj, which iucceodcdin 
the room of the ionner Denarii, 
and the jiffes RomatK, and now 
having, at this Time^ got a Uttle before my Prin- 
ter, I thot^bt fit to add fomcthing in Relatt<Hi to 
that Subjeft ; tho' I am now in a &r worfe Con- 
dition, both of Health aiid Memoiy, than I was 
■when I compofed that Letter, fcven Years at leaft, 
before t how' begin this 'Al^ra£fc out' of Gronovi- 
ous-j as I am fiiSy convinced, by the Notes I lud 
then entered in the Margin of Ms Bo(^ which I 
am now fcarcc able to make ufe of: Tjierefore I 
intended barely to tranfcribe what I thought moft 
convenient out of that Book, in the proper Style 
the Author had publifh'd it in j and when I had 
done fo in Part, I was too much tired to go any 
farther thro' with it} and therefore I imagined it 
would be more agreeable, not only to the Vulgar, 
but even Latin Readers, to give tiiem a fhort Ab- 
ftraft of it in Englifh ; for Gronovius has writ fo ma- 
ny Chapters and Pages about thofe two new Coins, 
that I icarce knew where to begin, or where to 

make 
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make an End : And therefore I am forced to relate 
this Matter as for as my decayed Memory will al- 
low,, rather out of my own Head, than out of that 
•AuthcM-'s copious Enlargements : And firft I ftall 
b^n with the Word MiUiarenfis^ what it fignifi- 
csy and whence it was derived ; thio' it is by him fome- 
times attributed to Conftawtine^ as his Invention $ 
yet in other Places he feems to allow it to have 
•been oF a &r ancienter Date 5 and that the old Roman 
Denarms^ was fo called, or fo reputed, as if it was 
io Value the 1 000 Part of a Pound of Gold 5 which 
he thus endeavours to Evidence. A Roman Pound 
as Bud^eus and Gromvius often tells us (tho' we can 
icarce brieve them, Pliny having told us to the 
contraV) was coined, even from, the beginning, in- 
to eight Penarii in ihe Ounce > and confequently 
into ^ Denariij or as they would make it into a 
fiill hundred ; and then a Pound of Gold being 
Worth ten of Silver, the hundred Part of fiich a 
Silver Pound did exactly anfwer the thoufand Part 
of a Pound of Gold > jmd hence fprang the Word 
MUiarenJis^ and continued fo, 'tilb Conftantine fra- 
med a new Coin, under the old Name, into it's room . 
H E lays it alio as a Charge upon Conftantine^ that 
he was the firft Diminifher of the jlurei Romania 
and from 40 fiich jlurei in a Roman Pound, advan- 
ced them compleatly to the Numbei' of LXXII. 
But this is a gro(s Miftake, and Gromvius was led 
into it by his own Fancy, and fome flight Argu- 
ments, without examining, as Mr. Gr^^wj has done, 
that the jiurei were leflened in Weight, and con- 
fequently encreafed in Number, fome Years before 
Conft amine had any being in the World; as may 
be difcovered by the various Weights which Mr. 
Greaves has given us of them, and I from him have 
printed in the 165 Pag. of thefe MirccUanies: But 

R 3 to 
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to go on, Gronovius informs us, that an Aureus Was 
•at firft worth loo Sefterces^ or in other Words 2f 
Denarii^ which amounts according to my Reckon- 
ing, to 1 6 Shillings and 8 Pence in our Enj^ifh 
Money, and he fiippofes the Aurei continued for a- 
bout 500 Years of the fame Weight, and (amc Va- 
lue J which I think no way probable, tho' Grmio^ 
vius fecms to build his Argument upon diat Principle. 
Thus much concerning the Roman Aureus >" which 
whether changed or no m it's Weights, yet got a 
new Name given it by Akx. Severus^ who begstn his 
Empire about the Year of Chrift ttz j and he being 
defirous to eafe his Roman Subjeds in their Tribute 
or Taxes, * divided the Aureus into two l^arts, and 
being fo divided, ftiled them Semiffes^ orh23£ Aureus*^ % 
tho' they went in the Paynfcnt to the Emptiror^s 
Trenliiry for whole Aureus* % \ and not content with 
this Abatement, he fubdivided the Auirei into three 
Paits, and then they were ftiled Tretiiffes^ and would 
have lowered them lower j but his Revenue and 
Payments out of it would not permit it. Now this 
dividing the Aureus^ obliged him to alter it's Naihe, 
and give the old Aureus the new Title of SoUduS^ 
jor a complete Aureus^ to diftinguifh it from the 
Semiffes and TremiJ/es-, which whether any other of 
his Succcflbrs coined in lefler Pieces, than a com- 
pleat Solidus^ I cannot now \9ell call to Mind 5 but 
at lail Solidus was the common Name for a Piece 
of current Gold, before Conftdntine came to the Em- 
pire J arid that for the future they might be always ' 
of a certain Weight and Value, he ordered LXXII 
to be coined out of a Pound, and 4 Solidi out of 
every Ounce of Gold, and-fo they continued for 

about 
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^out 300 Years after Confianfine^s Deceafe, as ap« 
pears by Mr. Grean^es^s Tables afbre-mentioned, to 
the Age of at leaft HeracUus^ the Emperor, A«- 
.6 10^ in whoTe Reign Mihomet foiled his new 
Religion, A^- Chrifti 6zZj or there-abouts ^ in aH 
which Time Mr. Greaves met with none heavier 
than 70 Grains, nor lighter than '67, 68, 6 p. 

I have almoft sow done, both with the jfuretj 
and Solidij and old' Roman Denarii ^ which before 
Confiantine's Time, Gron&vius thinks, were the only 
Silver XDoins caUed MiUiarenfes -, but afterwards 
Co^ataine found a NeceiCty of altering them : For 
as Gold, as well as Silver, mcreafed in Value, and 
became of more worth, in refpe£fc of Brais, than 
formerly j inilead of fcven Denarii out of an Ounce 
of Silver, he caufed a new Coin to be made, of 
which lixty were coined out oi the Pound, and 
five out of every Ounce of Silver > which there- 
fore changed the Jienarii from 8 d. each, . to five 
new MiUiarenfes each, as far as I can reckon 
them to about XI ^. ^' of our prefent Coin: 12. 
"of which later ABlUarenfes anfwoied to, or were 
computed at, the Value of one Solidus -, which ir- 
.duced thefe Solidij or later jfurei to the Worth of 
about XI Shillings and three Pence of our Money. 
And though I fhall not now take my lad leave of 
thofe MiUiarenfes^ yet it feems but very fit to 
give the Reader notice of how much Brais anfwcr^ 
ed to thefe MilUarenfes : And this Gram/vius tells 
us, was 24 FolkSj or two Pounds of Brafs, made 
into thofe 24 FolleSj each being of the Weight of 
one Ounce ; according to which Account five Msl" 
Uarenfes^ or an Ounce of Silver, was worth ten 
Pounds of Brafs, or in other Words CXX Ounces 
of Brafs, were worth no more than one Ounce oi* 
Silver > fo that the Difference between the Worth 
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of Silver aod Bra(% was as i to i to. There arc 
ibtne Variajtions in the Incregfe or Decreafe of thdc 
F^lles^ fo as to make the Dificrence between Silver 
and Brafs, fometimes greater and fomctimes kis$ 
but for this I refer my Reader to Gronovius himr 
felf, if at leaft he cm. comprehend them^ for tt 
the Age I am new in, I muft confefs I have nei- 
ther Appetite or Ability to be. nice abcKit them. 
After ah that I have now faid or gathered out of 
Gnmvius^ and his refuting leveral Opinions or Mi- 
ftakes, as he goes along of ^nt. Augufiiwus^ Sab» 
fius^ LJpfius^ Petaviusj Savtam^ and others $ he fiims up 
what he has (aid in this dif-obliging ChamS^ a 
Canfiantm the Great, which I have printed at 
ready in Latrn^ pag. 64. of this Volume : Ami not 
after hjs Genfure of Conftantine for changing all die 
Coins, both in Gold, Silver, and Brafs, he adds 
what I am going to tranflate into EngU/b out of 
Groncvius^ pag. 343. Thefe new Alterations in caim^ 
all Sorts of Money ^ are Jo very great^ that they otto- 
gether become no other Perf&n than Conftantine bm- 
felf^ who without Controwrfy proceeded very well axi 
pioujly about Ceremonies and Religion } fb about othff 
Ithings inftituted by bim^ both in civil and mUtm) 
Affairs^ it is doubtful whether profitably or no-, but it 
is certain be changed them Jubtilely and craftily y as ij 
he feemed to believe nothing was agreeable to bis Smt^ 
name 0/ G r e a t, if he bad left any Thing bebid 
bim in the fame Condition or State in which be firf 
found it : Which Violence of this Alan's Spirit^ GU 
Almighty^ by his fecret Power ^ convert ed to the poi 
of the Chriftian Sacraments. 

I have cenfured this Paffkgc fufficiently in my 
64th Page fore-going, and fhall fay no more of it 
here > becaiife I find Gronovius himfelf in a great 
Meafure retracting it, lib.^ cap. 16. jp. 372, whew 
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he gives Cot^antine a far better and kinder Cha- 
nuEker than what he has been pleafiad to allow him 
in this Place. 

Our Author, both before and after what is 

; lafl: cited, has had occafion feveral Times to quote 

; fewral JLaws, both out of the Tbeodofian and Jufti- 

i ^an Cbdexj in Confirmation of what he is treating 

I of in (evcral very lon^ Chapters ; which I could 

not convenientlv Mention in my fore-going Dif^ 

oourfe, but ihaU now take notice of them in the 

following Ojrdcr. 

T H B next' Law, but before it in Age, is in 
Cod. n^eod. lib. 7. tit. 10. /. 3. it falls in with the 
Year of our Lord 310, made by Cwiftantine to this 
JiSkdi : Let the Veteran Soldiei^ according to our 
Precept, receive the vacant Lands, and have them 
^ways firee ; and to buy Things neceffary ^r their 
Country Afiairs, let them receive in Money if 000 
FoUeSj a Pair of Oxen^ and 100 Modii of Com. 
Dated at Cmfiantmo^^ Conftantine VL & Conftath 
tine Confuls. 

Grmruius having quoted this Law, pag. 371. adds 
that z^ millia FoUinm makefo/. of Silver, and 108} 
Founds of Brafs> the fame in ancient Money was 
20000 H. S. or f 000 Deniers^ this is the very Sum 
which jti^fius Cafar allotted to the Praetorians^ 
after 16 Years Service, as Dio Witncflcs 5 when to 
the Legionaries he appointed, after 20 Year's Sti- 
pend 3000 Denier s^ or iiooo Sefierces^ but Con^ 
pontine took away this Difference. And there are 
ibme Foot-Steps of thefe Folles (fays Gronavius) in 
the Tbeod. Cod. lib. 6. tit. 4. /. f . in thefe Words j 
So the fi^fi Praetorian, denoted by the Name of Fla- 
vian, tve have prefcribed the Gifts or Charge of f o 
Pounds of SiPver 5 to the fecond filed Conftinian, 
j&oooo Folles^ and 40 Pounds of Silver are appoint 
- ted 
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ted by US ^ to the tbird^ called the Triumphai, 
I f 000 Folks Md )o Pounds of Silver : the Publifier 
may expend without any Lofs to him. Thefe leveial 
Sums joined are equal both in Bmis and Silver, and 
fnufl be underftood accordi^ to the narroweft Pro* 
fortion that they were at Rame^ ib. pag, 371. For 
after the Solidi were reduced to 4 Scruples, and 
the Proportion of Brafs, Silver, and Gold, were 
changed, there arofc an immenfe and yaft Diflcr 
rcnce. I cannot but wonder why our Author ci"» 
ted the Law lad mentioned, that there were fom« 
Foot-fteps of the Folks remaining' when it was 
made ^ ton it is of no older Date, than near x&t 
Time of Conftantine the Great's Death, being dated 
at jintiochj v. Id Sept. pofi Confulatum^Conibaix^ 11. 
6? Conftantis, which Ms in with the Year 359. 

But our Author goes on, and in the fame ^71 
Page, fays that loooo Folles^ which made 40 Ro- 
nr^ii Pound of Silver ^ and 1 665 Pounds, and SFol- 
ks of Brafs, were (as I underftand him) 16 Sefier- 
tia^ or 4000 Denarii 'y and accordingly if 000 Foh 
les 30 /. of Silver^ and izfo Pounds of Brais were 
iiooo old H. S. or 3000 Denarii. 

This Law laft cited is the only Place, (ays Qro^ 
novius^ which has hindred many, excellent Men fix>m 
afcribing the whole Mutation of the Roman Money 
to Conftantine the Great j for when they can afcribe 
thefe great Changes to no other Autnor, they go 
about to fay fome happened after Conftantine^ iome 
after Conftantius^ fome under Julian^ and fome un- 
der Falentinean^ and fome as low as Juftinian. For fol* 
ving of which Obje6tion Gronovius anfwers, that he 
cannot but own there is fomething of Difficulty, that 
the Folks long fince introduced by Conftantine fliould 
be brought bacl«o the former FoJles that were bdforc 
Conftantine m^de his Change i But for all this he is of 

that 
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that Opinion, that whoever changed the old jfurei in- 
to the new Solidij found all Things fo hard and un- 
traceable, that they could not be fubdued without 
bruiging in a new Sort of Silver Moneys bcfidcs 
the Proportion between Gold and Silver, required 
a Change, and it would mightily have difturbed 
all Commerce, if the Aureus on a fudden had pafs'd 
from lo Denarii to 14. But now the Change of 
both Sorts of Money made the Alteration fo fort and 
caly, that it was fcarce taken Notice of : Befides what 
exceeds the Proportion of Gold above 14 to Silver, 
could be no Way explained or accounted for in the 
former Denarii ; neither did a left Difficulty arife 
from the former Folks themfelves, in applymg 24 
Folks to the former MiUianenfes^ or 1 1 MMarenfes 
to one Solidus ; on the contrary how well do the 
later Milliarenfes arifwer to the Solidij and the Pol-^ 
ies to both the one and the other : All which does 
declare and demonftrate, that it muft be fomc, and* 
the fame great Wits or Cpunfellors, whoever they, 
■were j neither did any Thing pleafe thofe good In- 
ventors, 'till all Things appeared fit and. agreeable. 
So that it feems moft ukely, that they* went on at 
the fame Time, and with the lame Paces. And 
methinks it is here evident, that Gromvius has made 
fome ajnends for what he faid before, and given 
Confiantine as much Honour and Praife as he for- 
merly took from him, or endeavbur'd to deprive 
him of. 

I muft here fore-warn and inform my younger Rea- 
ders, that what-ever is faid of Pounds, is not to Be 
taken for our Englijh Pounds, as they are now com^ 
puted by nominal Pounds, but as real Pounds, which 
were formerly in ufe many Years after the Conqueft^ 
when a Troy Pound went for no more than 20 Shil- 
ling j and a Roman Pound which was foiiie-what 

lefs, 
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kiS) and is always intended when we fpeak He Re 
Nummaria^ was of the Weight of f if 6 Engtifi 
•Grains, and every Ounce 438 Grains ^ a Pound of 
which was fbme thing better than f 6 s. 6d. to the 
Pound, and f6d. to the Ounce or Pound of Efh 
gUfi Money. 

I ihall next proceed to fome other Laws quoted 
by Gromrvius for our better Underftanding the mu- 
table Value of Bral% Silver and Gold, as they from 
Time were altered in the Common-wealth ot Rome^ 
firom it's loweft Efbitc to it's greateft Wealth and 
kx^fl Dominions it was at laft advanced to. 

Cod.Tbeoi. Ub.xv. tit.g. Li. De expenfis LMdonm. 

The next Law quoted by Gromviusj was made 
by. the £mperors FiUentinian^ Itbeodofiusy and Arcor 
diuSj 'mho forMd that aty Perfins^ except the CanfiUsj 
Jbould beftow any Vefiure^ or Sportula^ er Dipychs of 
Ivory J nor any Sportula^s of Sitver^ mater than tbofe 
of wbicb LX were coined out of a Roman Ponnd-^ 
imd it is not only Ucenfed that they mgbt give Ufs^ ^ 
they pleafed^ but alfoj that it Jbould be honeft^ or bo^ 
murable Jo to do. This Law is diredked ad Senor- 
tumj and falls in with the Yisur of Chrifl 384. 

Cod. tbeod. lib. xi. tit. zi . I. z. De Collatione .£ris. 

* « 

This Law was made by Arcadius^ Honorius 3. 
Confuls, HHyo engoin that the Price of Brafs required 
of the Provincials^ /ball be thus fiafedy that for if 
Pounds of Brafsy one Solidus might be received. This 
Law falls in with A""* Chrifti ^96. 

Cti. 
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Ced. Theod. /(i.xJii. tit.z. /. i. De jirgentipreda. 

This Law "was made by the fame Emperors, 
"who command, ^hat for every Sum of Silver which 
■any fiail brim into the Treafary^ the, Dehters may 
^iug in Gold for it ; fo that for every Pound of Silver ^ 
Ji/ve Solidi may be brought in, Cajarius and Mticus 
Confuls. This falls under the Year of Chiift jpj. 

By thefe Laws and other Places, it appears that 
the Value of Gold, in refpecl of Brais, was as one 
to rSoo; And the Price of Gold, as to Silver, 
■was as one to 14 \: And the Price of Silver to 
Brafs was ordinarily as one to 120. The' if we 
telieve Budtcus and his Followers, one Drachm of 
Silver was worth 840 Drachms of Brafs, and a Pound 
of Silver no lefs than 840 of Brafs ; But when Brafs 
was ihortly after, in the ift Pumck War, Icffcned 
from jij/'es Librales,, or Pound jiffes., to jijes Sexlen-" 
tariiy or two Ounce Ajfes j the Value of Brafs, in 
arcipeft of the fame Drachm of Silver, fell from 840 
to i(S8 only; When the Affes fell from 2. Ounce 
-Affes to Ounce Ajjes^ and the Number of Ajfes in 
a Denier being railed from ten to fixteen, the Bra& 
Jell from one to 168, to one to about ijf. But 
]^!y, when the 16 Ajfei that anfwercd a Denisr 
to 16 half AJfei^ or which is the lame to 8 whole 
Ounces, then Silver became to Brals as one to (S7, 
or thcre-abouts : All this is according to Bud^m 
and Gronovius''s Account j but thofe that Favour 
my Hypothcfis, and that agree with it, will rcc- 
Jion it at it's loweft ebb at Rome, as one of Silver to 
a little better than f6 of Brals. Tho' there is a 
1*kce in Grenovius, which brings the Diflerencc of 
xbo& two Mcttals, as one to 40, or 41. 

Wh at 
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What is afbrdaid concerning the Value of 
Brals, does all of it idate to Bnus Money, before 
Conftantine*s Time ; but in his Age, that die MU- 
Uarenfes of LX to the Pound, became the com- 
mon Computation, mic of Silver, anfwered to 
CXX of Brals. I have in this or(bme otherPhce 
loft a Page or two which I had written, in which 
I had ducourfed icmethii^ concerning the Opim- 
on of the Learned Fr^»iaj Go^ir^i^ inhisfixTomcs 
publiftied upon the TheodoJUm Codex^ wherein lie 
endeavours, in ieveral Places, to maintain that the 
Roman Pound in Conftataine's Time contained 84 
SoUdi^ as formerly a Pound Htmum was coined to 
84 Denarii each of ^ Scruplesi ^ fo that as the 
Cod. Tbeod. lib. xii. tit. 7. /. i . there were 7 SoM 
in the Ounce. I fliall mention only the firft Pkce 
where this Commentator diicourfes moft largely on 
this Subject, which is in his id Tome, pag. 4f0. 
and worth the peru^ of any Critick that wodd 
examine this Matter to the Bottom 5 which is op- 
pofed firft by PanceroUuSy SavotuSj and many others 
after them, who think the Reading is a MifisdcCi 
and not genuine, and. that infimte Abiiudities 
would follow the admitting it to be true. And I 
think this is a cogent Argument againft it, that 
tlierc arc few or rather no Authors that fpeak of 
this larger Pound as a Matter of Faft, or that the 
elder Falentinian revoked it by a Law made by 
him about 40 Years after ^ But befides that Law 
of Falentinian\ Juftiman in his Codex^ lib. x. tit. 
7K- /. I. has contra6ted it into the Words follow- 
\m I Do ponderibtis 6? Auri illatione. Jmperator A. 
M UJraxinm rationalem trium provinaarum. Au- 
inm ifftod infatur a Collatoribus fi quis vol folidos 
v^lsmit vtl wateriam appendere aqua lance (^ tibror 
mnti^ t<mhs Ihjiipiatttr P. P. 14 iST^i/. Aug. Paulino 



De MilUdrenfthus & Follihus a^ ^ 

15? Juliano confulibus : This hzifr fsiUs in with A*** 

In Cod. Jvii^Tao Jib. X. ///. 70 /. f. Valentiniar 
tius £5? Valcns ^jtotiefcunque certa Jumma folidorum 
wo tttuli qualitate debitur^ aut aufi maffa tranfmitti" 
fur^ in feptuagMta duos folidos Ubraferatwraccepta, 
Lupitio (^ Jovina Conf. A^* Cbrifti ^69^ 

Gothofred finds great fault whh Tribomams^ and 
calls his curtailing this La,w facinus^ a great Wic- 
kednefs: But Gromvius on xht contrary commendsf 
him as much for his Difcretion in. omitting Words 
altogether irreconcilable with Truth, and in feve- 
ral Places endeavours to prove that the iZb»!fti» Pound 
was invariable ajod always the &me. 

- GronoDius towards the End of his 4th Book, ch. 
the 13, I4y If, and itf^ de- peeunis vetere^ p. 374. 
comes to fpeak of another Sort tX FolleSj than 
thoie afore-mentioned, taken out of fome Greek 
Lawyers Gloffaries upon the Civil or Roman hzws^ 
he giveth it both in Greek and Latin y and for fear 
of Miftakes, I not under%ndii^ the Numbers 

given only in Greek Letters^ I mail tranfcribe it 
rfl: in Lafin^ and then, as well as I. can, tranflate 
it into Et^tifi : For after the Greek he fays, J^^- 
fum had eft^fentcntia. Follis quod (^ Balanton dicitur 
Pondus eft Jrgenti Dendriorum CCL, hoe eft oris 
CCCXII libra fex uncia. Nam Denarius^ libra 
aris Gf ires umi<e. Eft fc? alius Follis Conftans ex 
THtnutis agenteis militi /otitis dari^ eoque milliarenfibus 
vocatis. Falet borum unum quidque auri filiquam do-- 
drantem. Hujufmodi minuta argent ea Follis babet 
CXXV. qua faciant Auri filiq^s CCXVIIF, £5? 
nummas mvem. Sunt autem quales nunc obtinenty 
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mlliannfis CIX & tmmmi novem. In amro fignato 
novem jolidi 6f milliarenfis anus & novem mmmi. 
Ifti igitur CXXV ormaH coUigibantur in fafciculum 
wlfimmam unam s ^ bic FoBis. 

Therb is fome Difficulty in underftandinff what 
is here meant by mtmnms^ I took it for what the 
Romans call z Sefiercc, but I find by GrMovku^ 
that it rather fignifies Follis^ and (hall therefore fo 
tfiuiflate it. ' 

A YolUs^ which is alio callec) Bdlamium^ is of 
the Weight of 2f o Denarii^ that is ( of the Value 
of) CCCXII Pounds and VI Ounces of Brafs> 
for a Deuarius is (in Value) a Pounds and three 
Ounces of Brais. There is ^o another /ni^/jj^r, con- 
fining of leflcr Sflver, (Money) ufiially given {ot 
paid) to Soldiers, and thence ' called Aml/S^^x 9 
every one of thcfe is worth of Gold a SUijma J)o^ 
dranf: Of thefe kfler Silver Pieces a Follish^c^ 
CXXV, which make of GoU Sili^ CCXVIU^ 
and nine Folks ) in coined Gold IX SoUJi one mih 
Uarmfis^ and IX FoUis. Therefore thefe CXXV, 
Silver Pieces, were coUefted into a Pur(^ or one 
Sum, and tins was c^led a FolUs. 

Our Author upon reading thefe Words, asks 
this Queftion, who would believe that fo much 
Knowledge ihould be delivered in fo few Woixk 
for the Exphcation of the Sifterces^ Denarii^ Sotidfy 
AHUiarenfes^ and FolkSy whofe E.xpofition has coft 
fo many Authors fo much Pains? Some are to be 
praifed for the very attempting the Explication of 
them, as Alciafe and Petavius. Soktuifius happily 
enough^ and Savotus moil: happily have explained 
the Matter, if both of them had not mixed fomc 
unncccflary Matter, and arc before reprehended bf 
me. And then proceeds to tcU us, that the firft 
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Sort of Folks was the fame with the ancient Se^ 

ftertia^ and fignified one Thoufand of them: And 

the ancient Denarius^ (I fuppofe, he means coined 

after the jlffes were brought to 1 6 half Ounce -^ 

/es in the Denarins) that was compared to three 

Pounds and three Ounces of Brafs, according to 

the Proportion that at laft obtained at Rome bcf 

tween Gold and Silver: Therefore this Price is 

. not to be expedted in the Brafs of former Ages, 

for then the Demrius was not reckoned at i6 jIJ- 

fes^ or 8 Ounces; and then 2fo Denarii did not 

make above i66 Pounds of Brafs, and 8 Ounces. 

, But with the Author of Glojfary agrees Epiphanius^ 

. Hero^ Maximusj and the Btida Fragment^ which 

tells us, that 6o jiffes made the Denarius^ which 

. were half of a Sicle^ or a SicilkuSy or the 8 th Part 

I of an Ounce of Silver j that -/f»y of which the i)^»<a- 

rius contained (So were of the Weight of a SicWcus^ 

4 of which were in the FoUis^ and made an Ounce. 

. A Pound of 12 Ounces made 48 Sicilici 5 add a ^a- 

drant^ or 3 Ounces, which are 1 2 Sicilici^ and you 

^ have (So. Therefore ^ Denarius^ or Piece of Silver of 

^ 3 Scruples, 1 8 Silique^ if it were valued in Brals at 

^ the Proportion that was between Brafs and Silver, 

at the Age of thofe Writers, to wit, as one to 120, 

^^ then it was worth as much as a Pound and ^ua^ 

^ irant of Brafs, as much as (Jo jijfes^ as much as' if 

^ Fottes^ as much as a Septum Semunia^ of the later Mil" 

^ Uarenjis^ hie Follis Epiphanio j^ jUi^Att^fAtif. I have 

"'^bcre tranfcribed as much or more then I undcr- 

'flandj but our Author's Expofition compleatly 

^' fills four large 4^0 Pages, 37/, ^c. to which i 

^ muft refer the curious Reader, for I have not 

•Time now fo much as to call my Eyes over thcni. 

: ■ I fuppofe the explaining the firll Soit of the Follcs^ 

""will make way for the eaflcr undcrftanding ihc 

« ^ S Sons 
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Sorts that follows after it : I muft therefore pro- 
ceed, and infert the Paflage into what was written 
before, and is now ready to go to the Prefs. 

I am in hafte, and therefore can Icarce look 
back to what I have already written^ only I M 
take Notice, that what is. laid by Gronovius^ lib.J^ 
cap, 16. p. yji^ is, I fiippofe, a great Part of it 
of his own invention, for he alledges no Proof of 
what he lays, in comparing the old Account wiA 
the New > and amongft other Thing;s, that 20000 
Folks anfwcred 40/. of Silver: Which, accordiflg 
to my Computation, ifliould rather be (aid to an- 
fwer 41 /. and 8 Ounces over> for the former Sum 
oi Folks arife to 1666 and 8 Ounces, which divi- 
ded by 40, arife to 41 /. H- A like JMiftake I ob- 
ferve in what Gothofred fays, in his Tome^ cited /. 
4fo, that in an old Roman Ounce, there were 7 
Denarii^ and that nummus argenteus contained four 
Scniples, and proves it from a Paflage in 30. An- 
Valium Varronis^ found in Charifius : But Gromvim^ 
in another Place, and for another Purpofc, quotes 
the Words refen'ed to, which I Ihall repeat upon 
a double Account : Firft, As a Proof againft Gro- 
noviuSj that the Denarius was never heavier than ] 
Scniples 5 and fccondly, againft Gothofred^ to fhew 
that they make not at all to his Pui'pofe neither: 
The Words are thefe, Nummum Argenteum Confia- 
tum a Servio TuUio dicunt 5 is quatuor fcrupulis ma- 
jor fuit qu'am nunc eft. Which in plainer Words is 
this, Servius Tullius coined Pieces of Silver heavier 
than thofe in Julius Cafafs Time by 4 Scniples: 
Now in Cafar's Time they were full 3 Scruples, 
and therefore in Seivius Tullius^ his Time, muft 
weigh 7 Scruples, which is more than Double that 
Budaus and Gronevius will ever allow a Denariui 
10 have been : And tho' Scaligei'^ SalmaJiHS^ and 
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Savotus calls them Denarii > yet, he fays, they were 
extraordinary, and rather Monuments of fome A- 
Giiovi than Money, and the Denarii came not in 
Ufc.'till about two Ages after. Now fuppofe we 
iliould for once grant this Opinion to be true, yet 
it will be no lefs oppofite to what thefe Authors 
would perfuade us, that the Romans at firft had 
no Silver amongft them, and therefore knew no- 
thing of the Worth or Value of it. Credat Jud^us 
jdpella. 

The other Thing I intended to take further 
Notice of, was wholly the vaft Difproportion 
thde two great Authors, whom I have raoft of 
all (in defending my Hypothefis) to deal with, 
cannot, I fuppofe, ever agree hov/ to fettle the 
various Proportions of the Decrealb of the Value 
of Brafe, and the Increafe of the Value of Silver. 
I will not retort upon Gromviusj for telling us 
how many Thoufands and Hundreds Brals was 
lefs valued than Silver, as you have juft read be- 
fore 5 but I will ftate Brals, as almoft: all have 
done, ( fave four or five Perfons ) at 840 to one of 
Silver. Now if the Denarius, w^ but about a 
Drachm^ which is. all they will allow it, how aid 
the Silver rife, and the Brafs fall? \^^hcn as they 
alfo hold that the Pound J£es were reduced to 
Sextantariiy or two Ounce ^jffesy here muft be a 
fall of their Brafs to a fix Part of what it was be- 
fore, and therefore the Silver muft be to Bra!s, 
as one to 140. When the.^^ were Ounce ^^j, 
and but 16 to the Denarius^ then Silver was to 
Brafs as one to 1165 but when thefe 16 whole 
Ounces Were brought to 16 half Ounces, Silver 
then. would be a3 one to f6. I think our Oppo- 
nents will fiy I have brought down Brafs lower 
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than I fliould 3 fo whom I anfwer, that Gronmus^ 
againft whofe Followers I write this, ^ves us an 
Inftance, but I cannot believe it true, that Silver 
was to Braft as one to 40, or 41 : Tho' I c(»- 
ceive it is much Different from this Proportion in 
many Places in Europe at this Tiipe j out under 
the Name of Brafs, I mean pure Copper, for A- 
bramus thinks, the Name of Brafs, fignified a Sort 
of mixt Mettle, which Gronovius g^es in as no 
to one of Silver j and in Cod. Theod, lib. 1 3 . ///. 2, 
/. I . Some of the Code. A®* Cbrift. ^9y^ as one of 
Gold to I f o of Brafi 5 which brings it, as I con- 
ceive, to one of Silver, to 17 of Brafs, which is 
a lower Rate than I any where elfe met with itj 
but 1 am in too much haft to confider it fully, 
and therefore may have miftaken it 3 but this will give 
an Opportunity for others to examine it more nicely. 
And here I take leave of my Author, to pa6 
forward, or rather back again to Mr. Greaves^ jukI 
from him to correct an Errour I'Tiave made feme 
Pages before, in faying that I knew not whether . 
any Semijfes and Tremiffes were coined zficr jflexan- 
der Severus his dcceafe 3 for I find this careful and 
judicious Man, fpcaking in thcfe Words, p. I'op. 
The Semiffes ^ Tremiflfes of other Emperors at fom 
Diftance after Severus, catne to be lefs in the fame Pro- 
fortion as the Aurei were lejfened^ for the Aurei of 
Severus were double the Denarii Caefarii, and there- 
fore but 48 in the Pound^ and not fo, as Helioga- 
balus made^ whofe Errour Scvems correSled : But when 
the later Emperors made feventy two Aurei out of the 
Roman Pounds the Semifles came alfo to be diminijb- 
ed^ and were half of their new Aurei, and not of the 
former^ and the Tremiffes the third Part. And here 
the Aurei lofl their Proportion^ which they kept before^ 
of bein^ double to the Denarii ; Of tbefe TremilJes is 

Ju- 
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JuftimWi to h underftood'y exCod.Juftin. lib.xii. tit. 
40. 1. 5. De milltari vefte. Fortiflimis militibus no- 
Aris per lUyricum non feinos ^remtffes pro fingulis 
Chlamydibus^ fed fingulos folidos dari precipimus. 
Arcad. 4 Honario 3 A. A. Confulibus. A^- Cbrifti 

And this may h further proved hy a fair Tremiflis 
of Gold of my own^ of Juftinian, with the Injcription 
D. N. Juftinianus, weiring zi Grains Englifh, and 
wanting therefore only 3 Grains and a half^ which it 
may have loft by Ttme^ it otherwife would be exactly 
the z^6th Part of a Roman Pounds that is the third 
Part of the Aureus or Solidus of thofe Times 5 where- 
as if it had been coined to the Propotiion of the Aureus 
when there were 48 in the Pound^ it would have weigh- 
ed ^6 Grains and a half ^ Jo that it muft have loft lyi^j a 
Difference fo great in a PJece of Goldfo fair^ and with- 
all of fo fmaU a Quantity ^ altogether improbable 5 and 
therefore this Coin alone^ if no more were extant^ would 
confute their Opinion^ who maintain that the Tremiflis 
of Juftihiaii differed not from the Tremiflis of Seve- 
rus, and confequently the Aurei of them both^ better 
than the Reafon produced by Cqjirarruvius. to the con- 
trary would have done. 

I N the Margent. / have firtce perufed another in 

- Gold J a very fair one^ with this Infer ipt ion D. N.Ju- 

ftinus P. F. AUG. weiring iz Grains and better ; 

a id of Majoriaritis with C O N O B. weighing zz 

Grains-^ and a ^h e^/Juftinian weighing 13. 

All that Mr. Greaves writes is fo excellent and 
inftruftivc, that when I once begin, I can hardly 
give over. And tho' what is here faid by Mr. Greaves 
IS fufficient to all Intents and Purpofes he defigns it 
for, yzt the Law here quoted was not made by Ju- 
ftiniany but many Years before, \^hcn Arcad. ^mllo- 
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rius were Confuls, and folk in with the Year of 
Chrift 596 3 when Juftinian came not to the Ein- 
pire 'tiU f 17. 

This rctraccing of what I have laid before, 
Ihcws both the Weaknefe of my Memory, as ma- 
ny others^ will my pronenels to Errours, almoft in- 
numerable > fo that 1 can never too often fore- warn 
my Readers, to give no farther Credit to me any 
where, but what he finds upon Examination he h^ 
ground for j and as I cannot too often accuie my 
Iclf, fo I can never fufficiently recommend Mr. GreoF 
ves to my Reader > not only for writing veryplaiiJy 
and intelligibly, and being a great Matter in Mathc- 
maticks, but that he always ufes his greatcft (Ilarc 
to Benefit his Re;ider, and communicate his Know- 
ledge > whilft others rather endeavour to fhew thcm- 
fclvcs great Scholars, than in any meafiire to make 
th?ir Readers Maftcr of what they read 5 but thii 
is none of Mr. Grea'-jcs^s Praftice, and his Charaft- 
cr is of a quite different Stamp, .and was always aj 
highly prized for his Honefty and Probity by Di- 
vines 5 as for his gitat Judgment and Mathemati- 
cal Hcacf, by the Mafters of that admirable Sci- 
ence. But I cxpcfb not that what I fay concern- 
ing this Great Man ihould be believed, without 
having my Words confirmed by Perlbns of fai 
greater Authoritv : And the firll fhall be the Cha- 
r;icccr given him by the moft excellent, and learn- 
gd, and well dcfcrving Dr. Pococky in the Elogtum 
he gives to Mr. Greaves^ in his Book De Moribm 
yh'ahirr,:^ p. if 8. The moji learned^ and my moft Icrc- 
ing Irl'end^ John Circavcs, th.vi ivhom^ none ever de- 
iwfcd Jjimfelf\ and bis Studies^ and his Expences^ "witt 
a more wtire J{fe5tio'a to . the Publick Advantage oj 
Lcvrmrjg. The next that follows are Words ot 
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Dr. Hooper^ Bifliop oi Bath zndi Welh^ and arc to 
be found in the 2 1 6th Page of his late Enquiry into 
the State of ancient Meafmes^ in the Words follow- 
ing^ concerning the fame Perfon 5 This EJogy of him I 
could not forbear producing^ in Gratitude for the Infor- 
mation I have received from him > and with a JVifh that 
thefe CoHJeSlures from them I am now offerings had been 
prevented by his folid Conclufions. To add any more to 
thefe Praifes of Mr. Greaves^ would neceflarily fall 
ihort of them j and I cannot but wonder, that the 
Perfons who have the Right of Publifliing that 
Book;, have not benefited the World, long e'rc 
this, with a id Edition thereof j which multneeds 
be a. great Profit to him that fells it 5 and no Icllcr 
Benefit and Advantage to him that buys it. 

As to the Book of the Biftiop laft named, I 
need not to commend it to the reruCil of thofc 
Mathematicians that are able to underlland it 5 to 
do which requires a Wit like his that wrif it > and 
my Thoughts of it are exprefled in the firll Letter 
I writ to that moft eminent Prelate, near 8 Years 
ago, before what now comes from me. 

* 
H Av I N G thus colleftcd what I thought fit, out 
of GronoviuSy Mr. Greaves^ and Bifliop Hooper^ it 
is time for' me to draw towards aConcluiion. And 
yet I fhould be much to blame to pafs by the Icar^ 
n^d and eloquent Mr. 77^^/'ze;^^^, late Bifliop of /i/y, 
who, as I am well inform'd, by a fpecialHand, was 
the Author of the CHRONICON PRETIOSUM^ 
without owning how much the Britifij World Is 
obliged to him for his Colle6tions on thatSiibjccl-, 
and the advantageous Ufe he has mtidc of them, in 
artfwering the Queftion propoled to him, by om: 
of the Fellows of ^//-iS't?/*/^ College in Ox for J^ anel 
fomc Remarks he has given us concerning th* tias- 
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on Moneys but more dpccially coacernii^ the 
Difference between the Saxon Shilling and our 
Modem ones, fince the Gonqueft 5 five Pence mak- 
ing a Shilling with the Saxons, and ii Pence mak* 
ing a Shilling with the Englifli. I do not know 
whether this ingenious Book has been printed more 
than once 5 but if it has not, I am fure it well de- 
fcrvcs a id Edition, far better than fome othen, 
that have been more kindly entertained. And fince 
I have declared my Opinion of the Worth of it ; 
and repute it the Part of a true Friend in all Books 
whatfoever, to inform the Author firft, and where 
that cannot be done, the Reader, of any Miftake 
that might mif-guide him, or be an Errour ill hiaqi 
that writ it 5 which makes very few Books cooM 
forth without Amendments and Errata's joined to 
them. Tho' this C/&r^»;V(>» had ho more than two on- 
ly, and thofe very flight ones 5 but in the Pre&ce 
writ aftprwards, the Author acknowledges two 
more 5 but they are fuch as his Modefty chared 
him with 5 tho' there was not any juft Reafbn for 
his doing fo 3 the firfl being the Mifhike of Sir 
Nenry Spelman^ the famous Author of the Glos- 
sary, and the other the Errour of Mr. Speedy 
the I ft that this learned Author takes Notice of, 
as a Miflake, is in the Preface, p. 3d, in afcribing 
that to Henry I. inflead of Henty II. out of Gervace 
of Tilbury. Gervace indeed lived in Henry II's Tim^ 
but the Fact he rclatcs belongs to Henry the Ifl's> 
tho' that moft diligent Knight under the Word 
Firma^ p. 230. has thefc Expreffions within a Pa- 
renthcfis {donee Hcnricus idus ex jufta occafione mih 
rem mutavit) and it is a Wonder how it efcapedhis 
Obfervation, and was not amended in the 2d Edi- 
tion, ^;?«^ 16645 for it is wholly inconfiflent with 
what comc$ next xx^ the following Page, taken out 



of, (as I think it is called) the Bhck Book of the Ex- 
€bequer \ writ by Gervace of filburyj whofe Words 
.are thefe. 

Toto igitur Regis Willielmi tempore^ perfeveraverit 
hac Inftitutioy ufque ad Tempora Regis Henrici filii 
ejus } adeo ut viderim ego ipfe quofdam qui viSlualia 
ftatutis temporibus de fundis Regiis ad curiam deferri 
'viderint. Certumque babebant officiates domus Rsgia^ 
a quibus C&mitatibus triticum^ a quibus diver fas fpecies 
carniun^ vel eqmrum pabula^ vel quaque necejfaria de- 
bebatUur ^ biis vero folutis fecundum conjiitutum modum 
eujufque reiy Regit officiaks computaiant vicecomiti re- 
digentes in fummam JDemriorum. 

No w as one Errour generally begets another; 
fo has it happened to Sir Henry^ and Mr. Fleetwood 
in this 5 For the next Words that follow in the 
Glossary, p. 231. and in the ChronicoHy p. 69. 
have both, I think fwallowed a Miftake in the 
Price of Goods, which they both give as follows* 

Pro menfura tritici ad panem centum hominum foli^ 

dum unum. 
Pro corpore Bovis pafcualis unum folidum. 
Pro Ariete vel ove quatuor Denarios, 
Pro prabenda XX eqmrum quatuor Denarios. 

N o w in the id Price I think they arc both mi- 
ftaken, for in my Collection out of Rich. James^ a 
famous Antiquaiy, in his MSS in the Bodlean Li- 
brary, V0I.X. p. 78. for the Carcafi of an Ox, in- 
ileaa of one Snilling, he writes iii Solidos^ z Shil* 
lings } what next follows thefc Prices is to dc met 
with in Sir Henry^s Glossary^ but bccaufc c- 
very one is not pofTefFod of that Book^ and that I 
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may (hew what a diligent Tranfcri^ the aforc- 
faid Rich. James was, I will print the FSeft: of that 
Exfcript out of Ger. ItWury^ in this Place, which 
ftill more plainly difcovcrs the Errours above-men- 
tioned. 

Succedente vero tempore cum idem Rex (H. I.) in 
tranfmarinis &? remotis partibus 5 fedandis' tumuhibus 
belUcis operam daret\ ut fieret fibi fumma necejfariad 
hac explenda (but the G l o s s a r y falfly reads eX' 
empla^ which fhews that Sir Henry had his Copy 
at id Hand) numerata pecunia. Confluebat interea d 
Regis curiam querula multitudo colonorum, 'Oel quod 
gravius fibi videbatur^ prateriunti frequenter occurjabat^ 
oblatis vomeribus infigmim deficientis Afficultur^e. In- 
numeris enim moleftiis pramibantur occafione viffualim 
qu^ per plurimas regni partes a fedibus propriis defert* 
bant. Harum igitur queremoniis (apud Gloff. querelis) 
inclinatus Rex diffinito (Gloff. definito) magnorumcon- 
filio deftinavit per Regnum^ qtios ad id prudentiorcs (j 
difcretiores cognoverat qui Cir^umeuntes (Gloff. Circu- 
euntes) &f oculata fide fundas fingulas perlufirantes^ ha- 
bita aftimatione vidtualium qu^e de hits (Gloff. aUh) 
redigerunt in fiimmam Denariorum. De fumma vero 
fummarum qua ex omnibus [ummis fiirgebat in uno com- 
tatu^ confiituerunt vicecomitem comitatus illius ad Scat- 
carium teneri^ addentes ut ad fcalam fol^ueret^ hoc ep 
propter (alias prater) quamlibet numeratam libramjh 
Denaf rati fimt enim tra£iu temporis^ de fdcik pojft 
fieri J ut moneta turn fortis a fuo ftatu decideret, Nic 
eos fefelUt opinio^ unde coaSii funt conftituere^ ut firma 
maneriorum non folum ad jcalam fed ad penfum fokm- 
tur^ quod per fieri non potuit nifi longe plumh* appoftth^ 
&c. 

1 remember not any more Errours in the Choni- 
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€on^ f^ve in his cofrefting in the f 3 Page, the 4p 
(into 59) H (Sthj for it was true as it was, and 
to be underftood of //". 6th, when rcftored to the 
Crown, Off. 13 th, A^- 1470, and gave, it's likely, 
one of his laft Commiflions, 14th Aprils 1471* I 
have thought fit to take the greater Notice- of 
this, for a fpecial Reafon^ that 1 might endeavour 
fully to clear the Memory of that Pious, tho' unhap- 
py Prince, from an Obliquy, accidentally, as I fup- 
{jofe, caft upon him, by that every way great and 
earned Politician Sir Robert Cotton^ wno had not 
the Opportunity to fee the exa£k Accounts, that 
are now extant, concerning the Alteration of the 
Standard for Coins in England : For in an excellent 
Speech that eminent Statefman made in Parlia- 
ment, I Car. I. at Oxford^ againft the leflening 
the W eight of the Coin, then attempted by feme, 
( that ought to have been either wifer or honcfter ) 
to be found in his Remains, p. 186. Where after 
he had highly commended Edward the Firft, for 
fixing the Standard^ both for Purity and fFeight^ and 
that it would be a Blemip) to all Princes that Jhould 
do the Contrary : He unhappily fixes on King Hen. 
the (Sth, for an Example. Thus we fee it was with 
Henry the Sixthj who after he begun with abating 
the meafure^ he after fell to abating the Matter^ ami 
granted Commifjions to Miflcndcn and others^ to pra- 
Slice Alchemy to ferve his Mint : The Extremity of 
the State felt this Aggrievance j befides the Difljonotir 
it laid upon the Perfon of the King^ was not the leajl 
Advantage his dijloyal Kinfman took to iHgrace bimjclf 
into the Peoples Favour^ to his Sovereign's Ruin^ pag. 
217. ^een Elizabeth, was advifed by the Lord 
Treafurer Burleigh and Sir Thomas Smith, that it 
was the Honour of her Crown^ and true fVcaltb of 
her felf and People^ to reduce the Standard to the an- 

(imt 
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cieia Purity and Ponderofity of her great GtandfAha 
Kif% Edward the /^h. 

I have here tranlcribedfo much of this wife and 
politick Knight's Speech^ publiihed both a^inft 
raifing the value, or leflTening the Weight ot the 
Etiglijh Coin, and could have wifhed he had chole 
fome other Perfon to refleft upon 5 for the alta> 
ing the Standard, that was the ^ScBt of Edwari 
the 4th, or his great Counfellor ^ an4 as Mr. Lmiii 
ftiles hioi, William Lord HdftifigSj his Mint Mar 
iter and Worker, 4 Edward 4th. So that it wa 
Edward the 4th, axid not Henry the tfth, that kd 
his Kinfinan the Way to raife a Troy Pound of 
Silver, fix)m 30 i. in the Pound, to 571. and 6d. 
except you would chame an Infant of two or three 
Years old at moft, witn what his Councilors h^ 
done. I H. 6th, and faw the ill efiedt of it, and 
altered it, 4 H. 6th, and only kept after, as it 
were, *till 49 H. 6th, when he found it raifed by 
Edw. 4th. I fuppofe Mr. Lounds never faw Sir 
JRobert Cotton's Speech, otherwife he would not 
have advifed King fFilUam the jd, to a Fa£t that 
had redounded fo much to the Difhonour and Lofi 
of the Crown, which that Prince profefled fhould 
never be the worfe for his wearing it, and fo de- 
trimental to all the feveral Subjeas that fhould e* 
vcr Live after him. 

The next Paffage that Mr. or Dr. Fleetwood 
fcems to accufe himfelf for {ib. p. loth) was his 
ccnfuring Mr. Speedy for a Fa£t that deferved Cen- 
fiirc, if any ever did 3 and for placing fo many 
two Pences and three Pences upon the Coins of 
the Saxon Kings, and others fince the Conquefl. 
For certainly it was a v^ry indifcreet A6t, for 

what 
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what clfe could they fignify : And tho' in the (ame 
Preface, the Author fays, He is now fenfible Speed 
intended it for another Purpofe, yet he does not 
'. tell us what that Purpofe was : And tho' I writ a 
. Letter to Dr. Hudfon^ then chief Keeper or the 
. Bodkan Library^ yet he gave me foch an Anfwcr, 
fls I was no wifer for it j but at laft"I met with it 
at the End o£ Speed's Hiftory, p. 1237, which had 
been much better placed at the Beginning of it, 
, or rather left out tor good and all 5 for it will be 
uninteUigible to a vulgar Reader, when ever he 
finds it tnus exprefled. The Circumferences of thefe 
ancient Monks being diverfe and different^ we have in 
this Sculpt ore obferued^ by JhewingTHKEE, Diameters j 
wbofe Circks import the Bignefs of •the Mintage^ and 
their Figures compared with tbefe^ direH the Proporti^ 
ens to be of the fame which thou feefi. I think few 
ever read a fingle period fo unintelligibly exprefled 
as this, nor faw a Figure worfe contrived than that 
which is fix'd under it, which is drawn from fix 
feveral Centers 5 but had been eafier both drawn 
and underftood, if they had been all from one 
common Center, zdly. There are no Diametei-s at 
all drawn on them. jdly. If they had, they had 
ftill been needlefs, for will not every Eye difcover 
the Bignefs of any, by barely looking upon it| 
and as to the Figures, they are not omy ncedlcis, 
but neceflarily lead the Viewer of them into fomc 
Errourj and if they did not fo, yet being not of 
the fame Bignefs with the Coins thcmfclvcs^ they 
are Fallacious, and no wav help the Seer of thcra 
to read the Letters of the Infcription, being of 
too large a Shape, and by that Means of fomo 
thing a different Fonn : This I fay wci*c fuflScicnt 
to deny them any Approbation, wiiich in the Pre- 
face, Mr. Fketwood fecms to allow thcni. Now 1 

would 
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would have no Man think that I have writ this 
to difparage Mr. Speed's Hiftory, which is ( confi- 
dering the Author's E,ducation) a very Praife wortliy 
Work, and defervcdly continues ftill in great R^ 
pute! 

But I conceive it a Benefit to the Publick, 
to difcover an'Errour that may do Mi(chief| but 
con do no Man good, and may Caution otheis 
from making ( as tar as they can help it ) any M- 
flakes at all : Neither am afhamcd to own, that 
the like blame may be laid to my Chaige, and I 
ought to be doubly blamed if it be found in any 
C^e where I could prevent it. But I have ac- 
quainted the World oefore with my Infirmities, 
and under what .bad Circumftances I write, anl 
have none near me skilled in the Subject I write a- 
bout, or to lend me an helping Hand : And therefore 
Faults muft be expefted, both of me who am decay- 
ed by Age and Difcafes j and by my Printer's milb- 
king the Copy I writ, and fometimes the Correc- 
tions I made -, but fo many Errours, I believe haJ 
not efcap'd, if his Original had been good, where- 
as I acknowledge mine to have been very defcdivc. 

In the 140th Page of thefc Letters, I promifeJ 
that at the End of this Volume, I would give an- 
Account of the different Valuations of the Cenfis 
Romanus^ given us by the Roman Hiftorians^ and 
fettled by Servius Tullius^ made I fuppofe about the 
Year of Rome 1 80, for he being King neither by 
Succeffion nor proper Ele£tion > but by the Ani- 
fice of the Widow of his Predeceflbr Tarquiniui 
PrifcuSj could not in any likelikooJ cfFe6t it, 'till 
he had been for feveral Years in auict Pofieffion. 



Now 



I. 

tha firft Clafs at Z-Z- ! j^iooooo 

Plifty, lib. S3, w^. 3, — ^ ^— iioooo^Of Brafls^ 
P#j9»^. l^f/i 'urri^tf infira Claflem^ at- iioooo 
jitims oiUmSt lib. j. n, 15. ■■ 125000 

This Valuation of the i ft Clafs muft have con- 
tinued 'till A®- Urb. 4845 when moft Authors think 
that Silver was firft coined at Rome^ but what 
"Weight the Denarii were then coined there is no 
poffitive or direft Proof given us by any Writer j 
out we are kit to gather mra^ what is faid conoer^ 
lUDg tjie J?raui»r lowering thdr Brafs Money $ But 
we are certain of this by feveral remaining Denarii 
as well as jljfes^ that before the End of the zd P«- 
nkk or HanmbaFs War, which ended A Urb, f 49. 
that the 7th Part^ of a Roman Ounce of Silver was 
vorifhioeither mofeiior lefs diam ^ Ounces of Brafs $ 
and by G>oiequonc0 if eight Ounces of Brafs was 
worth 8,^. of our prefent Englijb Moneys ^ is fuf- 
ficiently ^proved in foveral Pbcos in thefe Mifcella- 
iiics, A^iRuiole Pound of Brafs, or ii Ounces muiL 
be worth one Shilling Englijb j according to wnicp 
Value, Brafe and Silver continued at the lame Rates, 
^tiHtJat^Cii^ was £t& altered by Juguftm C^jar. 
Now laccordii^y .for above 2.00 y ears together tjJie 
Cenfu% Romams 'will iland as follows. 

/. I. s. d 

ucoocaj :iP^*^°.r amounts to 5000 00 ^ 

.»i«oal J "^«^<^i amoumtsto 55o<* 00 o 

) Of«fa& ( *^ k 
220000/ ^***r* \ raoooa? 

125000J (^»»^oooj^^^^^^^^^^.^^^^ ^ ^ 

SfUtnUHs^n Aug, €. 41. Sooooo H. S. which make 6666 1 3 4 

'€muokiiisiSiidim, the higheft Cenftts raiCed by | 

• Anpifims Cdfrfj to la^oo H. S. which make { 10000 exaaiy. 

• ' '" Ac^. 



^ ^ lamounts to >6ooo 00 
20 5 
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Ac c o R D I NG to the laft two Valuations, tlie 
Cfn/us Romantis continued 'till Jujiinisn's Time, 
when the Name and Office ceaf<^i in the Empire 
of the Eall j but long before that time the Value 
of Brals and Silver were altered^ and ibmeiimes 
reckoned but one to no. 
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This was the Sum that Fefpa/ian thought tic- 
reflary to redeem the Debts the Roman Emperors 
before him had contrafted > and the greateA that 
Lny Roman Sum is computed by in Sejterces. 

'• 

There is no need of a Table for the Denarii^ 
For divide any Number of Sejlerces By four, and the 
Quotient will be the Numba: that lo many Denarii 
10^ amount to. 

Wh ere the Sum confift of Drachma^s^ I have 
Ibme where before given Notice that being divided 
fcy 50, they give fo many Englifb Pounds, and zo 
of them 13^. 4^. and ten 65. od. 

And for Pounds of. Roman Money, each of 

ihem amount to 1 /. 16 s. 6d, at lead in our Money. 

And a Pound of Gold, whileft the Emperors lived 

nt Rome^ was about ten Times as much, viz. 28 /. 

<s. But after Conftantine the Great came to the 

Empire, and even in thcfe Days, a Roman Pound 

of 
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cf Gold will amount to about 38/. ys. 6d. E$^^% 
but what is faid of this laft Mettal, ought to have 
further Enquiry made about. 

All* the Tdr/f 1^/5 mentioned before, each of them 
valued according to my Computation, if they be ^Z- 
AVifc or common TakntSy will oc zoo/. i£jewijh Ta» 
knts, each 400 1. if Bstylmjb 133 1. <S s. 8 d. Ef^lifi 
Money. 

I have hitherto fpoken«»f7k/?/;/j not according to 
their proper ^id true Value 5 but as I have computed 
them in compliance with former Authors who gene^ 
nerally reckon by the later jfureij 3 of which make 
Our prefent engliili Pound ^ but that I may pot mK^ 

Suide others by my Compliance with the common fa* 
lion, I will now give another Value ^ to fhew thtt 
it was not out of Miftake, but fortheReafonrfore 
alledged, that I fet fo low a Value on the Jftick Talent^ 
as if the Roman Denarii had been equal to the jfttick 
Drachma > now to rate the jfftick Drachma aright, I 
I (hall not compute as Mr. Greaves has done at uie ut^ 
moil, viz. 67 Grains but at 66 only, which makes 
the Drachma worth 8 ^. i and brings the Attick STi- 
lem to 1 1 1 /. 10 s. and coi^quently the Judaic which 
is double to it to 415- /. vend the Bahyhnifi which wat 
a 7th Part bigger than the Atfick arifes to z 3 W. 8 J. 4^^. 
Bifhop Hooper and Pomp. Feftus reckons the Judak 
and Alexandrian Taknt double the Attick^ but there is 
another Alexandrian Taknt reckoned 7 Parts bigger 
thv^the Aftickj which arifes to 270 /. i6s.yd. y**-f. 
I never read any Thing (as I remember) concer- 
ning the Talentum Antiochium and Talentum Anfiocbi^ 
fave in Dr. Arbuihnofs Tables j who rates the one 
at 86 lb. 8 Ounces, ifiDwts, 8 Grains, and the 
ktter at }po lb. 3 Ounces. 1 3 Dwts, 1 1 Grains ; 
but neither of thclc are to be met with in the cele- 
brated Book of Dr. Bernard's. 
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